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REMINDER: Poppies for Remembrance Day (11th November) are on sale at the office 

before and after school.    If you wish to purchase prices are: 

 Poppies (two kinds)  $2.00 and $5.00 respectively 

 Wristbands   $3.00 

 

 *** Please make sure all bikes and scooters are picked up as soon 

as the children get out of class at 3.30 p.m.  The bike shed will be locked 

at 3.45 p.m.  This is to allow the teachers on yard duty to attend staff and 

team meetings at the end of the day. 

 

 

GREETINGS FROM KERRIE 
Student Achievement 

Well done all students 

All students across the school are currently involved in online and individual testing to contribute 

to the assessment information that becomes part of their student report for the end of their year.  

Students are putting in a great effort to demonstrate to their teachers what they have learnt and 

it is very rewarding to see their achievements.  Well done all students! 

If your child comes home at the end of the day and says that they had another teacher today, it 

is probably because their own teacher is at school but has been close by in a quiet area, carrying 

out one on one testing with each student in the class.  This allows students to perform at their best 

without distractions and provides high quality assessment information for each teacher. 

IMPORTANT SCHOOL DIARY DATES 
 

Friday 10th October - Junior Swimming commences for 8 weeks each Friday -12.45 

Monday 2nd Nov. - Normal school day for all students – No Holiday 
Tuesday 3rd Nov. - Melbourne Cup Day – Public Holiday – No School 

Wednesday 11th Nov. - Book Fair Begins 

Tuesday 17th Nov. - Italian Day (see further on in newsletter) 

Wednesday 18th Nov. - Book Fair Ends 

Monday 23rd Nov. - Policy & Finance – Staffroom -7.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m. 

Thursday 26th Nov. - Cultural Performance No. 4 

Friday 27th Nov. - Ready Set Go Program No. 1 – 9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m. 

 - Last Day for Junior Swimming 

Friday 4th December - Ready Set Go Program No. 2 – 9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m. 

Monday 7th Dec. - An Evening of the Arts 

Tuesday 8th December - Ready Set Go Program No. 3 – 9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m. 

 - Grade 6 Transition to High School Day 

Monday 14th Dec. - Grade 6 Graduation 



 

Another great Working Bee! 

Have you seen the progress at the Hawthorn Road side of the school with the vegie garden beds?  

Or the completed straw bale seating at the end of the netball courts?  What about the refilled 

Junior Playground sandpit and the topped up tanbark softfall?  Yes it was all carried out on 

Saturday at our consecutive working bee.  A fantastic amount of work was completed by a great 

group of parents, children, Hugh (Maintenance person & son, ex-student Niko!).  I’ve never seen 

such a huge pile of soil, sand and tanbark disappear so quickly.  Many hands make light work, 

although we all agreed it was a pretty good workout, and was very satisfying to see it all take 

shape on the day.   

All workers were rewarded once again with a delicious lunch prepared by Jane Miller and Kath 

Boyer, yum. 

Thank you so much all workers for your energy, commitment and generosity, you truly make an 

immediate difference to our school environment.   

 

Working Bee BIG Thank You to  

Eric Schulz, Sandy Litan, Genevieve McMahon & Xavier Kelly, Henk 

& Barn Ritman, Duncan McKenzie, Niko & Hugh Wayland, Peter 

Appelman, Anne Hogg & Paul, Lydia & Eva Baird, Laura Johnson, 

Cu Tran, Jennifer Audsley, Jo Brockwell, Melissa, Isabel & Katie 

Mackey, Jane Miller, Kath Boyer and Michelle Manly 

 

Last hurrah Working Bee!  Thank you Jane, Jo & Matt! 

At the working bee, we acknowledged the very generous 

contribution over many years of a few parents who were attending their very last Northcote 

Primary Working Bee. 

Thank you to Jane Miller; Jo Brockwell and Matt Walsh who have been instrumental over the past 

7 years in providing guidance and support for the volunteer work to improve our school grounds.  

These parents have served on the Buildings & Grounds sub-committee throughout that time as 

well.  On behalf of our school community, I thank Jane, Jo & Matt for their much valued 

contribution during this time.  You have all been wonderful! 

 

Double Storey Building Repair Update 

The children might have told you about the scaffolding going up like a Lego construction during 

the week, it has been the fascination of many of the children to watch its progress.  Work has 

recommenced and just to let you know, the builders will be working in the school this coming 

weekend on both Saturday and Sunday. 

 

Warm Regards, 

Kerrie 

TERM DATES FOR 2010 
Mon 1st Feb First Day of Term 1 for Students 

Fri 26th Mar  End of Term 1 – 2.30 Dismissal 

Fri 2nd Apr  Good Friday 

Mon 5th Apr Easter Monday 

Mon 12th Apr Start Term 2 

Fri 25th Jun  End Term 2 – 2:30 Dismissal 

Mon 12th Jul Start Term 3 

Fri 17th Sept  End Term 3 – 2:30 Dismissal 

Mon 4th Oct Start Term 4 

Fri 17th Dec  End Term 4 – Last school day of 2010 
 

Newsflash!             Days lost for learning… 
 



How many days has your child missed this semester?  

 

 

0-6 This is within normal range.  A child with this attendance rate is able to take full advantage 

of the teaching and learning opportunities available to them. 

 

7-10 This attendance rate is below average.  A child with this attendance rate could miss over 

one year of learning between prep and year 10. 

 

11-20 This is a poor attendance rate.  A child with this attendance rate could miss out on up to 

two years of learning between prep and year 10. 

 

20+ This is a very poor attendance rate.  A child with this attendance rate could miss over two 

and a half years of learning between prep and year 10. 

 

If a child is not at school, they are not learning. 

 

Did you also know that every class has at least one student who is seldom on time and ready for 

learning at 9.00?  When a student is late to class they miss out on key information about the day, 

the introduction of a lesson and the context as to why we are learning this skill or process.  Literacy 

and numeracy are the main subjects taught first thing in the morning – arriving late means that a 

student will missing out on vital learning in these key curriculum areas.  A class of students can be 

distracted when a student enters the room after 9.00 - the teacher will need to re-explain what 

the focus and task is, taking their time away from working with their reading or maths groups. 

Of course, students get sick or need to attend appointments from time to time.  These are 

reasonable excuses for absence and most parents in our community provide the written 

explanation to school. 

   

Current research shows a link between regular attendance and positive social, emotional and 

learning outcomes for students. 

 

Think of a brick wall – missing bricks represent days missed from school.  With bricks 

missing here and there, the structure of the wall is weakened and will eventually 

fall down.   There is a correlation between poor attendance and student 

disengagement and being to exposed to ‘at risk’ behaviours 

 

A commitment to attendance and punctuality is important in preparing students for roles 

and responsibilities in adult life 

 

Parent responsibilities  

Ensure your child is at school by 9.00 a.m. 

Provide a written note explaining any absence – give to the class teacher 

If late for school you must sign your child in at the office – your child CANNOT 

sign themselves in 

If collecting your child before 3.30 p.m. you must sign them out at the office 

If you require support with getting your child to school regularly and/or on 

time, please contact myself or your child’s teacher. 

 

Regards, 

Karen Rush 

Assistant Principal 

 

 



PUPIL OF THE WEEK 
LA9 - Flora B 
LA10 - Bobassa A & Demetri S 
LA14 - Isabella B & Rory B 
LA11 - Katie M  & Hannah A 
LA12 - Tyrone G & Amy N 
LA1 - Jasper B & Tessa B 
LA2 - Zach R  & Beatrice L 
LA3 - Shannay D & William R 
LA4 - Ruby B-W & Sapphire W 
  & Julia H 
LA13 - Pandora D 
Italian - Lucia S  & Gabe O 

 

LOST & FOUND 
Found - A bracelet (similar to a Pandora bracelet) on the turf on Friday.  Please call at the office to 

claim it. 

 

Lost – A red and orange Bionicle.  If found please return to LA10 or the office. 

 

Found – At the office are a number of small items that have been lost by children.  These items are 

not put in to Lost Property but reside with us until claimed.  Some of the items include cars, beanie 

kids, keys, bracelets, sunglasses, etc.  If you have lost any of these items recently, please call in 

and see us.  It may well be your treasured item is waiting for you at the office! 
 

  

MANGOES, MANGOES, MANGOES!!!!!! 
Yes everyone it’s that time of year again!  Mango order forms were sent home on 

Tuesday.  Order forms and money are due back at school by Friday 6th November. 

 

 

STRAW BALES FOR SALE 
We have only a few straw bales left and as summer mulching season coming in, now perfect 

chance to stock up on straw - $10 per bale.  They are in shelter shed at school, and can be 

picked up from there - or contact if you need delivery.  Please pay at Office - money to go to 

Fundraising. Exact money would be good!  Phone Jane on 9489 3591 for delivery 

 

THANK YOU 
A big thank you to all the families who donated books for Kinglake Primary School.  They were very 

much appreciated.  Donations can still be made in the foyer of our school office.  Jane Miller 

 



ITALIAN UPDATE 
THE COUNTDOWN TO OUR ITALIAN DAY BEGINS! 

Ciao a tutti! 

Yes! An Italian Day is being organised for Tuesday, 17
th 

November. 

 

It will be a day where the students will be immersed in the Italian language through a variety of cultural activities. 

Some of the activities most students can look forward to are: Soccer with soccer coaches, Bocce with the former 

Australian Bocce Champion, Tarantella Dancing with Dance Focus, Puppet Making, Michelangelo’s Artists, Waiter’s 

Race and much moreJ!  

 

The theme for our day will be:  'La Festa Italiana!ô 
 

The children are required to come to school dressed in a character or famous Italian they have 

learned about in Italian. Ideas to consider could include: Pinocchio, Il Pappagallo, La Befana, 

Michelangelo, Da Vinci, soccer players etc. If this is too difficult, children may dress in neat 

casual attire representing the colours of the Italian flag which are:  

 

    VERDE ï Green BIANCO ï White Rosso - Red 

 

PLEASE DO NOT HIRE ANY COSTUMES. THIS IS NOT NECESSARY! 

 

THE ITALIAN PARENT COMMITTEE 

The role of The Italian Parent Committee is to assist in the planning, the organisation and the running of The Italian 

Day!J Lots of help will be required for the organisation and distribution of our proposed special lunch. J 

 

If you would like to be part of this special Committee, please see me next Monday or leave the note below with your 

name and a contact number with Jo or Lyn at the office. At present we have no assistance with the special lunch 

organisation. 

 

There will be a parent meeting NEXT Monday after our school assembly at about 9:30 in the Italian Room for any 

interested parents (20 mins max).  

 

AIUTO URGENTE! (URGENT HELP): 

Can you spare a day, an hour or a few hours on Our Italian Day? Help is still required for the special lunch and gelato 

organisation.  

 

As I only work at Northcote Primary School on Monday and Tuesday it is difficult to organise the special lunch and 

the preparation of the activity day. I was extremely fortunate in previous years to have several wonderful parents who 

assisted me in this area and as a result we were able to provide the children with a pizza lunch and a gelato as a special 

treat.  

 

The role will be to organise and order the pizzas and assist me with the collection of the Gelato 

the day before the event. On the day we will definitely require the assistance for the lunch 

distribution and there will be a separate Italian Update soon to ask for your assistance in this 

area. It is always a lot of fun on the day and the smiles on the students’ faces said it all! 

 

At present I only have four parents who are willing to assist us on our day. I still require a parent or several 

parents to organise the pizza order. If you are able to assist please FILL IN THE SLIP BELOW AND 

RETURN TO THE SCHOOL OFFICE BY THIS FRIDAY. If I receive no assistance for this area by the end of 

THIS week, there will be no special lunch (PIZZA AND GELATO) for the students on the day. Thank you to 

those parents who have responded. 

 

Stay tuned to the newsletter next week for the Italian Day levy which will help pay for the costs, including our outside 

organisations and our special lunch and gelato which will be incurred on the day.  

 

Please note that I will try and contact you asap!J  Grazie again for any assistance you are able to provide.  Ciao until 

next week, 

 

Grazie, 

Signorina Rosa 



 

Italian Day Special Lunch help 
 

If you can assist us, please fill in the slip below and return this to Jo or Lyn in the office by this Friday 30
th

 

October. 

 

Please tick box/es below and fill in your details. 

 

 

Yes, I can help organise the pizza for the special lunch. 

 

 

 

Yes, I can help with the gelato pick up. 

 

 

 

Name: 

Childôs name: 

 

Contact number: 

 

Best time to call you: 

 

" ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
For Sale ς /ƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎŜƭƭƻ - $900.00 o.n.o.  Ring Nicky on 0400 650 543. 
 
Tonight 29th October ς The Miles to Go Trio with special guest Frank Jones.  Starts at 8.30 p.m.  The 
Lomond, 225 Nicholson Street, Brunswick East. 
 
 
 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
The Dept. of Education does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser or notice contained 
in th is newsletter.  No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education or this school for the accuracy of 
information contained in advertisements or claims made by them.  
 
VICSWIM coming soon to a pool or beach near you!  Enrol online now for the January Summer Kidz Program!  Enrolments 
close 9th December, 2009.  Enrol at www.vicswim.com.au 
 
 
 
 

FOUND OUTSIDE THE SCHOOL 
Child’s green and black Malvern Star bike, in Helen St at the start of term.  Please contact the staff 

at the office if you would like to adopt me.  I need a couple of things done to spruce me up so if 

you are interested in taking me home I am living near the office.  See Jo or Karen. 

  
 

http://www.vicswim.com.au/

