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Greetings from Kerrie ...
The 2019 NPS fete – in a word …
Wow!
How amazing was our fete last Saturday?
Well, I will let the words of the year 5/6 students tell
you how good it was.
Whooo hooo! Whoosh! I screamed as I
rushed down the water slide at an insanely
fast speed. I landed in the pool, jumped up
and … whoosh! Fell right back down again. I
didn’t mind one bit because it cooled me
down again! The ‘Eliminator’ ride forced me
into some really funny positions that I’ve
never been in before e.g. face planting!
The Lob-o-choc: Me and my friend team up
every year and this year we got a record 4
prizes. There were some delicious cakes,
favourites were Orange polenta and chocolate
cakes.
I like it this year because it was very
environmentally friendly with very little plastic,
I like that.
And the ‘Dotted Thirds’ surprised us with how
good they were!
Every child I have spoken to over the week, did not
need any prompting at all when asked ‘what was the
highlight?’ the water slide and the dunking
machine! as the stand out highlights among many of
the highlights for the children on the day.
https://print.inewsletter.co/vRyKPx

We were worried when we saw the weather forecast
– a fourth day in a row of temperatures hovering
around 37degrees, but come they did. The crowds
rolled in at 10a.m. and kept coming and coming.
What an atmosphere!
The dedicated pre-dawn set up crew got to work and
by early warm morning, our fete village had emerged
and we were ready to go at 10.00 a.m.
The cake and coffee stall were pumping, smoky
barbeque and souvlaki stalls, all fired up and soon
got very busy. The keen and early bargain hunters
flocked to the book stall and pre-loved, vintage
clothes and toys. The plants, the bric-a-brac, and
jams, chutneys, sauces and home-made cakes and
slices, drew the crowds.
There was so much for the children to do from sugar
high fairy floss, face painting, chair-o-plane, mini
golf, and so much more. Then there was the food,
glorious food to be had! With the irresistible smells
of the ‘barbies and souvas’, alongside the Salad Bar,
folks just settled in the ‘café’ section, relaxed, ate,
and soaked up the great vibe and atmosphere.
The Silent Auction and beautiful hampers, kept
people enthralled as to who would end up with the
auction item for a great price too. As the afternoon
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warmed, fine beverages sold over at the Bar to
quench the thirsty crowds. So much to see, so
much to taste, so much to smell, so much to hear.
The Loud Auction conducted by Sam, from Jellis
Craig, proved to be dramatic and an enthralling part
of the afternoon, as bids flashed back and forth
between patrons. We all held our breath!
The children had such a fun time, the adults relaxed
and once again, it all came together at our Annual
NPS Fete! Such a great feel to the day with
everyone doing their bit to help out.
Thank you all
A very super huge THANK YOU and YOU, to all of
our community (parents, children, staff, friends of
parents, family members of parents and staff, exNPS students) for giving up your time, enlisting
others, and generously supporting the success of
our fete. You all help make it work.
Thank you our fete co-ordinators Sam and
Melanie – So good, so positive and calm!
In particular, the very hard work of our extraordinarily
calm, enthusiastic and positive fete co-ordinators
Sam Corrie and Melanie Ryan is acknowledged.
On behalf of our community, we thank you for your
generosity, tireless work, enthusiasm, drive and
energy to make our fete so successful. I know there
was a core group supporting them, and we extend
our thank you to that group as well as all Stall Coordinators and parents who worked on the day,
before the day and behind the scenes.
Thank you to our students
There were many current and ex-student volunteers
assisting with stall set up, serving on stalls, helping
with games and at the end of the day, helping clean
up.
Clean-up & pack down
I would also like to thank all parents, staff and
children who were involved in the ‘after fete had
finished’ clean up. The pack down this year was
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done in very trying and hot conditions – so an extra
thank you to Bronwyn Wickett and crew – you were
amazing!
Many hands made light work and we were finished
in around 3 hours with the school grounds and
buildings returned ready for school on Monday.
Thank you Ian Taylor – School Council President
Ian’s final year of opening up our school in the wee
hours of the morning and worked tirelessly prior to,
during, and after the fete, sorting out ALL the bits
and pieces (both big and small), to keep the fete
environment safe for us all. Ian was still here at the
end of the day in the heat, taking down temporary
fences and marquees.
Fete Administration
Thank you to Julie Borninkhof, David Andrewartha,
Lyn Ramsay, Ian Nunn, and the other volunteers on
the day, for the very important job of fete
administration.
How much did we raise?
From the School Council Finance committee …
Its official folks – not even a 38 degree day could
stop our community coming along and having a
great day while supporting our school.
Our initial tally indicates that we made just over
$45,000!
This is about $2,500 up on last year’s fete. This
amount does not include the Jellis Craig auction
donation and may be subject to change as each stall
finalises the costs of the materials that they required
to run their activity.
With our parent raised funds set to support the
implementation of the Northcote Primary School
Landscaping Master Plan, we know that this funding
will be put to really good use making our school
grounds a wonderful place for our children to learn,
play and grow.
School Council will keep you updated on the final
figures over the coming weeks, so stay tuned!
Warm regards,
Kerrie
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Classroom Helpers Program
Classroom Helpers Program - Thursday 28 March 9.15am to
10.15am in the staff room
If you would like to help in the classroom, we invite you to come along to our training session. The
session will cover confidentiality, strategies to use when working with students in groups and one
to one, and will introduce you to some of the teaching aids used in class.
Classroom helpers undertake a variety of tasks including hearing children read, assisting students
to select their take home book for reading, supporting small group tasks, and laminating and
labelling resources. As helpers are working with students it is essential that school protocols
around safety and confidentiality are clearly understood. It is also important for helpers to
understand some of the language of learning that teachers use so that they can support students
positively and with confidence.
One of the actions that we need all visitors and classroom helpers to do once you have
registered as a volunteer is to sign the ‘Visitors Book’ at the office and collect a badge on
arrival at school. When you are leaving the school, please sign out and return your badge.
This is to ensure that we know who is in the school at all times – for safety and emergency
purposes.
To register, email bennie.ross.a@edumail.vic.gov.au or call 9481 0009.
Ross Bennie
Assistant Principal
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Grade 5/6 Teams Stand Against Bullying
The 5/6 students have made a powerful and positive start to the year! As part of their Social and
Emotional Learning, they have developed literacy around what exactly is and isn’t bullying. They
have come up with a range of different definitions for bullying – making sure they all include the
key words. They have worked hard on drafting anti-bullying pledges which will lead to the creation
of a contract to be signed by all 5/6 students. The final draft of this pledge reads as follows:
“I pledge to help stop bullying. I make a commitment to treat all people with compassion and
kindness. I respect everyone for who they are. I will have the strength and courage to not be a
bystander. I will speak out against bullying. It is my responsibility to help others who are being
bullied and report bullying to an adult.
Bullying is never ok."
As well as this, the 5/6 students look forward to welcoming back ‘Project Rockit’ on the 12th of
March to run their UNITE workshop. The focus of this interactive session will be to provide
strategies and scripts for students to use if they find themselves in confrontational situations. The
strategies vary from what they can do or say if they are themselves the target; what they can do if
they are a bystander, and how they can best show support for a friend (or even someone who
might not be a friend!). Students will also have opportunities to reflect on past behaviours, develop
empathy for others and be empowered to tackle future encounters with bullying.
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Italian News
Salve a tutti! (hello everyone!)
A reminder:
Italian Student Committee: This year will see our well
anticipated Italian Day at NPS! Students in Years 5 and 6
have an opportunity to apply for The Italian Student
Committee. This is a leadership position at the school where
the students are required to apply in a creative way, including
a letter outlining why they should be chosen to be part of this
committee. Students chosen will assist with the planning
process of the Italian Day and will contribute to the running of
the day as well. They will promote language competitions and
other language related news through our school newsletter
and on Monday morning school assembly. At present there
are many interested students. The application process
commenced last week and will close on Tuesday the 26th of
March.
Applications received so far have been amazing!! I have
received a creative and beautiful Venetian scene and an
interesting way for me to retrieve my letter! I have received
‘La Bocca della Verità’- The Mouth of Truth, a model of a
restaurant and a menu! Applications will be on display near
the office foyer from the last week of Term 1.
Displays: Through discussions with the Year 3 to 6 students,
we have decided that the students will create signs in the
Italian language to go around our school! The Year 3 to 4
students will label our ‘block’ area and the Year 5 to 6
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students will arrange the main campus. This process will
begin later in the term so look around our wonderful school
and begin learning some of our new words with our students!
Buon lavoro Year 3 to 6! Great ideas with so much
enthusiasm!
Extra Italian practise for students: Following many
discussions
with
parents
regarding
extra
Italian
lessons/practise for their child/ren at home I have provided
the popular education website for you. If you have the internet
at home, visit:
www.education.vic.gov.au/languagesonline
This program is an extra fun way for your child/ren to practise
and extent their Italian knowledge and support Literacy skills.
It is a great language website filled with lots of new activities
and games.
If you have any queries regarding the Italian Program,
particularly in Year 3 to 6, please feel free to contact me at the
school or drop in directly after school for a chat or to make an
appointment. I encourage you to read the school newsletter
and discuss what you have read with your child/ren to
stimulate conversation about what is being taught at school.
Until next time, keep smiling e grazie mille (many thanks) for
your continuing support,
Signorina Rosa - Italian Teacher Years 3-6 and Coordinator
(Mon/Tue)
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Northcote Primary school Choir
Northcote Primary School Choir
Northcote Primary School Choir
Do you like singing?
Are you in Grades 3-6?
Come along to the next ‘give it a go’ choir rehearsal on the 18th of March in the Hall building.
Rehearsals will be held every Monday lunch time for the first half of lunch. If you have any other
questions come along to our second ‘give it a go’ session or come and ask Anita, (teacher 1/2A)
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Purnululu School
Video Chatting with Purnululu
School!
On Tuesday the 6th of March a small group of the Grade 1/2s
video called the K-3 class from Purnululu School which is
located in Frog Hollow in the Kimberly, Western Australia.
Here is what the students involved wrote as a reflection on the
chat:
They asked us some questions about the weather in
Northcote and we asked them some questions about the
weather in Frog Hollow. A funny question that they asked us
was, does it snow in Northcote? Of course we answered NO!
Some of the things we learned and noticed through our chat
were:
They have a uniform
Every day the weather is over 40 degrees in Frog
Hollow and they don’t even have a hot day timetable!
It rains and storms every afternoon where they live
There were only about ten people in their classroom
and they were all the kindergarten, Grade 1, Grade 2,
and Grade 3s students in the whole school!
There are only about 40 people in their entire town
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They have Desert Peas and Boab Trees around their
school
It looked really sunny outside their classroom window

They also created a weather report video and sent it to us, it
was amazing! We are going to make one of our weather here
in Northcote to send back to them!
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Important Dates & Information
Important Dates 2019
Mar
11
Mon
Labour Day Public Holiday - No
school for students
12
Mar
Project Rocket - Year 5 & 6
14
Thurs
T20 Cricket
15
Fri
Bullying No Way - Day of Action
18
Mon
Year 6 Leadership Conference
19
Tues
First Aid in Schools Program
22
Fri
Whole School Athletics Carnival - No
lunch orders - all children to bring their own lunch
28
Thur
Classroom Helpers Program 9.15am
to 10.15am
28
Thur
NAPLAN online Test Day - Years 3 & 5
Apr
3
Wed
School Photo Day
5
Fri
End of Term 1 - 2.30pm Dismissal

Other Term Dates
Term 2 Tues 23 Apr - Fri 28 Jun - 2.30pm
Term 3 Mon 15 July - Fri 20 Sept - 2.30pm
Term 4 Mon 7 Oct - Fri 20 Dec - 1.30pm

office to collect a CSEF form. If have applied in
previous years, there is no need to apply again. If you
are no longer eligible for CSEF, please let us know.

Tissues

We are looking for donations of boxes of tissues to get
us through the winter season soon to be upon us.
Please send a box along to your child's classroom
teacher.

Lost property
A small lost peach/yellow Labrador dog doll lost in
yard. If found please return it to the office. Thank you.

Parent Payment Statements &
CSEF Applications
Parent Payment Statements have been printed and
mailed home. This will also include the whole school
athletics day cost. If you are new to the school and
have a healthcare or pension card, please call in to the
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Fete News
Fete Photos
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Advertisements
Heading
The Dept. of Education (DE&T) does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser
or notice contained in this newsletter. No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education
(DE&T) or this school for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made
by them.

Circus Royale
Circus Royale is coming to Reservoir 6 March to 17 March. We have Flyers at the office for
discounted entry. and free popcorn

Todd's Tennis Coaching
Happy New Year from Todd's Tennis Coaching to all families at Northcote Primary School. We are
located just 300 meters from the school at St Joseph’s Parish tennis courts (cnr Helen St and
Westbourne Grove). Tennis Lessons are recommencing and spots are available for our existing
and new students on Monday, Tuesday, and Friday afternoons. We have students from 4 to 16
years of age so there is an appropriate group for everyone. Please contact Matthew Todd on 0414
628 633 or mc.todd@hotmail.com if you have any enquiries about any of the groups

SealPony Football Club

Westside Circus
https://print.inewsletter.co/vRyKPx
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Ladies / Mum's Netball

The Brave Program

Twilight Kindergarten and Child Care Open Evenings

NOOK Dance Centre
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Thornbury High School Open Night

The Circus Spot

Girls Football

Hoop Smart Basketball Camps
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