NEWSLETTER
No. 39 – 14th December, 2017

If you need to contact the school or want an email forwarded on to a teacher, please email it to

northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Important School Diary Dates - 2017
Dec

Jan

15

Fri

18

Mon

19

Tues

20

Wed

21

Thurs

22

Fri

Icy Pole Sale (last day)
Last day for deposit to be paid for Grade 5/6 camp 2018
Grade 5/6 Assembly – Year 6 awards
End of Year Picnic (5.30 p.m. – 7.30 p.m.)
End of Year Picnic (back up day)
In-house Transition to 2018 Classes No. 2 – 12.30 to 1.30 p.m.
Grade 5/6 Incursion with Proactivity
Grade 3/4 Incursion with Proactivity
Gr 5/6 Excursion to Westgarth Cinema
Gr 1/2 Excursion to Westgarth Cinema
Last day of School – 1.30 p.m. finish

30

Tues

First Day of School for Children for 2018 – 9.00 a.m. start

Monday Assembly
Grade 6 Awards/Certificates Presentation
This year at the end of year picnic on December 18 we will have a festivity fundraiser
including:
Stockings
Hanging ornaments
Garland
Gnomes
Preset tags and decorations
Filters, sparkles and fun!!
Find our table at the picnic and support the school by bringing home some beautiful
handmade treasures!
Questions? Call Rachel at 0400 656 866
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Greetings …
Congratulations Audrey C, year 3 – Book Reviewer!
Audrey submitted a book review into the Crinkling
newspaper and it was published last Friday. The Crinkling is
a wonderful publication and we are so happy for Audrey,
especially as she is such a passionate reader. The book Audrey
reviewed was illustrated by Nell E’s Dad - Scott Edgar and is
called Giggling Gertie. Audrey’s mum is going to purchase an
extra copy and donate it to the Library. Well done Audrey!
Year 6 Graduation
On Wednesday evening, 13th December, families, staff and
friends gathered together at the Regal Ballroom in High
street, to officially celebrate and acknowledge the 2017 Year
6 Graduates. Every year 6 student was acknowledged and
spoken about by their home group teacher/s as they received
their Graduation Certificate.
I would like to thank the 2017 Year 6 Committee and helpers
(parents: Rochelle Pennefather, Brigid Mahar, Jennifer Sells,
Maria Malvestuto, Elizabeth Nastevski, Julia Todaro and Chris
Mitchell) and also Emma Fulgenzi, year 5/6 teacher, for the
time and effort that was put into sourcing such a great venue
and organising the evening. It went so smoothly and was
such an enjoyable evening for us all as we looked back on the
achievements of the 2017 Graduate group throughout their
primary schooling, (where did that go?) and shared stories of
their time at Northcote Primary School. What a wonderful
send off and one for the memory box!
Busy times
Over the last few weeks, life at Northcote Primary School has
been extremely busy. We have been finalising class structures,
student placements and staffing arrangements which can be
quite a complex process in any school during this time of the
year.
Balancing the needs of the students, staff, increased
enrolment demands, recruitment processes, managing
a changing staffing profile, budgetary considerations,
finalising our appointments and managing staff that might be
potentially returning or leaving Northcote Primary School,
may cause some feelings of uncertainty. I’m sure all families
appreciate and support this process as a school’s operational
obligation and cannot be discussed within the community
during the process time. We are nearly there and we hope to
be able to introduce all children to their mystery teachers by
next Tuesday’s transition visit to their new classes for 2018.
Class Placements
When we are compiling class lists, many factors are taken into
account including academic abilities, individual needs,
gender, learning partners, student relationships and previous
class placements/teachers. We also look at what is in the best
educational interests of students as a whole. It’s about getting
the balance right – and making the classes fair for all.
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Our teachers have spent considerable time on these allocations and parental input has also been valued in
this process. On Tuesday 12th December all students met their 2018 home group peers and some of the
teachers, given the mystery teachers are still in process of being appointed. Please support your child to
embrace change and demonstrate their utmost resilience, even if they feel disappointment. These are just
little hurdles we all face in our daily lives and what makes us stronger as individuals.
Student Semester 2 December Reports
All school reports will go home in an envelope with an explanatory letter, via your children, this Friday 15 th
December. Next year, we are aiming to have the reports available electronically on COMPASS, which will
mean much easier access for you and the ability to store electronically.
2017 Final Assemblies
There will be one more Monday morning assembly on 18 th December to formally acknowledge the year 6
awards for the year. There will be no regular Pupil of the Week awards at this assembly.
Last Day Assembly – 22nd December
Our final assembly on Friday afternoon, 22nd December, commencing at 1.10 p.m. – 1.30 p.m. where we
farewell our families who will be leaving us; staff; and of course, our Year 6 graduates. Hope to see you there.
Annual End of Year School Picnic – Monday, 18th December
Looks like the weather gods are smiling at us for our Monday after 5.30 p.m., school picnic. At this stage the
Bureau of Meteorology have predicted a manageable 33 degrees for Monday.
End of 2017 school year
Last Day of Term – Friday 22nd December.
We will run a modified timetable on the last Friday of term as we dismiss the children at 1.30 p.m. after final
assembly.
9.00 – 11:00 a.m.
11.00 – 11.30 a.m.
11.30 – 1.10 p.m.
1.10 – 1.30 p.m.
1.45 p.m.
2.00 p.m.

Children are in class, healthy snack/food before recess
Recess Break
Children in class
Whole School final assembly – farewell to our 2017 year 6 graduates
(children will be having lunch at home)

I will be rounding you all up, last ‘hometime’ call for 2017
Gates locked – time to head home, school’s over for the summer holidays.

Remember, school finishes at 1.30 p.m. on the last day
Please confirm arrangements with your child about going home at the end of the day at 1.30 p.m. as it is very
distressing for any child to be left at school on the very last day, when every other child and their parents,
sisters, brothers, friends are happily heading off on holidays, and school suddenly seems like a big empty
place!
Bikes, scooters and skaters before the end of the year – Please check the bike shed
A reminder to all parents and children, please do not leave bikes, scooters or skateboards in the shed
overnight and especially collect them before weekends. Please check before the last day and make sure that
your child has their bike/scooter or skateboard for their holidays as we cannot guarantee the security of these
valuable and treasured items over this period.

Kerrie Williams,
Principal

Lost Property
Only 1 week left to collect any lost clothing! All items will be donated to charity on the last day of school. Lost
property will be on display on the fences near the hall building before and after school Thursday and Friday
this week, during the picnic on Monday, and throughout the last week of school.
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Premiers Reading Challenge Certificates
Well done to the students who completed the Reading Challenge.
Some certificates were handed out on Monday this week to classrooms. There are more to be
handed out next week and more names to be acknowledged in next Mondays’ Assembly.
Apologies for any misunderstanding: certificates had been sent in two parcels.
Thank You!

We need families to volunteer to water the gardens over the school
holidays – if you can help, please email me with your details and week of
availability,
Many thanks in advance! Karen (mum to Sammy 5/6S + Maddie 1/2S)
Surridge
(k.mcwilliam@elenbergfraser.com) or M 0418 594 894.

Thinking of having a clear out before Christmas?
Then we want your quality secondhand items!
We are starting our Fete Second-hand collections a bit
earlier this time round.
 Toys
 Bric-a-brac
 Books, CD’s, DVD’s
 Clothes
 No electrical items please
Please call or email to let me know if you would like to drop off goods on Thursdays 3.15
p.m. or Fridays 3.15 p.m. until the end of the school year.
Deliveries to Fete Shed - near Henry St Gate.
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Thanks Donna Cassidy - dcassidy3070@gmail.com
0458 320 214
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Advertisements
The Dept. of Education (DE&T) does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser
or notice contained in this newsletter. No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education
(DE&T) or this school for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made
by them.

Merry Christmas and happy new year from Todd's Tennis Coaching at St
Joseph’s parish tennis courts (corner Helen St and Westbourne Gve) to all
families at Northcote Primary School. We will have a summer break then
recommence tennis lessons on Wednesday 31st of January 2018 and spots
are available for our existing and new students in Beginner, Intermediate,
and Advanced lessons on Monday, Tuesday or Friday afternoons. We have
students from 4 to 16 years of age so there is an appropriate group for
everyone. Please contact Matthew Todd on 0414 628 633 if you have any
enquiries about any of the groups.
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