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Important Dates & Information
Important Dates 2019
November
15 Fri
15 Fri
19 Tues
20 Wed
21 Thur
22 Fri
22 Fri
29 Fri
December
03 Tues
06 Fri
10 Tues
10 Tues
11 Wed
11 Wed
12 Thur
13 Fri
13 Fri
16 Mon
18 Wed
20 Fri
2020
January
28
Tues
29
Wed
30
Thur
30
Thur
31
Fri
February
03
Mon
26
Feb

Grade 3/4 Rocket Incursion
Prep Melbourne Fire Brigade Incursion- Session 1
Whole School Italian Day- See notice
District Triathlon
Grade 3/4 Excursion to IMAX
Grade 1/2 Excursion to Werribee Zoo
Prep Melbourne Fire Brigade Incursion- Session 2
Prep Excursion to Palace Westgarth Cinemas
Parent Helpers Morning Tea 11 - 11.30am
Prep Excursion to CERES
Grade 6 -7 Transition Orientation Day- Gr. 6 students at their 2020 school today.
In-school transition day
Grade 6 Graduation
Instrumental Music Concert at 2.30pm
Grade 5/6 Excursion to MSAC
Grade 5/6 Excursion to Willy Wonka
Grade 1/2 Excursion to CERES
End of year School Pinic Tea gathering 5.30 - 7.00pm
In-school transition day
Last day of Term 4 - 1.30pm dismissal

Pupil Free Day
Pupil Free Day
First day of school for Years 1-6
No school for Prep Students
No school for Prep Students
First day of School for Prep students - Full time (5 days per week)
Final School Council Meeting for 2019 School Council Members
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Greetings from Kerrie
Student Achievment
Thank you and Congratulations to the year 5’s and 6’s ambassadors for Ready, Set, Go!
A big thank you and well done to all our year 5’s and 6’s who were selected to carry out important
roles at each of the three ‘Ready Set Go!’ Kinder to Prep orientation sessions such as: ‘Welcome and
Greeters’ stationed at each gate; ‘Let us show you the way’ – stationed at each Prep classroom
external doorways and Hall entrance; ‘Prep 20 class helpers’ – groups of year 5 potential buddies
were rotated each week to be a big sister or brother to support the 2020 Preps in each of their class
session; ‘Acknowledgement of Country’ delivered at each parent session; ‘My Buddy Experience’ –
Year 6’s and ‘Why I would be a good buddy’ – Year 5’s for a parent session. They did a magnificent
job, well done again!
Ready, Set, Go! … And finished!
We have concluded our Prep orientation program for the 2020 Preps and parents.
Feedback received from parents in the program (even our experienced parents who have participated
before), reported that it was very worthwhile.
Our goal for the Ready-Set-Go! Program is to provide orientation experiences that support a seamless
transition from Kinder to Prep for all children and for our new parents, to welcome them into our
community, let them know how the school operates for the Prep year and join them up with some
current parents in our community.
From our observations of the 2020 Prep group, they will be an enthusiastic and energetic group, and
already appear Ready to Go! Thank you to: Brooke Lopuszanski (Prep Team Leader and program
coordinator); Lucy Jones and Philippa Cole, the 2019 Prep Teachers, for their preparation and work in
the program; to all staff, and students who contributed to the program and were such a great help
across all 3 sessions. Also, thank you to our parent presenters who were able to provide authentic
experience from a parent’s perspective, of the first few days of school. They shared plenty of practical
tips to make the beginning of school exciting for both parents and preps. It was wonderful to see our
soon to be new preps, so excited and confident by the end of the program.
Michael Carr-Gregg – guest speaker
This year we were able to secure one of Australia’s highest profile adolescent and child psychologists,
Michael Carr-Gregg as our guest speaker. Michael is the author of 24 books and a columnist for a
number of publications and is the resident parenting expert on Channel 7’s Sunrise, psychologist for
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channel 9’s Morning Extra program and the Morning Show with Neil Mitchell on radio 3AW.
Michael talked to us about starting school, anxiety in children, helping children transition into school
and supporting children to manage emotions. Michael was very interesting to listen to and backed up
things that he was saying with research and evidence. We know that both new and existing
parents walked away with some interesting things to think about and helpful tips and information, to
prepare for the 2020 school year.
Watch out for future newsletters and we will share some of the resources that Michael suggested, with
you.
Coming Events for your diaries Parent Helpers Morning Tea
On Tuesday, 3rd December, we will hold our annual Parent Helpers Morning Tea at school from
11.00 – 11.30am. We will send out invites to those parents who were able to help out this year in the
coming weeks.
We appreciate that not all parents are able to join us due to other pressing
commitments; however, we feel it is still important to hold it as a symbolic and representational gesture
for all our parent helpers who volunteer their time to our school right across the year.
In-school Transition days
We are running our in-school transition sessions for this year’s children (years Prep to 5) for the 2020
classes on December 10th and December 18th. Teachers are currently working on compiling home
groups based on friendships nominated by the students, a balance of genders and abilities,
recommendations from past teachers and consideration of requests by parents. It is a massive task
and takes careful planning and discussion.
End of year School Picnic Tea gathering – Monday, December 16th
An important notice for your diaries, as they start to fill up towards the end of the year. As we have
had our whole school musical production this year, we won’t be putting on an end of year concert and
Art walk (we do that every second year).
However, we would still love to gather with you to acknowledge the end of another fabulous school
year. We invite you and your family to gather at the school to have an end of year picnic together. It
is an opportunity to for all of us to meet up with one another at the school, especially for those families
leaving the school and reminisce on the school year (where did that go??!!).
How will it work?
Children are dismissed from school at 3.30pm to go home and gather up their picnic goodies and head
back to school with their family. Gates open again at 5.30 so parents can get their picnic organised for
the littlies dinner. Picnic will be in our traditional picnic area, Henry Street side of the school around
the ‘top turf’.
The evening will conclude by 7.00 p.m. so that everyone can wander off home and get a good night’s
sleep for school the next day.
Program
Children dismissed from school to go home
3.30 p.m.
Picnic Tea
5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
When?
Monday, 16th December.
What to bring?
BYO yummy picnic food; drinks for the children; rugs & chairs.
Supervision
To assist with the safety of the evening, we ask that parents supervise their own children carefully.
Children will be dismissed from school at the end of the day to go home and return with parents.
Children will not be supervised in the yard from 3.45 p.m. by teachers and therefore should not be
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there without their parents.
Children are not permitted to attend the picnic without parents/carers.
Children at Out of School Hours Program
If children are in the out of school hours program that evening, parents can bring their children over to
the school when they pick them up from aftercare. The coordinator will need a written note from you if
you are organising another family or parent to pick up your child, stipulating who will pick up your child
from aftercare if it is different from the usual adult listed.
I hope to see you at the traditional end of year event and join together to celebrate our year.
5/6 Action Team Reports
Board Game Club
With Barry and Charlie
We really enjoyed making board games with the 1/2s. Everyone had lots of fun making and
assembling the board games us included. We are very proud of all the participants, they hardly
needed any help. We hoped this action team would deepen children’s understanding and give them a
greater appreciation for board game makers. We learnt how much effort it takes to be a teacher.
Massive respect teachers. The children were sad to finish but overall we had so much fun.
Dance Action Team
By Chloe, Syna and Charlotte
On Thursday 23/10/19 our first dance action team for the 1/2s started. We were extremely excited to
teach the 1/2s a dance that we had made up, and used our own time to practice it. We all hoped that
they would have as much fun as it was to make it up. In our first ½ hour dance season we got 13
happy grade 1/2 students ready to learn the dance! We first played a warm up game called musical
statues, and then we taught them the dance step by step. They had an excellent time, and surprisingly
picked up the dance perfectly. On our second season we got the same amount of 1/2 students but a
couple were new. After the warm up game we taught the second half of the dance. They loved it. Our
last season was the best, we went over the dance to make sure they knew it after we had played an
energetic dance battle game that one of the kids made up. Then we handed out certificates and
stickers to everyone because they did so well. We all enjoyed it and we would love to do it again!
‘Green Team’ Action Team report
By Elsie, Kasper, Steph & Claudia
Our action team was about saving our tragically failing environment to survive through climate change
with little actions at our school [we called ourselves the Green team.] We played games like “who can
turn off all the lights?” At the end we asked our participants if they liked our sessions they said yes.
Our action team was fun for us and useful for the environment. It was open to all ages and we all had
fun doing activities like planting plants. We learnt how to get people’s attention in a fun, friendly way as
well as gaining the power to improvise. We all had fun in an environment saving way!
Netball Action Team
Ava, Claire & Rosie
This term we had a netball action team on
Tuesdays. This netball clinic was aimed at the
3/4s. We chose this action team because we all
love sport and have good knowledge about
netball. Some of the girls we taught already had
a passion for netball or wanted to learn how to
play it, so we challenged them more by teaching
them harder skills like screens, set ups and how
to get the ball when you’re an attacker. We even
had an enjoyable time ourselves. This really
helped our leadership skills, which will help us in
the future. For the 2020 5/6s we suggest to do
an action team to a wide range of people not just
one year.
https://print.inewsletter.co/175jEv

5/21

11/15/2019

iNewsletter - Print

Dance Action Team
Maya and Tahlia.
We have been doing a dance action team for two weeks now, we did a dance to “This is Me” from the
Greatest Showman. The joy on the students’ faces was priceless. We have been doing our action
team in the hall with the preppies, they took over at points but we didn’t mind, at the end we all had
fun!
Drawing Action Team
Theo, Nate C & Toby
For the last three weeks we have had action teams, from soccer and dodgeball teams for 1/2 and 3/4
to drawing and newspaper workshops. We chose to do a drawing club action team, we chose this
because we wanted to provide students with a nice and calm place to draw instead of playing outside
during lunch. When we did our action team all the kids were talking and laughing through the whole
experience. Throughout the 3 sessions we encountered no trouble and it was also quite calm. The
action teams were an amazing feat due to the limited space of the playground and buildings.
Animal Adventures Action Team
By Livi, Niamh, Freya, and Nonie
Our action team, animal adventures, was all
about teaching preps and grade ones about
animals. This was done in the form of three fun
and interactive sessions. On the first session,
we taught them about the animals. This session
involved a power point and drawing breaks. The
session was good, but it could’ve been better.
The second session was all about being the
animal. It was called “Be the animal”. The kids
got to dance around like animals while listening
to fun music. This session was a success. We
didn’t have many people come, but the kids who
did loved it. The third and final session was the
best by far. We had an equivalent of a class
come. In this session, they got to make the animals. We printed out coloring sheets and the kids got to
do lots of crafting. At the end, the kids didn’t want to leave which made us happy. All in all, animal
adventures was a huge success!
New mobile phones policy
On 26 June 2019, the Minister for Education, the Hon. James Merlino MP, announced a new mobile
phone policy for every government school in Victoria.
The new mobile phone policy comes into effect from Term 1, 2020, and requires that students who
choose to bring mobiles phones to school must have them switched off and securely put away during
school hours.
The role of technology
We live in an exciting and technology-rich world and mobile phones are an important modern day
communication tool. The school acknowledges that access to a mobile phone by children is important
to many of our families in providing a sense of safety for their child while travelling to and from school,
and for confirming or changing after school arrangements.
Managing the impact of mobile phones
Mobile phones often create disruptions and distractions in classrooms. Establishing a ‘mobile phone
free zone’ helps teachers to establish and maintain a focused and productive teaching and learning
environment.
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Research has found that mobile phones can be disruptive in classrooms and open to misuse at school
(e.g. accessing inappropriate content, cyberbullying, and unauthorised photography). Additionally,
research shows that the unregulated presence of mobile phones in classrooms can undermine
students’ capacity to think, learn, remember, pay attention and regulate emotion. A summary of recent,
relevant research is available on the Department of Education and Training’s website.
At recess and lunchtime our school also values the opportunity for students to communicate with each
other face-to-face or be involved in activities rather than being focused on a device, particularly when
using the device to engage with social media.
The new policy does acknowledge that technology is increasingly impacting the way in which students
learn and communicate. Therefore, when a student has been given explicit permission to access and
use such devices to enhance learning by the classroom teacher, mobile phones will be permitted for
that specific purpose only.
For a small number of students with particular health needs, an exception to the policy may be
granted. Please contact the school if you would like to discuss this.
Our school is currently drafting a new Mobile Phone policy in line with the Government policy for
students at school. The policy will outline the school’s expectations of staff, parents/carers, and
students regarding the safe and appropriate use of mobile phones by students at school. This will be
available on our website and details about the finalised policy will be made available in the newsletter
and/or via compass notification. I encourage each member of our school community to read the new
policy when it becomes available.
Emergency situations
In the event of an emergency or if you need to contact your child, I ask that families contact the staff in
the school office who will pass on a message as needed. Our current practice is for any student who
brings a mobile phone to school, must hand it in to the front office before school starts and pick it up at
the end of the day. This has worked well although we do have to do the occasional blitz as some
students seem to ‘forget’.
I ask for the support of all our families, staff and students in its continued implementation.

Warm Regards,
Kerrie
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School Council
School Council Update
School Council Meeting
4/12/2019; 26/02/2020 – School Community welcome.
Community Subcommittee
20/11/2019; 12/2/2020 - Community are welcome.
Education Subcommittee
18/11/2019 - School Community are welcome.
Environments Subcommittee
26/11/2019 – School Community are welcome.
Finance Subcommittee
27/11/2019 – School Council Finance Committee members only.
NOOSCH Subcommittee
22/11/19 – Community are welcome - meetings take place at 8.15am.
Get in touch!
If you have any feedback or want to know more about your School Council reach out to me via
borninkhof.julie.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
Julie Borninkhof
Mum of Olive 1/2 Anita
School Council President & Finance Committee Member
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Environments Committee
Environments Committee
If you are interested in helping develop learning and play spaces that
promote and compliment the schools teaching pedagogy – then we
need you on our Environments Committee.
Meeting generally once a month (2nd Tuesday @ 7pm), the
committee is involved in general maintenance, working bees and
future building and grounds project works including funding and
recommendations to School Council
.
Join us - as we develop the physical and built environments of NPS
at this exciting time.
Ross Bennie or Karen McWilliam (Surridge) 0418 594 894 or
k.mcwilliam@elenbergfraser.com

https://print.inewsletter.co/175jEv

9/21

11/15/2019

iNewsletter - Print

Italian Day Update
Italian update
THE COUNTDOWN TO OUR ITALIAN DAY BEGINS!
Ciao a tutti (Hello everyone)!
ITALIAN DAY!
DON”T FORGET that next Tuesday, 19th November is Italian Day NPS. The Italian Student Committee has
been busy making plans!
It will be a day where the students will be immersed in the Italian language through a variety of cultural
activities. Some of the activities most students can look forward to are: Soccer drills, Bocce with The Furlan
Club, Roberto the ‘Connie’ from ‘The Connie’s’ for some fun history, Vince from Dance Focus for traditional
Italian dancing, Pinocchio Puzzles, Michelangelo’s Artists, Waiter’s Race and much more as well as a special
pizza lunch and gelato treat!
Outline of our special day!
9:00- Roll taken with classroom teachers.
9:10-Italian Day will begin with a special whole school assembly on the green turf near the lane way. Students
will sit in their group number - allocated before the day.
The assembly will include special opening of the day, the distribution of The Dante Alighieri Society certificates
and then students will be sent over to their first activity.
There will be two 30/35 minute activities before Recess- student to bring their own snack.
After Recess, the students will complete another two activities before an earlier lunch eating time starting from
about 1:00p.m.
Lunchtime- outdoor time as normal.
After lunch- gelato distribution beginning at 2:35 , reflection and activity for the end of the day- in student
learning areas.
All food will be distributed in student learning areas.
All Year 3/4 students will be based at the main building on Helen Street for the day. If possible, students are
asked to bring a small bag, labelled with their name, with their recess or any extra snacks as their bags will be
housed in OSH club for the day. This was discussed in Italian classes this week.
We will have 4 different timetables operating with 19 different activities occurring at the same time. If you would
like further information about the day, please see classroom teachers.
The theme for our day will be: ‘Ciao, Ciao Italia!’
The children can come to school dressed in a character or famous Italian. Ideas to consider could include:
Pinocchio, La Befana, Michelangelo, Da Vinci, soccer players, Ferrari drivers etc. If this is too difficult, children
may dress in neat casual attire representing the colours of the Italian flag which are: VERDE- Green
BIANCO- White Rosso-Red or students can come to school in The Italian National Soccer colours of ‘Gli
Azzurri’- light blue.
PLEASE DO NOT HIRE ANY COSTUMES. THIS IS NOT NECESSARY!
All children will need to wear comfortable shoes on our Italian Day. Shoes suitable for lots of
movement. No soccer boots please or sandals.
https://print.inewsletter.co/175jEv
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Please remember to wear your hat for all outdoor activities.
Please keep the weather in mind for your costume and please do not allow your child to bring
expensive/precious items to school.
If your child does not have the pizza lunch, they will need to bring their own lunch on the day.
Pack some extra lunch if you think two slices of Margherita pizza is not enough.
The Italian Newspaper ‘Il Globo’ has been invited to our day - So smile everyoneJ!!

GRAZIE to the parents who have volunteered to assist us on our Italian Day. This day cannot happen without
your assistance and it is greatly appreciated by all. I have now emailed those parents who have volunteered to
assist us on our day.
Grazie to Angelo and his team at ‘La Porchetta’ in Carlton North for supplying us with our Margherita pizzas
and to Steve, the Manager at IGA in High Street for looking after us with supplying gelato and other items for
our special day.
ITALIAN DAY COST: Due to the nature of activities and having different organisations attending our special
event, there will be a $10 cost which will need to be paid for each student to cover the expenses of the day.
The cost will cover the cost of the activities and the special lunch (Margherita Pizza comprising of cheese,
tomato, oregano which is 2 pizza slices per student and a gelato treat after lunch.
ITALIAN DAY COST: Special lunch orders are now closed. If you are not having the pizza/gelato lunch
on Italian Day, please remember to bring your own lunch or extra snacks if you wish.
If you have not paid the $4 activities levy (only if you are not having the pizza lunch and gelato treat),
can you please ensure you do this as soon as possible as we will need to pay for the extracurricular
activities.
Competition News:
THE DANTE ALIGHIERI SOCIETY- ‘Mangiare Sano’- Healthy Food:
Congratulations again to Kate in Year 4 who received FIRST Placing for Year 4 in the state!!
Kate M will be formally presented with her Trophy with her name engraved on it and will receive a book prize
and certificate at The University of Melbourne this Sunday the 17th November. Her photo will be taken for the
Italian newspaper, Il Globo! Superbo Caterina e auguri!!
Congratulations to also to Charlie M in Year 6 who will also be receiving a trophy at The University of
Melbourne this Sunday, on the same afternoon as Kate M for a new category of The Teacher’s Choice Award!
Charlie M will have his photo taken for the Italian newspaper, Il Globo! Superbo Carlo e auguri!!
I look forward to celebrating our students’ achievements and attending the Awards afternoon this Sunday and
meeting both families, at the Carillo Gantner Theatre, Sidney Myer Asia Centre at The University of Melbourne.
All student posters and certificates will be collected on the Awards afternoon at The University Of Melbourne
and all posters and certificates will be distributed on our Italian Day on Tuesday the 19th of November.
Think this is all for now. If you have any queries about Italian or about our Italian Day, please feel free to see
me at school on Monday or Tuesday.
Until next time, GRAZIE MILLE FOR YOUR CONTINUING SUPPORT,
Saluti (cheers),
Signorina Rosa - Italian Teacher Years 3-6 and Coordinator (Mon/Tue)
Signorina Elena - Italian Teacher Prep -2 (Mon/Tue)
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Pupil of the Week
Pupil of the Week
Prep
00B - Brooke
Seleena R
00L - Lucy
Oskar A
00P - Pip
Lucas L
Grade 1/2
1/2A - Anita
Zane L
12H - Heather
Audrey B
1/2L - Laura
Magnus S
12N - Nicole
Maeve M
Grade 3/4
34B - Steven
Ruby P
34J - Jennifer
Lincoln C
34G - Stephanie Kavin S-K
34M - Melissa
Jemimah D-G
34S - Sharif
Oliver P
Grade 5/6
56H - Hilary
George P
56K - Kate
Ned P
56L - Linda
Jack C
56N - Lucille
Finbar K
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Science News
Science News from Laura & Steve
Prep Science
As part of our evaluation of the year we interviewed some Prep students about their feelings and
thoughts about Science. We were blown away by the content they have retained and the deep
thoughts they were able to articulate so we wanted to share some of their responses with you.
Question: What’s it been like to learn Science this year?
Responses: ’Really fun and I like Science because when I grow up I’m going to be a scientist and
ballerina.’ ‘Fun because we learnt about the weather.’ ‘Fun because we learnt about the moon and
puddles.’
Question: What has been the trickiest thing about learning Science this year?
Responses: ’Actually understand how things happen.’ ‘Learning different science and how you like
use them in different ways.’
Question: What science learning has stuck with you?
Responses: ‘Until you came into the room I hadn’t really thought about it because my family isn’t
very sciency.’ ‘The big puddle. We were talking about it why it’s always there.’ ‘Different ways that
you can measure and record the weather’.
Question: What do you notice about someone who is great at Science?
Responses: ‘They watch and learn from other people.’ ‘They do research and reading about
science.’ ‘I think they think about it and then organise it.’
Question: How do you feel about learning Science?
Responses: ‘Learning about science is actually really interesting.’ ‘I feel good because you get to
make and build stuff and it’s really fun.’ ‘I think it’s funny because when Steve was little he thought
that the moon was made of cheese but then he realised that if it was it would melt so it must be
made from rock.’

Grade 1/2 Science
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This Term the Grade 1/2 students are learning
about Chemical Science. We have been
looking at sorting and describing materials
according to their properties and having
discussions about the reason for material
choices and what happens when you mix
substances together. Last week we
investigated different binding agents when
mixing ochres. We carefully ground up our
ochre, finding it takes time and patience and
then tried mixing it with coconut milk, water,
soda water or vegetable oil. We tested the
paint and made notes about the effectiveness
of each binding agent and made predictions
and suggestions about the outcome.

3/4 SCIENCE IN ACTION - LET THE FORCE BE WITH YOU!
Recently in 3/4, we’ve been learning about
Physical Science. We conducted
investigations where we applied forces of
different strengths. We measured how far we
could propel an eraser using a rubber band
catapult.
That was fun but not as much fun as being
asked to design our own machine for
propelling an object by applying a force. We
planned our machines with diagrams,
considered the equipment available to us and
the rest was up to our own curiosity and
creativity. Then we hopped to it - constructing,
trialling, modifying, compromising, having fun.
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Working Bee
5/6 Family Annual Working Bee
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Fete 2020
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Advertisements
<html><body>
The Dept. of Education (DE&T) does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser
or notice contained in this newsletter. No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education
(DE&T) or this school for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made
by them.
</body></html>

House for rent
House for rent in Northcote; walk to primary schools, high street and public transport!
3 bedroom/ 1 bathroom house with lovely back garden, front drive and fabulous neighbours!
Great location.
Can be part furnished if needed.
Available from start of Feb 2020 until Jan 2021
( Can be flexible on those dates)
Call Jo 0415845106
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