NEWSLETTER
No. 20 – 21 July 2016
If you have information or ads for the newsletter, need to
contact the school or want an email forwarded on to a
teacher, please email it to northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Important School Diary Dates
Jul

Fri
Mon
Tues
Sat

22
25
26
30

Grades 5/6 Swimming Program begins
Education Sub-Committee Meeting - Staffroom – 7.00 p.m.
Community Sub-Committee Meeting – Staffroom – 7.00 p.m.
NPS Disco

Aug

Thurs
Wed
Tues
Thurs
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Mon
Fri
Wed

4
10
9
11
18
19
20
22
26
31

Curriculum Day – No Students required at school
School Council – Staffroom – 7.00 p.m.
District Basketball Round Robin
Grades 5/6 Incursion – Wheeltalk
MFB Fire Education Incursion - Preps
District Athletics Carnival – Selected Children from Yrs 3-6
2016 Annual NPS Trivia Night
Book Week begins
MFB Fire Education – Preps
Curriculum Day – No Students required at school

Sat
Fri

5
10
16

Grades 3/4 Swimming begins
State School Spectacular Performance
Last Day of Term 3 – 2.30 p.m. finish

Sep

Oct

Mon
3
Wed-Fri 5-7
Mon
17

First Day of Term 4 – 9.00 a.m. start
Grades 1/2 Camp
Curriculum Day – No Students required at school

Please be aware of the parking restrictions around Northcote Primary School.
The parking restrictions are intended to ensure the safety of children coming
and going from the school.
Parking inspectors regularly patrol the streets around the school and, if your
vehicle is parked illegally, it is possible for it to be booked by camera / imaging,
without your immediate knowledge.
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Our warmest congratulations to Victoria, our fantastic school crossing guard
(Herbert Street) on winning the Region 2 Crossing Guard Award for 2016!
Victoria does an amazing job keeping our children (and parents!) safe whilst
getting to and from school. Well done!
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Interschool Sport – Girls and Mixed Netball Teams
Congratulations to the Interschool’s Girls and Mixed Netball teams who finished first in the district
interschool sports competition held throughout term 2! Well done all students who played in the teams and
special thanks to the teams coach Tracy, for her expertise and training efforts with both teams.
The Girls team will play Reservoir Primary school today to determine who will proceed in the Division
competition. The mixed team’s opponent is yet to be determined; the game is to take place before Aug 2nd
so watch this space for further information.

School Events Coming Up
Are you coming to the Trivia Night?
Hope so! We are looking forward to the fun night, and the opportunity to raise money for our school.

Welcome Our New Students and Families
We would like to warmly welcome Xaver Thiel and his family to our school community. Xaver started this
week in 3/4H.

Great Things in the Prep Area
The Bucket Social Skills Program as part of Bounce Back
After reading all the bucket books early in the year, children then chose a mini bucket and began to put
drops in each other’s buckets just like in the story.
Students in the prep area are positively reinforced by adding drips to their buckets. Drips are given for effort
when working, as well as appropriate social behaviour. Using manners, being kind, helping each other,
being a good friend, trying hard and persisting are just some of the things children we are seeing as a result
of the program.
Recently a prep student was told by her concerned and grieving parents that their beloved dog had died
whilst in the care of their grandmother. The very resilient prep child, was not as upset as expected. The
child immediately offered to make a gift for the grandparent as she said, “I want to fill her bucket because it
must be empty after the dog died.”

‘Amazing Amy’ Incursion
This incursion was last Friday. We have been learning the songs so that we could sing along during the
performance. The actors commented that the children were the best prep audience they’d ever had. This
incursion was all about helping each other and looking after ourselves. This is an indicator of the
improvement in listening and in listening with empathy and understanding.

Reading Groups
We have purchased many new books with our Prep budget and recently another $2000.00 worth of books
from the locally raised funds. These books are a new series and are highly engaging. The children love them
and can’t wait to read them. Students are grouped according to their needs amongst the three teachers
and have made amazing progress with nearly all students reaching mid- year benchmarks.

Numeracy

Pre and post testing has begun in earnest this term. Differentiated groups working with three teachers are
all making solid progress as indicated by mid-year results.

Writing Groups
Three differentiated groups are working at appropriate levels. One group working on Level 1 curriculum
took home narratives last week which were organised into three chapters. The other two groups are
working on narratives using single sentences.
Linda and the prep team.
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Kiss & Go
At present we are communicating with Darebin Council’s Traffic
Management Department discussing ways to improve student safety and
traffic flow in Henry Street, Hawthorn Road and Helen Street, particularly at
pick up and drop off times. One suggestion is to have Kiss and Go zones
where we currently have’ No Parking’ restrictions.
Kiss and Go zones permits drivers to park in a No Parking Zone for up to 2
minutes. Drivers are allowed to stay inside or within three meters of their car
for the quick pick up and drop off of students. Disabled Permit holders can
park for up to five minutes.
Please email the school if you would like to give feedback regarding this proposal

Ross Bennie
Assistant Principal

All schools in Australia, including Independent and Catholic schools, will participate in the Nationally
Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability this year.
The Data Collection is an annual count of the number of students with disability receiving educational
adjustments to support their participation in education on the same basis as students without disability.
All education agencies are now required under the Australian Education Regulation 2013 to provide
information on a student’s level of education, disability and level of adjustment to the Australian
Government Department of Education and Training.* Data will continue to be de-identified prior to its
transfer to the Australian Government Department of Education and Training. No student’s identity will be
provided to the Australian Government Department of Education and Training.
The collection of this information from states and territories will inform future policy and program planning
in relation to students with disability.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Ross Bennie 9481 0009,
bennie.ross.a@edumail.vic.gov.au, or the Victorian Department of Education and Training Data Collection
Hotline on (03) 9651 3621. For questions after 5th August 2016, please call the Australian Government
Department of Education and Training on 1300 566 046.
* For more information on Schedule 3—Amendments for the collection of data on students who are persons with a disability
Australian Education Regulation 2013 see: http://www.comlaw.gov.au/Details/F2014L01723/Html/Text#_Toc404934419

Ross Bennie
Assistant Principal
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Premier’s Reading Challenge
THANK YOU to all parents and families who have already emailed me their details. I will
be organising the passwords THIS WEEK and sending them home.
Our school is excited to be part of the 2016 Victorian Premier’s Reading Challenge. It is
not too late to join in…
Please email Griffiths.Stephanie.C@edumail.vic.gov.au
Subject : READ
Include: your child’s name, grade level and teacher
Thank you! Stephanie will then register your child.
Once you have registered, you just continue reading and make sure you record the books you have read.
The challenge finishes in September 2016.
You need to read the amount of books for your year level:
If you are in:

You must read:

Number from the Challenge Book list:

Prep

30 books

20 or more

Year 1

30 books

20 or more

Year 2

30 books

20 or more

Year 3

15 books

10 or more

Year 4

15 books

10 or more

Year 5

15 books

10 or more

Year 6

15 books

10 or more

The Challenge Book list includes many titles you will already have at home, or in our school library. There is
a huge range of wonderful books to choose from.
THANK YOU,
Stephanie
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Don’t forget to nominate a song or two to be played at the
school disco. Fill in a slip and place it in the box at the office.

---------------------------------------Name:
Grade:
Song:
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Advertisements
The Dept. of Education (DEECD) does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser or
notice contained in this newsletter. No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education (DEECD) or this
school for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them.
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