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Greetings from Kerrie ...
After such a great start to the 2019 school year, it is hard to believe we are almost at the end of
Term 1!
And what a term it has been starting on our first day with the welcome coffee cart and the
Welcome Picnic in the second week to settle everyone back in to school life.
Our Instrumental Music program started back along with other extra-curricular programs such as
Chess Club and Kelly Sports running after school. By week 4, parents were meeting with teachers
to discuss their children’s priority Semester 1 learning goals and the final meeting of the 2018-2019
School Council concluded with the retirement of our long serving and hardworking School Council
President.
In week 5, we had our wonderful whole community Fete! In the middle of it all, our school was
involved in our 4 year review of school performance. More of that later in term 2. I want to let you
know that I am proud of our current progress and highly optimistic of what our future holds,
however there is more work to be completed as we continue to support our school to strive for
excellence.
Our Capital Works Project was progressing at the tendering stage and many companies came out
to our school to inspect the works involved. Anita started up a brand new school choir for the
years 3 – 6 children, can’t wait to hear them.
All the schools ‘electricals’ were tested and tagged as part of our annual safety practices and then
in week 8, we held our very successful whole school athletic sports. By week 9 our new School
Council was elected and had met to participate in the induction process. Parents came along to
the “Parent Helpers’ training at school, and our Junior School Council organised the
Ride/Walk/Scooter to school day alongside the ‘Earthwatch’ hour.
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In the midst of all that, students settled into the rhythms and routines of school life, their new
classes and linked up with new classmates and set to work learning and doing their best at all their
school life has offered this term. And of course, that is but a little snapshot, there was so much
more. Schools are like little villages aren’t they, humming and buzzing along every day, always
something happening!
And here we are in the final week of term 1, 2019!
We can hardly believe our little Preps have just about completed their first term of big school.
Wow!
I have felt energised and very pleased with the work that has gone on in term 1, it has set us up for
another great school year.
Thank you to our Parent community
It is wonderful that we have such positive and productive relationships with our parent community.
Together, we understand the nature of our task at our school is to provide the best learning
environment we can for the children and actively work towards achieving this at every level.
Thank you Staff
As always, our dedicated staff (both teaching and non-teaching) have worked conscientiously and
tirelessly in teams to ensure that the year has started well and the children are settled and focused
on improving their learning.
I would like to recognise the work our school leaders (Ross Bennie, A.P.; Linda Batten, 5/6 Team
Leader; Steve Bruce, 3/4 Team Leader; Nicole Parker and Laura Wandke, co Team Leaders of
1/2’s; and Brooke Lopuszanski, Foundation Team Leader) have been doing in their own teams and
across the school throughout Term 1, especially their key involvement in the School Review
Process and setting up their communities of practice with the Professional Learning Communities.
Teacher teams report a term where children settled quickly and with a focus on assessment and
setting explicit learning goals early in the term in Literacy and Numeracy and social /emotional has
meant that the teachers know your children well and are able to group children accurately early
and plan their learning targeted directly to their specific point of need and challenge.
This collaborative approach to the work has also been mirrored by all our staff who continue to
work collaboratively to support our students throughout the school. Thanks you Specialist,
Administrative and Education Support Staff too.
On behalf of the school community, I wish them all a very restful holiday.
Thank you students of Northcote Primary
What a great start to the school year you have all had. We look forward to your continued
enjoyment of school, your hard work and your pride in your achievements. Well done!
It is nearly time to sign off and wish you all a safe and lovely Easter break. Rest, relax and enjoy
time with your families and friends and we will see you all back ready to go for Term 2!
Warm regards,
Kerrie
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NPS School Council 2019
School Council Update
Over the 2019 school year, we will be providing you with
information, invitations and ongoing access to who your
school council members are and how to get in touch.
After each meeting you will find School Council updates here
and other related information. We would welcome your
feedback and if you have any questions about School Council
or would like to get involved in future planning or activities
reach out to Julie Borninkhof via
borninkhof.julie.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
We need your help!
Did you know we have started planning the 2020 School
Fete? Those who have attended our fete in the past know the
just how many people were needed to plan and undertake
activity on the day.
If you would like to be a part of the 2020 Fete planning team,
get in touch with us!
Your School Council
The Northcote Primary School Council is made up of parents
and teachers who work together with the broader school
community to ensure we are making it the best it can be for
the students.
We work across five core committees and come together as a
council to provide input and oversight to the school’s
operation and evolution. The committees are shown here:

Non-council members/ parents also sit on the Environment,
Education, Community and NOOSCH committees and
parents are welcome to attend these four committees at any
time.
Committee Dates
Coming soon!
Once the committee dates for the year are confirmed we will
post these here.
Your School Council Members
Over the next few weeks we will be introducing you to your
school council members, so you can reach out and say “hi”.
Julie Borninkhof - School Council President &
Finance Committee Member
I am a passionate advocate for the health and wellbeing
of local communities. As a Deputy CEO and Clinical
Psychologist, I love getting to build and shape health
services through community consultation and co-design.
My visual art background means I often do this in creative
and innovative ways. My husband David, my daughter
Olive (1/2 Anita) and I love our Northcote Primary School
family. We are so proud to be a part of such a creative
and committed community where our children learn to be
the best little people they can be, taught by such a
dedicated teaching team. I have been a School Council
Member or the past 2 years. As School Council President,
I am committed to supporting the community to work
together to create the best learning environment for our
kids.

As stated by the Department of Education, “School councils
play a key role in Victorian government schools. As the
governing body, a school council can positively influence the
quality of education provided to students in their school.”
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To do this we need to make sure we communicate
effectively to let people know how they can get involved in
whatever activities they can. This way we can all ‘muck in’
and share the load when we need to and celebrate the
success of our special little school together.
Reach out to me via borninkhof.julie.j@edumail.vic.gov.au

Karen Surridge – Environment Committee Convenor
I have been a member of the School Community for 8
years now, with Madeline (3/4S) and Samantha now in
Year 7 and thoroughly enjoy my contribution to the
school's various committees! As Convener of the
Environments Committee, I believe that my professional
expertise as an Architect, can help the school transform
an existing portfolio of dated heritage buildings and
grounds into a campus with facilities more aligned with
the educational vision and pedagogy of the school - an
obvious challenge in the government school sector! I see
my role as a contribution to the school's future, in a similar
way the teachers at NPS are enriching my child's
academic future. As the school buildings and landscape
are redeveloped under the masterplan works in the
coming years, I know that I will always be immensely
proud of the project work we have accomplished during
my time on the Committee and School Council – and this
is only the beginning!

Michael Eva – Community Committee Member
It's my first year on the school council (with Elijah in
Laura's grade 1 class) but my sixth year living directly
across the road from the school. Over my time living
opposite the school I've had the privilege of seeing all of
the dedicated parents and teachers at the school working
late nights and weekends to make our school community
the amazing place it is. I'm looking forward to contributing
some of my own time and skills in communications and
marketing to the school community.

Anna Hardwick – Education Committee Member
I have just joined the school council and look forward to
learning more about the how the school is administered
and hopefully contribute to making it a better place for the
children. My son Max is in grade 2 with Heather and over
the last few years I have attended numerous excursions,
swimming lessons and of course baked for the fete. I
have professional experience in corporate real estate and
procurement with a focus on health and safety. Please
say hello if you see me around the school.
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Tessa van Duyn - School Council Vice President &
Community Committee Convenor
I am a human rights lawyer with over a decade of
experience working with the Human Rights Commission
to promote improved outcomes for all Victorians. I am
mum to Felix, Elke and Coco. Felix is at NPS in Grade
1/2 Laura and he absolutely loves being a part of the NPS
community.
I am passionate about social justice and fostering a sense
of community for all walks of life, and I really enjoy
engaging with the school community with the aim of
engendering strong ties across the community, through
encouraging a sense of belonging and commitment to our
children's learning and supporting the school and the
wonderful teaching staff. I have been Vice President and
Convener of the Community Sub Committee for a year
and am excited to continue in these roles this year. I am
very open and happy to talk, so please feel free to
approach me to get involved in the Community sub
committee or just to touch base with any comments or
ideas you have to help make our school community the
best it can be.
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More School Council Member introductions and photos
coming soon!
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Important Dates & Information
Important Dates 2019
Apr
5
Fri
End of Term 1 - 2.30pm
Dismissal
7
Sun
Day light saving ends - turn clock
back 1 hour
Term 2
23 Tues
School commences at 9am
24 Wed
Prep Wicked Weather Incursion
25 Thur
ANZAC Day Holiday - No School
(No Newsletter this week)
May
21 Tues
Prep Bravehearts' Incursion 2.30pm
Term Dates
Term 2 Tues 23 Apr - Fri 28 Jun - 2.30pm - No
newsletter First Week
Term 3 Mon 15 July - Fri 20 Sept - 2.30pm
Term 4 Mon 7 Oct - Fri 20 Dec - 1.30pm
School Council Dates
Term 2
15 May
12 June
Term 3
07 August
04 September
Term 4
30 October
04 December
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Term 1 2020
26 February

Late Arrival
Please ensure that if you Child/ren are late that
they are signed in at the office. This will prevent
you getting a compass notification.

NPS Craft Group
Are you a crafter / sewist / yarn-worker ?
Think you might like to contribute to next year’s
craft stall?
Fete day will roll around sooner than you expect!
Here are some ways to get involved at a relaxed,
easy pace—
• Join our small, friendly WhatsApp community for
motivation, idea & stash sharing, and occasional
meet-ups
• Contact us to chat about your ideas
• Donate fabric, yarn, thread, ribbon, notions, etc to
the communal stash
We're particularly keen to hear from parents/carers
with kids in prep/1/2.
Further info:
Shannon (Clare 3/4) - 0402 516 407
Leticia (Jacinta 3/4) - 0404 245 097
Jean (Imran 5/6) - 0416 575 159
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News from the Leadership
Conference
Eleven year 6 students attended The National Young Leaders
Day conference with Natasha and Matthew’s mum Janine.
The unique opportunity was provided as a means to support
the development of their own leadership skills. They were
exposed to real-life stories of leaders in a variety of fields.
They are really eager to share some of the lessons they found
most valuable on the day:
Cal Wilson taught us that it’s good to say ‘yes’ to everything.
As a comedian she does a lot of improvisation and she’s
learned that if you say ‘no’, you shut down situations or
opportunities that could amount to new possibilities and
incredible experiences.

1. What is stopping you from doing it?
2. Don’t think ‘road block’, think ‘how are you going to do
it?’
3. Why are you inspired to do this?
He thought he wouldn’t be able to help provide kids in Africa
with education opportunities, but he did!
Leisel Jones is a five time Olympian. Her lesson was for us
was, ‘Set impossible goals for yourself. Then, turn them into
the possible by breaking them down into steps, and just take
one step at a time. She called them bite sized chunks. She
had an impossible dream, and she just missed out on
achieving it. She said that it’s ok that it hurts too. Years later it
still bothers her, but what makes it ok is that she set it in the
first place and tried her best to achieve it.
In summary, they all had similar messages:
Find your passion, never give up on it, and always try new
things.

Holly Ferling said, “Set-backs do not mean you fail. You learn
from them and grow.” She should know - she has already
encountered a few set-backs in her career, and even though
they hurt, they have not kept her down. Holly said, “The only
time you ever really fail is when you choose not to learn from
it.” She also told us, “If you are nervous, good! It means
you’re ready. Anything worth fighting for should give you
nerves.”
Tim Diamond is the founder of the Cotton on Foundation –
helping the less fortunate across the globe. His message was
strong. Little ideas can lead to massive solutions. He has
raised over 90 million dollars from $2.00 donations. That’s
amazing. He asked us three thought provoking questions
about our passions:
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Regional Swimming 2019
Regional Swimming 2019
A huge congratulations to the three students who competed at Regional Swimming competition
two weeks ago.
Bridget S came 5th in (9/10 Girls) 50m Freestyle, Eliza B came 4th in (12/13 Girls) 50m Freestyle
& 50m Breaststroke and Sam F came 2nd (11 Boys) 50m Free style!

Dale
PE Teacher
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Italian News
Salve a tutti! (hello everyone!)
What a magnifico start to the school year for all Italian classes! All year levels have been full of
energy and thoroughly engaged in all our sessions! It has been wonderful to see the students greet
both Elena and myself in the school yard with ‘Ciao, come stai?’ or ‘Sto bene grazie e tu?’
The year 3/4's have been learning about greetings and family. We completed a pre-test, read
simple texts and practised our words and phrases. We read about ‘Il Pappagallo’ and his family
and read poems and learnt a ‘Pappagallo’ song as well! Our year 3/4 students respond confidently
to our weekly roll call questions and they are making easy comparisons between the Italian and
the English languages! Superbo!

The Year 5/6’s have come to classes with enthusiasm! We started the year with ‘conversation’
skills and have played various ball games to stimulate and encourage confident use of spoken
Italian. The pronunciation of words and phrases is superbo! It is wonderful to hear the students
practising and experimenting with the language to come up with their own phrases- which make
perfect sense!! Throughout the term we read a variety of texts, completed comprehension tasks
and students have just completed writing a short paragraph about themselves using both new and
prior knowledge. Final copy of their work will be on display in the ‘Downtown’ area early next term.
All students completed their ‘Language Learning Goals’ and they have had fun with our tactile
games! What an achievement! Epico!
Competition News: The Italian year will provide our students with more state-wide competition
opportunities. Due to popular demand from our students, the following information about the
competition has been placed into the newsletter for students to think about the competition and the
topic over the holidays if they choose to do so. If students choose to work on idea for the holidays,
they are asked to draft work- DO NOT COMPLETE any posters as we will be working on this topic
in class mid Term 2.
https://print.inewsletter.co/17N00Y
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There is a $5 entry fee for the competition and an entry form will be placed into the newsletter
FIRST WEEK BACK OF TERM 2.
The Dante Alighieri Society Melbourne have announced their topic and it is as follows:
Poster Competition 2019- Mangiare sano (Healthy Food)
All student entries must adhere to the following guidelines, as well as those stipulated for each
year level:
• No larger than A3
• Include a painting, drawing or collage
• Be clearly labelled with the student’s name, year level and school – a sticker on the back of
the poster is preferred.
Foundation, Grade 1 and Grade 2:
Students write the heading “Un cibo sano è…” on a prominent part of their poster. Students must
write FIVE nouns or noun groups on the poster stating healthy foods.
Example* [Un cibo sano è…] la banana; la mela; i ceriali; il latte; il pesce
Grade 3 and Grade 4 students:
Students write the heading “I cibi sani sono…” on a prominent part of their poster. Students must
include FIVE extended noun groups or simple sentences on their poster describing healthy foods.
Example**
le banane da Queensland; le mele fresche; i ceriali biologici; Il latte senza grassi fa bene.; il pesce
alla griglia
Grade 5 and Grade 6 students:
Students use the prompt “Mangiare sano” to create the front page or a feature page of a cooking
magazine. Students must include FIVE sentences or extended noun groups either indicating the
content of the magazine, or describing healthy foods on the feature page.
Example** 100 modi come cucinare il pesce spada.; I cibi bio fanno bene al cuore.; La nuova
ricerca sui cibi bio.; Perché la pasta si mangia a pranzo?; Olio d’oliva extra vergine o di cocco?
or
Le banane hanno le vitamine. Le mele fresche sono buone. I ceriali bio sono importanti. Il latte
senza grassa fa bene. Il pesce alla griglia sostiene il salute.

ITALIAN DAY! Yes, it is that time of year again. We will be having an Italian Day later in year and
an Italian Student Committee is currently being established. More information about the date, the
committee and a call for any parent volunteers will be placed into the newsletter, the first two
weeks back of Term 2. So…watch this space!J
Italian Student Committee: Applications have now closed and it is too close to call!! An
announcement of our 2019 Italian Student Committee will be known hopefully during the first week
back of Term 2. The standard of applications is the highest that I have ever seen at NPS!! Well
done and congratulations to all students who applied. I am so impressed and proud of the
students’ achievements. Such amazing talent here at NPS!! A display of all Italian Committee
applications will be placed outside the school office foyer in early Term 2. Just take a look here at
the some of the photos in this weeks’ newsletter edition!
Extra Italian practise for students: Following discussions with parents regarding extra Italian
lessons/practise for their child/ren at home I have provided the popular education website for you
again. If you have the internet at home, visit:
www.education.vic.gov.au/languagesonline
This program is an extra fun way for your child/ren to practise and extent their Italian knowledge
and support Literacy skills. It is a great language website filled with lots of new activities and
games.
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If you have any queries regarding the Italian Program, particularly in Year 3 to 6, please feel free to
contact me at the school or drop in directly after school for a chat or to make an appointment. I
encourage you to read the school newsletter and discuss what you have read with your child/ren to
stimulate conversation about what is being taught at school.
Until next time, keep smiling, buone vacanze (happy holidays) and stay safe. To those families who
celebrate Easter, Buona Pasqua to you all.
Grazie mille (many thanks) for your continuing support,
Signorina Rosa - Italian Teacher Years 3-6 and Coordinator (Mon/Tue).

Italian News!

Grade Prep and Grade 1-2.

Mamma mia!!
We are nearing the end of Term 1 and school has been so busy. Many things have been
happening in Italiano in the Prep, Gr.1-2 area.
We have been fortunate to be able to use a specific classroom in both areas so permanent
displays as well as student work can be seen.
Grade Prep have been avidly following the antics of Pinocchio in familiarizing themselves with
greetings in Italiano as well as being able to introduce themselves. Ciao! Mi chiamo…… They
confidently greet me with Buongiorno Signora Elena and with a Ciao! when I am on yard
duty. Learning colours in Italiano, we explored any similarities in colours between our Australian
flag, the Indigenous and the Italian flag.
Masks are always fun, and in making our Carnevale masks we touched on celebrations and
festivals of different countries as well as a small insight that people live in different environments to
our own. Especially places like Venice.
It has been a great term and I believe all Preps have settled well into Italian classes.
Grade 1-2 students this term provided me with feedback about what they would like to learn
in Italiano. This was done with each class and we had a conversation as to how this would be done
incorporating what is required by the curriculum. This has created a sense of ownership reflected
in class focus and activity rather than the ‘what I have to learn.’
History was expressed as a keen interest, so this term we have been looking at famous builings,
characters of Carnevale, and some general geography.
At the very beginning of term we reviewed past learning and each student became present to their
strengths and areas where they wished to improve. As a result Grade 1 wrote 2 goals that they
wanted to achieve by the end of the year (e.g. know my numbers to 10, or all the colours
in Italiano), and the Grade 2, 3 goals. During the term, time will be allocated where students can
choose activities that will have them reach their goals.
Although Term 1 has been a short term due to public holidays etc. it has been a great start to the
year with lots of enthusiasm.
If you wish to speak to me regarding the Italian program or have any questions you are welcome to
contact me by email
Frazzetto.elena.e@edumail.vic.gov.au
Evviva l’Italiano!!
Signora Elena (Prep, Grade 1-2)
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Page 8
RIDE WALK SCOOT SKATE!
AND TURN OFF YOUR LIGHTS!
Thank you to all families who helped to save our planet by riding or walking to school last Friday
and by turning off lights for Earth Hour.
The Junior School Council members were kept busy on Friday, handing out stickers and raffle
tickets, and a huge number o students rode or walked to school.
It was wonderful to see our community supporting these two important causes.
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Parent Support
Playing favourites

9 October 2017
Siblings
by Michael Grose
Favouritism is perhaps a taboo area in families. But parents
rarely treat each child the same.
Do you have a favourite child in your family?
If so, you are quite normal according to recent research.
One Australian study found that around 70% of parents could
identify a favourite child in their family. And nearly 80% could
clearly identify the ‘black sheep’.
Favouritsim is a taboo area for most parents. There is an
assumption that families are even playing fields where
parents treat their kids exactly the same.
This is a myth that places excess pressure on parents and
only adds to parental guilt. As most parents know, we may
love our kids equally but we don’t always like them the same.
Some kids, at particular times can be difficult to get along
with, and more significantly impossible to relate to.
There are many reasons why parents may have a favourite
child. Some children have personality types that you relate to
more easily. For instance, achievement-oriented parents will
recognise and applaud ambition in a child, and be flummoxed
by a child that displays a more layback attitude.
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At times we recognise aspects of ourselves in our kids, which
influences the way we relate to them. Parents who
themselves were the family black sheep as kids can often
have a soft spot for the child who doesn’t exactly follow the
norm.
Gender also plays a significant part when it comes to playing
favourites. Some fathers are extremely hard on their sons, yet
their daughters can have them wrapped around their little
fingers. That’s the way of families.
Birth order plays its part as well. Most parents relax their
standards for later borns, who get far more latitude than their
elder siblings. We often identify closely to the child in the
same birth order position as ourselves and compensate for
any difficulties we may have experienced as kids.
It’s worth remembering that some children in larger families
can get a little lost and feel that no one takes much notice of
them. Significantly, middle children usually say they are rarely
the favoured child in their family.
If you find yourself favouring a child, or even being hard on
someone in your family, there are a number of things you can
do:
Understand that you are not a bad parent if you do
favour one child over another. Avoid the guilt trips
and treat you kids as justly and fairly as you can.
Stick to the rules as much as possible. Kids tell us
that parents play favourites when they discipline, so
try to be as consistent as possible with standards of
behaviour and kids who break the rules.
Work closely with your partner. Parents who work
closely together often compensate for each other and
also more likely to provide a reality check when you
favour one child over another.
Encourage interaction with extended family.
Having an aunt, grandparent or family friend that a
child can relate to can be a godsend for a child who
feels left out, or is not the flavour of the month.
Family-life is rarely simple. The notion of favourites
demonstrates the complexity of family-life and why parents
need to be realistic rather than idealistic about how they relate
to their kids.
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Advertisements
Heading
The Dept. of Education (DE&T) does
not endorse the products & services of
any private advertiser or notice
contained in this newsletter.
No
responsibility is accepted by the Dept.
of Education (DE&T) or this school for
the accuracy of information contained
in advertisements or claims made by
them.

Preston High School
Open Day

In 2018, Zaatar raised over $52,000 on
their family-fun Good Friday Appeal
event “All for The Kids”. This year, the
Zaatar Good Friday Appeal event will
be held on Friday, April 19 and will
feature
delicious
food,
live
entertainment and family attractions.
100% of sale proceeds on this day will
be donated to the Royal Children's
Hospital.

Autumn School
Holiday Program

It is thanks to the support of the
community that the Good Friday
Appeal continues to grow and Zaatar
owners Charlie and Jeff Elrahi would
be delighted if you could attend.

Good Friday Appeal

Alphabet Soup

The Neighborhood
Clinic

Holly is giving away free tickets to see
her show to students at Northcote
Primary School! There are 13 tickets
for this Saturday (6th) and 10 tickets
for this Sunday (7th) Please let Edwina
know via email
atkins.edwina.e@edumail.vic.gov.au if
you would like to go an she will put
your name down. Be quick because
there are only 23 tickets available!
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