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Greetings from Kerrie
Student Achievement
Our students celebrating Education Week!
This year was the 75th year of Education Week and our students took on the theme of ‘Celebrating
Careers’. It was an opportunity for us to hear about the early aspirations of our students. There
was a high level of engagement amongst the students as they dressed as their aspirant
occupation. Students in the Prep – 2’s participated in work that involved writing and drawing in
response to ‘What do I want to be when I grow up?’
As I visited the classrooms, I heard the joyous and confident responses such as:
A surgeon; a teacher (many); a gamer; a scientist (many); an environmental engineer; an explorer;
jewellery maker; a bossy business woman; dancers; fairy – because they make magic; a lawyer –
because they make lots of money; chefs; mathematician; gamers (many); you tubers; geologist;
criminologist; Vet (many); fashion designer; detective (many); dentist; artist (many); guide dog
trainer; pilot; police person.
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Prep photos
Fletcher G in year 2N was very eager to let me know that he wanted to be President! When I let
him know that Australia didn’t have Presidents and he would have to move to another country he
enthusiastically changed to Prime Minister! I then asked Fletch why he wanted to be PM and he
shyly said – ‘you get lots of food and you get whatever you want!’
Thank You Parents, Grandparents and Friends
Our open day was very well attended, especially in the junior grades. My thanks go to all of the
parents and family members who were able to take the time to come along to the school to see
their children in action, your children loved it! They waited excitedly and you made their day to see
you watching and joining in their learning activities.
Well Done All Cross Country Participants!
Thirty-five of our students from years 3-6 participated in the annual, interschool, cross-country,
running events at Bundoora Park on Tuesday. Dale, Physical Education teacher, reported that the
conditions were good and that our students did really well. Please see Dale’s report.
National Reconciliation Week
This week is National Reconciliation Week. It is a time for all Australians to learn about our shared
history, cultures, and achievements, and to explore how each of us can contribute to achieving
reconciliation in Australia.
The dates for NRW remain the same each year; 27 May to 3 June. These dates commemorate two
significant milestones in the reconciliation journey— the successful 1967 referendum, and the High
Court Mabo decision respectively.
The Department of Education in Victoria has a strong commitment to Aboriginal inclusion. This
includes recognising Aboriginal culture as the world’s oldest continuous living culture and the
important role of Traditional Owners and Elders in our communities. This year’s theme `Grounded
in Truth: Walk Together with Courage’ provides the opportunity for us to learn more about
Aboriginal cultures, heritage and histories by engaging in challenging conversations, or unlearning
or relearning what we know. It is also a chance for us to improve our knowledge about how to be
more inclusive of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in our schools, communities and
workplaces.
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Reconciliation must live in the hearts, minds and actions of all Australians as we move forward,
creating a nation strengthened by respectful relationships between the wider Australian community,
and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
This week and next, teachers will be talking with their classes and reading books about National
Reconciliation Week and the significance of achieving reconciliation in Australia.
For more information, see: National Reconciliation Week.
Late arrival to school
A friendly reminder for parents that if you arrive late for school with your child, you must sign your
child in at the main office before you head over to class.
Capital Works Project ready to start very soon!
We are very excited and relieved to report that the contracts have been prepared and have just
about been signed off by all stakeholders and we will hand over the Stage 1 site to the successful
construction company, Newpol, on June 17th.
Stage 1
Stage 1 includes the entire Hall building including the classrooms around it and it will be fenced off
with hoardings for safety and access for the duration of Stage 1. There will be a builders’
compound at the western end of the Hall building and fencing will surround the entire Hall. We
have requested that a pathway remain between Building A and the Hall building so that parents
and children are still able to access from the front of the school to the back. It will be much like
when we had the roof repaired on the Hall building. Stage 1 is estimated to 6 to 8 weeks from start
up including the school holidays and this should take us through to the end of July, start of
August. Then we move to Stage 2. There are 3 stages to the project.
Decant Stage 1
Much planning and consultation has gone into the decanting plan and we are relocating for Stage
1 as follows:
Library to be packed up and relocated to 2 x smaller Libraries.
Prep – 2 Library will be located in the Prep Mezzanine.
3 – 6 Library will be located over in the 3/4 Campus.
Year 1/ 2 Laura and Anita will move into the current Library.
1/ 2 Nicole will move to the Prep area into one of the spare classrooms.
1/ 2 Heather will move upstairs into one of the spare 5/6 classrooms.
Niki will continue to support Literacy in the 1/2 classes and will have her office move upstairs
to the 5/6 area.

Assemblies
As the Hall will be out of action for around 6 to 8 weeks, we won’t be able to have whole school
assemblies on Monday mornings. Instead, each team will conduct their own ‘mini assembly’ in
their own areas and award the Pupil of the Week within each area. Ross and I will rotate our
attendance at team assemblies week by week to support the Pupil of the Week awards. Our last
whole school assembly will be June 3rd until the Hall is back in action. Team leaders will compass
you details of their team assemblies.
As you can imagine, we have a fair amount of packing up to be done in the next few weeks. We
have employed additional staff and removalists to support the current staff to decant and relocate.
We aim to keep any disruption to the day to day program as minimal as possible. Most of the
heavy moving will be carried out by removalists on our next Pupil Free Day, on 11th June as the
pupils will not be here.

https://print.inewsletter.co/1rRm31

4/21

5/31/2019

iNewsletter - Print

Remember, small amount of pain for huge gain for our school and although this will ‘put us out’ and
may cause some interim inconvenience, the end result will be worth it. We are very excited to be
at the starting gate and can’t wait to see the results of an improved school as we move through the
stages. We will keep you posted and updated as the works progress.
Acting Assistant Principal
Ross, our Assistant Principal, is taking 2 weeks leave from next week. I would like to congratulate
Linda Batten, 5/6 Team Leader, who will be the Acting Assistant Principal during this time and will
be attending to Ross’ duties during this time as well as overseeing the work of the 5/6 team.
Warm Regards,
Kerrie
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School Council Update
School Council would like to remind parents wishing to make tax deductable voluntary donations to
either the Building Fund or Library Fund prior to the end of financial year, that you can do so at any
time. Please send to the office by Friday 21st June to receive your receipts by Friday 28th June
(last day of Term 2). Thank you to those families who have already donated.
Donations to the School Library Fund can support both the coming redevelopment of the library
and the ongoing maintenance of the library environment, equipment, books and resources.
Donations to the School Building Fund can support both the coming redevelopment of the school
and support ongoing improvements to our playgrounds and broader school environment.
Donations to these Funds are tax deductible as the funds have Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR)
status (ABN 30 859 560 502). To make a donation see form below. Forms are also available from
the office.
As always we welcome your queries and feedback so reach out to your School Council President
Julie Borninkhof via borninkhof.julie.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
We need you!
With planning now underway for the 2020 School Fete, our dedicated fete preparation community
are seeking a team or individual to lead them.
If you would like to be a part of the 2020 Fete planning team, get in touch with Sam Corrie (0437
243 346) or Melanie Ryan (0418 845 181)
Your School Council
The Northcote Primary School Council is made up of parents and teachers who work together with
the broader school community to ensure we are making it the best it can be for the students.
We work across five core committees and come together as a council to provide input and
oversight to the school’s operation and evolution. The committees are shown here:
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As stated by the Department of Education, “School councils play a key role in Victorian
government schools. As the governing body, a school council can positively influence the quality of
education provided to students in their school.”
Non-council members/ parents also sit on the Environment, Education, Community and NOOSCH
committees and parents are welcome to attend these four committees at any time.
Committee Dates
Committee Dates
School Council Meeting
12/06/2019; 7/08/2019; 4/09/2019; 30/10/2019; 4/12/2019; 26/02/2020. New school council
induction and welcome 3/2020.
Community Subcommittee
Dates coming soon. School Community are welcome.
Education Subcommittee
Monday 27/05/2019, 7pm, staff room. School Community are welcome.
Environments Subcommittee
4/06/2019; 30/07/2019; 27/08/2019; 22/10/2019; 26/11/2019 – Community are welcome.
Finance Subcommittee
5/06/2019; 31/07/2019; 28/08/2019; 23/10/2019; 27/11/2019 – School Council Finance Committee
members only.
NOOSCH Subcommittee
7/6/19; 19/7/19; 30/8/19; 11/10/19; 22/11/19 – Community are welcome - meetings take place at
8.15am
Your School Council Members
Over the next few weeks we will be introducing you to your school council members, so you can
reach out and say “hi”.
David Andrewartha – Finance Committee Treasurer
I currently have two boys at NPS who are in Prep and Grade 2, and their two sisters will join them
in the next several years. So, with this in mind, early last year I thought it would be a good idea to
become involved in School Council. It has been a great experience so far and given me further
insight into the dedication of the teachers to the education and development of our children.
I am sure like many parents, I don’t often have the chance to see extended periods of school time.
So, it was a real highlight and very rewarding to attend the Grade 1/2 camp last year as a parent
volunteer. For those facing sending their Grade 1 child off on school camp for the first time this
year, please embrace it. It is a rich experience for the students, testing them both mentally and
physically, and providing great levels of satisfaction on the challenges that they face – from giant
swings to sleeping in a room with other students!
As a council member, I draw on my experiences as a lawyer, previous career as a plantation
forester in Gippsland, 16 years as an officer in the Army Reserves, and two years instructing
outdoor education to students overseas. This year I am the convenor of the Finance Subcommittee
https://print.inewsletter.co/1rRm31
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or Treasurer, taking over the role from Julie. I have been involved in counting for the School Fete
for the last two years and have been very impressed by the quality of the Fetes.
The School (our children) benefit from the huge amount of time an effort that all the volunteer
parents and carers contribute each year. And there continues to be a lot going on in the School
and the support of specialists and interested people is always gratefully received - please consider
contributing to the subcommittees. Hope to see you all at the next working bee.
Julie Borninkhof - School Council President & Finance Committee
Member
I am a passionate advocate for the health and wellbeing of local
communities. As a Deputy CEO and Clinical Psychologist, I love getting to
build and shape health services through community consultation and codesign. My visual art background means I often do this in creative and
innovative ways. My husband David, my daughter Olive (1/2 Anita) and I
love our Northcote Primary School family. We are so proud to be a part of
such a creative and committed community where our children learn to be
the best little people they can be, taught by such a dedicated teaching
team. I have been a School Council Member or the past 2 years. As School Council President, I
am committed to supporting the community to work together to create the best learning
environment for our kids.
To do this we need to make sure we communicate effectively to let people know how they can get
involved in whatever activities they can. This way we can all ‘muck in’ and share the load when we
need to and celebrate the success of our special little school together.
Reach out to me via borninkhof.julie.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
Sam Corrie – Education Committee Convenor
A member of the Northcote Primary School community for eight years, I
have greatly enjoyed seeing my eldest child (Angus in Year 7) successfully
transition to high school this year, having been beautifully prepared by
NPS. Still at NPS are Lucinda in Grade 5, and Oscar in Grade 2.
For much of my time at the school, I have sat on the Environments subcommittee. Through this committee I have had many wonderful
experiences including veggie patch gardening with the children,
participating in working bees, planting new gardens (and watching them
grow), and seeing new play spaces created, and new turf laid. Hopefully in
the not-too-distant future we will also see the longer-term fruits of the Environment committee’s
labour with large-scale refurbishment of much of the school.
I have also been involved in fundraising for the school (ably supported by many wonderful
members of the school community) by organising Friday icy-poles in 2017-18 and co-coordinating
the 2019 fete.
This is my first year on school council, and my focus will shift a little as the new convenor of the
education sub-committee. This committee aims to foster the relationship between families and the
school, and to ensure great teamwork as we support our children to learn and grow. I welcome
anyone interested in this committee to get involved.
Michael Eva – Community Committee Member
It's my first year on the school council (with Elijah in Laura's grade 1
class) but my sixth year living directly across the road from the school.
Over my time living opposite the school I've had the privilege of seeing
all of the dedicated parents and teachers at the school working late
nights and weekends to make our school community the amazing place
it is. I'm looking forward to contributing some of my own time and skills
in communications and marketing to the school community.
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Anna Hardwick – Education Committee Member
I have just joined the school council and look forward to learning more about the how the school is
administered and hopefully contribute to making it a better place for the children. My son Max is in
grade 2 with Heather and over the last few years I have attended numerous excursions, swimming
lessons and of course baked for the fete. I have professional experience in corporate real estate
and procurement with a focus on health and safety. Please say hello if you see me around the
school.
Melanie Ryan - NOOSCH Committee Convenor
Hi my name is Melanie Ryan and I have been part of the Northcote
Primary School community since 2014. I have Samuel who is
grade 5 and Abigail in grade 3. This is my second year on school
council and I’m the convenor of the NOOSCH subcommittee. The
NOOSCH subcommittee is responsible for the before and after
care programme. One of the best things about school council is
working with a great group of people who all have the same
objective, to make our school the best it can be! If you have any
questions regarding school council or the before and after
programme, please come and say hi.
Karen Surridge – Environment Committee Convenor
I have been a member of the School Community for 8 years now, with
Madeline (3/4S) and Samantha now in Year 7 and thoroughly enjoy
my contribution to the school's various committees! As Convener of
the Environments Committee, I believe that my professional expertise
as an Architect, can help the school transform an existing portfolio of
dated heritage buildings and grounds into a campus with facilities
more aligned with the educational vision and pedagogy of the school an obvious challenge in the government school sector! I see my role
as a contribution to the school's future, in a similar way the teachers
at NPS are enriching my child's academic future. As the school
buildings and landscape are redeveloped under the masterplan works
in the coming years, I know that I will always be immensely proud of the project work we have
accomplished during my time on the Committee and School Council – and this is only the
beginning!
Tessa van Duyn - School Council Vice President & Community
Committee Convenor
I am a human rights lawyer with over a decade of experience working with the
Human Rights Commission to promote improved outcomes for all Victorians. I
am mum to Felix, Elke and Coco. Felix is at NPS in Grade 1/2 Laura and he
absolutely loves being a part of the NPS community.
I am passionate about social justice and fostering a sense of community for
all walks of life, and I really enjoy engaging with the school community with
the aim of engendering strong ties across the community, through
encouraging a sense of belonging and commitment to our children's learning
and supporting the school and the wonderful teaching staff. I have been Vice President and
Convenor of the Community Sub Committee for a year and am excited to continue in these roles
this year. I am very open and happy to talk, so please feel free to approach me to get involved in
the Community sub committee or just to touch base with any comments or ideas you have to help
make our school community the best it can be.
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Pupil of the Week
Pupil of the Week
Prep
00B - Brooke
00L - Lucy
00P - Pip
Grade 1/2
12A - Anita
12H - Heather
12L - Laura
12N - Nicole
Grade 3/4
34B - Steven
34J - Jennifer
34G - Stephanie
34M - Melissa
34S - Sharif
Grade 5/6
56H - Hilary
56K - Kate
56L - Linda
56N - Lucille
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Dhruv N
Poppy L
Jonah M
Innes N
Charlotte B
Arthur C
Fletcher G
Django R
Amber B
Elena F
Alice G
Eimer Y
Kaylan T
Alice F
Monty L
Juniper K
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District Cross Country
District Cross Country
On Tuesday thirty-five NPS students from 3/4 and 5/6 braved the early Melbourne winter weather
to compete in the cross country against 9 other local schools from our district. 9/10 year olds had
to run a 2km course while 11 and 12/13 year olds had to run a 3km course. It was a difficult, windy
and wet course with a hard hill climb into a head wind but all of our Northcote athletes did the
school proud.
Our district cross country team was made up of; Brandon A, Eve B, Bianca B-S, Eliza B, Edie C,
Holly C, Kevin D, Hudson D, Tom F, Sonny F, Isabella F, Samuel F, Elinor H, Isabella H, Zac H,
Felix H, Audrey H, Grace H-M, Austin I, Kobe J, Finbar K, Claire L, Hildy L, William L, Zaki M,
Ruby N, Ruby P, Oliver P,
Oliver P, Oscar P, Bridget S, Eliza S, Reuben T, Tommy V and Harper W.
It was an amazing accomplishment to represent Northcote Primary and I want to applaud
our athletes for their hard work training and for doing their best in their races.
To make it through to Division students needed to finish in the top 10. Going through to Division
next week we have; for the 9/10 Boys Hudson D (5th) and Felix H (10th), for the 9/10 Girls Grace
H-M (9th), 11 Boys Zac H (6th), 11 Girls Audrey H (2nd), 12/13 Boys Finbar K (1st) and Claire L
(8th).
Thank you to all who also braved the weather and came along to support our Northcote Primary
athletes.
Dale
P.E.Teacher
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Important Dates & Information
Important Dates 2019
May
31
Fri
31
Fri

June
01 Sat
05
07
07
10
11
14
15
18
19
20
21
25
27

Wed
Fri
Fri
Mon
Tues
Fri
Sat
Tues
Wed
Thur
Fri
Tues
Thur

28
28

Fri
Fri

Tri Skills Prep to 4
Grade 6 Cake drop off in canteen- DON'T FORGET - See page 15
8.45am - 9.15am & 3.15pm - 3.45pm

Grade 6 Bake Sale - Nancybird Warehouse Sale 10.30am - 5 pm - DON'T FORGET
10/167 Beavers Road, Northcote
Divisional Cross Country
Technology Incursion - 3/4
Tri Skills Prep to 4
Queens Birthday Public Holiday - No School
Student Free Day - No School
Tri Skills Prep to 4
Working Bee - concentrating on the 3/4 block
Art Incursion - 5/6
Maths Olympiad - Contest 2 - Grade 6
CSI Mini Boss Incursion - 1/2
Tri Skills Prep to 4
Prep Bravehearts' Incursion 2.30pm
3 Way Conferences - Alternative Program 9.00am - 3.30pm.
Outside School Hours Care to run as normal.
Tri Skills Prep to 4
Last day of Term 2 - 2.30pm Finish

Term Dates
Term 2 Tues 23 Apr - Fri 28 Jun - 2.30pm dismissal
Term 3 Mon 15 July - Fri 20 Sept - 2.30pm dismissal - Please note Pupil free day Fri 26 July & Monday
9th Sept
Term 4 Mon 7 Oct - Fri 20 Dec 1.30pm dismissal
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PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE 2019
Ends Friday 6 September 2019
At Northcote Primary School, we pride ourselves on being awesome readers!
We are fortunate that we have a great library and helpful librarian, Susie.
We also all share a LOVE FOR BOOKS!
Our school is excited to announce the 2019 Victorian Premier’s Reading Challenge. It is simple to
do!
Please email Griffiths.Stephanie.C@edumail.vic.gov.au
Subject : READ
Include: your child’s name, grade level and teacher
Thank you! Stephanie will then register your child.
Once you have registered, Stephanie will send you the log in details for your child. You can log
onto the website and type in the book titles. Your child may be able to do this by themselves. Then,
until September, just continue reading and make sure you record the books you have read. If your
child completes the reading in the given time, they receive a certificate and their name goes in the
2019 PRC Honour Roll! Wow!
The challenge finishes on
Each year level has a TOTAL number of books to read. In that TOTAL, your child will need to read
a number of “CHALLENGE” books. On the website it will tell you whether the books are in the
CHALLENGE list.
If you are in: You must read a total of: Number from the Challenge Book list:
Prep

30 books in TOTAL

20 or more Challenge books
and 10 of your own choice

Year 1

30 books in TOTAL

20 or more Challenge books
and 10 of your own choice
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Year 2

30 books in TOTAL

Year 3

15 books in TOTAL

Year 4

15 books in TOTAL

Year 5

15 books in TOTAL

Year 6

15 books in TOTAL

20 or more Challenge books
and 10 of your own choice
10 or more Challenge books
and 5 of your own choice
10 or more Challenge books
and 5 of your own choice
10 or more Challenge books
and 5 of your own choice
10 or more Challenge books
and 5 of your own choice

The Challenge Book list includes many titles you will already have at home, or in our school library.
There is a huge range of wonderful books to choose from. Many books in our school library have
stickers on them that show they are in the Challenge.
Thank you, Stephanie Griffiths
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Calling all bakers and kitchen wizzes!
We need your cakes & baked goods!
Calling all bakers and kitchen wizzes!
We need your cakes & baked goods!
The Grade 6 Graduation Committee is running a bake sale to raise money towards our graduation
celebration and we’d love NPS community help.
Details of the bake sale:
Saturday 1st June 10.30am – 5pm
Nancybird Warehouse Sale
10/167 Beavers Road, Northcote
Donations can include:
Whole cakes
Slices
Cookies
Cup cakes
Gluten-free cakes and slices
Savory Tarts
Fudge
Donations cannot contain cream filling. Please
list ingredients with your name and contact
details along with your goodies.
Delicious donations can be dropped off to the canteen on Friday 31st May 8.45am – 9.15am and 3.15 –
3.45pm.
Or come on down on the day, drop off your baked good and nab
yourself a bag bargain.
(If these options don’t suit, contact Pauline (Austin’s mum) on 0418
336 754 to arrange another drop off time.)
We are a small grade six group and need all the help we can get to
bake up a storm. So, come on NPS, dust off your apron, whip up some
scones and help us grade sixers celebrate our time at NPS.
Thanks,
Grade 6 Graduation Committee
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Earn & Learn
Northcote Primary is once again participating in the Woolworths Earn and Learn program. Starting
on Wednesday 1st of May until Tuesday 25th of June, customers will receive one sticker for every
$10 spent in a single transaction at Woolworths Supermarkets and Woolworths Online (exclusions
apply, please refer website).
So please start collecting, each classroom will have sticker sheets that the stickers can be stuck to
and then put in our collection box out the front of the office. Alternatively, you can pick up sticker
sheets in store or download and print the sticker sheets from the Woolworths website, complete
them and drop them in our collection box.
This is a great opportunity for the school to gain new learning resources across all curriculum
areas, including Maths, English, Science, Art and Craft, Digital Technologies, Sports and more.
Thanks for your support and happy sticking!
Dale
P.E. Teacher
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Advertisements
Heading
The Dept. of Education (DE&T) does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser
or notice contained in this newsletter. No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education
(DE&T) or this school for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made
by them.

Positive Parenting Telephone Service

Westgate Indoor Sports & Westgate Play

https://print.inewsletter.co/1rRm31

19/21

5/31/2019

iNewsletter - Print

Nancybird Warehouse Sale

THE MAD HATTER’S MAGICAL TEA PARTY
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Darebin Arts
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