NEWSLETTER
No. 10 – 20 April, 2017

If you have information or ads for the newsletter, need to contact the school or want an email forwarded

on to a teacher, please email it to northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Important School Diary Dates - 2017
Apr

May

24
25
26-28
26

Mon
Tue
Wed-Fri
Wed

28

Fri

Pupil Free Day – No School
Anzac Day Public Holiday
Gr 5/6 Camp
School Banking
Community Sub-Committee Meeting (see below)
Tri-Skills begins for Grades Prep to Four

1-4
10-12
15
16
16&17
18
23
28

Mon-Thurs
Tue-Thur
Mon
Tues
Tues&Wed
Thurs
Tues
Sun

Q&A Parent Sessions (see Kerrie’s column)
NAPLAN
School Photo Day
Prep Excursion to Melbourne Museum - History
Gr 5/6 Darebin Indigenous Walk Excursion
Gr 1/2 Excursion to Melbourne Museum – Bugs, Bugs, Bugs!
District Cross Country
Prep Disco (more information to follow)

Welcome back everyone!
So lovely to see you all back at school, ready to start Term 2 and I trust that you all had a relaxing break over the
term holiday and Easter period.
Welcome to our new students
We would like to warmly welcome two new families to the school: Chloe L in year 4 in Jennifer’s class and her
younger sister Miley L in Year 1 in Natasha’s class; and also Lucinda W in year 6 in Nicole’s class. Welcome to the
Northcote Primary School Community.
‘Question & Answer’ / Information sessions for Parents / Carers for all year levels in week commencing May 1 st.
Teaching Teams from each year/home group levels will present an overview about curriculum content and how
it will be presented in your child’s learning area. After feedback from parents re last year’s Q&A sessions, this
year there will be less teacher presentation time and more time for parent questions.
In order for parents/carers to attend all siblings information afternoons, we will run the sessions throughout the
week.
Monday May 1st
Tuesday May 2nd
Wednesday May 3rd
Thursday May 4th

–
–
–
–

Year 1/ 2’s
Preps
Year 3/4’s
Year 5/6’s
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Sessions will be held in each of the learning areas and will be for an adult audience, so parents will need to
organise childcare for their children.
The sessions will be held from 5.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m. sharp.
Email information has gone out to parents via each teaching team and will ask you if you are able to attend and
let us know of any questions that you may have already so that we can customise the information to your
collective needs where possible. Please note, the Q&A forums are not suitable for children to attend.
I look forward to seeing you at one of the sessions.

Our School open day – Monday May 22nd (no assembly)
We will be holding our whole school open morning on Monday May 22nd this year, so there will be NO
ASSEMBLY that week. Instead, we are inviting our current parents/carers to come along and see the school
programs running and student’s quality work on display.
Soon, you will receive information via class newsletters, inviting you to come along on open day to observe and
acknowledge your child’s great work. It does mean a lot to your child, to have you come and see them ‘in
action’ learning at school. Teachers will also include information in the class newsletter, about the morning’s
timetable so you can see which times are available to come along to see a particular activity or learning
experience. Please keep in mind that this is not parent teacher interview time, but an opportunity to see your
child in their class during the day. We hope you can join us!
After School Supervision
Just a reminder to parents that the school yard is supervised by a teacher on assigned yard duty from 3.30 – to
3.45 p.m. every night after school. The after school yard duty role for the teacher is to supervise the yard whilst
the children are leaving the school to go home; to lock all gates except main Helen street gate, toilets and bike
shed, bring in the crossing flags and locate any children who are still in the yard by 3.45 p.m. and have not been
collected by family.
Children are encouraged to leave the school grounds after school, immediately, and make their way home.
That way, we are able to ascertain which children need to be sent to the office so we can call parents and find
out what is happening for them.
Unwell Children
If you child is unwell, please keep them at home. There is nothing worse for a child than being at school, unable
to concentrate and just needing to keep warm and sleep. It will save us having to call you to come and get
them an hour or so after you have dropped them at school. It will also help us prevent the spread of viruses to
other children and staff. Thank you for your support with this.
School Council News – Co-opted member, Congratulations Ian Nunn
As a result of the last SC meeting, School Council is pleased to confirm that Ian Nunn (father of Jorja, year 4 and
Camryn in year 1) will return to School Council as a co-opted member. School Council has a new Treasurer this
year and given Ian held this role for a number of years, has agreed to come back on to School Council to
support the transition process for our new Treasurer, Julie Borninkhof (mother of Olive – Prep). Thank you Ian,
we are grateful for your ongoing support.
From Out Of Space!
If you have been up to the school this week, you may have noticed the new piece of playground equipment
installed at the southern end, near the big playground equipment area. It looks as though it has landed from
out of space and the children are very excited about its arrival. We are waiting for the installation of the
rubberized matting that will go underneath so that children will have a safe landing!
School Council approved the purchase from parent raised funds and Ross, Assistant Principal, has been busy
liaising with the manufacturers for its arrival. We hope to have it operating by the end of next week and then
we will have a roster system so that all children get to have a fair go on the equipment.

2|Page

Group Tours for Prospective Enrolments 2018
We are commencing our group tours for prospective enrolments this term on Tuesday mornings. We have had
many enquiries and tours are booking up fast. If you know of any parents who are considering schools for their
children for 2018, please let them know about our great school, and to ring our office to book in for a tour.
Siblings commencing Prep in 2018 – enrol now
If you are a current family with children in the school and they have a sibling due to commence in 2018, I
strongly advise you to fill in an enrolment form and lodge it at the office. Once tours commence, enrolments
will fill up fast and we’d like to ensure a place for siblings of current families as soon as possible.
I’m heading off to the year 5/6 Camp next week at Lord Somers Camp. We are all watching the radar forecasts
and hope for an extension to this unseasonal, beautiful warm weather at Toolangi today, so look forward to our
3 days in the beautiful Toolangi forest.

Community Sub-Committee Meeting

Wednesday, 26th April
7:15 p.m. at Kitty Somerset
565 High St, Thornbury
Please join us to discuss fundraisers and community events!
Community.nps@gmail.com

Italian Update
Bentornati a scuola! (Welcome back to school!) I hope everyone had ‘una buona vacanza’. As promised, here
we have lots of information regarding what is happening this term for Italian. Please read the following
information:
Italian Student Committee: This year will see our well anticipated Italian Day at NPS! Students in Year 5 and 6
have been briefed about the day and about an opportunity to apply for The Italian Student Committee. This is a
leadership position at the school where the students will be required to write a ‘creative’ letter addressed to me
outlining why they should be chosen to be part of this committee. The ‘creative’ letter can be a letter on paper, a
poster, a 3D model or a mini movie to be watched. Students chosen will assist with the planning process of the
Italian Day and will contribute to the running of the day as well. They will also receive a badge at a special
Assembly. At present there are many interested students and the application process has commenced. Grazie to
those students who have already submitted their application! Applications close on Tuesday 16th May. Please
read the school newsletter for further updates.
Italian Day Date ... is still being finalised once confirmation from community organisations are made available.
Stay tuned!
Italian Day Help - any assistance will be greatly appreciated. On Italian Day, we always have a special pizza and
gelato lunch. Help is required for the special lunch and gelato organisation. It is best to work with a team of
parents and the role would be to organise parents to distribute the pizza and the gelato on our day. It would
also involve organising how many pizza slices we would need to order. I will order the pizza and the gelato. It is
always a lot of fun on the day and the smiles on the students’ faces says it all!
If there is no assistance for this area, there will be no special lunch for the students on the day. If there are any
parents who can assist please fill out a slip which will be available in two weeks in the newsletter. Grazie to the
parents who have already expressed interest. I look forward to working with you all.
Can you help? Pasta or Gelato making classes on Italian Day - any assistance will be greatly appreciated:
Through student surveys, an expression of interest has emerged for cooking activities. If you would like to
participate and assist in making and cooking pasta or even ‘gelato’ with the year 3/4 or 5/6 students or even in
the junior school, please see me or contact the school as soon as possible. We endeavour to schedule these
activities on our Italian Day which will be on a Tuesday in either early term 3 or midterm 4.
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State-Wide Italian Competitions
Sì, Sì, Sì! The annual competitions are here! Our students have been waiting with anticipation on the
announcement of this year’s Dante topics. Last year, our school received two state-wide winners -Year 1- Holly L
2nd Placing and Year 5 - Kate 1st Placing.

Due to popular demand from our students, the following information about the
competition has been placed into the newsletter for students to think about the
competition and the topic over the next couple of weeks if they choose to. If students
choose to work on an idea, they are asked to draft work. DO NOT COMPLETE any posters
as we will be working on this topic in class mid-term 2.
The Dante Alighieri Society Melbourne have announced their topic and is as follows:
Poster Competition 2017
Task Sheet
All student entries must adhere to the following guidelines, as well as those stipulated for each year level:
* No larger than A3
* Include a painting, drawing or collage
* Be clearly labelled with the student’s name, year level and school
* Individual student entries will be accepted from students in Foundation to Grade 6
Foundation, Grade 1 and Grade 2
La più bella mongolfiera è… (The most beautiful Hot-Air Balloon is..)
Students are to create a poster about a hot-air balloon. They may focus on the size, shape and colour of the
vessel. The heading on the poster must have the words “La più bella mongolfiera è…” or “La più bella
mongolfiera va…”. The poster must contain five (5) adjectives or adverbs describing the hot-air balloon – these
do not need to be in sentence form. Students may even choose to name their hot-air balloon! *Example:
“La mongolfiera più bella è… rossa; lenta; burrascosa; gonfia; grandissima”
Grade 3 and Grade 4 students
Cosa vedo dalla mia mongolfiera? (What can I see from my Hot-Air Balloon?)
Students are to create a poster about what they may see from a hot-air balloon. The heading on the poster must
have the question “Cosa vedo dalla mia mongolfiera?” or “Dalla mia mongolfiera vedo…” The poster must
contain five (5) brief sentences describing what can be seen from the student’s hot-air balloon. *Example:
“Cosa vedo dalla mia mongolfiera? Io vedo una vista bellissima. Io vedo i tetti rossi di Siena. Ci sono delle persone
piccole come le formiche. Io osservo il mercato nella piazza. Guarda, c’è un pappagallo che ci accompagna!”
Grade 5 and Grade 6 students
Dove mi porta la mia mongolfiera? (Where will my Hot-Air Balloon take me?)
Students are to create a poster about where they are going in a hot-air balloon. The heading on the poster must
have the question “Dove mi porta la mia mongolfiera?” or “La mia monglofiera mi porta…”. The poster must
contain five (5) detailed sentences describing where the student’s hot-air balloon is travelling to. *Example:
“Dove mi porta la mia mongolfiera? Sono diretto per Alberobello ad apprezzare un panorama punteggiato di
Trulli – storici, bianchi e carini. Io piloto la mia mongolfiera verso Marostica per vedere La Scacchiera in Piazza
Castello. Io sono in viaggio per Portofino a contare le numerose barche a vela; canoe e navi da crociera. Sto
andando a Roma per vedere come passano il tempo le famiglie in Villa Borghese. Vado in Piemonte per seguire
l'espresso da Domodossola a Locarno e a fare delle fotografie in mezzo alle Alpi.”
*These are examples only and are not indicative of the breadth of possible student responses.
PLEASE NOTE: The selected judges are not affiliated with any Primary School. The Judges’ decision will be final
and no communication with respect to results will be entered into.
From everyone at the ‘DAS’ Melbourne: “BUON LAVORO!”
There is a $5 entry fee for those students who decide to enter this competition.
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Competition closes Tuesday 20th June and any winners will be required to attend a Presentation afternoon in
October at the University of Melbourne - date to be confirmed.
If you wish your child to enter this competition, please enclose $5 together with the slip below in an envelope
and send this to the office before Tuesday 20th June, 2017 - NO LATER
If you have any queries regarding the Italian Program, particularly in Year 3 to 6, please feel free to contact me at
the school or drop in directly after school for a chat or to make an appointment. I encourage you to read the
school newsletter and discuss what you have read with your child/ren to stimulate conversation about what is
being taught at school.
Until next time, grazie mille (many thanks) for your continuing support.
Signorina Rosa - Italian Teacher Years 3-6 and Co-ordinator (Mon/Tue)

P-2 Italian Update
There are many talented students in Italiano in these grades and it would be "fantastico" to have the Prep enter
for the first time at Northcote PS.
Parents, I need your support in this and your encouragement at home does wonders. You and I are a team to
further the rewarding school community experience for your children.
As per Signorina Rosa you are always welcome to contact me with any questions. I am available MondayTuesday and if you do not see me in the schoolyard, please make an appointment through the school email
system.
Saluti e sempre avanti,
Signora Elena (Italiano, Prep, Gr.1-2)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

THE DANTE ALIGHIERI SOCIETY JUNIOR POSTER COMPETITION 2017
Final day to enter is Tuesday, 20th June 2017 - earlier would be preferred!

All completed posters received by this date will be sent on this day. Entry Fee = $5
Yes, I wish my child to enter The Dante Alighieri Poster Competition.
Student’s name: ______________________________________________________________
Grade: _________

Please find enclosed: $5.00

Thank you.
I give permission for _____________________________________(child’s name) to have his/her photo,
full name, grade and school name to be published in The Italian Newspaper ‘Il Globo’.
Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________________________________
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Cartooning Incursion

For the past 2 days, the students at NPS have been lucky enough to have wellknown, author, illustrator and cartoonist Richard Galbraith at school to take
them on a journey through the basics of cartoon drawing. From Prep to Year 6,
all students were thoroughly engaged in learning the tricks of the trade and
came up with some terrific illustrations of their own. Hopefully they have
brought them home to show you.
Thanks to Richard for a fun and entertaining introduction to media arts!!!

As all students will be creating their own comic books in art this term, we
would love it if you have any comics at home that you could lend us so that we
have many examples of styles and layout, to send them along to school. Please
put name and grade on them so that they get returned at the end of the school
term.

Regards, Lisa.
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Community News
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Advertisements
The Dept. of Education (DE&T) does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser
or notice contained in this newsletter. No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education
(DE&T) or this school for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made
by them.
Kumon Northcote Education Centre – Two week free trial – brochures available outside the school office
or call Yuko Kondo on 0422 687 711.
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