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REMINDER: The EMA cheques have arrived at the office.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREETINGS FROM KERRIE 
Welcome back everyo ne!  

It has been lovely to catch up with everyone and see that all of our students, staff and parents 

back, safe and sound and eager to get into the final term of 2009!  That is with the exception of 

two of our Year 6 girls who both suffered injuries (broke n arms!) over the holidays.  We wish Aife 

and Mathilde a speedy recovery!  I hope you were all able to have some rest time with your loved 

ones.  

 

Student Achievement  

Zone Athletics Representatives  

On Tuesday, six of our students competed in the Zone Athlet ics at the Meadow Glen Athletics 

track in Epping. Students from 10 schools participated.  Our studentsõ results were as follows:   

 

Nino Lazzaro LA1 - 1st: 800m & 2nd: 1500m;  James Dulfer 5/6L   - 3rd: High Jump;  Zhen  Lin  6R -  6th: 

Long  Jump ;  Josephine  Laufer LA1 -  6th: 1500m;  Jack  Barrett 6R -  6th: 1500m; and  Juliette 

Wood  LA1 - 4th: Long Jump.  

 

What a fantastic result!  This was an excellent effort from all students to get to the next level after 

District Athletics and compete.  Congratulations to  Nino for his outstanding 1 st and 2 nd  efforts.    

Thank you Margaret Barrett for organis ing and supporting the studentsõ participation in the event.  

 

Welcome Tanya  

IMPORTANT SCHOOL DIARY DATES 
 

Friday 10th October  - Junior Swimming commences for 8 weeks each Friday  -12.45 

Monday 12 th October  - Kelly Sports begins  

Wednesday 14 th Oct  - National Ride to School & Work Day  

Friday 16 th Oc tober  - Upper Department Sports Begin  

Tuesday 20 th October  - Whole School Photograph  

Wednesday 21 st Oct  - Policy & Finance ð 4.00 p.m. to 6.00 p.m.  

Saturday 17 th October  - Working Bee (see details below)  

Saturday 24 th October  - Working Bee (  ò        ò          ò     ) 

Monday 14 th Dec.  - Grade 6 Graduation  

THERE WILL BE NO ASSEMBLY ON MONDAY 12TH 

OCTOBER DUE TO SOME STAFF ABSENCES 



We warmly welcome Tanya Van Der Weert who will be teaching the 2/3 class in LA 2 during Ter m 

4.  Tanya is replacing Lynne Barrett who is currently on leave.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Invitation to òAn Evening of the Artsó 

This year we are combining our ôArt Walkõ exhibition of studentõs work with our mini end of year 

concert and picnic tea into the one spe ctacular evening instead of having two separate 

evenings out for families to attend.   

 

How will it work?  

The same very popular format as last year with the Art Walk.  Students, with their parents and 

families, are invited to tour each classroom to view ch ildrenõs chosen (children choose two pieces 

of work from their portfolio and Art teacher, Sharon chooses one).  As you wander through, you 

will have the opportunity to view art works right across the school from all students.   

 

Afterwards, we will close t he classrooms and re -convene parents, families and students to the 

concert area ready for another hour of great entertainment as classes put on an item as part of 

the end of year celebration.   

 

When the concert is over, and the stage has been packed up an d away, we will move to our 

traditional picnic area (the turf area) for a picnic tea and the classrooms will be opened up again 

for a further half an hour to cater for working parents who may not have had the opportunity to 

get to the earlier viewing times .   

 

Program  

Art Walk 1  4.30pm ð 5.30pm  

Concert    5.30pm ð 6.30pm  

Picnic Tea  6.30pm ð 8.00pm   

Art Walk 2  7.00pm ð 7.30pm  

 

When:  Monday, 7 th December with a back up date (in case of bad 

weather) Wednesday  9th December, 2009.  

 

What to bring?  

BYO yummy pic nic food; drinks for the children; rugs & chairs.  

 

Supervision  

To assist with the organisation of the evening, we ask that parents supervise their own children on 

the night as teachers will be occupied with both the Art Walk and the Concert.  Therefore children 

will not be allowed to attend the evening without parents in attendance too.  

 

Children at Out of School Hours Program  

If children are in the out of school hours program that evening, could parents please organise for 

their children to be picked up and brought over to the school for the concert start time by 

another family member or other parent?  The coordinator will need a written note stipulating who 

will pick up your child from aftercare if it is different from the usual adult listed.  



Building Works Updat e - National Pride Grant  

You may have noticed the temporary fencing around the school upon your return.  As you are 

aware, there is significant repair work being carried out on the double storey building and the 

fenced off area is to ensure that the communit y is safe whilst the work is being carried out.  Thank 

you for your cooperation during this time.  

 

Primary Schools in the 21 st Century  

The architects from Clarke  Hopkins Clarke have completed the preliminary drawings for the 

refurbishment to the 3/4 area; P-2 classrooms; multi -purpose room.  Whilst they are being driven by 

the very tight timelines of the project and the drawings are ready to go out to tender, they are 

very interested in feedback from our community throughout the project.  The drawings will be on 

display in the front foyer area next week with a comments sheet for you to view and add any 

feedback which we will relay to the architects.  It is a very exciting transformational change and a 

great opportunity for our school community.  

 

Term 4 ð Sunsafe  

A reminder to children that wearing a hat in the yard in term 4 is compulsory (Hat must provide 

adequate protection/shade for the face and back of the neck).  We would also encourage 

protection for the eyes on sunny days (sunglasses), and sunscreen fo r the skin.  It would be great if 

all of these protective items were clearly marked with childrenõs names.  Remember, NO HAT, NO 

PLAY in the sun, children will be directed to play in the shade only.   

Warm warmi ng warmer warmest é.. HOT!!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Warm Regards,  

Kerrie  

 

INTRODUCTION OF THE VICTORIAN STUDENT NUMBER 
Our school is working with the Department of Education & Early Childhood Development to 

allocate a Victorian Student Number (VSN) to each student at the school.  The VSN is a student 

identification number that is being assigned to all students in government and non -government 

schools, and students in Vocational Education & Training Institutions.  The number, which is unique 

to each student, will be used as a key identi fier on a studentõs school records, and will remain with 

the student throughout his or her education, until reaching the age of 25.  The VSN is nine digits 

long, randomly assigned, and tied to stable information about the student (name, gender, date 

of bir th).  

 

The introduction of the Victorian Student Number will provide the capability to accurately detect 

patterns of student movement through, and departure from, the Victorian education and training 

system.  You will see the VSN appear on student report ca rds, enrolment forms and transfer forms.  

If you want to know more about the VSN please go to:  

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/governance/vsn/overview.htm  

 

FOUND 
Childõs green and black Malvern Star bike, in Helen St on Monday morning.  Please contact the 

staff at the office if you are the owne r. 

  

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/governance/vsn/overview.htm
http://www.sunsmart.com.au/sun_protection/seek/
http://www.sunsmart.com.au/sun_protection/slide/
http://www.sunsmart.com.au/sun_protection/slap/
http://www.sunsmart.com.au/sun_protection/slop/
http://www.sunsmart.com.au/sun_protection/slip/


INTERNET USAGE POLICY & INTERNET ACCEPTABLE USE  
The Policy and Finance sub -committee of school council has been reviewing a number of policies  

as part of the regular policy review cycle.  After extensive research with reference to DEECD 

guidelin es, staff consultation and parent discussion through sub -committee and council, a draft 

policy is now available for you to read and provide comment on.  The draft Internet Usage Policy 

and Internet Acceptable Use Agreement  can be accessed from the school w ebsite, 

www.northcoteps.vic.edu.au  

Email your comments to school northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  with the subject ôpolicy 

commentsõ by Friday 16th Octo ber.  

 

Karen Rush 

Convenor, Policy & Finance  

 

DONõT MISS YOUR CHANCE TO BE TRULY TERRIFYING! 
If you would like to get involved in the design and construction of the new and improved Tunnel 

of Terror, and you have skills in design or construction, I would love to hear from you as a design 

needs to  be presented to school council this month.  

 

If you would like to know more about the project or if you would be able to help in any capacity, 

please contact Genevieve (Xavier and Hannah Kellyõs mum) on H: 9482 6764 or mobile: 0429 33 

00 19, or via  email o n genmcm@bigpond.net.au  

 

WORKING BEES 
Saturday 17th October 9.30 am start ð 4.00 p.m. finish  

Saturday 24th October 9.30 am start ð after lunch  

  

KITCHEN GARDEN CONSTRUCTION 

Saturday 17 October  

Kitchen garden cons truction, Straw bale seating.   The new sleeper beds will be constructed. We 

need eight volunteers!   Tasks will include concreting in posts, attaching sleepers, reusing old 

sleepers in the bike shed and repositioning existing beds. There will be lots of sho velling and 

carting required so bring shovels, wheelbarrows, and heavy gloves.   Laying and wrapping of 

bales,  first coat of cement render . 

 

Saturday 24 October  

Kitchen garden construction, straw bale seating, general bee.   The sleeper beds will be filled w ith 

soil and compost. Main task will be shovelling and wheelbarrowing.   Top coat of render and 

general working bee . 

 

Straw Bale Seating  

If you participated last time - you know how much fun and how gratifying this can be!   Or a 

golden opportunity to learn a new skill!   Please bring along gloves, trowels, shovels, wheelbarrow s. 

We need 15 volunteers!  

 

Lunch provided - please RSVP to Jane on 9489 3591.  

 

  

http://www.northcoteps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:genmcm@bigpond.net.au


KITCHEN GARDEN PLAN 
The kitchen garden is expanding this year and a plan has been developed in consultati on with 

students, staff and parents.  

 

During term 3 we visited all the classes and also held an after school workshop to get ideas.  All 

the great suggestions have been distilled into a few themes contained in the table, including how 

they will be impleme nted in the final plan.  

 

The plan will be implemented in stages. The raised sleeper beds will be constructed during the 

upcoming working bee.  

 

Please get in touch if you want to be involved in implementing the new kitchen garden.  

 

Eric Schulz (Ruby & Bellaõs dad) 

Phone: 9484 8520, 0425853615  

email: e.schulz@bom.gov.au    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Creating a òdifferent spaceó.  

Aesthetic decorative space.  

A ònew little worldó 

A òshady quiet spotó  

Outdoor Green space  

Kids to make scarecr ows 

 

Signs ð welcome people 

to our school/kitchen 

garden  

Give it òedgesó  

Archway with vines  

Fountain water feature  

Flowers: roses, daisies, 

scented plants, flowering 

vines 

Easter Island statue  

Old things/sculptures  

Water feature/bird bath  

Mosaic pavers a nd 

sculpture  

Sundial, wind chimes, 

birdbath  

Decorated structures  

Old bike wheels ð trellis 

Footpath interesting  

Hut and tunnels, Maze  

Tepee with climbers  

Fence to protect plants, 

gate, trellis  

The entryways consist of paired 

arches with climbing roses/flow ers to 

create short tunnels.  

Welcome signs explaining the space 

attached to the arches.  

Espaliered stone fruit, climbing plants 

on fences and walls, and fruit trees 

create a shady, protected green 

space, filtering out the surrounding 

noise, wind and heat .  

Meandering path passes between 

the beds and trees with smaller side 

lanes.  Paths are a bit maze like?  

Future options for mosaic on the path 

and structures.  

Flowers and herbs planned under 

trees and espalier. Scented herbs to 

brush against.  

Involve ch ildren/classes in adding 

scarecrows, wind chimes and other 

decorations.  



 

Class space  

Gardening club, Seed 

collection  

Integrating activities, tie into 

curriculum  

Maths (weighing, measuring 

produce etc)  

Health (nutrition), Geography 

(rainfall, growing cond itions, 

broader environmental issues), 

Economics (cost of home/  

school grown versus shop)  

Story time in garden  

Cooking program, Soup kitchen  

Market day, Spring festival  

Fete ð bunches of herbs, jam 

from fruit  

Co -ordinating produce with 

OOHSP 

Pizza 

Flower p ressing 

Seating for groups of 

children  

Tools for groups of children  

5 beds @ 4 kids = 20 kids  

Raised beds ð accessibility 

for kids  

 

 

Rain gauge, weather station  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pizza oven  

 

Top cap plank around top of all sleeper 

beds for seating. L -shaped bed (7.5 m of 

seating) and large shading fruit tree 

(seating underneath) plus movable 

benches create a shaded open air class 

learning area.  

Garden shed to store watering cans, 

small tools (hand trowels), gloves, some 

larger tools (rake/broom), taps, hose, 

ties, po les for beans/tomatoes.  

Chalkboard on outside of garden shed 

door to note activities in the garden, 

season, planting, harvesting.   

Raised bed (~36cm) to give wheelchair 

access.  

5 beds devoted to annuals.  

 

Ecological space for food 

production  

 

òeco system thereó 

Planting themes ð bush tucker 

get it concentrated in one 

space so kids see continuity.  

 

Green house  

Bamboo irrigation system  

Hothouse from scrap metal  

Trellis/lattice for wind shelter 

with vines  

Compost/compost system  

Worm 

farm  

Chickens  

Mulch  

Pots with drip irrigation  

Popular suggestions for 

edible fruits and vegies:  

Corn,  Berries, Fruit trees, 

Espaliered trees, Shade 

trees , Vines, Herbs 

High-density planting, drip irrigated, well 

composted and mulched. Raised beds 

to reduce òtrample factoró. Productive 

demonstration kitchen garden with 

diverse range of plants and produce.  

Living fence of vines, espalier trees, fruit 

trees and solid fences provide shelter 

from strong drying Northerly and Westerly 

winds.    

Fruit: Cherry and Apricot (both full  sized), 

nectarine, avocado, peach, nectarine, 

orange (all dwarfed/ pruned), 2 x apple, 

2 x pear (both espaliered).  

Vines: grape, kiwi, passion fruit é 

Herbs (under trees and base of climbers)  

Vegetables (5 beds)  



LUNCH ORDERS BEGIN THIS WEEK - YOUR LUNCH ORDERS ARE COLLECTED 

EVERY THURSDAY AT: 10AM FROM THE OFFICE  

Late Orders  - For children who have been absent on collection day   Please email 

toni@lunchestogrow.com.au (preferred method as you will receive a confirmation)   OR 

- Phone: Toni on Mob 0439 844 020 ð until 10am on delivery day .  (NB: Sorry, no late 
orders for Sushi and Rice paper rolls as these are pre - order ed) 
HOT PIZZA  (Bread Plate size) $4:00 each .  These are an amber item  ð òGo For Your Lifeó 
4 Flavours   MARGERITA,HAWAIIAN,  HAM AND CHEESE  and  VEGETARIAN  

PIZZA AND JUICE  $5  

PIZZA AND CHOC/STRAWBERRY BIG M    $5.70  

PIZZA AND SOY/LACTOSE FREE  $6  

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
Westgarth Primary School Fete, Clarke St, Northcote will be on Sunday 18th October 10.00am-4.00pm.  Loads of 
activities and rides for kids, Mediterranean food, Entertainment, Trash 'n' Treasure, Second Hand Books & Clothes, 
Spinning Wheel, Side Show Alley, great prizes in our Raffle, Cakes, Home Produce, Dance Workshops, Face Painting 
and heaps more. Come join us, sit in our Kitchen Garden and soak up the atmosphere! 
 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
The Dept. of Education does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser or notice contained 
in this n ewsletter.  No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education or this school for the accuracy of 
information contained in advertisements or claims made by them.  
 
KELLY SPORTS ð Brochures available outside the school office.  Sessions begin on Monday 12th October from 3.40 to 4.40 p.m. 
For Grades Prep to Four. Contact 0402 855 522 
 
 VIC CRIC CRICKET CLINICS!!!       *Bowl The Ball!!    * Catch The Culprit!!   *Great Coaches      * 8 weeks        *Saturday 
mornings                  *For 5-12 yrs old     * From 17th October 2009             * Wield The Willow!!   * Very 1st time at:  
* MERRI  PARK,  cnr. St. Georges Rd. & Sumner St.  Northcote. * MELWAY  30 C9    * BOYS & GIRLS 

AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT !!  ENROL  NOW !! 
*Return form by Friday 16th October 2009 to:    VIC CRIC : P.O. BOX  133 : ESSENDON NTH.  3041 
*ENQUIRIES : Mike Bishop ð 9379 0335 (ph. & fax) or: 0418 303432: email: mabish@optusnet.com.au  
 
OZ BALL ð AUSSIE HOOPS - An entry level program for kids aged 5-10 years.  An opportunity to acquire and develop new 
skills.  Oz Ball is a term-long program, with a 55 minute session each week.  Held Saturday mornings from 9:00 ð 9:55 am 
at Collingwood College, McCutcheon Way, Collingwood.  Melway 2CG10.  Cost is $60 per participant, which includes: Coaching 
plus a basketball & t-shirt.  Register on the day (from 8:45 am) prior to the commencement of the program at 9:00 am 
COMMENCES: 9:00 am on Saturday, October 10th, 2009.  For further information, contact Tim Fruscalzo on 0412 599 319. 
 
NORTHSIDE MAKERS MARKET, Saturday 10th Oct, from 10.30 - 3.30 at the Northcote Uniting Church, 251 High St, 
Northcote.  There will be over 40 stall holders representing a fantastic range of handmade art, craft, home wares, jewellery 
and accessories, cosmetics, kids wear, stationery and more...... You'll find scrumptious gingerbread cookies, tarts, and cupcakes, 
delightful coffee and eats from Cafe Koula and a sausage sizzle to raise funds for the local girl guides.  And don't worry we 
haven't forgotten the kids....there'll be a face painter around from 10.30 - 2.30, free craft table activities and balloons all set up 
in the courtyard so you can sit and relax with your coffee and cakes whilst the kids are entertained. 
 
 MAYA FESTIVAL - Saturday 17th October 2009.  Running times: 10am - 10pm.  Venue: CERES Park (Centre for Education 
and Research in Environmental Strategies) cnr Roberts and Stewart Streets, Brunswick East.  Website : www.mayafestival.com 
Maya Festival is a community music, art and lifestyle festival. The event is family friendly and this year we have a 
wonderful Kids Zone within the Global Village of the festival. Providing a safe and enjoyable space for the kids, we 
aim to entertain, encourage creativity, inspire and provide opportunity for interaction with other kids with a diverse 
program of challenging and fun activities! Children bring a vital and joyful aspect to the Festival and the Kids Area is a 
place children may feel comfortable and happy. Activities in this area include art, storytelling, creative visualization, 
dance, yoga, puppet shows, theatrette, and special character appearances, which are always a big favorite! 
 
WRESTLECLASH2 ð Saturday 28th November at Darebin Community Sports Stadium.  Two hours of non-stop action suitable 
for the whole family.  Tickets can be purchased through the venue or online at wrestleclash.com.  Prices are $15.00 for adults, 
$10.00 children under 15 and $45 for a family of two adults and two children.  Enquiries to Rohan on 0439 613 882 or email 
info@wrestleclash.com for group booking information. 

mailto:toni@lunchestogrow.com.au
mailto:mabish@optusnet.com.au
http://www.mayafestival.com/
mailto:info@wrestleclash.com

