NEWSLETTER
No. 03 – 15th February 2018
If you have information or ads for the newsletter, need to
contact the school or want an email forwarded on to a
teacher, please email it to northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Important School Diary Dates
2018
Feb

19
20
21

Mon
Tue
Wed

27

Tue

Education Sub-Committee Meeting – 7.00 p.m. – Staffroom
Environment Sub-Committee Meeting – 7.00 p.m. - Staffroom
Parent/Teacher Partnership Meetings for Grades 1-6 only
12.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m. Bookings open on Compass
Children dismissed from school at 12.00 p.m.
Classroom helpers/Parent volunteers training 9.15 am – 10.15 am

Mar

3
6
7
12
13
29
30

Sat
Tue
Wed
Mon
Tues
Thurs
Fri

NPS Fete 10.00 am- 4.00 pm
Whole School Athletics Day – more information soon!
School Council Meeting – 7.00 p.m. - Staffroom
Labour Day Public Holiday - No school
Pupil Free Day – No school for students
End Term 1 – 2.30 pm finish
Easter

Apr

16
23
25
30

Mon
Mon
Wed
Mon

Start Term 2
School Photo Day
Anzac Day Public Holiday- No school
Grade 5/6 Camp to Canberra until Friday 4th May

PUPIL OF THE WEEK
Prep Brooke – Julian G

3/4 Kate – Eliza S

Prep Laura – Lola S

3/4 Hilary – Henry R-H

Prep Pip – Chris F

3/4 Leah – Jacinta S

1/2 Heather – Audrey B

3/4 Steven – Freya R

1/2 Linda – Zane L

3/4 Sharif – George R

1/2 Stephanie – Leo P

5/6 Janelle – Edie C

1/2 Anita – Fred M

5/6 Natasha – Matthew R

1/2 Nicole – William A

5/6 Penny – Lucas G
5/6 Tracy – Adam B
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N.B.: Paperwork relating to the Parent Payment Statements and updating of Emergency
Contact Information were posted home yesterday. Parent Payment Statements will be emailed to
families shortly. For those that have paid their fees please note that the Whole School Athletics
Day charge ($12.00) has been added

Greetings …
Term 1 - Parent / Teacher Partnership Meetings for Years 1 to year 6 only – Goal Setting
Wednesday, 21 February from 12.30 – 7.30 p.m.
Notice and detailed information was in last 2 week’s newsletter.
In summary - :
When? Wednesday, February 21 from 12.30 to 7.30 p.m.
Where? In your child’s home room.
What do you need to do to make an appointment?
1. Book appointment times using the Compass School Management System with your individual
login details. If you are having any difficulty doing this, please call the office for assistance.
What do I need to bring?
You may choose to bring copies of your child’s last report to discuss together with the teacher, the goals
for Semester 1, 2018. Anything else you believe would be useful to the meeting.
Does my child attend this meeting?
No. This is a meeting between parents and teachers only.
Will I get a copy of the goals to take home at the meeting?
Not yet. The goals are in draft form at the moment and the teachers are keen for your input. After your
discussion with the teacher, the teacher will finalise the goals and any follow up home strategies and send
home a copy in approximately 2 weeks’ time after the meeting.
Will my child be at school on Wednesday afternoon of February 21?
No. School Council has agreed to vary the hours of the school day on that day, so that the meetings can
take place.

Children will be dismissed at 12.00 p.m. on Wednesday, 21 February.
Will After Care be available?
Yes. If you need child care, please use the online system to book in. Extended Child care will be available
from 12.00 p.m. until 6.00 p.m. on that day.
The teachers are looking forward to meeting with you to discuss the draft priority learning goals for
Literacy, Numeracy and Social/ Emotional as required.

School Council Elections 2018: Would You Like To Be A Member Of Our School Council?
Nominations are now open for 4 parent vacancies on our school council. If you are an enthusiastic
parent interested in getting more involved and having a say in what our school is doing, or know
someone who is, we would love to hear from you. We are looking for people who are committed to
improving the educational outcomes for all our students.
Effective councils have a broad range of experience, skills and expertise. Face-to-face and online training
is also available to help councillors develop the skills and knowledge for the job. Parents find their
involvement satisfying and may also find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging.
For more information on what's involved, see information below in our school newsletter.
Nominations close on 4.00 p.m. on Monday 19 February, 2018 and forms are available from school
reception.
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2018 School Council Elections – Information for Parents
Effective school councils are a key factor in good governance. Effective councils have a wide range of
skills, expertise and knowledge about how to improve school governance to provide the best possible
educational outcomes for students.
The annual school council election process provides an opportunity to attract members keen to add value
and bring their expertise and skills to assist the governance of the school.
What Is A School Council And What Does It Do?
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted bodies that are
given powers to set the key directions of a school within state-wide guidelines. In doing this, a school
council is able to directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students.
Who Is On The School Council?
For most school councils, there are three possible categories of membership:


A mandated elected Parent category – more than one-third of the total members must be from this
category. Department of Education and Training (DET) employees can be Parent members at their
child’s school as long as they are not engaged in work at the school.



A mandated elected DET employee category – members of this category may make up no more
than one-third of the total membership of school council. The principal of the school is
automatically one of these members.



An optional Community member category – members are co-opted by a decision of the council
because of their special skills, interests or experiences. DET employees are not eligible to be
Community members.

Generally, the term of office for all members is two years. The term of office of half the members expires
each year, creating vacancies for the annual school council elections.
Why Is Parent Membership So Important?
Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help inform and
shape the direction of the school.
Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying and may also find
that their children feel a greater sense of belonging.
Do I Need Special Experience To Be On School Council?
Each member brings their own valuable life skills and knowledge to the role, councillors may need to
develop skills and acquire knowledge in areas that are unfamiliar to them. What you do need is an interest
in your child’s school and the desire to work in partnership with others to help shape the school’s future.
How Can You Become Involved?
The most obvious way is to vote in the school council elections, which are held in Term 1 each year.
However, ballots are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant.
In view of this, you might seriously consider 

standing for election as a member of the school council



encouraging another person to stand for election.

What Do You Need To Do To Stand For Election?
Below is the Notice of Election and Call for Nominations. All school council elections must be completed
by the end of March unless the usual time line has been varied by the Minister.
If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or you
can nominate yourself in the Parent category.
DET employees whose child is enrolled in a school in which they are not engaged in work, are eligible to
nominate for parent membership of the school council at that school.
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Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the Notice of
Election. You will receive a Nomination Form Receipt in the mail following the receipt of your completed
nomination.
Generally, if there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be
conducted during the two weeks after the call for nominations has closed.
Remember




Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what to do
Consider standing for election to school council this year
Be sure to vote in the elections.

Contact the Principal for further information.
NOTICE OF ELECTION AND CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
An election is to be conducted for members of the school council of Northcote Primary School.
Nomination forms may be obtained from the school office. Nomination forms must be lodged by 4.00
p.m. on Monday 19 February, 2018.
The ballot will close at 4.00 pm on Wednesday 7 March, 2018.
Following the closing of nominations a list of the nominations received will be posted at the school. The
terms of office, membership categories and number of positions in each membership category open for
election are as follows:
MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY

TERM OF OFFICE

Parent member

From the day after the date of
the declaration of the poll in
2018

NUMBER OF POSITIONS

4

to and inclusive of the date of
the declaration of the poll in
2018
DET employee member

From the day after the date of
the declaration of the poll in
2018

2

to and inclusive of the date of
the declaration of the poll in
2018
If the number of nominations is less than the number of vacancies, a notice to that effect and calling for
further nominations will be posted in a prominent position at the school.
Great opportunity for parents!
School Council is a fantastic opportunity for parents to be directly involved and have input into policy
development and directions of the school. School Council members are an enthusiastic group of parents
and staff, who bring their skills & experiences to contribute to the smooth running of the school.
We deal with such an interesting range of issues that School Council members will tell you that they enjoy
their participation and find it very satisfying to follow issues and projects through. Meetings are twice each
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school term for Council, with sub-committee meetings held in the weeks prior to each School Council
meeting.
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact our current School Council President, Ian Taylor,
or myself, or any other School Council member. Contact can be made by leaving a message (email is fine)
at the office and this will be forwarded on to the School Council member for you.
Our School Fete is coming!!
With only a few weeks to go, activity around the school is noticeably picking up. Our school fete is our
community’s major fundraiser for the year and a big day where we ask our entire community to
contribute in some way.
.
Do you have your name down yet?
Many parents have already been working on getting stalls ready for the day but we are at the stage
where we need those gaps filled on the volunteer roster. If you haven’t already done so, I encourage you
to check the fete Facebook page or contact our fete co-ordinator, Pauline, if you can assist.
Put yourself down for an hour or two or whatever you are able to do, it will be much appreciated and of
course funds raised go to a very good cause – improving our school for the children. Get involved, many
hands make light work and your children will see evidence of how much you value their school.
I look forward to seeing you at the school when you attend a parent/partnership meeting next week and
hearing your feedback.

Warm regards,
Kerrie
Training for Classroom Helpers
Classroom helpers and parent volunteer training will be held in the Staffroom on 27th February between
9.15 am and 10.15 am. Could anyone planning to attend please contact Ross Bennie
(bennie.ross.a@edumail.vic.gov.au) to confirm.

Icy Poles!!!
Icy poles on sale for $1 this Friday after school in the canteen, from 3.30 – 4.00 p.m.
This term we will be also be selling healthier icy pole options - for $2 each.
Any feedback or suggestions for healthy options is most welcome!
Icy poles will be for sale every Friday afternoon of this term 

Don’t forget to keep collecting the Coles Sports for Schools vouchers for our
school. They can be put in the collection box in the school foyer or alternatively
in either of the Coles Supermarkets at the Plaza – we have one box in each store!
Tell your friends, neighbours and family to collect them too!
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Congratulations to
Penny (5/6 teacher 2017) & James
On the birth of
Indiana Alex Breen
12/02/18
8lb 1oz

NPS SCHOOL FETE IS ON AGAIN ~ MARCH 3RD
And we want your QUALITY second-hand items!
We are starting our final Fete second-hand collections of:







Toys
Bric-a-brac
Books, CD’s, DVD’s
Clothes
Small pieces of furniture
No electrical items please

Days & Times:
Starting 8th Feb~ Thursdays and Fridays from 3.15 p.m. and Fridays 3.15 p.m. until 2nd
March
Please call or email to let me know if you would like to drop off goods on an alternative
day or in the morning.
Deliveries to Fete Shed - near Henry St Gate.
Many Thanks;
Donna Cassidy - dcassidy3070@gmail.com
0458 320 214
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Kids Treats Stall NPS Fete
Dear Northcote Parents & Guardians,
The Kids Treat Stall sells fairy floss, snow cones AND Home-Made Sweet Treats. To help out, bring your favourite
sweet treat on NPS fete day (as early as possible). For some ideas, the following treats are popular:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mini toffees, toffee apple wedges,
Treats that go on ice cream cones or lolly pop sticks (lollipop biscuits ,cake pops, funny face, lollipop biscuits,
mars bar slice pops, caramel/choc popcorn in cones)
Lolly necklaces/bracelets
Football themed treats (cupcakes in football colours)
Halloween themed treats/Easter themed treats (with Easter around the corner)
Cookies (skateboard cookies, thong biscuits, tic toc tea cups, gingerbread men, animal themed biscuits or
anything decorated with lollies)
Chocolate treats (on pop sticks, chocolate love hearts, giant freckles)
Marshmallow truffles, rainbow slice, patty cake cones, frog in the pond

List of ingredients
With your sweet treat, please provide the name of the treat and the list of ingredients on a white piece of paper or
card 6 cm high x 9 cm wide. Typed or handwritten is ok. Note: this is very important as there are kids with food
allergies. You can cut out and use label below.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Treat:
Ingredients:

Made By:
Date:

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Helping out on the day
If you can spare a couple of hours to help out at the stall on the day it would be MUCH appreciated. You can put your
name down for a shift on the online roster or contact me. It can get pretty hectic, two people alone are required for
the fairy floss! But its lot of fun.
Diana’s conctact details: diana@mina.com.au or mob 0438 455 977
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STATE TEAM TRIAL
REGISTRATIONS –
Closing 1st March
Registrations are open for Australian Football, Netball, Basketball, Football (Soccer), Softball, Tennis, and
Volleyball.
PLEASE EMAIL TRACY BUDIN BEFORE COMPLETING AND PAYING, AS ONLY 3 STUDENTS PER SCHOOL CAN
BE ENDORSED BY THE PRINCIPAL.
budin.tracy.l@edumail.vic.gov.au
These registrations close Thursday, 1 March 2018. You can find all the details via School Sport Victoria’s
website http://www.ssv.vic.edu.au/team-vic
If you are looking for a document that details the process, please download the Team Vic Online
Registrations Process. This will give you all the information you need to know BEFORE registering.
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Family seeking domestic cleaner
A NPS family located in Northcote is looking for a cleaner local to
Darebin to tend to their home for 2-3 hours a week. If you or
someone you know may be interested, please inquire at the office.

Advertisements
The Dept. of Education (DE&T) does not endorse the products & services of any
private advertiser or notice contained in this newsletter. No responsibility is accepted
by the Dept. of Education (DE&T) or this school for the accuracy of information
contained in advertisements or claims made by them.

EBM Insurance coverage for students – brochures available outside the office.
Organic Ease produce to your door – delivering affordable organic produce to your door. Brochures available
outside the school office or visit organicease.com.au
Tennis Lessons Melbourne – www.tennislessonsmelbourne.com - or phone 0422 728 938. Email
miketim4tennis@gmail.com
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