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Our school is located on land
traditionally owned by the
Wurundjeri people of the
Kulin nations.
We pay our deep respect to
Wurundjeri elders, past,
present and emerging.

Northcote Primary School is in
the inner northern suburb of
Northcote and was
established in 1874. We have
a long and proud history and
our school is housed in the
original Victorian and
Edwardian buildings.

Our School Values
Collaboration: Students are encouraged to be their best
selves through progressive learning and teaching practices
that give them the foundations, curiosity and creativity to be
life-long learners.
Community-minded: Welcoming students, staff, families
and friends by promoting a sense of belonging and sharing in
our school and wider community.
Respect: Accepting and valuing ourselves and others and
fostering an atmosphere of inclusion, resilience and mutual
respect.
These values underpin a school environment and
atmosphere where safety, caring attitudes, quality respectful
relationships, consultative decision-making, and high
education standards are encouraged.

Our goal is to provide
collaborative learning in a
community that cares.

We are here to help
children to become
literate, numerate and
prepare them for life. Our
community of students,
staff, families and friends
provide a supportive
learning environment,
engaging our children in
lifelong learning.

At Northcote Primary School we believe our core purpose
is to develop children to be literate, numerate and
curious, and to be part of a vibrant and engaged
community of staff, family and friends.
We also aim to develop students who are motivated,
engaged and resilient, and who contribute to the
wellbeing of others.
The Northcote Primary School community respects
diversity and promotes the values of fairness and equity.
We aim to provide a positive learning environment which
is responsive to and supportive of children’s educational
and social development through the implementation of a
consistent approach to student wellbeing. We use the
Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships program
to explicitly develop students' social, emotional and
positive relationship skills. We recognise that the
acquisition of social skills is a developmental process and
that children are at varying stages.
The rights of students, teachers and parents are
paramount within the wellbeing program as we work
towards common goals in an environment which
encourages co-operation and the sharing of
responsibilities in the education process.

What is your approach to teaching and
learning at NPS?
We value a collaborative approach to teaching and learning at NPS. Teacher
collaboration involves teachers working together in teams to achieve a common goal,
through sharing of best teaching practices, knowledge and problem solving. Our staff
work in teaching teams, where they are accountable to all students and their learning
needs, social and emotional wellbeing, and safety. Within these teaching teams,
teachers plan, teach and assess all students in the cohort. There is a collective and
shared responsibility to each other, where teachers enthusiastically learn, develop and
thrive working with and alongside each other. Each teacher brings their own expertise
to a team and our students benefit greatly from the wide range of abilities, skills,
knowledge and interests that our teachers share. Working collaboratively allows
teachers to form relationships with the wider community; with all students, parents,
carers and teachers. Effective collaborative practice improves teacher quality.

DAILY TIMETABLE
8:45 am

Gates Open

9:00 am

School Starts

11:00 am

Outdoor Recess Play

11:30 - 1:40 pm

Learning Resumes

1:40 - 2:30 pm

Outdoor Lunch Play

2:30 pm

Learning Resumes

3:30 pm

Dismissal

Student Learning Goals
Students co-create learning goals with their teachers. Throughout the year students will have
different specific literacy and numeracy goals which are targeted towards skills, concepts and
content that they are currently learning. Goals are shared with families through Google
Classrooms and students and teachers monitor how they are progressing towards achieving
their goals through their daily work.

How would you describe your learning
environments?
We began our collaborative journey with refurbishments to original traditional classrooms
a few years ago, and created flexible learning spaces for all students. This provided the
environment to transform the teaching and learning practices in our school, to be far
more suitable for today’s teaching and learning needs.
The school was recently the recipient of a Capital Works grant, to improve and enhance
our school buildings and since then, we have worked with architects to implement
building improvements on the main campus.
We have created spaces which support each individual learner’s needs and interests.
These include open plan learning environments, smaller/quieter indoor spaces and
outdoor learning areas. Whichever space students are utilising, teachers have access to
the resources required to engage, teach, assess and support student learning.

Do you have a buddy
program?
Yes. We have an excellent Buddy Program at Northcote
Primary School. Our Year 6 students long for their
opportunity to be a Buddy and remember their own
Buddies fondly. Many of our Year 6 students share their
wonderful memories with their Prep Buddy even before
the year begins - in a personally written letter, that your
child will receive during the summer break. When school
begins, our Year 6 Buddies are supported to help their
Prep Buddy to play/join in/and problem solve at Recess
and Lunch time. In the early stages of their friendship, they
eat together at recess and are supported to share their
likes, dislikes, interests and hopes for the year. The
teaching teams provide many opportunities throughout
the year for the Year 6 Buddies to mentor the Prep
students, support their learning inside the classroom and
reconnect throughout the year.
Our Year 6 Buddies are easy to spot in the yard and wear
their Year 6 Buddy hats proudly.

What is your
school
structure?
School numbers fluctuate from
year to year. Foundation/Prep
is the only single level grade at
Northcote Primary, all other
classes are composite grades.
In 2021 we have two Prep
classes, five grade 1/2 classes,
four grade 3/4 classes and four
grade 5/6 classes.

What is the school approach to bullying?
We provide a positive culture where bullying is not accepted, and in so doing, all will have
the right of respect from others, the right to learn and/or to teach, and a right to feel safe
and secure in their school environment and have a sense of wellbeing and belonging.
Our school is committed to providing a safe and caring environment and culture which
enables positive relationships to be formed amongst all students, staff and members of
our community. Role modelling, teaching and encouraging these behaviours and values,
encourages high self-esteem, cooperation, personal growth and a positive attitude to
learning and teaching.
Please refer to our School Website for our Bullying and Harassment policy for further
information.

Specialist Programs
The Arts

Ensuring a wide range of opportunities for students’ creative
expression is a high priority at Northcote Primary School.
Visual and Media arts are explored throughout the year with a
specialist teacher.
All students participate in weekly arts sessions and these are
complemented by a bi annual art show, choir, art walk
exhibitions and the bi-annual school production.

Language - Italian
We recognise that learning another language enhances students’ understanding of and
provides insights into their own language, whilst deepening their understanding of their
other languages.
All students participate in weekly Italian language sessions that immerse them in the
Italian language and culture. An annual highlight is our participation in the Dante
Aligheri Society poster competition where our students excel in expressing their
creativity and language understanding. Every two years we celebrate Italian language
and culture in a whole school day of everything Italian—music, dance, visual art, sports
and food. Bellisimo!

Physical Education

All students participate in a weekly specialist Physical Education program. In the junior
years students learn the fundamental movement skills that are the building blocks of
every sport. While in the senior year students we start to look at the sports
themselves, learning the rules and strategies required to be successful in that sport.
All aiming to develop happy and healthy students. We have an annual House Athletics
Day where students are encouraged to have a go. The Junior school students
compete in various tabloid games designed for fun and inclusiveness and the Senior
school students while also being fun and inclusive start to compete in traditional track
and field events. It’s a very colourful day with everyone dressing up in their House
colours and having a lot of fun. Grade 3-6 students also have opportunities to
compete in various district events against local schools that can progress all the way
to state level. 5/6 students participate in a weekly summer and winter interschool
sports competition gaining valuable teamwork experience. Every year level also
participates in a swimming program each year. Students go to a local pool and
complete developmentally appropriate sequential lessons.

Creating a strong Parent - School
Community
We are a community of learners—students,
parents and staff—learning, working and
sharing together.
Every day, parents are involved across the
school, supporting students and teachers in the
learning program, or supporting the school by
providing expertise in a particular area of need.
Our school council supports the work of the
school by providing expertise and views on
behalf of the school community.

We value opportunities where teachers
and parents can get to know each other
and look forward to annual social
gatherings such as the Twilight Picnic
and the Fete.
We appreciate parents and community
support and work to build sustainable
relationships between our school
community and the wider
Northcote/Darebin area.

Engaging Parents in Children's Learning
We work in partnership with parents regarding children’s wellbeing and learning progress .
A written report is provided at the end of Term 2 and Term 4. The reports outline
achievements, areas requiring improvement and/or future learning, and how you can help at
home. The reports rate your child’s progress against statewide standards.
During Term 1 teachers meet with parents to get to know the families and students as well as
to discuss learning goals. At the end of Term 2 parents and students are invited to meet with
teachers for Three Way Conferences. In these conferences, students explain and discuss with
their parents and teacher their learning achievements, as well as areas for further
improvement. They use samples of their work to demonstrate their learning progress across
the semester and to clarify what they have learnt, how they have learnt it and what challenges
they faced in the process. Teachers and parents discuss the learning progress and / or with
the student. These conferences are structured according to age and year level, with student
involvement increasing with age.
Of course, these aren’t the only times you might communicate with your child’s teachers.
Teachers are always happy to chat in person, over email or on the phone to work in
collaboration with parents.

Prep Interviews
Prep Interviews are conducted in the first
few weeks of Term 1. They are a government
initiative and are done for each Prep student
in the state. The interview takes 1 hour per
child and parents do not need to be present.
These interviews are completed on
Wednesdays in the first 4/5 weeks of school.
This means that Prep students do not attend
school on the first 4/5 Wednesdays of school
except for their allotted interview time.

Do you have a
school uniform?
No. At Northcote Primary School we value and
encourage students to celebrate their
individualism. With that in mind, students are
guided and supported to express their
individuality in a safe and respectful way. This
includes wearing appropriate footwear to
school and reminding students of, and
ensuring our school’s SunSmart policy is
adhered to.
SunSmart School
At Northcote Primary School, we require
students to wear a broad brimmed hat
outdoors at recess and lunch time, along with
cap sleeved t-shirts to protect their shoulders
and encourage the reapplication of sunscreen
when going outdoors.
*Please note that we are
currently in a transition
period between school
logos. The hat that you
purchase at the start of the
year may have this new
logo or the old one. Both
are absolutely fine to use.

Technology at NPS
Information and Communications Technologies (ICT), including the internet, are now a
fundamental part of life in a digital age. They also offer many potential benefits and
opportunities for teaching and learning.
Northcote Primary School has an important role in ensuring that students know how to use
ICT appropriately and safely to access, manage and evaluate information, develop new
understandings, communicate with others in order to participate effectively in society and
demonstrate being eSmart.
At Northcote Primary we have a 1:1.5 ratio of devices for students to use in our classrooms.
Students in Prep to Year 2 use iPads and from Years 3 to 6 Students use laptops. We
incorporate the use of technology in many different curriculum areas.

