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Term 1

Tuesday 29th March - Whole School Athletics Day

Thursday 31st March - School Photo Day

Tuesday 5th April - Back-Up Whole School Athletics Day (if unable to attend 29th due to

weather)

Friday 8th April - Last day of term (2.30 pm �nish)

 

Term 2

Monday 25th April - Public Holiday (no school) 

Tuesday 26th April - First day of Term 2

Monday 9th May - Curriculum Day (no students attend school)

Monday 13th June - Queen's Birthday public holidays

Friday 24th June - Last day of Term 2 (2.30 pm �nish)

 

Term 3

Monday 11th July - First day of Term 3

Friday 16th September - Last day of Term 3 (2.30 pm �nish)

 

Term 4

Monday 3rd October - First day of Term 4

Monday 31st October- Curriculum Day (no students attend school)

Tuesday 1st November - Melbourne Cup Public Holiday (no school)

Friday 20th December - Last day of the year (1.30pm �nish)

Dates
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Helmets

When riding a bike or scooter to or from school, all students MUST wear a helmet at all

times. 

 

Bikes and Scooters

 Please remind your children to take home their bikes and scooter each night. We currently

have many scooters and bikes being left in the bike shed in the afternoons, which then

require transferring to the storage shed. 

We have many unclaimed scooters in particular at the moment. Please check with a sta�

member on duty any day after school if you think your child's scooter might be in storage.

 

Please note: bike and scooter storage is not completely secure. Unauthorised access via the

external fences has occurred in the past. We highly recommend the use of a personal

bike/scooter lock to avoid theft. The school takes no responsibility for the loss or damage of

equipment stored on site.

 

Face Masks 

Just a reminder to families that students in years 3 and above are to wear a �tted face mask

indoors at school, including Outside School Hours Care (OSHC), unless a lawful exemption

applies. Please make sure that your child is provided with a face mask when attending

school. We have face masks available from the o�ce if required. 

 

Kiss and Go 

Just a reminder to families that the Kiss & Go zone is a short-term stopping area where

drivers are allowed to stop and park the vehicle for a short time – no longer than two

minutes – while the student exits or enters the vehicle from the kerbside doors. This enables

students to walk between the car and the school, using the safety of the footpath.

 

 Purchasing School Hats 

Important Information
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Please note: When purchasing a school hat from the o�ce, payment can only be made using

a Credit or Debit Card or Cash (Cash must be the correct amount of $8.50 for each hat).

School Council O�ce Bearer Positions

For those of you who have been following along, this week we held a special school council

meeting to elect the o�ce bearer positions and nominate for the school council sub-

committees for the 2022 school year. 

 

On behalf of the school community, I would like to congratulate the following people on their

appointment to their roles on the school council and their position on the following sub-

committees:

 

President: Steve Horvat 

Vice President: Tarren Summers 

Treasurer: Aimee Hardie

 

Finance sub-committee: Aimee Hardie (convenor), Steve Horvat, Tarren Summers, Caterina

Carnovale, and Shaun Wells 

 

Education sub-committee: Steven Moore (convenor), Sharon Oxlade, Hallie Shellam,

Andrew Murphy, Leah Gibson, Heather Fletcher, and Shaun Wells 

 

Environments sub-committee: James Manners (convenor), Steve Moore, Melissa Lewis,

Damian Pieterse, Andrew Murphy, and Shaun Wells 

 

Community sub-committee: Hallie Shellam (convenor), Andrew Murphy, Anita Hillman,

Lucy Sinclair, Caterina Carnovale, and Shaun Wells

 

 

Greetings from Shaun
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If you are interested in joining the Community sub-committee, feel free to call the school or

drop into the o�ce and speak with Caterina.

 

Please note that at the end of Term 1 we will be adjusting the frequency of the newsletter to

fortnightly.

By the time this newsletter is distributed, NPS will o�cially have a newly constituted School

Council, for the 2022 year. 

 

Congratulations to all the SC members for 2022, and thank you for volunteering your time

and e�ort towards our wonderful school. I'm heartened by the fact that we have �ve new

parent nominees, which is a great sign of an engaged school community. Welcome to Steve,

Hallie, Stephen, Sharon and Tarren, and also to Leah and Heather as the new sta�

representatives on SC. And a big thank you to James, Aimee and Andrew for your continued

e�orts. 

 

Re�ecting on 2021, it was certainly not the year I expected. We spent a lot of time and energy

behind the scenes, in the absence of much public facing activity due to the pandemic.

Progress was made towards the delivery of elements of the NPS Landscaping Master Plan,

and while I hoped that the work would have physically started by now we are getting closer

to delivering some great improvements for our school community. Signi�cant change

occurred across the school leadership with �rst Ross retiring and then Kerrie. It gives me

great comfort knowing that their replacements, in Melissa and Shaun, have made the

transition so seamlessly and already feel like a part of the NPS family. 

 

Thank you to everyone that has contributed to the school community over the last twelve

months, be it volunteering your time on sub committees or in school council meetings or by

2021 School Council Farewell
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volunteering time and or money, or both, elsewhere around the school. Every little bit helps

to enrich our school and ultimately bene�ts all of our kids, their learning and overall

experience while at NPS. 

 

All the best,

 

Andrew Schmidt

The Year 1/2s have been extending their thinking in Mathematics (Place Value) this week.

 They have been using their metacognitive thinking skills during this task. 

 

The challenge: can you sort these twelve numbers into three di�erent groups based on what

they have in common? Explain your thinking. 

 

Here are some photos of their learning. 

 

Can you come up with some alternative solutions? Don't forget to justify your thinking. 

Learning with the 1/2 team
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School Photo Day is next week, Thursday 31st of March.

 

Below is a link to a PDF with more information about ordering and payment.

If you have any further questions, please contact either:

The AdvancedLife Team on info@advancedlifevic.com.au or 03 9852 1133

or

The school o�ce on northcote.ps@education.vic.gov.au or 03 9481 0009

 

 

 

Please note: A portrait and a class group photograph will be taken of every student at the

school, regardless of purchase. Photographs of your children taken as part of a class group

are only permitted to be distributed within their own class. Your child’s name will appear on

the class group photo. If you Do Not wish your child to be photographed, please contact your

school o�ce with your instructions prior to Photo Day

School Photos
Thursday 31st March

School Photos.pdf

mailto:info@advancedlifevic.com.au
mailto:northcote.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://media.naavi.com/macaroni/im-89c89818-275d-4ee8-addb-804211213da3.pdf?deg=auto


25/03/2022, 18:34 Issue 8 PDF Export - iNewsletter

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/qM2XooN/preview/pdf 10/26

Parent Compass App at Northcote Primary School update 

 

You may have noticed that Compass has recently updated its App. You may �nd that you may

have issues with the Compass app on your phone, it may have even crashed!

 

If this has happened to you, it may be time to uninstall and reinstall the latest version. We

have attached a copy of the Compass �yer detailing the changes to the App.

 

Please note that if you delete the App and reinstall it please ensure that you have your user

name and your password handy.

 

If you have forgotten your user name and or your password or require your password to be

reset please contact the school via email at northcote.ps@education.vic.gov.au

or call on 9481 0009. 

 

Unfortunately, you can't do this yourself, someone from the o�ce needs to help you with

this. 

 

Ensuring that your Compass App is working allows for a more streamlined approach to the

collection of payments for Camps, Excursions, Incursions, the annual Parent Payment

Arrangement, and things like the media consent. 

 

With everyone using the Compass App, this will help create e�ciency and make it easier for

us to work and communicate together. 

 

Latest Parent Compass App update

mailto:northcote.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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If you are having trouble navigating the App, or are just looking for some tips to make your life

easier when using Compass, please contact the o�ce for support. 

Communication with School Sta�

Northcote Primary School understands the importance of providing helpful and timely

responses to common enquiries from families. To ensure that members of our school

community are directed to the most appropriate person to assist them, the information below

outlines key contacts for common queries: 

 

Student Absence- to report a student absence, please log your child/s  absence directly to

Compass, as the schools �rst preference or 

 

You can notify your child’s home room teacher via the compass  email.  Alternatively you can

call the front o�ce on 03 9481 0009 if you are having trouble logging the absence on

Compass.

 

Compass Password- If you are having password issues please call the o�ce to have your

password reset as you will not be able to rest your own password if it expires.

 

Academic Performance and classroom behaviour- to discuss a student’s academic

progress, behaviour, health or wellbeing, please contact your child’s Home Room teacher.

 

Camps and Excursions- for enquiries regarding camps and excursions, please contact your

child’s Home Room teacher via email.

 

Latest update to the Compass Parent App.pdf

Repeated notes

https://media.naavi.com/macaroni/im-3151a7c8-5e18-43c7-8c53-7c8d660906ce.pdf?deg=auto
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Parent payments- for parent payments, please contact the Business Manager, Caterina

Carnovale, on 03 9481 0009 or caterina.carnovale@education.vic.gov.au 

 

Urgent issues, hazards, concerns or complaints- to report any urgent issues relating to a

student on a particular day, to make a complaint (please also refer to our Complaints policy)

or report a potential hazard or incident please contact the Principal (Shaun Wells) or

Assistant Principal (Melissa Lewis) on 03 9481 0009 

 

For all other general enquiries, please contact our O�ce on 03 9481 0009

or northcote.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

 

School sta� will do their best to respond to general queries as soon as possible and ask that

you allow us 48-72 hours (working days) to provide you with a response. We will endeavour to

respond to urgent matters within 24 hours where possible. Please understand that teachers

are not able to respond to emails during face-to-face teaching time and in the interest of a

work life balance, school sta� will only respond to parent communications between the

hours of 8 am and 5 pm on school days. 

Thank you for your patience and understanding around this. 

Lunchtime Clubs

Some of you might have heard our students talking about our Lunchtime Clubs.

 

Lunchtime Clubs are spaces that are supervised by sta� during lunchtime, so that students

have an option of an indoor space to read or play.

 

We have set days that our clubs are on, there are as follows:

 

Monday and Tuesday

Hall Club - students come to the Hall to sit with friends, relax, draw or play with the options

on the trolley (such as Duplo, chess or Lego)

 

Monday

Art Club (alternating each week between junior and senior students, limited capacity)

 

mailto:caterina.carnovale@education.vic.gov.au
about:blank
mailto:northcote.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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Wednesday and Thursday

Library Club - students come to the library to sit quietly, or to read a book

 

Friday

Construction Club (in the Prep Area, all ages welcome) - students play with the building

options such as Lego, Duplo, Connecting Stars etc.

Hello all, 

 

Here is a little bit of information about our upcoming House Athletics Day. 

 

It is on Tuesday the 29th of March at Coburg Athletics Track. We also have a backup day

booked a week later on the 5th of April just in case of bad weather. I’ve added the timetable

for the day, broken into the Junior and Senior Carnivals for your reference.

 

I’m putting a call out for helpers for the day to make it run as smoothly as possible. If you

are available and would like to volunteer please let me know what times you are available and

if you would like to help with the Junior (P-2) or Senior Carnival (3-6). 

 

I will also need some helpers in the morning, at the Coburg Athletics Track, to help set up

before students get there. If you can do either or both please email me. Please also let me

know if the o�ce already has a copy of your Working With Children’s Check. If we do not

currently have a record of your WWC, can you please send it through and I can forward it

onto the o�ce for our records. All parent helpers on the day must complete a OHS induction

either at the o�ce prior to Athletics day or on Athletics day at the ground.

 

Thanks, 

Repeated: Athletics Day (volunteers
needed)
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Dale McLean

 

dale.mclean@education.vic.gov.au

 

Prep-2 Schedule

Time Prep Grade One Grade Two

10:00-10:20 Arrive and Fruit Snack

10:20-10:40 Hurdles 60m Sprints Rob the nest

10:40-11:00 Egg and Spoon Rob the nest Shuttle Relay

11:00-11:20 Recess Break

11:20-11:40 60m Sprints Hurdles Egg and Spoon

11:40-12:00 Rob the nest Shuttle Relay Hurdles

12:00-12:25 Break

12:25-12:45 Shuttle Relay Egg and Spoon 60m Sprints

12:45-1:00 Pack bags and clean area

1:00 Buses Arrive

Grade 3-6 Schedule

9:45 – 10:00                       Arrive at track.

10:10 – 10:35                     Optional 800m races.

10:40 - 11:10                      100m Races. 

11:15                                     Rotations Begin

9:45 – 10:00 Arrive at track.

10:10 – 10:35 Optional 800m races.

10:40 - 11:10 100m Races.

11:15 Rotations Begin

11:15 – 11:45 Rotation 1 11:50 – 12:20 Rotation 2

 3/4 Boys             Shot Put

3/4 Girls               Discus

5/6 Boys             Long Jump

5/6 Girls              Triple Jump

 3/4 Boys             Discus

3/4 Girls               Long Jump

5/6 Boys             Triple Jump

5/6 Girls              Shot Put

12:25 – 12:55 Rotation 3 1:00 – 1:30 Rotation 4

 3/4 Boys             Long Jump

3/4 Girls               Triple Jump

5/6 Boys             Shot Put

5/6 Girls              Discus

 3/4 Boys             Triple Jump

3/4 Girls               Shot Put

5/6 Boys             Discus

5/6 Girls              Long Jump

mailto:dale.mclean@education.vic.gov.au
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1:30 – 1:50 Lunch.

1:50 - 2:30 Optional Hurdles.

2:30 – 2:45 Pack up and clean up board the buses to return to school.

1:30 – 1:50                          Lunch.

1:50 - 2:30                           Optional Hurdles.

2:30 – 2:45                          Pack up and clean up board the buses to return to school.

First Aid Reminders

 

Important First Aid and Safety Reminders

 

NPS First Aid Team, if your child is unwell, you will receive a call from Natasha, Donna, Carol

or Caterina.

 

Action Plans

Parents and carers are reminded that if their child has anaphylaxis, allergies, or asthma that

their child MUST HAVE A CURRENT PLAN.

 

Red ASCIA Anaphylaxis Plan for use with EpiPen® adrenaline (epinephrine)

autoinjectors is attached below and must be prepared in colour, completed by your GP and

have a current photo of your child attached to it.

 

Repeated: First Aid

Action Plan fo Anaphylaxis.pdf

https://media.naavi.com/macaroni/im-52c1d5e0-d586-49b8-a37d-f7f971299608.pdf?deg=auto
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Red ASCIA Anaphylaxis Plan for use with Anapen® adrenaline (epinephrine)

autoinjectors is attached below and must be prepared in colour, completed by your GP and

have a current photo of your child attached to it.

 

 

 

Green ASCIA Allergic Reaction Plan is attached below and must be prepared in colour,

completed by your GP and have a current photo of your child attached to it.

 

 

 

Blue Asthma Australia School Action Plan is attached below and must be prepared in

colour, completed by your GP and have a current photo of your child attached to it. If your

child has Ventolin at school, they must have an Asthma Action Plan. 

 

 

All plans must be updated annually. Parents must provide medications to be administered in

the event of an emergency.

 

Storing Medicine at NPS and Administration to Your Child 

At NPS, we understand that there will be times when your child will require medicine while at

school. Medicines can only be administered at school under the supervision of our First Aid

sta� and when medical authorisation is provided by a parent. This is convenient in situations

where your child is su�ering from a mild illness (for example, a headache requiring Panadol

or hayfever symptoms requiring Zyrtec). Where your child has been ill and is on a course of

prescribed antibiotics, these may be left with our First Aid sta� for administration. All

medicine is to be stored in our �rst aid room, not in your child's bag or

classroom. Medication must not be kept with the student.

 

Action Plan for Anaphylaxis RED.pdf

Action Plan for Allergic Reactions.pdf

Asthma Action Planfor use with pu�er and spacer.pdf

https://media.naavi.com/macaroni/im-e1fc6a3c-7ad7-411e-b674-c0b2b1082cdf.pdf?deg=auto
https://media.naavi.com/macaroni/im-032c6104-26a2-4c21-bc45-49e9fe25b6cd.pdf?deg=auto
https://media.naavi.com/macaroni/im-a3c03536-2279-4ba3-9fc9-d42829259b13.pdf?deg=auto
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ALL MEDICINES MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY CLEAR INSTRUCTIONS FROM

PARENTS/CARERS AND THE NPS MEDICAL AUTHORITY FORM MUST BE

COMPLETED (attached below).

 

 

Student Self-care

We encourage students to be mindful of the hotter weather conditions. Students are

encouraged to participate in weather appropriate activities and not over-exert themselves in

the yard. Students are encouraged to attend our �rst aid o�ce, promptly and as required.

 

Parent/Carer Phone Numbers – we need to reach you

Our o�ce sta� are discovering many parent and carer contact phone numbers are incorrect,

disconnected, and do not have voicemail/message bank activated. Phones often ring out

with no answer when the school is attempting to make contact. It is extremely important in

emergency situations that we can contact parents and carers. 

 

All NPS sta� have a duty of care to our students – if we cannot establish contact with a

parent or carer, an ambulance will be called if deemed necessary. Please ensure you make

every attempt to be contactable during school hours, have voicemail set up on your phone

and that your emergency contact details stored at the o�ce are up to date. 

 

Thank you,

 

NPS First Aid Team

medicationauthorityform.pdf

https://media.naavi.com/macaroni/im-b5e50923-91ea-4d88-9f63-a22d416af72c.pdf?deg=auto
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Camps, Sports and Excursions Funding 

 

 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school

trips, camps and sporting activities.

 

If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans A�airs Gold Card,

Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent,

you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration category for asylum seeker and

refugee families.

 

Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments are

made direct to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and

sporting activities for the bene�t of your child.

 

It is important that funding made available in 2022 supports students to participate in school

trips, camps and sporting activities this year rather than being held for future years. This

funding can also be used in conjunction with any funding accrued from previous years.

Please note these activities will only take place if they meet COVIDSafe requirements.

 

If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an

application form this year, unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.

 

Repeated: Camps, Sports and
Excursions Funding - CSEF
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If you would like to apply for the �rst time, please �nd the 2022 application form attached

below or alternatively you can come in to the schools o�ce to �ll the form in. 

 

You can also download the form, and �nd out more about the program and eligibility, on

the Department of Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page.

 

The CSEF program for 2022 closes on the 24th of June 2022.

 

Please call the school o�ce on 9481 0009 if you have any questions, and please return

completed forms to the school o�ce as soon as possible.

Unwell Children

Please understand that in the current environment, if your child has any COVID-19 or cold-

like symptoms, parents/carers will be called to collect their child. We appreciate that families

are undertaking Rapid Antigen Testing, however, if your child has symptoms a PCR test is

highly recommended. 

 

Early Pick Ups

Parents and carers please be reminded that if you are planning to pick up your child/ren from

school early, it is important that you:

csef-application-form.pdf

Northcote Primary School O�ce
News 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx
https://media.naavi.com/macaroni/im-71375a66-20d0-4d1a-a38f-5d0dc7c961e6.pdf?deg=270
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Let your teacher know by communicating this through a Compass email (see

Compass Tips page of this newsletter for instructions)

Let the o�ce know by calling 9481 0009 or sending an email

to northcote.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Once you arrive at the school o�ce you will need to sign you child out via the

compass kiosk, a o�ce sta� member will call your child's classroom for your child to

come to the o�ce to meet you.

Often, students are moving around the school, and the o�ce is unable to locate them upon

your arrival. Please note that when you are picking up students from Grade 3 or 4, please

allow enough time to come to the o�ce sign out your child via the compass kiosk, take the

school's gate key to go across collect your child and then return the key to the o�ce. By

letting us know ahead of time we can be prepared and arrange for your child to be at the

o�ce ready for pick up if it is urgent.

 

Please always ensure you pick up your child/ren before or after lunch where possible.

Lunch eating time runs between 1:30pm and 1:40pm, and lunch play runs from 1:40pm until

2:30pm. Once play begins and your child is outside in the yard, if pick up is required the o�ce

will need to page them on the PA system, and often, they cannot hear us as they are having

so much fun! This will result in a longer wait outside the o�ce as we search for your

child/ren in the yard.

 

While we also understand that collecting your child early is necessary on certain occasions

and that picking them up a bit early might need to take place, we do request that if you can

wait till 3:30pm then please do so. We often have parents wanting to pick up children right

before the afternoon bell. Please understand that this is a very busy time in the classrooms

and in the o�ce. 

 

Your assistance in communicating any early departures with both your child's teacher and

o�ce is appreciated and will be very helpful to all involved.

 

Thank you,

 

NPS O�ce Team

mailto:northcote.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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Dear Parent/ Carers, 

on Wednesday the 2nd March the 2022 Parent Payment arrangement went out via

Compass. 

 

Thank to all the families that have made payments via Compass. 

 

Attached is a copy of the Parent Payment Arrangement.

 

 In the newsletter section compass information you will �nd attached a copy of the

CompassPay Parent Guide on how to make payments via Compass. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact the schools o�ce should you have any concerns.

 

 

Kind Regards 

 

Caterina Carnovale

Business Manager

Repeated: 2022 Parent Payment
Arrangement 

Parent Payment Arrangements_Feb 2022 Final Version.pdf

https://media.naavi.com/macaroni/im-891993d2-15db-4e0b-8ec1-541086492aac.pdf?deg=auto
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NPS Library needs some volunteers to cover our new library books with contact!

 

If you are interested,  please come to a short training session with Susi, our librarian, from

2.30 -3.30 one afternoon.

 

Contact Susi at susan.allender@education.vic.gov.au to let her know which day suits you

best - Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday. 

 

Hopefully we can get together soon and get some books on the shelves!

 

Please note: volunteers will need to complete the Department of Education Volunteer OHS

induction all volunteers at the school must have a current Working with Children check,

provide evidence of double vaccination and complete a quick induction at the main o�ce on

their �rst visit. We will also need to keep a photocopy of your WWC and vaccination status. 

Repeated: Library - Volunteers

mailto:susan.allender@education.vic.gov.au
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SunSmart

Don't forget to pack your hat!

SunSmart requirements are currently in force for all students. Please remember to apply your

sunscreen at the start of each day and wear your hat! No hat means restricted play in the

shade. We have NPS hats available to purchase at the school o�ce for $8.50 we currently

have the following sizes available: small, medium and large. 

UV Index

Tap or click the button below to check the daily UV index, or download the SunSmart app

here. 

 

 Sun Smart

https://www.sunsmart.com.au/tools/interactive-tools/free-sunsmart-app


25/03/2022, 18:34 Issue 8 PDF Export - iNewsletter

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/qM2XooN/preview/pdf 24/26

 

Check out the great resources for parents and carers on SunSmart's website.

https://www.sunsmart.com.au/advice-for/parents-carers
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Advertisements
The Department of Education and Training (DET) does not endorse the products

and services of any private advertiser or notice contained in this newsletter. 

No responsibility is accepted by the DET or this school for the accuracy of

information contained in the advertisements or claims made by them.
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