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Dates / Information
Dear Parents and Guardians. The final couple of weeks of the school term can get
extremely busy and hectic both in the class rooms and in the office. If a situation
arises that you need to pick up your child / children early, please either E-Mail the
school (northcote.ps@education.vic.gov.au) or ring the office (9481 0009) to let us
know what time the pick up will be. We will then organise to have your child /
children ready at the office.
Thank you
PLEASE RETURN ALL NPS LIBRARY BOOKS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.
Please keep looking for our library books. They turn up in the most surprising places!
We are trialling sending out library notices by E-Mail - hopefully this works and is
helpful.
Thank you
NPS Library

Students Grades 3 to 6
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Just a reminder to parents / guardians that students in year 3 and above are to wear a
fitted face mask indoors at school including Outside School Hours Care (OSHC),
unless a lawful exemption applies.
* Please make sure that your child is provided with a face mask when attending
school.

Important Information and Dates 2021
Sun Smart
During term 4 and term 1, students are required to wear a broad rimmed hat outdoors
at recess and lunch time, along with cap sleeved t-shirts to protect their shoulders and
encourage the reapplication of sunscreen when going outdoors.
Term 4
Monday 13th December

Release of the 2021 NPS School Production

Tuesday 14th December

Grade 6 Graduation

Thursday 16th December

Last day for Classroom Cuisine lunch orders

Friday 17th December

Last day of Term 4 (1.30 pm dismissal)

2022 Term Dates
Please note that Friday 28th January and 31st January are Curriculum days (no children at
school)
https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/3Je4RoN/preview/pdf
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Term 1
Tuesday 1st February (Grade 1 to grade 6 children return), to Friday 8th April
Prep return date - Wednesday 2nd February
Wednesday 2nd February

Classroom Cuisine Returns for 2022

Monday 14th March - Public Holiday (No school)
Term 2
Monday 25th April Public Holiday (No School)
Term 2 from Tuesday 26/04/22 to 24/06/22
Monday 13th June - Public Holiday (No School)
Term 3
Monday 11th July - Friday 16th September
Term 4
Monday 3rd October - Tuesday 20th December
Tuesday 1st November Public Holiday (No School)
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Library Books
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Farewell From Lyn
I would like to inform our school community that I will be finishing up my role as Business
Manager of this school on 4th February next year. I will be back
at school on 24th January for 2 weeks and then taking some long service leave before a
formal retirement date at the start of Term 2. It is time for me to enjoy the
next stage for me.
I have been at this school for quite a few decades and it has been such an amazing time over
all of those years. I have seen many children throughout all the years and even
seen quite a few families with the 2nd generation of children coming to NPS.
I have also seen the school buildings renovated a few times and was excited to see and be
able to enjoy, the latest amazing refurbishment of this great school.
My daughter was a student here from 1996 to 2002, which makes it extra special too.
I am wishing all families and the whole school community all the best with your time here at
this great school, NPS.
Kind Regards,
Lyn Ramsay
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Greetings from Julie
Our Wonderful Community!
It was great to see everyone enjoy themselves at the annual end-of-year school picnic. Our
school motto of “collaborative learning in a community that cares” is very evident in all we
say and do and the positive interactions we have with one another. Thank you also to the
tireless efforts of the community fund-raising team – keeping it up until the very end!
Reports
Your child/ren’s reports will be available on COMPASS from 4pm on Thursday 9th December.
If you need any help accessing COMPASS, please ask for assistance at the front office.
2022 Classes
It’s that exciting time of the year where our students have met their 2022 teacher and
classmates. On Tuesday all students spent two sessions with their 2022 class and teacher in
their new classroom. Students began and finished the day in their current class to provide an
opportunity for students to reflect on their day. We hope the experience for your child/ren
was an enjoyable one.
Please see your child’s teacher or a member of the Leadership team if you have any
questions.

School Production
We are very excited about the upcoming stream of the 2022 NPS Production, “The Lizard of
Aus”. It was a great experience for the students to see what it is like to be on a film set. We
are very grateful to all the people who have contributed their time to make this happen.
2022 NPS Annual Implementation Plan (AIP)
Next year is the last year of the NPS School Strategic Plan. The Strategic Plan is a document
that guides our practice over a period of four years, in our case, from 2018 – 2022. The
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school strategic plan sets out the actions will take to strengthen our vision of “Collaborative
Learning in a Community that Cares”. The following are the goals we set ourselves:
Build the capacity of all staff to use evidence based high-impact teaching strategies
Build teacher capacity to evaluate impact on learning
Empower students and foster school pride
Increase student intellectual engagement and self-awareness
Parents and carers as partners in learning
Over the past term, we have been busy listening to feedback and setting priorities for the
2022 NPS annual Implementation Plan, in order to further progress on our continuous
journey of self-improvement. We have set the following key actions for 2022 in the areas of
learning and wellbeing:
Some of our students have thrived in the remote learning environment, others have
maintained their learning progress, and some need extra support despite the best efforts of
teachers and families. In 2022 we will continue to focus on student learning – with an
increased focus on numeracy – and student wellbeing.
Support from the tutor Learning Initiative will continue in 2022.
There will be a continued focus on student voice, agency and leadership as research
shows that this directly positively impacts student learning and wellbeing.
The ongoing development of sustainable and effective partnerships between
teachers, parents and families.

If you would like to provide feedback about the strategic direction of NPS, please email me or
drop in for a chat.

Parent Payments
Yesterday, the Northcote Primary School’s voluntary financial contributions for 2022
schedule was sent out via Compass and email. The ongoing support of our families ensures
that our school can offer the best possible education and support for our students, allowing
us to offer a wider offering of subjects and special curriculum experiences and enhance
digital learning opportunities.
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These fees are payable week two of term one, 2022. We are unable to accept payments
earlier.
If you would like a copy, please ask at the office.

Bring Your Own Device (BYOD)
Just a reminder that BYOD devices need to be ordered by January 3rd, 2022 at the latest, for
those grade 3/4 students choosing this option.
Learning With Technologies (LWT) have set up a Northcote Primary School BYOD parent
portal that can be accessed through this link LWT BYOD Portal. The portal has the devices
that Northcote Primary School has nominated to best meet the curriculum and technical
requirements of students.

Child Safe
Northcote Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young
people. This will be the primary focus of our care and decision-making. Northcote Primary
School has zero tolerance for child abuse and is committed to providing a child safe
environment.
Take care and stay safe
Julie Andrews
Acting Principal
Collaboration – Community - Respect
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School Council Report
There are a number of updates to share from the last school council meeting (1/12/21):

Thanks from School Council
First and foremost, School Council would like to extend our thanks and best wishes to Lyn
Ramsay, our Business Manager. Lyn has been with NPS for an incredibly long time and will
be greatly missed.
Also, we want to mark the contributions of both Nicole and Sharif to School Council this year.
They have both been active contributors and helped us greatly. And the midnight oil Sharif
that burned on the technical, planning and policy development work on the Digital Devices
front has really set us up well for 2022 and beyond. They will both be missed by SC, and by
the broader school community.
To the rest of the 2021 school council, and to everyone that has contributed their time on
committees and fundraisers, thank you wholeheartedly. Without these ongoing contributions
we would not have the wonderful school that we do. It’s been such a tough year, and many,
myself included, have felt quite invisible as the school council. Despite this, we will complete
the 2021 year having, amongst other things, identified and approved significant landscaping
improvements to the school, and setting NPS for a great year in 2022 through the Principal
selection process.
And a final note of thanks to Karen Surridge for everything she has done for Northcote
Primary School. Karen departs School Council and NPS at the end of 2021 after many years
as a parent and a very active member of the school community. She has volunteered
countless hours of her time to the cause, and made things happen that simply would not
have, without her contribution. Karen’s parting gift to the school has been the final
submissions to VSBA of significant landscaping works to be completed at the school in 2022,
and her involvement in the Principal selection process.
Thank you.
2022 Parent Payment Arrangements
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NPS has sent out some detail this week on the Parent Payments for 2022, following some
changes from the Department of Education.
In particular, this change states more specifically that these fees are voluntary - this was of
course already the case. I just want to reinforce that the money raised through the parent
contributions is critically important to delivering great outcomes for our children.
As a school council, we are very cognisant of the challenging two years it has been for many
in our community, and understand that everyone’s financial circumstances are different. We
encourage everyone who can, to make the full voluntary contribution.

2022 School Fete
The NPS school fete is our premier annual community event, bringing the school and local
community together, and helping raise much needed funds for school improvement projects.
We are seeking expressions of interest from parents to be involved in next year's event. If
you’ve been involved in a similar event previously, even on a smaller scale (two people out
there will know what I’m referring to here), or you’d like to be - please reach out to Michael
Eva to discuss: michaeleva@gmail.com.
Fundraisers 2021
Our Community Subcommittee released a number of fundraisers for term 4 that were very
well supported, thank you.
The P-6 created Tea Towels, I love NPS plastic picnic cups & our beautiful chalkboard cards
were all part of the fundraisers.
Orders closed a couple of weeks ago and all orders will be available for pick up from the
school in the last week of term.
(Please watch out for a compass message re dates to pick up etc.).

NPS Principal Selection Process
School Council has continued working through this incredibly important process with the
Department of Education and Training (DET). The process is going well, with a decision
expected to be made prior to the end of the term, and the appointed principal in place for the
new school year.
Next School Council Meeting Date 23/02/2022
Note that at this meeting the 2022 School Council will be elected. I would encourage anyone
with an interest in this important and interesting work to reach out to any of the current
council for a chat about joining.
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Parent Raised Funds Update
Landscaping Projects Progress Update
School Council has approved a number of landscaping projects to be completed at NPS.
This includes a number of adventure play areas including a Senior Adventure Play and
Rockery, upgrades to the Henry Street entrance area and bike storage; a number of smaller
play areas to include shady imaginative, nature play and cosy nooks; Junior play and sand pit
upgrade; and outdoor learning and gathering spaces. These areas are all elements of the
Landscape Masterplan (prepared in 2019) and will be at a cost of over $400,000 of parent
raised funds. A separate Landscape Masterplan will also be developed for the Aftercare site
currently occupied by OSH Club.
Final submissions have now been made to the Victorian School Building Authority (VSBA) for
this work to proceed.

Pupil of the Week
Prep
00A - Anita
00R - Roisin

- Amelia V

Grade 1/2
1/2L - Laura
1/2KB - Keziah / Brigit
1/2G Leah
1/2S Stephanie
1/2 Olivia

- Eve P and Olive H
- Max R
- Evie CK
- Henry H
- Lincoln G

Grade 3/4
3/4N - Nicole
3/4S - Steve
3/4H - Heather
3/4LP - Lisa / Penny

- Eden T

- Arlo B
- Zara T
- Matthew D and Max P
- Oscar G
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- All Grade 6 Graduating Students
- All Grade 6 Graduating Students
- All Grade 6 Graduating Students
- All Grade 6 Graduating Students

Community Sub-Committee
Book sale at end of year picnic
The Community sub-committee will be hosted a 'pop-up' second-hand book sale at the end
of year picnic on Monday, 6 December.
An amount of $332.30 was raised.
Thank you

Trivia night wrap-up
The recent school trivia night on the 13th of November was a roaring success with $2943.00
raised for the school. The teachers, led by the amazing Laura and Anita, did an incredible job
of pulling it all together. A huge thanks goes to Karen Surridge for her generous contribution
of two hampers for auction.
Thanks to all of the parents who turned out and contributed generously!

Tea-towels, cups and cards fundraiser
So far we have sold 369 tea towels, 32 packs of cards and 78 picnic cups! It's a
phenomenal effort.
All of your purchased merch will be available in the last week of term. (Watch out for a
Compass message re dates to pick up your order).
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2022 Scholarships for Year 4 - 12
Scholarships available for 2022 Year 4 - 12
Scholarships are available for Year 4-11 students, Year 12 students planning to undertake
tertiary studies in 2022, and Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander students planning on
completing Years 11 and 12.

Year 4-12 student scholarships
The Department of Education and Training manages a number of scholarships which are
available to students who are currently enrolled in Years 4-12.
Applicants for these scholarships are evaluated on their:
participation in school activities
community involvement
academic record for the current year.
Scholarships are either one-off payments or for the duration of the student’s course/study
annually.
Applications for these scholarships, number of which have specific eligibility criteria, will
open on 1 October 2021 and close on 28 February 2022.
For more information and a list of available scholarships visit the 2021 Student Scholarships
for Years 4-12 Factsheet.

How to apply
For information on how to apply visit the student scholarships web page.
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Kitchen Garden
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Melissa Murphy (Parent of Finn and Phoebe).
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OSH Club
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Victorian Premiers' Reading Challenge
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Big Summer Read
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Bright Sparks

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/3Je4RoN/preview/pdf

27/29

12/9/21, 3:26 PM

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/3Je4RoN/preview/pdf

Issue 36 PDF Export - iNewsletter

28/29

12/9/21, 3:26 PM

Issue 36 PDF Export - iNewsletter

Ukulele For Kids
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