NEWSLETTER
No. 27 – 6th September, 2018
If you have information or ads for the newsletter, need to
contact the school or want an email forwarded on to a
teacher, please email it to northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Important School Diary Dates
2018
Sep

Oct

6

Thu

12
11

Wed
Tue

13
21

Thu
Fri

8
9
10-12
17-19

Mon
Tue
Wed-Fri
Wed-Fri

Grade 1/2 excursion to Earth’s prehistoric aquarium
Footy Colours dress up day! Gold coin donation
School Council meeting
Grade 3/4 swimming starts (Tuesday 11th Sept till Friday 21st Sept)
Prep visit from Annie Dennis Kinder
Prep visit from Annie Dennis Kinder
5/6 Science fair 9.30 – 11.00 am and 1.30 – 2.00 pm
Family and friends welcome!
END TERM 3 2.30 PM FINISH
Term 4 commences
Division Athletics
Grade 1/2 Camp
Grade 3/4 Camp

Greetings,
State Schools Spectacular
Ah the sound of music, children’s beautiful voices, emanating from the Art room at this time of the year, it can
only mean one thing …. State School Spectacular is nearly here! A group of very keen students from years 3 – 6
have been rehearsing for their two big performances to be held at Hisense Arena on Saturday 15th September.
There will be over 3000 performers participating in this event … now that’s spectacular!!
Lisa Engelander, (Visual/Performing arts teacher) helps the children practice their songs and choreography for
the event. Tickets are available online at Ticketek.

District Athletics
The District Athletics is also coming up (Monday September 10th). We have a squad of 46 enthusiastic students in
years 3 -6, who are training hard and preparing for their individual events. The students have been out in the yard
(almost every lunchtime) practising and improving their skills. We’d like to acknowledge their commitment and
the work that Dale McLean (PE teacher) is putting in, to ensure that the students are prepared physically and
mentally. Good luck to all!

Parent Opinion Survey
The closing date for the online Parent Opinion Survey has been extended to Sunday 9 September 2018. Parents
can submit completed online surveys until 11:59PM Sunday 9 September 2018.
Thank you for your participation in the 2018 online survey.
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2018 NAPLAN student results
Our school will be sending your child’s NAPLAN results home this Friday with your child. NAPLAN provides a
snapshot of a child’s achievement in the fundamental skills of literacy and numeracy, at a single point in time.
The data provided can be used by families, schools and education systems to support students in their learning.
Individual student results should always be considered together with other school-based assessments.
As always, NAPLAN only gives an indication of a student’s performance on the day of testing, and the results
should be interpreted with care. If you have any questions or concerns about your child’s NAPLAN results,
discuss them with your child’s teacher, who will have the best insight on your child’s educational progress.
Staff are in the process of analyzing individual and aggregate data to see how our results are measuring up
against the goals of our Annual Implementation Plan. This data will be further discussed at the Education SubCommittee and School Council in coming meetings next term. It is important that we understand our school
performance data and future resource allocations.

Today, Junior School Council hosted our annual football dress-up day! Students dressed-up as their favourite
football player or any player from a rugby or soccer team or just wore their favourite football team’s colours.
Students brought along a gold coin to donate to Junior School Council to raise funds for kids with cancer. From
what I could see in the collection buckets going around to classes, it was a great success.
Thanks all for getting into the spirit of things with your generosity.

Moving out and leaving the school?
If you are moving location and considering leaving our school, could you please contact the office to let us
know as soon as possible? It is vital that we have accurate student numbers to cater for adequate staffing
and programs for the 2019 year and more importantly, to secure your child’s school placement for the
following year.
If you are aware of any families who are yet to enrol their child at school, could you please encourage them
to make contact with us as soon as possible otherwise they may miss out on a place at our school in 2019.

Parenting Ideas in the news
Recently, Parenting Ideas founder Michael Grose wrote an article for Ten Daily titled Would You Trade Your
Child's Privacy For A Few Likes? The article challenges parents to think carefully about posting pictures of
their children online, in order to protect their future privacy. He also appeared on Studio 10, speaking about
the same topic.

Would You Trade Your Child's Privacy For A Few Likes?
Respecting kids' rights to future privacy is paramount.
My kids were lucky they were raised before social media was in vogue.
My wife and I were prolific snappers, posters and sharers of our children’s photos. We snapped photos of
cute bouncy babies, naked toddlers baths, nervous new primary schoolers and attitude-filled teenagers.
The best pics were posted in family photo albums, which went into a cupboard never to see the light of
day again. Favourites were framed, or shared with proud grandparents so they could claim boasting
rights with friends.
That was the extent of photo sharing back in the day. Then the mobile phone became a versatile digital
device and the social landscape change forever.
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Now parents have the capacity to share their children’s photos with friends the world over in the time it
takes to say, “Look at me.” In doing so they are making their children’s images available for future
recruiters, partners and work colleagues to eyeball, as well as open for unsavoury characters to peruse for
potentially sinister purposes.
There’s no doubt the basic parenting task of raising kids to be safe, savvy and smart now extends to the
online world. My advice is to keep standards high, advocate caution and start the online socialisation
process when at a young age.

Modelling Online Behaviour
As a parent, be circumspect about the types of photos you post online. It’s
not my preference to post pictures showing young children’s faces online. I
won’t do it, and I won’t ask their parents for permission either. Photos of
backs of heads are as far as I go and I resist the temptation to tag their
names as well. Respecting their rights to future privacy is paramount.
Before posting a photo of your kids consider the same filtering question we
ask of teenagers before they let a selfie loose on the world: 'Would you be
happy for your teacher, future boss or prospective partner to see this?' If
there’s any doubt, then don’t post."
The think-before-you-post approach we want from our kids will only work when parents model it.

Seeking Permission
The next step in the socialisation process involves seeking your child’s permission to post their photo
online. This should occur at the age your kids start using digital media.
This age will vary -- for some it’s as young as six but for others it’s around 10 or 11, depending on their
access and experience of digital technology.
Asking for permission needs to be done in a way that they understand and considers other children’s
privacy rights as well.
As a rule of thumb, always seek permission before posting group pictures of children online. Many parents
rightfully won’t be impressed if, say, an over-enthusiastic team manager posts a sports photo of their child
online without seeking their permission.

Parenting ideas - Second half-year webinar program for parents
In the second half of the year we have four fantastic webinars for parents lined up, presented by some of
Australia’s leading parenting educators. As a Parenting Ideas Schools member, your school has special
access to vouchers for these webinars. These vouchers allow those in your school community to attend
the webinars at no cost. Teachers and staff at your school are also welcome to redeem a voucher and join
us!
Webinars are valued at $37 per person, so we encourage you to share the vouchers with the families in
your school community.
Here's our program:

Managing video games and the next digital craze, with Martine Oglethorpe
Thursday 13 September 2018, 7.30pm-8.30pm AEST
In this webinar Martine will address the issues parents need to know about when it comes to navigating
the murky world of kids' video games. Martine will step back from the headlines, address the current
myths and share the latest research on the effects of gaming on young people today.
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Developing emotional intelligence in children, with Michael Hawton
Monday 29 October, 7.30pm-8.30pm AEDT
Research over the past decade has demonstrated that the ability to wrestle with strong emotions is very
important in helping children to learn better at school. In this webinar, Michael will explore the nature of
emotional intelligence and how parents can act in ways to develop their child’s emotional intelligence.

Preparing for high school, with Sharon Witt
Tuesday 27 November 2018, 7.30pm-8.30pm AEDT
Beginning the journey of High School is a time of great excitement and anticipation for many children, yet
also a source of great apprehension for countless others. In this webinar popular parenting educator,
author and secondary teacher Sharon Witt will share a bag full of practical strategies guaranteed to
remove the stress and ensure a smooth transition to secondary school

Warm Regards,
Kerrie

PUPIL OF THE WEEK!

5/6J – Lily P

1/2H – James P

5/6T – Willow S

1/2L – Oscar G

5/6N – Layla I H

1/2S – Tol P

5/6P – Israa A

1/2A – Poppy V O

3/4K – Ruby P

1/2N – Tahlia B

3/4H – Tom F

00B – Abbey C

3/4M – Amelie M

00L – Connor S

3/4B – Jayden T

00P – Chris F

3/4S – William L
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Italian Update
Ciao a tutti! (Hello everyone!)
What a fabulous term for Italian in the middle and senior school! All classes have been working on the
Dante Alighieri theme in class where we studied author Jeannie Baker and her book ‘Window’. The
students have been learning to draft a piece of work, construct sentences in the Italian language using
nouns and adjectives, edit their work, seek feedback from the teacher and their peers and finalise a final
piece ready for presentation! It has been a successful learning journey with lots of positive feedback and
experience of success from the students.
At present we have quite a number of students entering the poster competition and who will be
representing our school at state level.
A reminder that for students who have chosen to enter their poster into the state wide Dante Alighieri
Society poster competition that entries closes next Tuesday the 11th of September. Please refer to previous
newsletter items for further details.
Any winners will be required to attend a Presentation afternoon in October at the University of
Melbourne where they will receive a trophy, a certificate, a book prize and have their photo taken for the
Italian newspaper, Il Globo-date to be confirmed.
If you wish your child to enter this competition, please enclose $5 together with the slip below in an
envelope and send this to the office before Tuesday the 11th September 2018 - NO LATER.

THE DANTE ALIGHIERI SOCIETY JUNIOR POSTER COMPETITION 2018.
Final day to submit your poster will be Tuesday, 11th September 2018 - earlier would be
preferred!

All completed posters must be received by this date. Entry Fee = $5
Yes, I wish my child to enter The Dante Alighieri Poster Competition.
Student’s name: ______________________________________________________________
Grade: _________

Please find enclosed: $5.00

Thank you.
I give permission for _____________________________________(child’s name) to have his/her
photo,
full name, grade and school name to be published in The Italian Newspaper ‘Il Globo’.
Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________________________________

BUT WAIT THERE’S MORE…
The Dante Alighieri Society - Audio Competition for Year 5/6 (only):
For those Year 5/6 students who are entering The Dante Alighieri Audio competition about Dante
Alighieri and his life, a reminder that this competition also closes next Tuesday the 11 th of September- NO
LATER.
All entries must be placed on a USB and submitted to Signorina who will then return the USB to the
student. The USB must include both the Italian and the English script with correct spelling and the
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student’s name, year level and our school name. Permission forms were distributed this week in Italian
classes for all interested students and there is no entry fee to enter.
The best entry will receive $500 each. $100 of this amount will be awarded directly to the winning school’s
Italian Department, to fund Italian Resources or Excursions/Incursions, whilst the remaining $400 will be
divided up equally amongst the winning students – or be given entirely to one student, should that student
have entered on their own. Please refer to previous newsletter items and the Dante Alighieri website for
further details.
All entrants will receive a certificate of participation.
Congratulations and well done to all those students in Years 3 to 6 who have chosen to work during
many lunchtimes (many Tuesdays and some Mondays) to work on either one or both competitions. It has
been a pleasure working with you and assisting you. We have such talent at NPS! I wish you all the very
best for both competitions!
If you have any queries regarding the Italian Program, please feel free to contact me at the school or drop
in directly after school for a chat or to make an appointment. I encourage you to read the school newsletter
and discuss what you have read with your child/ren to stimulate conversation about what is being taught
at school.
Until next term, buone vacanze (happy holidays) and grazie mille (many thanks) for your continuing
support,
Signorina Rosa - Italian Teacher Years 3-6 and Language Coordinator (Mon/Tue)

Trivia Night
What a fantastic night it was on Sat. 18th August. The amount raised from this night was $5,375.95
Thank you to the community sub-committee for organising this successful and fun night.

PREMIERS READING CHALLENGE
THIS FRIDAY IS LAST DAY FOR PREMIERS READING CHALLENGE.
STEPHANIE HAS VERIFIED ALL BOOKS SO FAR BUT YOU ONLY HAVE 1 MORE DAY LEFT!
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Advertisements
The Dept. of Education (DE&T) does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser or
notice contained in this newsletter. No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education (DE&T)
or this school for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them.
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