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Term 4

Mondays Assemblies in the Hall at 9.10 am (Every Monday for Term 4 unless noti�ed

Tuesday 20th December - Last day of the year (1.30pm �nish)

Monday & Friday mornings & afternoons - Fete shed is open for donations till the End

Term 4

2023 Term 1

Monday 30th January, 2023 Curriculum Day

Tuesday 31st January, 2023 Students start school- First day of Term 1 Co�ee Cart -

Tea & Sympathy for our Prep Families.

Tuesday 28th February - Photo Day 

Wednesday 8th February 2023    - Finance sub committee meeting 6pm                          

                                                              - Education sub committee meeting 7pm

Wednesday 15th February 2023   - Environment sub committee meeting 6pm                

                                                            - Community sub committee meeting 7pm

Saturday 18th March 2023 - NPS Fete!

Thursday 6th April 2023 - End of Term 1

Friday 7th April 2023 - Good Friday Public Holiday

Dates
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Week 10

 

Prep Anita                                 Nate C

Prep Olivia                                Oliver H

Prep Isabelle                           Estella D

1/2 Brooke                               Immi M 

1/2 Sam                                     Kaan O

1/2 Stephanie                         Angus C & Lucas D

1/2 Steve                                  Arlo C

3/4 Eleanor                              Chloe M 

3/4 Keziah/Lisa                      Leni G

3/4 Heather                             Indah H

3/4 Laura                                  Edward M

5/6 Andrea/Dale                    Fletcher G

5/6 Leah                                    Amber B, Freya C & Lulu G

5/6 Luke                                    Prisha B

5/6 Hilary                                  Magnus S

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupil of the week Term 4
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Just like that, this is our very last newsletter for the year, and what a year it has certainly been!

 

With just one more "week" to go (two days really), it doesn't feel like the year should be

ending! The end of the school year is such a bittersweet time, there is so much to re�ect on

and to celebrate. So much to be proud of and so much we have achieved together. We look

back at what has been a year of challenges of di�erent sorts. While there is so much to look

forward to for our holidays and new year ahead, it is also a time to say goodbye; a time of

endings and farewells. 

 

While we are excited to meet our new Prep 2023 students and their families for 2023, it is

also the end of the primary school journey for a number of our Northcote families. For some,

an end of an era. This week we acknowledged our Grade Six students with their Graduation.

We will bid goodbye to families and familiar faces that have been within our school

community for many years and some with older siblings families that are almost part of the

Greetings from Shaun
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furniture. We also say goodbye to students and their families moving to new places and

starting new adventures together. We thank you all for your contributions to Northcote

Primary School and we are grateful for our time with you. Our school community is richer

because of you all. 

 

Sta� Update

We have a couple of sta� who have made the decision to take some time o� next year to

travel, enjoy some down time and spend more time with their friends and families. While we

will be so very sad to not see their faces everyday, I would like to wish these people all the

very best: Olivia Gibson, Laura Wandke, Keziah Graham and Andrea Read and look forward to

seeing them in 2024.

 

I would also like to wish Leah Gibson all the best, as she has accepted a teaching position at

Abbotsford PS for term 1 and we are looking forward to seeing Leah back with us in Term 2. 

 

We thank these sta� members for their endless contributions to our school, to our students

and to our sta�. Like I said, it is such a bittersweet time of year.  

 

It is with a heavy heart we say farewell to someone of our NPS teaching team, we wish all the

very best to Edwina Atkins who will be moving to Preston Primary School, Heather Fletcher

who is going to Essendon Primary School, Brooke Lopuszanski going to Sunbury Heights

Primary School, Hilary Stack who will be joining Ivanhoe Girls Grammar School. Even though

we are sad to see them go we want to congratulate them on the exciting new chapters in

their lives and such successful appointments. 

We would like to thank Isobel Humphrey's and Harry Downing for all their hard work in

supporting our school this semester. 

We wish Elena Frazzetto all the very best in her well deserved retirement.

And �nally a big thank you to Keith McNeil and Andrew Kozak for their unwavering support

during a tough term 4. 

 

We thank these sta� members for all their e�orts while at Northcote Primary School, whether

it was a short or a long journey. 

 

Meet the New Sta�

I would also like to take this opportunity to share with you some information about the new

sta� for 2023:
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Hi, I’m Natalie Dean and I’m very excited to be joining the wonderful community of Northcote

Primary. I have been teaching for 12 years and have spent the last 5 years teaching at

Hampton Park Primary School in South East Melbourne. I love teaching because every day is

a new, exciting adventure and I love making learning fun and engaging! I love travelling to

new places and have even spent a couple of years teaching in London. My favourite things to

do outside of school is walk my gorgeous (but cheeky!) pug puppies, go to the movies with

my husband and support my NBL team, the South East Melbourne Phoenix. I’m looking

forward to being part of such a collaborative community at Northcote Primary and can’t wait

to meet you all!

 

Hi, I’m Matt Atanasovski and next year will be my 10th year of teaching, having spent the �rst

nine years teaching at Bell Primary School in Preston. 

I love building connections with students and making learning applicable to real life and fun.

Outside of school, you will quite often �nd me exploring High Street as I am a local. I am

looking forward to engaging with the Northcote PS community.
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Hi, my name is Brigitte O’Neill and 2023 will be my �rst year as a primary school teacher. I am

currently working as a Learning Support O�cer at St Joseph’s Primary School in Hawthorn.

 Outside of school, I love playing basketball and any kind of outdoor adventure.

I’m looking forward to getting to know the students and sta� at NPS and being a part of the

great community. 

 

Hi, my name is Meg Garland and I’m currently teaching Year 1/2 at St Kilda Park Primary

School. The things I love about teaching are getting to meet and work with so many

interesting and wonderful people. I also love being surrounded by books all day! 

I love reading, cooking and baking, camping and spending time with my two cats (if I can call

that a hobby!). I’m looking forward to meeting all of the new Prep students and their families

starting in 2023 and getting involved in the school fete!
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Hi, my name is Amy Murray and I am thrilled to be joining the team at Northcote Primary

School as the new art teacher. I am looking forward to meeting everyone and seeing the

students' imaginations run wild in the art room. Next year will be my ninth year of teaching

having previously taught at Glen Katherine Primary School and Watsonia Heights Primary

School. I really enjoy seeing the development of students' knowledge and skills and am

looking forward to seeing this continue at Northcote Primary School. In my free time I love to

paint, knit, walk my dogs and watch movies. 

Can’t wait to meet you all!

 

A new Specialist area for 2023: Music

 

For those of you following along, you will have noticed that we have added a new specialist

program for 2023. As a part of our commitment to music and the arts, and to provide the

additional non face-to-face time for teaching sta� as a condition of the new Victorian Schools

Agreement, we have added a fourth specialist class to the weekly timetable. Our very own

Anita Hillman will lead this, and she is very excited about the possibilities of a Music program

again at Northcote PS. 

 

Grade 6 Graduation 

On Tuesday night, we celebrated our Grade 6 students. Family members and sta� were able

to witness a beautiful formal ceremony as well as some fun and a celebration of the students

time and journey at Northcote PS. Thank you to the teachers, the parents and the students

for the countless hours put in to making that evening such a special occasion. 

 

Semester 2 Reports

You will hopefully have seen that reports went live this week. Please note that we always

recommend that families download their reports. Please also be aware that if/when a family

leaves the school, they will no longer have access to Compass and therefore relinquish

access to any reports. 

 

Final Whole School Assembly 

On Tuesday 20th of December at 12:30pm, we will have a �nal whole school assembly on the

top turf . For parents and families attending, we will open the Henry Street and Hawthorn

Road gate from 12:25pm for entry. The weather forecast is very promising and we ask that all

visitors are sun smart. 

 

How nice it will be able to celebrate our last afternoon, all together!
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2023 Start of School Year and Curriculum Days

 

The Department of Education (DET) mandates that all schools use the �rst day of the school

year as a Curriculum Day for teacher planning and preparation. The �rst curriculum day for

2023 is therefore on Friday 27th January and we have also elected to take our second

Curriculum day on Monday the 30th of January.

 

All students will have their �rst day of school on Tuesday 31st of January. Prep students

will have each Wednesday in February o� school as a rest day and for their scheduled 1:1

assessments. 

 

Thank you…

While it has been yet another complex and challenging year, we have made it through

together. I would like to thank each and every one of you in our beautiful Northcote Primary

School community. Have a wonderful weekend, a great last week of the 2022 school year,

and a safe and happy holiday season. 

 

Shaun Wells

Principal
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Mud map of Class Areas for 2023
Designed by a budding architect - DC
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IMPORTANT MESSAGE

 

To all our Grade 6 students and any families leaving the school at the end of this year, it is

important that you download or print any School reports that your child has received

during their time at NPS. 

Once students have left the school on the 20th December, we will begin the exiting process

and existing Compass accounts for these student will then be closed and their reports will

no longer be accessible. 

We suggest that you do this in the next couple of days and de�nitely before the 20th

December. 

Many thanks

School Reports-Grade 6 students
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Graduation Highlights
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                                                                         AWARDS

 

KINDNESS AWARD

  

This student is being presented with the 2022 Northcote Primary School Kindness Award

which honours a student who spreads unconditional, unwavering, and sel�ess kindness.
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The nomination is based on the kindness and care this student shows towards their friends,

their teachers and the broader community. 

Kindness is a quality this person demonstrates in every decision they make and action they

complete. 

The award goes to Finn Simpson-Henry. 

 

GED KEARNEY AWARD

This person has worked hard and has shown great resilience and strength in overcoming

many challenges faced over the last couple of years. 

Your improved ability to deal with school life with determination is an attribute that will stand

to you as you progress through life, and it’s for this reason; the worthy recipient of this award

is George Alexander-Brown.

 



12/16/22, 5:25 PM Issue 25 PDF Export - iNewsletter

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/L5o9lmJ/preview/pdf 19/54



12/16/22, 5:25 PM Issue 25 PDF Export - iNewsletter

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/L5o9lmJ/preview/pdf 20/54



12/16/22, 5:25 PM Issue 25 PDF Export - iNewsletter

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/L5o9lmJ/preview/pdf 21/54

                                                               Edwina's Art Awards
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To the students, families and teachers of NPS!

 

I would like to say a very heartfelt and bittersweet goodbye to wonderful NPS community,

which I have had the privilege to part of for the last 13 years. I started back in 2010 as a

teacher early in my career and I have grown up, professionally and personally, alongside

many wonderful families and students. 

 

I have enjoyed being able to celebrate many life-events along the way with the fabulous

students I have taught, make some very dear friends (with families and colleagues), all of

which I treasure! I’m sure there will be many tears (everyone knows I am an easy crier!) over

the next few days! 

 

This move however will be such a bene�cial one for not only my professional and leadership

growth, but also my family and work/life balance! No more 2hr/day commute!!!

 

Thank you NPS - students, families and amazing Colleagues - for a wonderful 13 years' worth

of memories!

 

Much love, 

Brooke 😊

Farewell
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In late November, the NPS Green Team planted some sun�ower seeds by the fence in the

Hawthorn Rd vegie garden. Less than a month later, some of the seeds have begun shooting

and are now �ourishing beautifully as baby Mammoth Sun�owers (Helianthus annuus). 

When fully grown, these sun�owers are expected to grow to two metres tall and have very

large golden yellow heads up to 40cm in diameter.

We hope that they will provide our community with plenty of colour, bees and native birds,

and something to talk about over the summer holidays. Enjoy!

Our Green team Gardeners
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The �nal Italian Update
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Art Show and Picnic re�ection



12/16/22, 5:25 PM Issue 25 PDF Export - iNewsletter

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/L5o9lmJ/preview/pdf 29/54



12/16/22, 5:25 PM Issue 25 PDF Export - iNewsletter

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/L5o9lmJ/preview/pdf 30/54



12/16/22, 5:25 PM Issue 25 PDF Export - iNewsletter

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/L5o9lmJ/preview/pdf 31/54

**2023 NPS FETE REMINDERS  - KEEP THESE IN MIND OVER THE HOLIDAY BREAK**

 

Lead

Volunteers: 

We are ALMOST there . . . we only need Leads for these REMAINING

stalls:

Silent Auction x 2 - already two in place but we need more leads

to divide & conquer in contacting as many companies

/ businesses as possible via phone & / or walk our local streets to

approach all the businesses for donations to include in our online

auction

Crazy Hair x 1 - to support our face painting lead by coordinating

hair braiding, hair chalk coloring, crimping, teasing of all those

beautiful young locks into fabulous fun styles

Haunted House x 1 - coordinate between existing OSH team &

some grades 5/6 helpers to set up the space for an exciting &

surprising walkthrough adventure 

Craft Making x 1- to support our Craft Selling Lead in creating a

quiet space for our kiddos who may enjoy some time out to make,

draw, design their own creations

Email Sam : 1401-npsfete@schools.vic.edu.au

 

 

Donations

Needed:

Know anyone crafty?  

Fete News...Update 
Week 11

mailto:1401-npsfete@schools.vic.edu.au
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Any knitters, soap or candle makers, sewing machine gurus or

woodworkers?  I’m talking to you too grandparents! Our amazing fete craft

stall would love your donations of small and new handcrafted items that

we could sell at the fete.  

We'd also love donations of all crafty items such as whole balls of wool if

you have some at home, so if you or someone you know are able to donate

such items, please get in touch with Julie (mum of Zoe in Grade 5/6) on

0439 391 345.

 Blocks of Chocolate

Needed for our 2 x Lob a Choc stalls (super popular so this year we're

having two!) 

(Please drop o� at the o�ce please for a safe keeping, non-melting area)

 Halloween Decorations

Needed for our Haunted House theme we're setting up inside OSH Club

 Mystery Bottle stall needs your bottles!  

Please donate any wine / beer / spirits / oils / sauces / body wash /

bubble bath for this adult favorite stall.  We always sell out so please have

a clean out of your cupboards or pick up something next time you are at

the shops.



12/16/22, 5:25 PM Issue 25 PDF Export - iNewsletter

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/L5o9lmJ/preview/pdf 33/54

 

 Calling all bakers!

The Bake stall relies solely on the generous baking donations from your

family and friends to make it a success.

If you, a family member or friend enjoys baking then we need you!

 

In the week leading up to our fete, each family will receive packaging and

instructions for your special bakes.

Things that sell extremely well include whole cakes (hummingbird, carrot,

teacakes, fruit/nut loaves), fruit pies, brownies, cookies & slices.  Products

can include nuts, but please no cream or anything that requires
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refrigeration. Whilst allergy friendly food is encouraged, we cannot state

allergen free on any product.

 

Donations are preferred the Friday afternoon before the fete (17/3) so the

Bake Stall team has time to sort and price your delicious creations.

 

So dig out your favorite recipes and dust o� that apron!

 

 

Donation drop

o�s at our

Fete Shed:

Last week of Term 4:

 

Located next to the basketball courts on the Henry St side of our school,

Fete shed will be open:

Monday mornings (8.45 - 9am)

Monday afternoons (3.20 - 3.45pm)

 

Please bring in your preloved items such as clothes / books / toys /

games / puzzles / bric-a-brac / bikes, scooters etc for our secondhand

stalls.

 

** Fete Shed will reopen in Term 1**

 

 

 

Silent Auction:

Calling out for donations into our Fete’s Silent Auction!

 

 

We’re on the hunt for donations for our Silent Auction. It can anything big

or small - produce, services, vouchers, hampers, tickets, stays at holiday

homes or whatever. 

 

So, when catching up with friends and family over the holidays, please ask

if they are willing to donate to our NPS Silent Auction. 

 

We have a dedicated team of silent auction helpers (aka elves) who will be

talking directly to local businesses, shops, cafes etc along High Street

Northcote. 

If you, or you know someone who can contribute to our silent auction,

please email silentauction.nps@gmail.com and the elves will follow up.

mailto:silentauction.nps@gmail.com
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We would love to know what support is out there in our School

community. 

Please get in touch! 

 

 

 

Volunteers on

Fete Day:

Here's the link to Sign Up! Sign Up! : https://signup.com/go/SnQxkVp

Rosters are in 1-hour blocks so you can choose a few di�erent stalls to

help out on. 

Contact Email: 1401-npsfete@schools.vic.edu.au

School Holiday Programs

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsignup.com%2Fgo%2FSnQxkVp&data=05%7C01%7CDonna.Cassidy%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ce2c4cf51ab80417460c508dadf11ad7d%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638067564259594954%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7V5hkp9Qpt22rvUWp5Bpfl12vE8e%2FL3VDz%2BdwBxp4KQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:1401-npsfete@schools.vic.edu.au
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Classroom Cuisine is an external provider who delivers our lunch orders to NPS everyday

except on Tuesdays. 

(NB. It is not the Compass Canteen option)

 

Order are made online and must be in before 8.30am.

Classroom Cuisine
LUNCH ORDERS
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A message from OSH Club
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SEARCHING FOR PARENT MUSICIANS OF ANY TYPE! 

The Parent's Battle of the Bands is coming Northside in 2023 & we want YOU! 

This fundraising event aims to support, fund & promote:- 

Musical education for children and youth

Parents mental health by encouraging the practice of music & other art forms

Live music venues by organising events within the local community 

 

If you identify as a parent or carer at our school with a musical talent/s and want to �nd out

more about getting involved and battling it out on stage against other local primary schools-

please get in touch with Jasmin via northsidepbob@gmail.com ASAP. 

Please also share amongst your contacts at other local primary schools too to drum up

interest!

Parent's Battle of the bands

mailto:northsidepbob@gmail.com
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Sport Camps in our community
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What's happening in our local
community
Lots to get involved with......
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The Northcote Swim Club is a community based competitive swimming club  with a long

history at the Northcote Aquatic and Recreation Centre.  The club provides coaching

and training programs for swimmers of all ambitions and abilities. 

 

As we come into warmer weather, we are inviting school aged children to join our club

and get into the pool and practice their swimming techniques before the school

swimming season starts.

Swim Club 
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Supervision

Our school gates are unlocked at 8.45am each morning to allow students to enter, the yard is

not supervised before this time. Students can enter clasrooms from 8.45am each day. The

gates are again locked at 9.00am when the bell goes. The gates are unlocked again at

3.30pm and are locked by 3.40pm.

 

Helmets

When riding a bike or scooter to or from school, all students MUST wear a helmet at all

times. 

 

Bikes and Scooters

 Helmets must be worn on the way to and from school. Bikes and scooters must also be

WALKED (not ridden) once inside the school.

 

Please note: bike and scooter storage is not completely secure. Unauthorised access via the

external fences has occurred in the past. We highly recommend the use of a personal

bike/scooter lock to avoid theft. The school takes no responsibility for the loss or damage of

equipment stored on site.

 

Face Masks 

Face masks are no longer mandatory in primary schools. Students are still encouraged to

wear a face mask if they are more comfortable in doing so.

 

Kiss and Go 

Just a reminder to families that the Kiss & Go zone is a short-term stopping area where

drivers are allowed to stop and park the vehicle for a short time – no longer than two

minutes – while the student exits or enters the vehicle from the kerbside doors. This enables

students to walk between the car and the school, using the safety of the footpath.

 

 Purchasing School Hats 

Important Information
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Please note: When purchasing a school hat from the o�ce, payment can only be made using

a Credit or Debit Card or Cash (Cash must be the correct amount of $8.50 for each hat).

 

Ball games before and after school

To ensure everyone feels safe during the busy mornings and afternoons, ball games are not

permitted during these times.

To clarify the process for if your child tests positive to Covid19, or is a con�rmed household

(or household-like) contact, please follow the information below.

 

If your child tests positive to COVID19:

1. Email the school o�ce on northcote.ps@education.vic.gov.au, CC your child's

classroom teacher into the email. Please include all of the following details:

 the last day your child attended school; 

your child's homegroup teacher; 

the date the positive result was received; 

if the test was a PCR or RAT; 

if your child attends OSH, Kelly Sports, Chess or Music; 

if your child is symptomatic or asymptomatic.

2. You will then receive a reply from the school con�rming the details, and instructions on

what you need to do (including isolation for 5 days, and a link to the portal for recording the

COVID Process for Con�rmed cases
and close contacts
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positive result). Your child's teacher will also send you learning materials for your child to do

at home, if they are feeling well.

 

If your child is a household (or household-like) contact:

1. Email the school o�ce on northcote.ps@education.vic.gov.au, CC your child's

classroom teacher into the email. Please include all of the following details:

 if your child will be isolating at home over the next 5 days, or if they will attend school

(if choosing to attend school, please see further information below)

what date the student was exposed to the con�rmed COVID19 case, and when the 5

day isolation period ends.

2. You will then receive a reply from the school con�rming the details, and instructions on

what you need to do (including isolation for 5 days, and a link to the portal for recording the

positive result). If isolating at home, your child's teacher will also send you learning materials

for your child.

 

3. If your child is attending school during the 5 day period, these additional precautions must

be taken:

the family must notify the school that the child is a household contact.

the child must take rapid antigen testing 2 times over the 5 days.

the child must wear a facemask at all times indoors (if aged 8 years and above or

unless they have a valid exemption).

if the child becomes symptomatic, they must stay/return home and take a RAT or

PCR test. If a positive result is con�rmed, the advice for 'con�rmed case' must be

followed.
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Advertisements
The Department of Education and Training (DET) does not endorse the products

and services of any private advertiser or notice contained in this newsletter. 

No responsibility is accepted by the DET or this school for the accuracy of

information contained in the advertisements or claims made by them.
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