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Northcote Primary School
Newsletter. 

Issue 9 · 01 Apr 2021
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Important Dates 2021

Watch this space for future dates

April

Thu 1st - Last day of term 1, students �nish at 2:30pm

Sun 4th - Daylight Saving Ends

 

Term 2 

April

Mon 19th - Term 2 commences

May

Mon 3rd - Pupil Free Day

Tue 25th - Fri 28th - Grade 5/6 Camp at Somers

June

Mon 14th - Public Holiday - NO SCHOOL

Friday 25th - Last day of term 2, students �nish at 2:30pm

 

Important dates from Northcote High School

Important Dates & Information
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Athletics Day! 

I can’t begin to tell you how good it was, to put all of our children on a bus and head out for

our �rst whole school excursion together, for a year!  Our year ones had never been on a

school excursion so there was excitement plus on their part before the bell had rung! 

The bus trip alone was cause for huge excitement for our younger children.  A little year one

child, face painted in house colours, all dressed in red, came up to me before school,

squealing with delight and said “Kerrie!  We’re going on a bus today! Yayyy!”  then

thoughtfully asked ... “Will it be a double decker bus?” Mmmm, not wanting to disappoint, I

replied “I’ll see what I can do, but I think they are pretty big buses anyway.” I’m sure she was

not disappointed.

 

When we arrived at Coburg Athletics track, there was a sea of reds, yellows, blues and

greens assembling in their houses ready to start the events.   Athletics Day had �nally

arrived.  We got the weather right and this helped children �y in their events along with the

enthusiastic cheering of friends, sta� and families. 

 

Participation was the focus, as long as every child ‘had a go’, sometimes helped along by a

house captain or vice-captain, teacher or parent, and received a ribbon acknowledging their

e�orts. 

 

Parents, Grandparents, our year 7 and 8 ex-students, and friends, provided support, helping

with equipment set up and pack down, �nish marshals, measuring the shot put, discus and

Greetings from Kerrie
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long jump, stop watch duty and so on.   

 

Finally back at school, exhausted but so happy, the children came out of their classes at the

end of the day with ribbons �ying from their t-shirts and weary smiles on their faces.  A great

way to end the Term. 

 

Here is what some of the Preps thought of their �rst Athletics day:

I liked that you had to run, run, run that 60m sprint. Great Exercise. – Rex S

When I did the Egg and Spoon Race, I didn’t drop it at all. – Arlo C

I liked the hurdles because I got a ribbon. – Alex C

I liked having the parents there. – Belle K

I like how we did the racing competition because we ran so fast. – Peta T

It was fun because we had to jump like a dog peeing when we did the hurdles. – Zoe

S

I liked the Egg and Spoon Race because I liked walking really slowly so I didn’t drop

the egg! – Beatrix E

I liked that Dale was wearing a rainbow tutu. – Alex P

I liked that we went on the bus. – Kaan O

I liked looking out the window of the bus, I saw letters and numbers. – Adam M

I liked being out in nature. – Penny C

I liked sitting with my friend on the bus. – Eden S

When we �nished the race we got ribbons. - Davie F-R

 

 

Thank you Dale, Physical Education teacher

Many thanks go to Dale, our Physical Education Teacher, who put numerous hours into the

planning of the school Athletics Day.  Best out�t goes to Dale with Eliza S, Bella F, and Ruby

P, year 6, coming a very classy second. 
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Thank you everyone

All sta� worked tirelessly out on ‘the pitch’ all day to make sure children were where they

should be for their events. It ran superbly without a hitch and wouldn’t have done so without

the tremendous support of parents and family members on the day pitching in with jobs such

as:  spotting place getters; ribbon distribution; raking sand for the long jump and triple jump;

marshalling children to events; taking numerous photos; assisting injured children and so on.

 

Thank you all parents, sta�, friends and our lovely ex-students (years 7 and 8) and supporters

for also helping out on the day to make it a very successful one for every child.   

 

Congratulations House Captains and Vice Captains

The House Captains and Vice Captains had important jobs on the day and it was great to see

them step up and take on real responsibilities of helping with the organisation and

equipment for the various events.  Well done Captains and Vice Captains! 

 

Term 1 �nishes

Thank you to our Northcote Primary School Community, for a wonderful Term 1.  A little blip

in the middle with the 3 day remote learning but we were fortunate there were no more this

term. 

We can hardly believe our little Preps have just about completed their �rst term of big

school. Wow! 

 

Thank you to our Parent community
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It is wonderful that we have such positive and productive relationships with our parent

community.  Together, we understand the nature of our task at our school is to provide the

best learning environment we can for the children and actively work towards achieving this

at every level. 

 

Thank you Sta�

As always, our dedicated sta� (both teaching and non-teaching) have worked

conscientiously and tirelessly in teams, to ensure that the year started well and the children

settled and focused on improving their learning. 

Team Leaders – thank you

I would like to recognise the work our school leaders (Ross Bennie, A.P.; Linda Batten, 5/6

Team Leader; Nicole Parker, 3/4 Team Leader; Laura Wandke, 1 /2 Team Leader; and Anita

Hillman, Foundation Team Leader and Niki Skoullos, Tutor Team Leader; Lyn Ramsay,

Business Manager/O�ce Team Leader) have been doing in their own teams and across the

school throughout Term 1.

 

On behalf of the school community, I wish them all a very restful holiday.

 

Thank you students of Northcote Primary

What a great start to the school year you have all had.  We look forward to your continued

enjoyment of school, your hard work and your pride in your achievements.  Well done!

 

I wish you all a safe and lovely Easter break and hope no-one gets caught up in border

closures over the holidays!  Rest, relax and enjoy time with your families and friends and we

will see you all back ready to go for Term 2!

Warm regards,

Kerrie
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Hello all, 

We had fantastic weather for Athletics Day yesterday. Students made a wonderful e�ort in all

of their events. It was great to see so many students proudly representing their house

colours. We will have the o�cial results and a full write up of Athletics day in the newsletter

next term.

Huge thanks to all the helpers, the day cannot run smoothly without all of your help!

Thanks 

Dale

Athletics Day! 
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School Council 2021

 

The Northcote Primary School Council is a group of parents and teachers working to make

our school the best it can be for our students, and for the broader school community. 

 

We are all very passionate about the school, and bring a diverse set of life experiences to the

council. But - greater diversity of voices drives better outcomes, and we would love to have

more people involved. We encourage anyone in the school community who would like to be

involved, to join one of the NPS School Council sub-committees, as listed below: 

 

 

Sub Committee Convenor Members                                    

Finance & NOOSCH

(Osh Club)

Not (yet)

elected

Andrew Schmidt, Kerrie Williams, James

Manners, Lyn Ramsay

Education Andrew

Murphy

Kerrie Williams, Ross Bennie, Lucy Johnston,

Sharif Slamet

Environments Karen

Surridge

Ross Bennie, James Manners

Community Michael Eva Anita Hillman, Tessa Van Duyn, Kelly Jackson

 

 

The work of these Committees plays an important role in providing input and oversight to the

school’s operation and ongoing evolution.

School Council 
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The �rst meeting of the 2021 school council met on the 24th March, electing o�ce bearers

for the year, with the following positions �lled:

 

School Council President: Andrew Schmidt

 

School Council Vice-President: Tessa Van Duyn

 

Treasurer: Vacant 

 

The next school council meeting will be held on May 12th, 2021 at 7 PM. We will share the

dates of the sub-committee meetings in upcoming newsletters. 

 

Over the coming weeks we’ll be introducing our school council members to the school

community, via the newsletter. They would all love to hear from you so don’t hesitate to make

contact. 

First of all, I’d like to thank the 2020 school council for the work they did last year, in what

were very challenging times. Particularly let me thank Julie Borninkhof, the outgoing

President. Julie was a member of, and a valuable contributor to, the NPSC for many years.

Julie has been incredibly supportive in my �rst few weeks and I’m very grateful for that. 

 

I’ve been involved in the NPS community for �ve years now, and part of Northcote for 11

years. I really love the wonderful sense of community of the area, and particularly of our
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school. A wonderful group of teachers combined with friendly supportive parents makes for

a great school environment.

 

My wife Lily and I have three kids at NPS, Eva (Grade 4), Lola (Grade 3) and Rex (Prep), with

our youngest starting prep in 2022. I joined the school council late in 2020 when a vacancy

arose, and am looking forward to what we can achieve this year. Outside of being a parent at

NPS, I work in public safety technology, love getting out on the bike when time permits,

cooking and heading to the football with Eva to watch Essendon play. 

 

Coming out of the year that was 2020, I’m particularly keen to see what we as a school

council can do to help our kids bounce back better than ever. Ultimately, I want to ensure we

are highly engaged with, and providing a voice to, all of our school community. And that we

build the pro�le of NPS to ensure we are a destination of choice for Northcote families.

 

I’d love to hear from you if you have thoughts about the school and how we can keep

improving. Please drop me a note at andrewschmidt77@gmail.com with  your ideas. 

 

One last note - to complete the school council for 2021 we still need a treasurer. It’s not a

huge time commitment, but it’s an important role on the council. If you’re interested, or know

someone who might be, please let me know. 

mailto:andrewschmidt77@gmail.com


5/7/2021 Issue 9 PDF Export - iNewsletter

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/rM74VP5/preview/pdf 11/15

I am a human rights lawyer and CEO with over a decade of experience working with the

Human Rights Commission to promote improved outcomes for all Victorians.

 

I am mum to Felix, Elke and Coco. Felix is at NPS in Grade 3/4 (Lisa & Penny) while Elke is in

1/2 (Olivia) and they both absolutely love being a part of the NPS community. I am

passionate about social justice and fostering a sense of community for all walks of life, and I

really enjoy engaging with the school community with the aim of engendering strong ties

across the community, through encouraging a sense of belonging and commitment to our

children's learning and supporting the school and the wonderful teaching sta�.

 

I have been Vice President and a previous Convener of the Community Sub Committee for a

year and am excited to continue in the Vice President's role this year. I am very open and

happy to talk, so please feel free to approach me to get involved in the Community sub

committee or just to touch base with any comments or ideas you have to help make our

school community the best it can be.

I’m James Manners, dad to Ellie in Grade 3/4n and Hamish grade 1/2KS. I run a digital health

software company and am new to the school council.
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I am on the Finance and Environment committee and hope to build on our fantastic new

school buildings by making the grounds equally as amazing.

 

I’d love to hear thoughts and suggestions on how we can improve the school, don’t hesitate

to send me an email/phone call or grab me at school drop o�/pick up. 

After the challenging year we've all had and what seems like an eternity in isolation, I am

excited to be joining the school council and putting my corporate experience in marketing,

communication, and project management to good use by helping out with the events

calendar, fundraising, and the way we engage with each other and the broader community.

 

I have two sons; Charlie who has just started prep, and Thomas who is almost 3 so still has a

couple of years to go before he joins NPS.  Both are full of energy and keep my husband and I

very busy. We love exploring the local parks, going to our favourite cafe after swimming, and

visiting the zoo.  We also love heading down to Anglesea and spending as much time at the

beach as we can.

 

As I am new to the school, I am looking forward to getting to know more about the school

and the people who contribute to making it such a wonderful community.

 

If you have any suggestions, please feel free to reach out to me.
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It's my third year on the school council (with Elijah in Lisa and Penny's grade 3 class and Felix

in Lea's grade 1 class) but my 8th year living directly across the road from the school.

 

This year I'll be convening the Community sub-committee and would love any and all support

from members of the school community around fundraisers and community building.

 

We'd love to have you along at the Community sub-committee meetings. You can email me

on: michaeleva@gmail.com

mailto:michaeleva@gmail.com
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I have been a member of the School Community for 10 years and have thoroughly enjoyed

my time on School Council and as Convenor of the Environments Committee.

We have helped the school with the transition and much needed refurbishment of heritage

buildings into facilities that start to re�ect the educational vision and pedagogy of the school.

But the government funding was not su�cient to complete our buildings masterplan – so we

still have a lot of work to do.

With my eldest, Maddie, in Grade 6 this is also my last opportunity to get much needed

landscaping works underway - an obvious challenge in a government school with little to no

�nancial support.

But with the help of the school community, I know that we can do it. So get your bucket and

spade ready and stay tuned for working bee dates – as we really need your help
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Hi my name is Andrew Murphy and I have Phoebe in year 5 and Finn is year 2. This will be my

�rst time on school council and also the Education Sub committee.

 

I work in Logistics and Supply Chain. I am excited and looking forward to the school year

ahead.


