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Important Dates & Information
Important Dates 2019
August
12 Mon - 16 Fri
National Science Week
20 Tues
Last day for Italian Poster Competition (See Italian Update page)
21 Wed
Maths Olympiad - Contest 4 - Grade 6
21 Wed
Cyber Safety Parent Forum – Presented by Project Rockit - 6.30pm – 8.00pm
26 Mon
Book Week Parade - 9.15am
September
5
Thur
9
Mon
18 Wed
20 Fri

Grade 3-4 Swimming program starts - refer to swimming page
Pupil Free Day - No School for students
2019 Whole School Production
Last day of Term 3 - 2.30pm dismissal

Term Dates
Term 4 Mon 7 Oct - Fri 20 Dec -
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Greetings from Kerrie
Student Achievement
THE AHA! moments in Science week
Scientists want to know the things that make us go “aha!”.
This week we celebrated National Science week right across the school with a range of
investigative activities at each level and we saw the children having many ‘aha!’ moments. The
‘aha’ moments provided the children with unexpected flashes of clarity and perhaps revealing a
solution to a problem they were tackling.
In history, some ‘aha’ moments are legendary, like when Archimedes sat in the bath and suddenly
realised the nature of water displacement, leading him to yell ‘Eureka!’ and run down the street
naked!
Our students ‘aha’ moments weren’t nearly as dramatic, though nonetheless, were as excitable.
They generally involved something small, but insightful.
Two of our year 5/6’s provided me with their ‘aha’ moments to share.
The 5/6 students were challenged to observe creature’s (mealworms) reactions to various stimuli
and to use a Scientific template to record their hypothesis, tests, observations and conclusions
(aha!).
Tommy B 5/6K
We wanted to know, out of leaves and dirt, which on would the mealworm go to. It went to the dirt.
So then we took the dirt away and it went to the leaves and I thought ‘Aha!’ maybe he wants to
have shelter!
It was really fun!
Then we kept going, what would happen if …… and we did some more investigations. Ooh yeah!
It was really fun!
Claudia M 5/6 K
Our group wanted to test what the mealworms would do in different environments like a red plate
or a green plate. I had tested them already on primary colours. They seemed more attracted to
green and I thought ‘Aha’ maybe they find green a more calming colour, maybe they were a bit
colour sensitive.
I went home and tested my hypotheses on millipedes.
See Steven’s (Science Specialist) article further on in the newsletter for more details.
https://print.inewsletter.co/YVOzP1
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A great night was had at our Annual Trivia night
The evening provided the occasion for our community to come together for a night of competitive
fun (who’s competitive?) and socialising whilst proving their trivia knowledge and wasn’t there
plenty of that! It also provided the opportunity for fundraising with games and auctions.
Thank you parents and friends
It was a well-supported event by parents, friends and staff, thank you all. See School Council
President’s article for how much funds were raised.
A very big thank you – Laura (year 1/2 co-team leader) and the Community sub-committee
of School Council
Laura and the Community Sub Committee were the main organisers for the Trivia Night
Fundraiser. They put in many hours to ensure the night was a successful one for our school
community. Thanks Laura and Sub-committee J.
Thank you Ross (AP) and Linda (5/6 Team Leader)
Ross stepped up to be Acting Principal and Linda, Acting Assistant Principal, during my week’s
leave last week. Thank you both Ross and Linda, for leading the school so effectively in my
absence.
Warm Regards,
Kerrie
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News from Ross
Northcote Primary School Cyber Safety Parent Forum – Presented
by Project Rockit
Weds 21st August 6.30 – 8.00pm
Project Rockit have been providing engaging workshops for our students for a number of years.
These workshops have supported student learning in the curriculum area of Personal and Social
Capability, which is taught within our Social Skills program, The 4 Rs, Resilience, Rights and
Respectful Relationships.
‘The Personal and Social Capability is essential in enabling students to understand themselves
and others, and manage their relationships, lives, work and learning more effectively. The
capability involves students learning to recognise and regulate emotions, develop empathy for
others and understand relationships, establish and build a framework for positive relationships,
work effectively in teams and develop leadership skills, and handle challenging situations
constructively.
The Personal and Social Capability curriculum is organised into two interrelated strands: SelfAwareness and Management and Social Awareness and Management.’
Project Rockit- Support: Parent, Carer and Educator Forum
This forum provides information and an an opportunity for the broader school community to come
together and learn from a team of expert presenters about the strengths and challenges of
navigating the online world as a young person.
This session will focus on providing some literacy about what social media platforms are out there
and how young people use them. It will provide information and facilitate discussions about ways
to support young people to navigate the online world safely and positively. It will also explore ways
that students/children can keep an open dialogue with their teachers and other adults in the event
that they may encounter difficult behaviour inline.
If you would like to attend this forum, please email Northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au By 16th
August
Subject: Project Rockit
With your family name and number wishing to attend using the prefix Rockit
Eg. Rockit Smith 2.
The venue for this event will be at school and will be advertised once we have confirmed the
number of attendees.
Ross Bennie
Bennie.ross.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
Assistant principal
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School Council
School Council Update
Trivia night
School Council are pleased to announce that the 2019 NPS Trivia Night made just over $4,900 for our school! This is an
amazing outcome and these funds will no doubt have a significant impact on the school for our kids.
Sincere thanks to the Trivia Night planning team and to all of those who attended on the night!
We need you!
5 Minute School Communications and Brand Survey
If you haven’t done so already, we would love your feedback! We are embarking on a program to review NPS' school
brand and communications strategy.
To get things started we want to hear from you, the school community.
All you need to do is click on the link below and fill out our five minute survey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VVNM8G8
Northcote Primary School – Parent/Carer Representatives
Parent/Carer Representatives help build a sense of community among the class Parent/Carers by facilitating the social
interaction among families in the school community. The Parent/Carer Representative serves a primary role in
maintaining good communication between Parent/Carers, while also being a valuable resource to the teacher and the
class. Parent/Carer Representatives can also help provide the link between the Parent/Carers and the School Council.
If you would like to become a Parent/Carer representative or would like more information, please get in touch with Tessa
at tessavanduyn@yahoo.com.au
School Council Committee Dates
School Council Meeting
4/09/2019; 30/10/2019; 4/12/2019; 26/02/2020 – School Community welcome.
Community Subcommittee
21/8/2019; 16/10/2019; 20/11/2019; 12/2/2020 - Community are welcome.
Education Subcommittee
19/08/2019; 14/10/2019; 18/11/2019 - School Community are welcome.
Environments Subcommittee
27/08/2019; 22/10/2019; 26/11/2019 – Community are welcome.
Finance Subcommittee
28/08/2019; 23/10/2019; 27/11/2019 – School Council Finance Committee members only.
NOOSCH Subcommittee
30/8/19; 11/10/19; 22/11/19 – Community are welcome - meetings take place at 815am.
Get in touch!
If you have any feedback or want to know more about your School Council reach out to me via
borninkhof.julie.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
Julie Borninkhof
Mum of Olive 1/2 Anita
School Council President & Finance Committee Member
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Pupil of the Week
Pupil of the Week
Prep
00B - Brooke
00L - Lucy
00P - Pip
Grade 1/2
12A - Anita
12H - Heather
12L - Laura
12N - Nicole
Grade 3/4
34B - Steven
34J - Jennifer
34G - Stephanie
34M - Melissa
34S - Sharif
Grade 5/6
56H - Hilary
56K - Kate
56L - Linda
56N - Lucille

https://print.inewsletter.co/YVOzP1

Saskia T
Harrison W
Chloe M
William A
Abby P
Morrison F
Elvie R-W
Aida O
Charlie T
Ethan N
Elijah B
William P
Brandon A
Claudia M
Matou K-Q
Felix S
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National Science Week
National Science Week at NPS
What better way to celebrate National Science Week than to become immersed in hands-on
science investigations? And that’s exactly what happened earlier this week when Laura and Steve
(our Primary Science Specialists) co-ordinated some fun and engaging science lessons for the
whole school.
This year the theme is ‘Destination Moon’, chosen as part of the commemoration of the 50th
anniversary of the first moon landing in 1969. While the 3/4s and 5/6s will be examining this in
more detail in Term 4, the Preps and 1/2s investigated why the moon looks like it does - covered in
craters. We looked at how craters are formed and we made a model of the moon’s surface from
flour, sprinkles and cocoa dust. Then the fun began.
We began by dropping mini-meteorites (rocks, ping pong balls and other projectiles) into the soft
mixture. We were particularly watching to see the ejecta rays that were produced when the rocks
impacted the surface. Some were really spectacular! We also looked at how the size, shape and
mass of an object can affect the appearance of the crater. Students filmed and captured photos
using iPads.

https://print.inewsletter.co/YVOzP1
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The 3/4s and 5/6s conducted an investigation into the behaviour of live mealworms (beetle larvae).
We discussed the ethics of science when dealing with living creatures and how these creatures
might appear to be ‘creepy’ and ‘disgusting’, but they are actually harmless and fascinating to
observe.
Students were introduced to the POE (Predict, Observe, Explain) scientific model whereby groups
had to design a question to investigate about mealworm behaviour. They then had to make a
hypothesis, observe the mealworm responses to stimuli and then seek to explain what they
noticed. The discussions that took place at the end of each session were amazing and revealed a
much deeper understanding and respect for these small creatures.

The teachers also celebrated Science Week by having a special morning tea on Monday. Staff
members brought in their own creative science-themed treats to share.
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Book Week & Footy Colours day!
Book Week
Reading is my secret power.
Book Week Parade.
When – Monday 26th August.

9 am

What secret power does reading give YOU????
Parade will happen on ABC turf if weather permits or in class
teams if raining.

Footy Colours day!

The Junior School Council are organising a Footy Colours Day on
Friday 6th September 2019.
Why? It is a fun day when you get to wear your footy colours or any sporting colours. Students bring a gold coin
donation. The money goes towards kids with cancer and their education.
What do you do? Just come to school in your footy or sporting colours on the day.

https://print.inewsletter.co/YVOzP1
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Whole School Production
2019 whole school production
Get ready to explore the decades and go on an exciting journey through time with singing, dancing and acting
in the Northcote Primary School 2019 Production.
Event Details
Where:
The Centre Ivanhoe, 275 Upper Heidelberg Road, Ivanhoe
Please note due to construction works at The Centre, the carpark has limited spots available. Please allow
enough time to find alternative parking in surrounding streets.
When: Wednesday 18th September
Times: 5:45pm – Students to be dropped off in costume
6:30pm – Doors open
6:45pm – Audience to be seated
7:00pm – Performance starts
8:30 – Performance concludes
Ticketing
This year we have decided to run one performance because in the past multiple performances have been too
onerous for students and impacted learning time. Due to the size of our school community and the limited
seating at The Centre each family will be offered two tickets only in the first round of sales. Some further
tickets will be released in a second round offer, however this will be limited and may mean that seats won’t be
together with original tickets purchased.
We appreciate your understanding in finding the balance between workload of a production and ensuring
fairness with ticketing.
Costs:
Adults (over 18): $20
Concession/Students (12 – 18 years): $15
Children (under 12): $10
Please note Trybooking will charge an additional booking fee, which has been taken into account when costing
the price of tickets
Sales:
Tickets will be released through Trybooking. Please keep an eye out on Compass and the newsletter for dates.
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Rehearsals
Two whole school rehearsals will take place at school:
Wednesday 28th August 9am
Tuesday 10th September 12:30pm
(Please note these dates are weather dependent as we will need to be outside to rehearse. If dates change an
update will be communicated through Compass)
There will be a full dress rehearsal on the day of the production at The Centre Ivanhoe on Wednesday 18th
September (same day as the production). Further information and permission details will be communicated
closer to this date.
It is very important that students are present for these whole school rehearsals so they feel confident with their
performance and transitions. Please ensure students are at school for these dates/times and if they are unable
to attend please contact the homeroom teacher.
Costumes
A member of the production team will communicate the requirements for each cohort/act in the coming weeks.
We aim to keep costuming to a minimum with students either using existing clothing, creating things at school
or finding cheap op-shop items.
We have some generous parents who have offered their time to help create costumes and props. If you wish
to join this team please email Anita or Kate hillman.anita.a@edumail.vic.gov.au or
stevenson.kate.k@edumail.vic.gov.au
DVD
There will be a professional filming on the night through School Videos. DVDs will be $25 each and need to be
pre-purchased. An order form and further details will be sent home in the next few weeks.
Parent Helpers
Thank you to those parents who have already volunteered their time to help create our production. It takes a
whole community to develop something like this so we greatly appreciate your time and effort. We are seeking
further assistance on the night with:
Ushering – You would need to be available on the night from 6:20pm. Your key role would be helping
to direct people to their seats and ensuring we are filling up all spaces.
Side stage – We are seeking help with organising students prior to the show starting and throughout
the performance. You would need to be at The Centre at 5:45pm and be able to assist with final
finessing of costumes, hair and make-up. Throughout the performance we need your support to ensure
students are seated quietly prior to their act and then directing them to the stage. Please note that this
means you would not require a ticket as you won’t be seated in the audience, however you will be able
to view the performance from the side alcoves in the audience.
Please email Anita or Kate if you are able to assist with either of these roles.
hillman.anita.a@edumail.vic.gov.au or stevenson.kate.k@edumail.vic.gov.au
On the night
Students will need to eat prior to arriving at The Centre and bring with them a named drink bottle. Students are
expected to arrive in costume however finishing touches will be done at The Centre.
Students are expected to remain with their group for the entire performance. Students WILL NOT be returning
to sit with families as this disrupts the performance and is a safety risk with evacuation procedures. Students
will have an opportunity to view the performance during rehearsals and from special viewing areas on the
night. The school will also be purchasing a DVD of the performance so we can relive it again and again!
Warm Regards,
Kate, Anita, Edwina, Lucy & Mel (Performing Arts Team)
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Italian Update
Salve a tutti! (hello everyone!)
‘Mangiare Sano’- Healthy Food is our curriculum focus this term for all Year 3 to 6 classes. This is
the topic that The Dante Alighieri Society has chosen for their annual state- wide poster
competition.
A final reminder to all students who wish to enter this year’s poster competition- Next
Tuesday the 20th of August is the final day that the entry fee payment will be accepted.
For competition details and guidelines for each year level,
please refer to previous newsletters from this term for further
information.
Any winners will be required to attend a Presentation afternoon in
October at the University of Melbourne where they will receive a
trophy, a certificate, a book prize and have their photo taken for the
Italian newspaper, Il Globo-date to be confirmed.
If you wish your child to enter this competition, please enclose $5
together with the slip below in an envelope and send this to the office BY NEXT Tuesday the 20th
August 2019 - NO LATER.
**PLEASE note that no money will be accepted after this date as money will need to be processed
for submission.
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A BIG GRAZIE to all students who are working so hard on their entries. Posters received so far
have been outstanding. We have such creative students at our school. BUONA FORTUNA to all
students. I am so proud of you!!
If you have any queries regarding the Italian Program for Years 3 to 6, please feel free to contact
me at the school or drop in directly after school for a chat or to make an appointment. I encourage
you to read the school newsletter and discuss what you have read with your child/ren to stimulate
conversation about what is being taught at school.

Until next week, grazie mille (many thanks) for your continuing support,
Signorina Rosa - Italian Teacher Years 3-6 and Coordinator (Mon/Tue)
Signorina Elena - Italian Teacher Prep -2 (Mon/Tue)
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Swimming programs Grades 3-6
Grade 5/6 Swimming dates
July, August & September 12.00 - 3.00pm
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Thur 25 July
Fri 2 August
Fri 9
Fri 16
Fri 23
Fri 30
Fri 6 September
Tues 17

Grade 3/4 Swimming dates
September 9.00-1200
1. Tues 5
2. Tues 10
3. Wed 11
4. Thur 12
5. Fri 13
6. Mon 16
7. Thur 19
8. Fri 20
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Advertisements
Heading
<html><body>
The Dept. of Education (DE&T) does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser
or notice contained in this newsletter. No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education
(DE&T) or this school for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made
by them.
</body></html>

The Wellness Walk & Research Run

Alphington FC Fire Works
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State Music Camp - North
Monday 23 September - Friday 27 September
9.00am - 12.30pm each day at Coburg West Primary School
Please visit our website to learn more. www.statemusiccamp.com.au

Performing Arts Workshops
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