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REMINDER: Poppies for Remembrance Day (11 th November) are on sale at the office 

before and after school.    If you wish to purchase p rices are:  

 Poppies (two kinds)   $2.00 and $5.00 respectively  

 Wristbands    $3.00 

 

 ***  Please make sure all bikes and scooters are picked up as soon 

as the children  get out of class at 3.30 p.m.  The bike shed will be locked 

at 3.45 p.m.   This is to allow the teachers on yard duty to attend staff and 

team meetings at the end of the day.  

 

 

 

WORKING BEE 
SATURDAY 24TH OCTOBER - 9.30AM -1PM - LUNCH 

PROVIDED 

KITCHEN GARDEN AND STRAW BALE SEATING - 

COMPLETION AND GENERAL WORKING BEE 
If you are coming to the Working Bee please RSVP to Jane for Lunch - 9489 3591 

(Donõt forget to include your children in the numbers) 

IMPORTANT SCHOOL DIARY DATES 
 

Friday 10th October  - Junior Swimming commences for 8 weeks each Friday  -12.45 

Saturday 24 th October  - Working Bee  ð 9.30 a.m. to lunch (see below)  

Monday 2 nd  Nov.  - Normal school day for al l students ð No Holiday  

Tuesday 3 rd Nov.  - Melbourne Cup Day ð Public Holiday ð No School  

Wednesday 11 th Nov.  - Book Fair Begins 

Tuesday 17 th Nov.  - Italian Day  (see further on in newsletter)  

Wednesday 18 th Nov.  - Book Fair Ends 

Monday 23 rd Nov.  - Policy &  Finance ð Staffroom -7.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m.  

Thursday 26 th Nov.  - Cultural Performance No. 4  

Friday 27 th Nov.  - Ready Set Go Program No. 1 ð 9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m.  

 - Last Day for Junior Swimming  

Friday 4 th December  - Ready Set Go Program No. 2 ð 9.00 a.m . to 11.00 a.m.  

Monday 7 th Dec.  - An Evening of the Arts  

Tuesday 8 th December  - Ready Set Go Program No. 3 ð 9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m.  

 - Grade 6 Transition to High School Day  

Monday 14 th Dec.  - Grade 6 Graduation  



GREETINGS FROM KERRIE 
Student Achievement  - Congratulations A ife!  

Our school is very proud to congratulate Aife Larkin, 6R, for her excellent achievement of being 

selected for entry into the Victorian College of the Arts Secondary School Program.  Aife had to 

undergo fairly rigorous audition process competing agains t 300 other year 6 students across 

Victoria for 50 places.  In Aifeõs case, there was only one other classical guitar student accepted 

in this intake.  Well done Aife, an outstanding achievement and one you deserve to be 

enormously proud of.     

 

Busy Working Bees!  

On Saturday, a group of very dedicated parents (and children!), came to school to volunteer 

their work on the straw bale seating and the vegetable gardens.  There was a very healthy and 

good humoured competition going on between the two teams and  much comparing of progress 

throughout the day.  The weather did not deter either group as raincoats came out and the work 

progressed.   

A total of 17 parents signed on the Volunteer Register and about 15 children attended on and off 

throughout the day.   

Each team worked under the guidance of a Buildings & Grounds committee person/s.   

 

Straw Bale team  comprised: Jo Brockwell (Rubyõs 6R Mum ); Shane Dennehy 

(Maxõs Dad LA3); Doug McPherson (Dad of Electra LA1; Magnus LA9 and 

Ewen ð not quite at school yet! )- all B&G comm ittee members; Maya 

(Jakaylaõs Mum LA11); Matt Walsh & Jo Brockwell (Rubyõs Dad & Mum 6R ); 

Jennifer Audsley (Myles LA2; Liam õs Mum 6R); Rohan Smith (Flynn LA11 and 

Spencer õs Dad LA3 );  Talia (Hannah õs Mum LA11 and Noah nearly at 

school); Stuart Morrison (Frank LA2 and Lucyõs 5/6L Dad) ;  and Geoff Wild (Fredõs Dad LA12) and 

Mark Blaxall ð trainee teacher in Rosemaryõs class. 

 

Vegie Garden team  comprised:  Eric Shultz (Bella LA12 and Rubyõs Dad LA3); Peter 

Appleman (Hannah and Noahõs Dad); B&G committee; Matthew & Emily Nance 

(parents of Henry LA12;  Charlotte LA9 and Isobel ð nearly at school); Dunca n 

McKenzie  (Dad of Ethan LA10).  

Hugh Wayland (Maintenance Person) also worked across both teams to provide 

assistance.   

 

Catering Team:  fantast ic crew in the kitchen and beautiful food to refuel all 

workers were ð Jane Miller (Nellõs Mum 6R); Sally Gilder (Flynn & Spencerõs Mum); 

and Cathy Drinkwater (Frank and Lucyõs Mum) and Emily Nance. 

 

Work commenced at 9.30am and wound up around 4 in the af ternoon.  Thank 

you all parents and staff who attended and helped on the day, a great effort 

from all.   

 

Welcome Trainee Teachers  

We continue to welcome the following trainee teachers to our school:  Sarah and Stephanie in 

Lisaõs Prep class LA9; Laura in Heatherõs Prep class LA10; Di in Nikiõs P/1 class LA14; Cecile in Nickyõs 

1/2 class LA11; Yi in Margaretõs 3/4 class LA3; and Mark in Rosemaryõs 3/4 class LA1.  The trainee 

teachers make a valuable contribution to our school in working with the students i n small groups 

or at the whole class level and we thank them for their commitment and effort.  

World Teachersõ Day - Friday 30 October, 2009  

Itõs that time of year again when I encourage our community to honour our teachers on World 

Teachersõ Day.  The UNESCO -declared World Teachersõ Day is a great opportunity to say ôThank 

youõ to your childõs teachers and show them how much theyõre valued for all the hard work they 

do throughout the year for your child.   



World Teachersõ Day is an important acknowledgement of the professionalism of teachers and 

their enormous contribution to the future of our society.   

2010 Student Enrolments  

I am currently in the process of fina lising enrolment numbers for 2010 .  If you are aware of any 

families who are yet to enrol their  child at school, could you please encourage them to make 

contact with us as soon as possible otherwise they may miss out on a place at our school in 20 10.  

Also to assist us determine final numbers for 20 10, if you intend to leave the school this year, pl ease 

let the office know as soon as possible.  

I look forward to seeing you at our working bee next Saturday!  

Warm Regards,  

Kerrie  
TERM DATES FOR 2010 

Mon 1st Feb  First Day of Term 1 for Students 
Fri 26th Mar  End of Term 1 ς 2.30 Dismissal 
Fri 2nd Apr  Good Friday 
Mon 5th Apr  Easter Monday 
Mon 12th Apr  Start Term 2 
Fri 25th Jun  End Term 2 ς 2:30 Dismissal 
Mon 12th Jul  Start Term 3 
Fri 17th Sept  End Term 3 ς 2:30 Dismissal 
Mon 4th Oct  Start Term 4 
Fri 17th Dec  End Term 4 ς Last school day of 2010 

 

PUPIL OF THE WEEK 
LA9 - Finian J 
LA10 - Finn B & Tahlia D 
LA14 - Ben H & Ava McD 
LA11 -  Who will it be????? 
LA12 - Tali W & Alyssa Z 
LA1 - Jessie T & Alexander McD 
LA2 - Liam OõC & Rowan S-S 
LA3 - Alex M & Macs L 
LA4 -  Gabe O 
LA13 - Nele A-J & Mitchell O 
Italian - Clem L & Courtney L 



MANGOES, MANGOES, MANGOES!!!!!! 
Yes everyone itõs that time of year again!  Mango order forms were sent home on 

Tuesday .  Order forms and money are due back at school by Friday 6 th November . 

 

MISSING 
From Bike Shed on Wedn esday after school ð a Razor scooter, silver with black handles.  

It has a sticker near the base of a grave and spider.  If found please return t o Harry in 

LA2 or the office.  

 

ITALIAN UPDATE 
THE COUNTDOWN TO OUR ITALIAN DAY BEGINS! ® Tuesday 17th November 
Ciao a tutti!  
SI! We hav e a NUMERO UNO TEAMJ!  
The Italian Student Committee have discussed several ideas/activities for our Italian Day. The Committee 
is a very enthusiastic group who are very cooperative and apply logic to some VERY INTERESTING 
ideas! At present we are working e xtremely well as a group.  
 
Next week, two committee members will be reporting back to the school community during our Monday 
morning whole School Assembly about the progress being made towards our special day.  
 
Keep up the great work ragazzi! We will be h aving a meeting every week until our big day!  
 
THE ITALIAN PARENT COMMITTEE 
The role of The Italian Parent Committee is to assist in the planning, the organisation and the running of 
The Italian Day! J Lots of help will be required for the organisation and distribution of our proposed 
special lunch. J 
 
If you would like to be part of this special Committee, please see me next Monday or leave the note 
below with your name and a contact number with Jo or Lyn at the office. At present we have no 
assistance with the special lunch organisation. 
 
There will be a parent meeting NEXT Monday 26th October after our school assembly at about 9:30 in 
the Italian Room for any interested parents (20 mins max).   
 
Yes! An Italian Day is being organised for Tuesday, 17th November 
It will b e a day where the students will be immersed in the Italian language through a variety of cultural 
activities. Some of the activities most students can look forward to are: Soccer with soccer coaches, 
Bocce with the former Australian Bocce Champion, Tarantella Dancing with Dance Focus, Puppet Making, 
Michelangeloªs Artists, Waiterªs Race and much moreJ!  
The theme for our day will be:   'La Festa Italiana!ª 
 
The children are required to come to school dressed in a character or famous  
Italian they have learned about in Italian. Ideas to consider could include: Pinocchio, 
Il Pappagallo, La Befana, Michelangelo, Da Vinci, soccer players etc. If this is too 
difficult, children may dress in neat casual attire representing the colours of the 
Italian flag which are: VERDE -  Green    BIANCO  -  White   Rosso  -  Red. 
 

PLEASE DO NOT HIRE ANY COSTUMES. THIS IS NOT NECESSARY!  
 



AIUTO URGENTE! (URGENT HELP)  -  Help is still required for the special lunch and 
gelato organisation.  
As I only work at Northcote Primary School on Mo nday and Tuesday it is difficult to 
organise the special lunch and the preparation of the activity day. I was extremely 
fortunate in previous years to have several wonderful parents who assisted me in this 
area and as a result we were able to provide the c hildren with a pizza lunch and a 
gelato as a special treat.  

 
The role will be to organise and order the pizzas and assist me with the collection of the Gelato the 
day before the event. On the day we will definitely require the assistance for the lunch dis tribution and 
there will be a separate Italian Update soon to ask for your assistance in this area. It is always a lot 
of fun on the day and the smiles on the studentsª faces said it all! 
 
If I receive no assistance for this area by the end of next week, t here will be no special lunch  for the 
students on the day. If there are any parents who can help with this can you please fill out the slip 
below and return this promptly to the school office.  
 
Grazie mille for your continuing support, 
Signorina Rosa 
Italian Teacher and Co - ordinator. 
 
Italian Day Special Lunch help 
If you can assist us, please fill in the slip below and return this to Jo or Lyn in the office by Friday 
30th October at the latest.  
 
Please note that I will try and contact you asap! J 
 
Grazie again for any assistance you are able to provide.  
Ciao until next week,  
Grazie, Signorina Rosa 
 
 
" --------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 
ITALIAN DAY HELPER FORM 

Please tick box/es below and fill in your details.  
Yes, I can help organise the pizza for the special lunch.   
Yes, I can help with the gelato pick up.   
 
Name: 
Childªs name: 
Contact number: 
Best time to call you:  
 
" --------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 



SOFTBALL 2009 
The school softball team had an undefeated streak in 2009 and has proven to be a strong 

contender in the interschool sports competition.  In term one they were left unbeaten at the end 

of the first half of the season, and this means that they have proceede d into the zone tournament 

for 4 th term.  

 

In 4th term the teams first opponents forfeited so they automatically got through to the regional 

competition and today are playing Apollo Pathways Primary School at Northcote Primary Schoolõs 

home ground of Merri Park.  We hope we do well and will let you know the results at assembly on 

Monday!!!!!!!!   

 

TERM 3 MUSICAL PRESENTATIONS  
Last term the students in grade 1 and 2 presented musical items of their choice as part of their 

music lesson. This was a great exper ience for students as they had to prepare an item and then 

present/or teach it to the class. Students who don't learn a musical instrument could research an 

instrument and present a poster about it or teach the class a song/dance etc.   Some children 

brough t in a CD  with the lyrics for the class to sing along to.   Here are some comments from the 

kids:  

  

Hamish T (LA14) - I brought in a dinosaur CD.   We listened to lots of different songs on it.   I 

practiced my presentation at home I felt ok on the day.   Everyone danced to two songs.   They 

loved it.  

  

Coco ( LA12) - I played my guitar and I don õt take lessons at school, my dad teaches me.   I felt 

wonderful on the day.   I played 2 songs that my dad and I made up.   One was the original and 

one was the final cop y. I really liked sharing my music with the class.  

  

Josh (LA12) - I played my 2 piano pieces.   I felt quite excited because I have played in lots of 

other piano concerts.   Everyone loved it.   I've started  2 new pieces and I would love to  do it again 

some  time.  

  

Charlie ( LA11) - I played 'Magical Raindrops" on the  glockenspiel.   I made this up myself. I 

practiced 3 times then I got the hang of it.   I loved performing for my friends and I want to do it 

again.   

  

Nabilah/Rory/Leea ( LA14) -   We did a song c alled Mickey Mouse Club.   I played the first part 

(Nabilah).   Rory played M - O - U - S - E.  Leea did the singing and made a poster for our song.   We 

had to practice a lot at home altogether and it was great on the day.  

  

Thanks 

Niki Skoullos  

  

STRAW BALES FOR SALE 
We have 13 straw bales left and as summer mulching season coming in, now perfect chance to  

stock up on straw - $10 per bale.   They are in shelter shed at school, and can be picked up from 

there - or contact if you need delivery.   Please pay at  Office - money to go to Fundraising. Exact 

money would be good!   Phone Jane on 9489 3591 for delivery  

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
ONE & THE SAME (EP Launch) - Terry O'Reilly's (Max & Maggie's dad) band with support from Diving Bell Sunday 25 
October Northcote Social Club Doors 7:30pm $10 entry includes copy of EP. 
One And The Same - a Melbourne-based four piece (violin, guitar, bass & drums) - will be joined on stage with guests 
appearing on the EP, including: Claudia Schneider (Diving Bell) and Kiernan Box & Ken Gardner (Augie March & Black 
Eyed Susans.  Their new EP, Dandelion, has been described by Beat Magazine as 'raw, refreshingly peculiar and a 
ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭƛƴƎΣ ǳƴƴŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΧ ϥ     www.myspace.com/weareoneandthesame  

http://www.myspace.com/weareoneandthesame


ADULT friendly female cat looking for a loving family to adopt.  Please ring Maya Statton on 9489 2223. 
 
Summer Holidays and Travelling with Asthma - Travelling should not present problems for someone with asthma. Whether you 
are planning a beach escape or an overseas adventure these summer holidays, the Asthma Foundation of Victoria suggests the 
following steps you can take to ensure your asthma is under control. 
Visit your doctor before you trip for - 
A written Asthma Action Plan and a letter outlining what treatment you require in case of an asthma emergency.   
In some cases you will need a signed letter from your doctor to explain the medication required to take it through international 
customs  
A review of your current medication   
Your doctor may prescribe extra medication for your trip 
Be prepared - 
Have your asthma under control before you depart 
Ensure you have enough medication with you and the right equipment 
Puffers and spacers are compact, easy to use and pack easily into your luggage.  There are now small spacers available (eg; Able 
spacer or Breath-a-Tech) which are a great size for travelling.  
Ensure that if you are travelling that you keep medication in your hand luggage as well as spares in your stowed luggage. 
Know you triggers 
Be aware of the things which aggravate your asthma (some people may find that their asthma deteriorates while they are away, 
while others find that it improves) 
Triggers may include temperature changes, pollution, pollens and grasses and animals.  These are just a few to be aware of. 
 If you would like more information or would like to speak to an Asthma Advisor, please call 1800 645 130 or visit 

www.asthma.org.au  or www.asthmafriendlyschools.org.au  
 

 
 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
The Dept. of Education does 
not endorse the products & 
services of any private 
advertiser or notice contained 
in this newsletter.  No 
responsibility is accepted by 
the Dept. of Education or this 
school for the accuracy of 
information contained in 
advertisements or claims 
made by them.  
 
 
 
FAIRFIELD CRICKET CLUB ð 
Milo ð Get in 2 action ð Get in 2 
cricket ð Sign Up today at Yarra 
Bend Road, Fairfield on Saturday 
24th October from 10.00 a.m. to 
11.00 a.m.  Tel. Rob Cowen on 
0414 374 597 
 
TENNIS FOR KIDS - Pure 
Tennis still has vacancies in 
their Kapow Program (6yr- 8yrs) 
& Junior program (8yr-13yrs). If 
your child is interested in 
learning and playing tennis now is 
the time to start. Take advantage 
of the warmer weather and more 
daylight, Contact Danny Fuge at 
puretennis@hotmail.com or mobile 
ph: 0409514940.  
 
Parkside Devils Junior 
Football Club -  Are you turning 
14 in 2010?  Parkside Junior 

http://www.asthma.org.au/
http://www.asthmafriendlyschools.org.au/
mailto:puretennis@hotmail.com

