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Important Dates 2021

Watch this space for future dates

 

Term 2 

 

June

Mon 14th - Public Holiday - NO SCHOOL

Tuesday 22nd - Parent Teacher Interviews and 3 Way Conferences (see information inside)

Friday 25th - Last day of term 2, students �nish at 2:30pm

 

Term 3

Monday 12th July - 1st day of Term 3

 

Thursday 29th July - Grade 5/6 Swimming

Friday 30th July - Grade 5/6 Swimming

Thursday 5th August - Grade 5/6 Swimming

Friday 6th August - Grade 5/6 Swimming

Thursday 12th August - Grade 5/6 Swimming

Friday 13th August - Grade 5/6 Swimming

Saturday 14th August - Trivia Night

Thursday 19th August - Grade 5/6 Swimming

Friday 20th August - Grade 5/6 Swimming

 

Friday 17th September - Last day of Term 3 (2.30 dismissal) 

 

Important Dates & Information
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Term 4

Monday 4th October - 1st day  of Term 4

A bumper newsletter today, sorry that we haven’t been able to get the newsletter out to you

over the past two weeks due to COVID demands.

 

School is back!

It was so good to hear the news yesterday that students in Greater Melbourne could return

to school on Friday after a period of 2 weeks of remote learning whilst we were in lockdown

4.  I would like to convey my thanks to our whole community for adapting so swiftly and

seamlessly to the new COVID-19 restrictions to help address the recent outbreak. 

 

The adaptability of our students to swing back to remote learning is a testament to

parent/carer’s support and the dedication and resilience of all sta� at our school.  Every hour

that we are able to support students’ wellbeing and continue to engage them in remote

learning, and every day our students are back on site, makes a valuable contribution to their

learning and wellbeing now and into the future. No doubt there will be more challenges

ahead for us all in 2021, but our ever developing ability to adapt to change remains critical,

for all our community. 

 

Here’s a photo of Remy, year 2, engaged at home in remote learning. Well done Remy!

 

Greetings from Kerrie
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Cross Country event

Our school participated in the local network Cross Country event late in May.  Dale has

written about the event further on in the newsletter.

We wanted to highlight the e�ort of all participants.  We were very proud of all of them.  Here

is a great photo of a deservedly proud Isla H’s (year 4) who came third in her event.  Great

running Isla!  Well done all participants and well done Isla! 



6/10/2021 Issue 15 PDF Export - iNewsletter

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/7MnAgoJ/preview/pdf 5/26

Student Reports 

I have been reading student reports over the past couple of weeks and I continue to be

impressed with the progress children have made and heartened by the honest and

considered responses from the students themselves with their student re�ections.

 

Sometimes their candidness makes me smile and laugh out loud e.g. Young one in Prep to 2

area:  “I know I am a good listener because I stare at the teacher when we are on the mat”; or

“I know I am a good listener because I turn on my listening ears when we are on the �oor”. 

They also demonstrate what the children value about learning at school. 

 

Reading the student’s reports before they go home, gives me an opportunity to �nd out the

learning growth of the students.   The teachers have put many hours into the reports right

throughout the lockdown period to ensure you get an accurate picture of their progress to

date and where they are going next.  We are in the �nal editing stages and will have them

ready for you to access online via Compass by Friday 18th June. 
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Please take the time to read them and acknowledge your child’s e�ort and learning with

them.  Very important they know you value their report and discuss the things your family will

help them focus on for next term.

 

National Reconciliation Week 2021

Reconciliation Australia’s theme for 2021, More than a word. Reconciliation takes action,

urges the reconciliation movement towards braver and more impactful action.

 

Reconciliation is a journey for all Australians – as individuals, families, communities,

organisations and importantly as a nation. At the heart of this journey are relationships

between the broader Australian community and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

peoples.

We all have a role to play when it comes to reconciliation, and in playing our part we

collectively build relationships and communities that value Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander peoples, histories, cultures, and futures.  2021 marks twenty years of Reconciliation

Australia and almost three decades of Australia’s formal reconciliation process.

 

What is National Reconciliation Week?

National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is a time for all Australians to learn about our shared

histories, cultures, and achievements, and to explore how each of us can contribute to

achieving reconciliation in Australia.

 

The dates for NRW remain the same each year; 27 May to 3 June. These dates commemorate

two signi�cant milestones in the reconciliation journey— the successful 1967 referendum,

and the High Court Mabo decision respectively.

 

Reconciliation must live in the hearts, minds and actions of all Australians as we move

forward, creating a nation strengthened by respectful relationships between the wider

Australian community, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

 

 

Resources for supporting Student Mental Health and Wellbeing for parents/carers

It can be challenging to process and manage changes to routines and the uncertainty that

comes with COVID-19 and related restrictions – including moving to remote learning. 

 

To support our school community during this time, resources and support are available for

parents, carers and families.  These resources will help to support the mental health and

wellbeing of our students and the young people in our care during this time.  I encourage

https://nrw.reconciliation.org.au/


6/10/2021 Issue 15 PDF Export - iNewsletter

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/7MnAgoJ/preview/pdf 7/26

everyone in our community to access these resources and take care of themselves during

this time. 

Services and support for students and their families 

 

A Quick Guide to Student Mental Health and Wellbeing resources is available for students,

parents and carers looking to access expert guidance and resources to support wellbeing.

Supporting the mental health and wellbeing of our students remains our priority this year,

especially during the continued COVID-19 pandemic and while students are learning from

home during the current circuit breaker restrictions. 

 

For students, the guide includes resources to support their own mental health and

wellbeing.

Advice and resources for students about ways to adapt their learning during

coronavirus, to look after themselves and where to get help.

Wellbeing activities featuring AFL and AFLW players with tips on managing stress,

staying active and gratitude. 

Kick it with Victory physical activities with Melbourne Victory Football Club.

Smiling Mind mindfulness activities for senior secondary school students, including

short videos, online tip sheets and meditations. 

 

The guide also includes resources and supports for parents and carers to help them build

their child’s physical and mental health and wellbeing. This includes:

Resources to support children’s physical, mental health 

Wellbeing activities and conversation starters.

Raising Learners podcast series

How to talk to your child about coronavirus (COVID-19). 

 

Wellbeing guidance for parents and carers is also available on the Department’s website, or

through the con�dential parent support hotline, Parentline, available 8am to midnight, seven

days a week. Phone: 13 22 89.

 

2021 Year 5/6 Camp to Lord Somers

Just a couple of weeks ago, 111 x year 5/6’s just managed to squeeze in three days of their

long awaited 4 day camp before lockdown was declared.  They bravely bared the cold, stormy

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/health/mentalhealth/quick-guide-to-student-mental-health-and-wellbeing-resources.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/Pages/default.aspx
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then sunny weather to participate in stand up paddle boarding (SUP); kayaking; raft building;

hike to Coolart homestead; beach games; pizza making and screen printing to mention a

few.  The camp was rained out on the �rst afternoon so not to be deterred, our 5/6’s happily

participated in indoor dance-a-thon lead by our energetic instructors.  The weather improved

and the campers were able to continue in the scheduled activities until Thursday. 

 

With the lockdown called, we scrambled to organise buses to head down to bring the 5/6’s

back to school in the evening, a day before they were scheduled to come home.  A �rst for

our school.

 

Thank you

I would like to acknowledge the great spirit of participation and enjoyment in all activities

from the year 5/6 camp cohort.  A big thank you to the parents who attended and supported

the children’s participation, we couldn’t have done it without you.  A huge thank you to the

sta� who attended, the 5/6 teachers (Jennifer; Sharif; Michelle; Melissa) and Education

Support Sta�, Donna. 

 

A massive thank you to Linda, team leader, who ended up having to fully organise 3 camps as

each of the 2 x 5/6 camps to Canberra was cancelled due to Covid-19 restrictions.  Linda

�nally succeeded in rolling out the camp to Lord Somers. 

Well done all!  We got it in!
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Regards

Kerrie
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District

A few weeks back NPS students from 3/4 and 5/6 braved the early Melbourne winter

weather to compete in the cross-country race against 9 other local schools from our district.

9/10 year olds had to run a 2km course while 11 and 12/13 year olds had to run a 3km

course. It’s a di�cult course with a hard hill climb but all of our Northcote athletes did the

school proud.

Our district cross country team was made up of; Anton, Eve B, Scarlett, Elijah, Kevin, Isabella

F, Max F, Abigail F, Eve G, Luciana, Alice G, Eli, Isla H, Felix H, Grace HM, Maeve, James, Leo

M, Adelle, Clancy, Lachlan, Max P, Edward P, Ruby, Grace P, Abby P, Eva S, Piper S, Bridget,

Lucia, Connor, Kate S, William W and Eimer.

It was an amazing accomplishment to represent Northcote Primary and I want to applaud

our athletes for their hard work and for doing their best in their races. 

To make it through to the next stage which is Division students needed to �nish in the top 10.

We had 3 students make it through Isla Henderson (9/10 girls, 3rd place), James McDermott

(9/10 boys, 9th place) and Edward Pearce (11 boys, 3rd place).

Thank you to all who also braved the weather and came along to support our Northcote

Primary athletes.

Division

The Division race was this week and after a rainy night luckily the rain stopped in time for the

event. Unfortunately, Edward was on 5/6 camp so he couldn’t make it but Isla and James

were able to attend and represent Northcote Primary. 

The Darebin Division is made up of 25+ schools so we knew that there was going to be some

tough competition facing our Northcote Primary runners. They both did an absolutely

District and Division Cross Country
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amazing job and both gave remarkable performances; Isla Henderson �nished 4th in the

9/10 girls race and James �nished 12th in the 9/10 boys race. The top 12 people make it

through to the next stage which is Regionals, so both our Northcote Primary athletes will be

representing us again at the Regionals later in the term.

Thank you to our parents/guardians who provided transport and support.

 

Dale

We have a lot of updates to share with you this week, but �rstly let me say a big thank you

from School Council to Ross Bennie for his incredible service to Northcote Primary School

over many years, including his support of and involvement in School Council. 

 

As I write this note we have news of lockdown easing, which I know will be a welcome

respite for us all. A particular thanks to the teachers and sta� of NPS who continue to

respond to the changing circumstances while delivering for our kids.

 

School Council Update

 

There are a number of updates to share from the last school council meeting

(12/5/2021):

 

New Library space

School Council Report
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Work is ongoing on optimising our New Library Space, including a (librarian) parent providing

advice on space utilisation, suggested layout and appropriate shelving. Once additional

shelves are �nalised the aim is to relocate The Block’s library over to the one central location.

The library is now open during Thursday lunch. This quiet play option has been popular for

students and this is also an opportunity for 3/4 students to access the new library area at the

moment.

 

Library Fund – report provides good information that would be good to share with the

broader community

School Council oversees the NPS Library Fund which contains tax deductible donations

from the school community. This fund has helped in the positive changes we are seeing in

the Library, and donations are tax deductible, as are donations to the Building fund. With June

30 fast approaching, we would warmly welcome donations to either of these funds. 

 

Welcoming Aimee Kinda and Melissa Lewis as new SC members

School Council are very pleased to welcome NPS parent Aimee Kinda to the position of a

Community SC member and as our new Treasurer.

We also welcome Melissa Lewis as acting AP who has �lled the casual vacancy on SC left by

Ross Bennie and so become a new SC member.

 

Update on submission for Creative Workers in Schools

Last year the Victorian Government announced a Creative Workers in Schools Program and

SC, upon the recommendation from the Community Subcommittee, enthusiastically agreed

NPS should make a submission.

 

Unfortunately, NPS was not successful in our submission however we thank teachers Anita

and Edwina for their hard work and e�orts in this endeavour.

 

Trivia Night & Tea Towel Fundraisers

School Council approved two proposals from Community for the popular annual Trivia Night

and Tea towel fundraisers for this year and there will be more to come.

 

Working Bee Sat 19th June - postponed

SC approved a Working Bee for Saturday 19th June 2021 for planting of entry and canopy

gardens. Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 restrictions the date has been cancelled but we are

working on allocating a date in Term 3 and looking forward to getting this work done. 

 

Next School Council Meeting Date: Wednesday 16th June 
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Sub-committee Information

Expressions of interest from parents for involvement in 2022 Fete & involvement in the

Community subcommittee

Community Subcommittee are seeking expressions of interest from the school community to

become involved in the Fete planning for 2022 – work needs to get started on this now.

Community Subcommittee are also looking for new subcommittee members. Please contact

Convenor Michael Eva michaeleva@gmail.com if you are interested in becoming involved.

 

Parent Raised Funds Update

 

Parent Raised Funds

School Council passed a motion to plan to spend the current balance of Parent Raised Funds

during the 2021 calendar year. This includes funds carried forward from recent years, which

we will be seeking to deploy to meaningfully improve the school experience for our kids.

 

Large TV screen for Hall

School Council are excited to announce that we have approved the purchase of a large TV

screen for the school hall. We’re looking forward to seeing how it can contribute to our

student experience.

 

Sports Equipment

School Council are also pleased to have approved a request from Dale to provide classroom

sports equipment, as well as the annual replenishment of the kits as required. 

 

Andrew Schmidt

School Council President 
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Northcote Primary School Tours
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Pupil of the Week, (Week 7)

Prep

            00A - Anita                     -  Eden T

            00R - Roisin                   -  Rex S

 

Grade 1/2                         

             12L  - Laura                   -  Beau C

             12O -  Olivia                   -  Finn Y

            12KS - Keziah/Brigit     - Eddie J

             12G - Leah                      - Eva M

             12S - Stephanie            - Estelle H

 

Grade 3/4                         

              34N - Nicole                - Milton AC

              34S - Steve                   - Julian DLT

              34H - Heather             -  George C

              34LP - Lisa/Penny     -  Tom R

 

Grade 5/6                         

               56L - Linda                  - All Grade 5/6 Campers 

               56M - Michelle          - All Grade 5/6 Campers 

               56S - Sharif                 - All Grade 5/6 Campers 

               56J - Jennifer              - All Grade 5/6 Campers 

 

Pupil of the Week 
Pupil of the Week



6/10/2021 Issue 15 PDF Export - iNewsletter

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/7MnAgoJ/preview/pdf 17/26

Pupil of the Week, (Week 8)

Prep

            00A - Anita                     -  All Prep A

            00R - Roisin                   -  All Prep R

 

Grade 1/2                         

             12L  - Laura                    -  Eve P

             12O -  Olivia                   -  Remy F

            12KS - Keziah/Brigit     -  Shanaya S

             12G - Leah                      - Ella C

             12S - Stephanie            - Emily C

 

Grade 3/4                         

              34N - Nicole                - Lola S

              34S - Steve                   - Jakob V

              34H - Heather             - Fletcher G

              34LP - Lisa/Penny     -  Ella S

 

Grade 5/6                         

               56L - Linda                  - Hadi M

               56M - Michelle          - Annabelle L

               56S - Sharif                 - Holly W

               56J - Jennifer              -  Aida O
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SAVE THE DATE: Parent Teacher Interviews and 3 Way Conferences – Tuesday 22nd

June

All interviews/conferences can be booked online through Compass from the morning of

Thursday 10th June to Monday 21st June, closing at 4.00 p.m. Interviews/conferences will be

available from 11.00 am until 7.15 pm. for a duration of 15 minutes each. Students will have

the opportunity to share and discuss their online portfolio of learning goals with their

families.

 

The interview format will be a 3 Way conference, where the student is present for part of the

interview process and the other part of the interview is between the teacher and the

parent/carer without the student present.

 

Student reports will be available via Compass from Thursday the 17th of June. On Tuesday

22nd June, parents/carers and students will be meeting with their Home Group teacher to

discuss each student’s learning progress, future learning and any concerns.  

 

On this day, students come to school ONLY for their conference. There are no regular

classes on the day as all home group teachers are involved in conferences.  Edwina (Art

Teacher), Dale (PE Teacher) and Rosa and Elena (Italian/LOTE teachers) will be available for

requested interviews via Compass from 3.45 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. 

 

Parent Teacher Interviews and 3 Way
Conferences
Tuesday 22nd June 2021
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ALTERNATIVE PROGRAM:

Tuesday 22nd June 2021   9.00 a.m. – 3.30 p.m.

For parents who are unable to make alternative care arrangements for the day, an alternative

program will operate from 9.00am – 3.30pm.  Only students who are registered (via this

Google Form) can attend, as we need to ensure adequate sta�ng arrangements in advance. 

 

The alternative program is NOT aligned with students’ usual program and will be supervised

by teachers who are NOT their regular Home Group teacher.  If you cannot arrange

alternative care for your child/children, you MUST book via this Google Form, as soon as

possible. If you are unable to access the Google Form, please call the school on (03) 9481

0009.

 

CREATING A BOOKING VIA COMPASS:

Instructions on how to make a booking for the day will be sent out via Compass, closer to

when bookings open on June 10th.

 

Thank you,

Melissa Lewis

Acting Assistant Principal

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1lTytAO7jkGpPs9v25Kv1VmwCVzbIp60r4lXe1JsPttQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1lTytAO7jkGpPs9v25Kv1VmwCVzbIp60r4lXe1JsPttQ/edit?usp=sharing
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Victorian Premiers' Reading
Challenge
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School Play Equipment
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NPS Trivia Night

We are so excited to invite you to the NPS Parent Trivia night. Please save the date in your

calendars. More information about booking will be coming shortly.

When: August 14th

Time: 7-12pm

Where: Welcome to Thornbury

NPS Trivia Night
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The COVID restrictions now allow group singing again! The Choir started up again from

Monday the 10th of May. If your child is in Year 3-6 and is interested in joining the NPS choir,

I encourage them to come along and see if they enjoy it. Choir practise will run for the �rst

half of lunch time each Monday.

 

Please feel free to contact Anita (anita.hillman@education.vic.gov.au) if you have any further

questions.

Year 3 - 6 NPS Choir


