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Please note tomorrow, Friday 18th September 2009 (last day of 
Term) lunch eating time will be at 12.30 – 12.40 then 12.40 – 1.30 

lunch time and 1.30 – 2.30 children will be in classrooms 
 

2.30pm CHILDREN DISMISSED 
 
 

GREETINGS FROM KERRIE 
Student Achievement  

Well done our Grade 1 & 2 Campers! 

Last week, around 75 year 1 & 2 students experienced an overnight stay at Camp Cooinda in the 

beautiful hills around Gembrook.  For our year 2 students, it was their second year of camp and for 

our brave year 1’s, their very first experience of school camps.  In such beautiful surrounds the 

children enthusiastically participated in yabbying; building bush huts; flying fox; mini hikes in the 

bush; animal familiarisation; and many other activities.  Several parents also attended the camp 

to assist the teachers make it a safe and positive experience for the children.  Thank you to:  

Michael Bellemo; Kylea Clarke; Sally Swann; Liss Gabb; Anthony Balint; Anastasia Ntouni; Patrick 

O’Neill; David Tingay; and Ben Cass.  I would also like to thank the teachers who attended:  Niki 

Skoullos; Dora Polidoras; Lisa Engelander; Polly (trainee teacher) and special thanks to Nicky 

McKinnon, this year’s Camp co-ordinator.  A very successful camp made possible by the tireless 

efforts of all the parents and the teachers.  The children had a great time and returned home, 

dirty, tired and safe but full of adventures and had grown just that little bit more.  I thought you 

might like to read this email from one of our 1/2 parents: 

 

“I just wanted to say what a fantastic send off I thought there was this morning for the campers. It 

is so indicative of the fabulous school community that so many parents, teachers and the other 

junior school classes were there to wave goodbye.  That sort of thing is just another reason why we 

are so happy to be part of the NPS community.” 

Kate (Bridget and Harry  Leibold's  mum)  

 

IMPORTANT SCHOOL DIARY DATES 
 

Friday 18th September - Last Day of Term 3 – 2.30 p.m. Finish 

Sunday 4th October - Daylight saving starts - wind clocks forward 1 hour 

Monday 5th October - Term 4 commences at 9.00 a.m. 

Friday 10th October - Junior Swimming commences for 8 weeks each Friday -12.45 

 



Farewell to é 

 

Students 

We would like to wish the following students all the best as they are moving out of Northcote at 

the end of this term and will be attending new schools: 

 

Leah from LA1; Jai from LA11 and Emilio from LA14 

 

Teaching and Learning Support ð Cindy 

Cindy has been working across several classes supporting the teaching and learning programs in 

term 3.  Cindy is unable to continue as an assistant due to other commitments and I would like to 

thank her for the support she has given many of our students over this time.  We wish Cindy the all 

the best with for her future. 

 

Get Well Soon Lynne 

Lynne Barrett, teacher in LA2, has had a brief stay in hospital and is at home recovering.  We 

would like to wish her a speedy recovery and hope that she feels better soon. 

 

Another get well goes to Hannah Z (LA12).  We hope she starts feeling better for the holidays. 

 

Reminder to parents ð before school supervision 

Children should not be left in the school yard unsupervised (alone) by a parent prior to 8.45am.  

The yard duty teacher is in the yard to supervise children from 8.45am to 9.00am.  If parents 

require child care and supervision prior to this time, the Out of Schools Hours program is available.  

Teachers have reported to me that they are worried there seems to be an increase in children in 

the yard unsupervised.  Perhaps it is the warmer spring weather, but nevertheless, it is not safe for 

children to be in the yard alone at these times.    

 

2009 NAPLAN individual student reports 

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) reports will be sent home 

today in an envelope with each year 3 & 5 child who sat the tests.  The report shows the results of 

each child’s performance and will tell parents how their child is performing compared to:  other 

Australian children; the national average score on the NAPLAN tests; and the range of 

achievement for the middle 60% of students in Australia.  Included in the envelope will be an 

information brochure prepared by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority and a letter 

from the school.   

 

Over the holidays .. 

As part of the National Pride grant from the Federal Government, work will commence on the 

external repair and painting of the double storey building and some other areas of the school.  If 

you are going past and see cherry pickers, scaffolding and work people, then you know what is 

happening.  We hope to come back to see the improvements in the outside of the school.  This 

work will continue for about the first 6 weeks of term 4, but the major repairs will be carried out 

whilst our community is on holidays for safety sake.   

 

A great Term 3 and a safe holiday 

I would like to thank all the students and staff for their wonderful work throughout this term and to 

our parents for the fantastic support you continue to provide.  Wishing you all a very safe, relaxing 

and happy holiday and see you all in Term 4! 

 

Warm Regards, 

Kerrie 
 

 

 



INDINGENOUS EDUCATION WORKING GROUP  
Last month a group of school councillors met to discuss how we as a community 

could better engage with Koorie families and students, and what we can do to 

make our school a more culturally inclusive place to be.  Earlier in August, Ken 

Peak, from the Northern Metropolitan Region, Department of Education, 

presented to council, and to staff, the Wannik Strategy –a Koorie education strategy focused on 

improving student learning, engagement with the community, and respect, recognition and 

celebration of cultural identity. 

As a school, we have recognised some of the special days and events of significance on the 

indigenous calendar, such as, NAIDOC week, Reconciliation week, and the Apology.  We are 

aiming to develop a calendar of events that will enhance our ability to understand and 

acknowledge the value of indigenous cultures and reconciliation between Indigenous and non-

Indigenous Australians.   

The working group is also looking at ways of extending knowledge and understanding, and we 

identified that firstly we really need to meet the Koorie families in our school and talk about their 

thoughts around learning and respect for culture. 

On Friday 4th September, Kerrie and I met with parents and students where we discussed how 

parents of Koorie students could become involved at school, and also what the school could do 

differently.    From that meeting came the enthusiastic agreement to meet again in term 4, and to 

investigate opportunities for Koorie students to work together on a project or activity. 

The working group will meet again in term 4 – if you would like to add your voice to the discussion 

you can contact one of these councillors …. 

 

Koorie Parents & students! 

If you missed out on the first get together, please come to our next!! 

See Kerrie or Karen at school, or contact us on 9481 0009, or email 

northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  We would love to see you and hear your ideas. 

Karen Rush, Assistant Principal 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

REMINDER:  The EMA cheques have arrived at the office. 

SCHOOL PHOTOS: Will arrive at school early in Term 4. 
 

LOST PROPERTY 
There are 2 large tables of Lost Property in the Hall. We are running out of space and will donate 

to charity all unclaimed items at the end of term. 

The 2 tables will be in the Hall passageway during Monday assembly and in the Hall opposite LA10 

for the week. 

PLEASE LABEL all jumpers, jackets and lunch boxes. It’s much easier to return labelled items. 

Remember to put a strip of masking tape on lunchboxes and drink bottles and write names in 

waterproof Texta.  Thankyou. 

 

LOST BIKE 
A Malvern Star bike (Master Blaster) – prep size-red and blue boys bike.  Left in bike shed Friday 4/9 

and not there on Monday.  If you have any information on whereabout please contact Steve 

Hyde 9482 2498. 

 

MAGPIE SWOOPING SEASON AGAIN 
Magpies have been spotted swooping near the railway station.  Please beware!! 

mailto:northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


ITALIAN UPDATE TERM3 
Ciao A Tutti! J (Hello Everyone)- It’s a long update!! 

Wow! What a busy term we have had for Italian. All levels have worked very hard on a variety of 

topics. The Preps have continued to work on our Pinocchio unit and have learnt to count to ten! 

We have looked at colours too! Hope you are practising your colours at home with your ‘Colori’ 

booklet! 

The 1 and 2’s have worked on the theme called ‘Sogni D’Oro’-Sweet Dreams and we have 

expanded our number learning up to 100!! Si, si! 100!! We have played ‘Super Tombola’ and even 

had a go at ‘The Sheep Dance’- lots of fun! J 

The 3 to 6’s have also revised numbers and been mainly learning about The Ancient City of 

Pompeii. It is wonderful to hear that many of our students have already been to the ‘A Day in 

Pompeii’ exhibition at The Melbourne Museum. 

Ottimo everyone! Grazie for all of your hard work! It has been another successful term for Italiano! 

 

Dante Alighieri Society Competition News:  

During this term each grade also worked on a poster theme for the annual poster competition 

from The Dante Alighieri Society. This year we had 36 students from various grades represent our 

school. The themes were a little difficult than in previous years and I am extremely proud with our 

students efforts. Each year we have an increased number of students entering this state-wide 

competition. Congratulations to the following students for receiving a Certificate Di Merito. 

 

Prep: Emilio, Indigo and Hannah. 

One: Isabella, Lucia, Hamish, Ben, Logan and Alyssa. 

Two: Stella, Hamish L, Tanaya, Xavier, Marco, Bang Yan, Flynn, Alorah, Coco, Beatrice and Tim. 

Three: Kate, Esther, Jordan O, Rowan, Electra and April. 

Four: Tessa, Max B, Shannay, and Max T. 

Six: Nell, Mathilde, Olivia, Greta, Maddy and Ruby-Jane. 

 

Students will receive their certificate on our Italian Day late in November. 

 

Italian Student Committee:  

I am very lucky this year to have 12 very enthusiastic students who are coming up with a variety of 

ideas for our Italian Activity Day in late November. We have had several meetings already this 

year and we can’t wait to tell you more about this special day next term- so stay tuned!J 

 

ITALIAN DAY 2009 is fast approaching and we will be seeking eager parent helpers for this day! 

Our Italian Day in 2007 was successful because we had enormous help from our parent 

community. This year we will require assistance for lunch organisation and distribution and 

assistance with some of the activities such as pasta making. Have a think about this during the 

holidays, and if you would like to help us out and be part of the fun, let me know after reading the 

school newsletter in week 1. It is a fun filled day for all!J 

The Italian Day will also incur a fee to help us pay for a variety of outside organisations who will be 

taking part with activities and to also help pay the costs of materials used during the day. Please 

read the newsletter in weeks 1 and 2 of next term. 

 

Italian Day 2009: The date at the moment is Tuesday 17th November, pending the response from 

outside organisations. Please stay tuned to the school newsletter next term for further information. 

 

Grazie again for everyone’s support and friendship over the term. Northcote Primary School is a 

great school to be part of!J 

 

Until next term, Buone Vacanze (Happy Holidays), take care and keep smiling, 

 

Saluti (cheers), 

Rosa Paladino. 

Italian Teacher/Co-ordinator. 



 

 

 

Congratulations to the following children who participated in this year’s Challenge. 

L.A.9 – Charlotte 

L.A.10 – Ethan, Mattia, Miles, Luca 

L.A.14 –Niamh, Emilio, Ben, Ava, Nabilah, Romeo 

L.A.11-Katie, Hamish, Charlie, Menzies, Hannah 

L.A.12-Marco, Josh, Cael, Amelie, Evie, Isabel, Kitt, Alyssa, Henry 

L.A.1- Raphael, Josephine, Winnie, Macsen  

L.A.2-Zach, Hugo, Beatrice, Antigone 

L.A.3-Esther, Shannay  

 

Favourite books in our school 

Enigma  Graeme Base  

Small Steps  Louis Sachar  

Sister of the South  Emily Rodda  

King Ottokar's Sceptre  Herge  

Go, Dog, Go!  P. D. Eastman 

 

Star rated books in our school 

Title Author Ave. rating 

D.W. All Wet  Marc Brown       

 

Harry Potter and the Half Blood  Prince  J. K. Rowling       

 

Holes  Louis Sachar       

 

Return to Del  Emily Rodda       

 

Sister of the South  Emily Rodda       

 

   

 

LUNCH ORDERS BEGIN FIRST WEEK BACK AT SCHOOL  

EVERY TERM 

 

NORTHCOTE PRIMARY SCHOOL - YOUR LUNCH ORDERS ARE COLLECTED EVERY THURSDAY 

AT: 10AM FROM THE OFFICE  

(Please give them to  your grade teacher - they will be delivered to the office)  

Late Orders  -  For children who have been absent on collection day   

 Please email toni@lunchestogrow.com.au (preferred method as you will receive a confirmation)    

OR - Phone: Toni on Mob 0439 844 020 ð until 10am on delivery day  

(NB: Sorry, no late orders for Sushi and Rice paper rolls as these are pre - ordered)  
 

WE ARE VERY PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE INTRODUCTION OF  

HOT PIZZA  (Bread Plate size) $4:00 e ach  

Please note:  these are an amber item ð òGo For Your Lifeó 
 

4  Flavours   MARGHERITA,  HAWAIIAN,  HAM AND CHEESE  and  VEGETARIAN  

    PIZZA AND JUICE  $5  

TERM 4 SPECIAL   PIZZA AND CHOC/STRAWBERRY BIG M    $5.70  

               PIZZA AND SOY/LACTOSE FRE E  $6  

 

 

Total Number of Books read 1039 

mailto:toni@lunchestogrow.com.au


COMMUNITY NEWS 
Books for Middle Kinglake Primary School Library 
A collection is being made for books to rebuild the collection of Middle Kinglake Primary School after the fires in 
February.  If you have any new, or as new books suitable for a primary school library, or would like to donate cash for 
school to purchase - please get in touch with me.  I will organise for a box to go in the foyer. 
Jane Miller Ph 9489 3591 or jmiller@slv.vic.gov.au 

 
ADVERTISEMENTS 

The Dept. of Education does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser or notice contained 
in this newsletter.  No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education or this school for the accuracy of 
information contained in ad vertisements or claims made by them.  
 
KELLY SPORTS ð Super spring sports ð enrolment forms available outside the school office. 
 
Apply now for a stall at the exciting new community market  

Northside Makers Market , Sat 10th October,  Northcote Uniting Church  
Northside makers is a non profit group focused on encouraging handmade in the North. We are accepting applications for 
stallholders wishing to sell:  Jams, preserves, pickles, fresh produce. 
Handmade toys, clothes, homewares, stationary, furniture, jewellery, cosmetics, skincare and accessories. 
Art and photography. 
Performers, face painters and coffee vendors also welcome to apply.  For more information and to download an application 
form visit www.northsidemakers.com or call Jaylene Falkner (kierahs mum) on 0404 540 850. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ACTiVE KidS DaY -  Presented by the Essendon Football Club and the City of Moonee Valley Council.  The Essendon 
Football Club and the City of Moonee Valley Councilõs Active Kids Day will be a fun morning for kids to get outside and enjoy 
Windy Hillõs community facilities. 
Å Wednesday 23 September from 9 a.m. until 12 noon 
Å Windy Hill ð Napier St, Essendon 
Å Sporting activities for all ages 
Å Free entry, no bookings required 
Make the most of the school holidays and get to Windy Hill for this special day of activities and outdoor fun.  Proudly 
supported by  
Soccer   Cricket   Aussie Rules   Lacrosse   Softball 
Taekwondo  Netball 
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