
 

Issue No. 34 
5th November, 2009 

 

 

Poppies for Remembrance Day (11th November) are on sale at the office before 

and after school. 

  

 

GREETINGS FROM KERRIE 
Student Achievement 

5th in Victoria – Congratulations Nino Lazarro! 

Last week, Nino reached the Victorian State Athletics finals and competed in his event, the 1500 

metre race.  Out of 16 finalists, Nino came an excellent 5th.  Nino seems to do all his competing 

and racing on natural ability alone.  Nino’s Dad, Tony, tells me that he doesn’t even do athletics 

outside of school but anyone who is around at recess and lunchtimes can observe the speed and 

stamina of Nino as he flies all over the school grounds playing his beloved footy.  Well done Nino, 

we are very proud of you!  Fantastic student achievement! 

 

Unfortunate accident 

On Melbourne Cup Day, some young people were in our school grounds and unfortunately for 

one of them, they seriously injured themselves whilst accessing parts of the school.  Police and 

ambulance were in attendance and resulted in the young person being admitted to hospital.  

The school building was also damaged and requires repairs.  Whilst I am very concerned that the 

young person has been injured, I am gratefully relieved that it was not a fatality. 

    

I would like to remind our community that the school grounds are out of bounds on non-school 

days for this very reason of safety.  Please talk with your children about their responsibilities of 

keeping themselves and their friends safe, as they move about our local community.  What might 

IMPORTANT SCHOOL DIARY DATES 
 

Friday 10th October - Junior Swimming commences for 8 weeks each Friday 

Friday 6th November - LAST DAY for Mango orders and money 

Wednesday 11th Nov. - Book Fair Begins (see page 3) 

Tuesday 17th Nov. - Italian Day (see pages 4-6) 

Wednesday 18th Nov. - Book Fair Ends 

Monday 23rd Nov. - Policy & Finance – Staffroom -7.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m. 

Thursday 26th Nov. - Cultural Performance No. 4 

Friday 27th Nov. - Ready Set Go Program No. 1 – 9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m. 

 - Last Day for Junior Swimming 

Friday 4th December - Ready Set Go Program No. 2 – 9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m. 

Monday 7th Dec. - An Evening of the Arts from 4.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m. 

Tuesday 8th December - Ready Set Go Program No. 3 – 9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m. 

 - Grade 6 Transition to High School Day 

Monday 14th Dec. - Grade 6 Graduation 



seem like harmless fun amongst of group of young people at the time can often result in a serious 

injury.  The school is not available as a play area on non-school days and police will be called to 

investigate if trespassers are found on school premises. 

  

My thanks to our neighbours, Doug and Sharon, (Electra and Magnus’ Dad and Mum) who 

noticed the disturbance and went to investigate. 

 

2010 Student Enrolments 

I am currently in the process of finalising enrolment numbers for 2010.  If you are aware of any 

families in our area who are yet to enrol their child at school for 2010, could you please 

encourage them to make contact with us as soon as possible so that a place can be made for 

their child for 2010. 

   

Leaving the school? 

Also to assist us in determining final numbers for 2010, if you intend to leave the school at the end 

of this year, please let the office know as soon as possible.  

 

Warm Regards, 

Kerrie 
 

PUPIL OF THE WEEK 
LA9 - Amy C  & Mia O 
LA10 - Tahlia B & Miles F 
LA14 - Hannah K & Miri W 
LA11 - Leon T 
LA12 - Marco B & Tanaya D 
LA1 - Jordan O’C & Grace N 
LA2 - Zoe N  &  Frank M & 
  Shani C 
LA3 - Emily C  & Roy M 
LA4 - Sophie F & Zhen L 
LA13 - Sam C  & Max H 

 
 
 

 

VICTORIAN STATE ATHLETICS FINALS by Nino Lazzaro 
On Monday 26th October, I went to Olympic Park (near the Bubble Stadium and the MCG) to 

compete in the State 1500 metre race.  I came fifth out of 16 people.  The person who got the 

best time was a 10 year old girl called Laura.  She ran a kilometre and a half in 4.57 minutes.  I was 

really nervous before the race but I did my best. 



LOST/MISSING SCOOTERS 
We have two cases of missing scooters. 

 

One scooter is a brand new Ultra Pro Razor, silver with black handles and grey wheels.  It has red, 

grey and black colours on the base.  The steering tube is fixed and not height adjustable.  This is 

the second time this child has had his scooter taken from the shed and obviously both he and his 

parents are very distressed about it.  If found or you know its whereabouts, please let the office 

know immediately. 

 

The other one was left in the bike shed on Friday night.  It is a blue MADDGEARS scooter with 

Sophie Fox engraved on it.  If found please let the office know. 

 

Could children and parents make sure their scooters or bikes are engraved with their names and 

contact numbers.  Children need to ensure they do not leave their scooters or bikes in the bike 

shed overnight or on weekends. 

 

BOOK FAIR IS COMING!  
Each year Scholastic Books help us organise a book fair in the school. It 

is open after school and anyone can come in to buy books. They range 

from novels to picture story books to activity books and kits. There are 

often some good bargains and many of Scholastic’s latest releases in 

children’s literature are available. The school is able to take a 

percentage of our takings in books. It is usually a very worthwhile event 

for all. 

 

When: It will arrive next Wednesday, 11th November and leave the following 

Wednesday, 18th November. Last day of business will be Tuesday 17th 

November. The Fair will be open for business from 3:30 to 4:15.  

 

Where: In the Hall.  The Hall WILL NOT be available for play 

 

Who:  Everyone! (Don’t forget that books make great Christmas presents!) 

 

I will need some help during the afternoons of the Book Fair. Please fill in the form below 

and return to me in LA12. 

 

Cheers, 

Dora 

" ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

BOOK FAIR HELPERS 

 

I can help out on the afternoon/s circled below 

 

Name: _______________________________________________ Tel:  ______________________   

 

Child:  _______________________________________________ LA: _____ 

 

Wednesday 11th November    Thursday 12th November 

 

Friday 13th November     Monday 16th November 

 

Tuesday 17th November 



LOST PROPERTY 
The baskets are overflowing again.  Please ask children to check and see if their missing clothes 

are here.  They will be displayed in the Hall passageway on Monday.  With the weather getting 

warmer children take off jumpers and extra tops and most times forget where they have left them.  

Please make sure all clothing and property is labelled as this makes it easier for items to be 

returned to their owners! 

 

ITALIAN UPDATE 

THE COUNTDOWN TO OUR ITALIAN DAY BEGINS! 
 

Ciao a tutti! 

Yes! An Italian Day is being organised for Tuesday, 17th November. 

 

It will be a day where the students will be immersed in the Italian language through a variety of 

cultural activities. Some of the activities most students can look forward to are: Soccer with 18 

soccer coaches, Bocce with Bocce players, Tarantella Dancing with Dance Focus, Puppet 

Making, Michelangelo’s Artists, Waiter’s Race and much moreJ!  

 

The theme for our day will be:  'La Festa Italiana!’ 

 

The children are required to come to school dressed in a character or famous Italian they have 

learned about in Italian. Ideas to consider could include: Pinocchio, Il Pappagallo, La Befana, 

Michelangelo, Da Vinci, soccer players etc.  If this is too difficult, children may dress in neat casual 

attire representing the colours of the Italian flag which are: VERDE - Green    BIANCO - White   

Rosso - Red. 

 

PLEASE DO NOT HIRE ANY COSTUMES. THIS IS NOT NECESSARY! 

 

ON THE DAY 

All students will be immersed in 3-4 different cultural activities throughout the day and will also be 

taking part in a Grand Finale event at the end of the day. 

 

It promises to be a fun filled day with lots of different activities to immerse the children in the Italian 

language and culture.  

 

Due to the nature of activities and having different organisations attending our special day, there 

is a levy which will need to be paid from each student to cover the costs of the day.  

 

The cost is as follows. 

 

ALL STUDENTS need to pay $4.50 for the day’s activities – please note that this does not include 

pizza lunch and gelato.  For each slice of pizza add $1.00 and gelato add $1.50. 

 

If your child/children would like a pizza lunch and gelato please see the order form below. Please 

complete the slip provided and send this together with the money in an envelope to your child’s 

classroom teacher by Friday the 13th November at the latest.  

 

A brief outline of the day 

A whole school assembly will be held at 9:10 in school hall. This assembly involves a special 

opening ceremony with a special guest and school parade.  

 

Activities commence at 9:45 a.m. and students will be rotating through different activities during 

the day. 

 



Commencing at approximately 2:50, the whole school will assemble for our Grand Finale event!-

pending on the weather. 

 

All children will need to wear comfortable shoes on our Italian Day. Shoes suitable for lots of 

movement.  Runners or sneakers are preferred.  

 

Even though it is a dress up day, all children are still required to wear a hat, as some activities will 

be outdoors. 

 

Please keep the weather in mind for your costume and please do not allow your child to bring 

expensive/precious items to school. 

 

PLEASE remember that if your child does not wish to have the pizza lunch, they will need to bring 

their lunch on the day. 

 

The Italian Newspaper ‘Il Globo’ has been invited to our day - so smile everyoneJ!! 

 

Hopefully the sun will shine for us on the day and I am looking forward to a great day on Tuesday 

17th November. If it rains, we go to Plan BJ!! 

 

Please stay tuned next week for a more detailed outline of our Italian Day including a timetable of 

the day’s activities and much moreJ! 

 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT THE ITALIAN ACTIVITY DAY LEVY and/or LUNCH ORDERS ARE PAID BY FRIDAY 

13TH NOVEMBER SO THAT ORGANISATIONS CAN BE PAID AND PIZZA/GELATO ORDERS CAN BE 

MADE. 

 

NO MORE ORDERS FOR THE SPECIAL LUNCH WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THE 13TH OF NOVEMBER. 

 

AIUTO! (HELP) 

A huge grazie to all parents who have volunteered to help us out on our Italian Day, especially 

those helping to organise our special lunch and gelato. A roster will be sent to you next week. If 

you would like to help please leave a note at the office or if you can, come and join me in the 

Italian Room on Monday morning straight after assembly to discuss this special day. Remember, 

the more help we get, the more we can offer our students.  

 

Also, if there are any parents who would like to assist us with the collation of the lunch orders (slips 

below) as they come into the school, can you please see me on Monday straight after assembly. 

We will need to collect all orders of pizza and gelato as these come in to avoid problems later. I 

will need some parents to do this especially on the Wednesday, Thursday and the Friday when I 

do not attend the school. 

  

Please excuse the lateness of levy due to the waiting for parent assistance for our special day. 

Thanking you in anticipation. 

 

Think this is all for now. I know there is a lot of information.J If you have any queries about Italian or 

about our Italian Day, please feel free to see at school on either on Monday or Tuesday. 

 

GRAZIE MILLE FOR YOUR CONTINUING SUPPORT, 

SIGNORINA ROSA. 

Italian Teacher and Co-ordinator. 

 

 

 

  



ITALIAN DAY 2009 
Last day for orders is Friday 13th of November 

Please return to your child’s classroom teacher 

 

 

 

Student’s Name:  ___________________________________________________  LA:  __________ 

 

Cost of Activities for every child:    $4.50 

 

One Slice Margarita Pizza:     $1.00 

 

Two Slices Margarita Pizza:     $2.00 

 

Lemon or Chocolate Gelato:    $1.50 

        --------- 

Total Ordered:        Amount Enclosed:  $_________ 

        ===== 

 

If your child is not ordering pizza please remember they will need to bring their lunch with them. 

 

IF YOUR CHILD HAS AN ALLERGY TO SPECIFIC FOOD, PLEASE WRITE THIS IN THE SPACE PROVIDED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature:  __________________________________________________________________ 

 

" ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
COMMUNITY NEWS 
AUDITORY PROCESSING ς OVERLOOKED AND UNDERESTIMATED???   The Merri Creek P.S. Parent Support Group 
would like to invite all interested people to a talk by experienced paediatric audiologist, Lesley Tan.  Lesley has a 
passion for helping teachers, parents and other professionals to increase their understanding of auditory processing 
problems and developing strategies to assist. 
DATE: 8 pm, Tuesday 10 November 
VENUE: Merri Creek Primary School, corner of Ida Street and Miller Street, Nth Fitzroy. Enter via main door, Ida St. 
An auditory processing difficulty may present in a number of ways. For instance it may be a factor in children who: 
¨     are behind with reading or have poor literacy skills 
¨     do not pay attention well or have difficulty concentrating 
¨     ƘŀǾŜ ΨǎŜƭŜŎǘƛǾŜΩ ŘŜŀŦƴŜǎǎ ƻǊ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘ ear infections that affect their hearing 
¨     are distractible, unsettled, or show off or clown around in school 
¨     ŎŀƴΩǘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ 
Lesley will speak for an hour and will be happy to answer your questions.  Optional gold coin donation.  (This 
presentation is being sponsored by the Merri Creek P.S. Parent Support Group.  If possible and in order to ensure 
adequate seating and catering it would be appreciated if those attending could RSVP to Karen, email: 
baska4@yahoo.com.au 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Local Babysitter  
Ruby George 

15 years old , Year 10 at Northcote High  

Experienced  & St Johnõs First Aid Training 

$10/hour  - References available upon request  

Contact: 9480 5906  
 

mailto:baska4@yahoo.com.au


ADVERTISEMENTS 
The Dept. of Education does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser or notice contained 
in this newsletter.  No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education or this school for the accuracy of 
information contained in advertisements or claims made by them.  

 

 
DO YOU PLAY AN INSTRUMENT?  WANT TO JOIN A ROCK AND 
POP BAND?  Want to play GIGS on the BIG stages?  Want to Write and 
RECORD your own Songs?  Are YOU 5 ð 18 years old?    Beginners & 
intermediate musicians are welcome to join one of our Training Bands! 

Instructed by professional musicians.   Sessions are starting in your area in Term 4 be quick to confirm your spot!!! 
10% Discount for all new students!!!  Guitarists, Bass Players, Keyboardists, Singers and Drummers Wanted!  Web - 
www.learningmusicaustralia.com.au  Email ð rockandpop@bigpond.com  ENROL NOW! Ph 1300 020532 
         

 
RHYTHM, RHYME and PLAY TIME 
This group is for parents and their babies and children up to the age of 3 where the parent has 
a mental illness. 

               
 
The group will provide time to sing and play with your baby or child.  Learn new songs and rhymes to enjoy at 
home with your baby or child.   Enjoy story-time together and positively develop your childõs social skills.  Enjoy 
play activities together with your baby or child.  Parent(s) and children - birth to 3 years old welcome 
WHEN: Wed 11th Nov - Wed 16th Dec 2009 
TIME:  1.30 pm-3.00 pm 
WHERE: Anglicare Victoria 239 Murray Road Preston 
COST:   Free 
WEAR: Comfy Clothes 
Contact:        Sian Roberts: Anglicare Family Services: 8470 9999 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
"Lea's Performing Arts",  local performing arts school for Primary School children. Classes include acting, singing, 
theatre sports and movement. From 2nd of February 2010, every Saturday morning during school term in Preston 
area. For more information or to secure a place, please email Lea at leaporcaro@hotmail.com or call 9442 3952.  
  

  APS  XMAS MAKERS  MARKET 
 

Friday  6
th

 November 2009 from 7 - 10 pm 

 

Come and enjoy a glass of wine & some cheese 

while finding a Quality Handcrafted Christmas 

Gift made by local Crafts people 

 

Gift wrapping service available 

(small fee) 

 

Child Free event 

Alphington Primary School, Yarralea Street (mel 

31A10) 

mailto:rockandpop@bigpond.com
mailto:leaporcaro@hotmail.com

