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IMPORTANT SCHOOL DIARY DATES
Tues 12ih-Thurs 14th - NAPLAN Testing for Grades 3 & 5
Tues 12t May - Grade 1/2 Excursion to Dromkeen
Mon 18t-Fri 22nd May - Education Week
Tuesday 19th May - Tri-skills Gymnastics (Prep-4) starts
Mon 18-Thurs 21st May - Grade 5/6 Camp
Thurs 28t May - Tri-skills Dance (Gr 5-6) starts
Tuesday 2nd June - Grade 5/6 Excursion to Immigration Museum
Monday 8th June - Public Holiday — No School for Students
Friday 12 June - Statewide Reporting Day — No Students at School

GREETINGS FROM KERRIE

Student Achievement

Congratulations to Pandora Di Costantino on being selected into the Northern Zone
Representative Soccer Team. Pandora is an outstanding athlete and her soccer skills are
something to see!

‘On Demand Testing’ - All Grade 3 - 6 students

On Demand assessment is an online resource for teachers to assess student achievement in a
range of subject areas — our students worked on tests in numeracy and reading. The tasks are
marked immediately by the computer, and many of our students progressed to the next level of
difficulty, and therefore worked on a new test.

Tests link fo the outcomes of the Victorian Essential Learning Standards (VELS) and many of our
students are achieving at above their expected level. With this assessment information, teachers
are able tfo identify strengths or weaknesses of individual students, corroborate teacher
judgements, and assist in forward planning of teaching programs.

A very successful Open Day!

Our school was ‘abuzz’ with the energy and enthusiasm from our students who were so very
excited to be showing their parents/carers, grandparents and friends, the high quality learning
that they had achieved in their classes to date.

Karen (AP) and | enjoyed going (squeezing actually!) into all the classrooms throughout the day
and the evening with our prospective prep parent tours to find children proudly showing off their
work and having chats with their teachers.

We saw literacy groups in action in the Preps; exploring how to weigh things in another Prep class;
exploring abstract art with the year 6’s in the art room; conversational dialogue written infto comic
strip characters in Italian with the 1/2 classes (fantasticol); microbiology and the outdoor



investigation of rust with the 5/6’s in Science; role plays exploring strategies for dealing with
bullying in the ‘Bounce Back’ program — social skills P-6 in the 2/3 class; and manipulating shapes
in mathematics using the interactive whiteboard and computers in the computer lab with the
grade 3/4’s.

Thank you to all our parents/carers and relatives, who were able to come along and make it such
a successful day.

Prospective Parent Tours

Karen (Assistant Principal), and | conducted tours for prospective parents and we had over 45
parents on the tours throughout the day. We received many positive comments as we moved
around our school and some of the parents decided to enrol on the spot at the end of the tour.
One parent reported back to one of our teachers the following:

“I was most impressed with the school, it had a great feel and the teachers seemed very warm
and dedicated and 'real'l”

Thank you all staff and students, for your efforts in showcasing our school inside and outside, on
Open Day/Night. | was very proud of you alll!

‘Outstanding School with Outstanding Teachers’ - Professor Peter Sullivan

Last week, on Thursday, we invited Professor Peter Sullivan, from Monash University to come into
our school to observe the teachers and students during Maths lessons. Peter is a Professor of
Numeracy and is one of the academics involved in providing a number of professional
development workshops and seminars to teachers and Principals in the Achievement
Improvement Zone Project.

The model for the day was that Peter would go into a class along with two or three other teachers
and myself and observe a teacher and the students in the Maths lesson. Demonstrating teachers
were instructed to run ‘an ordinary lesson’, in other words, not to go out of their way to prepare an
extraordinary lesson.

After the teaching session, the teachers would meet together with Peter and participate in giving
and receiving constructive feedback about the lesson. Then the teacher who had been
demonstrating would go into one of the ‘observers’ class to parficipate in observing with the other
teachers and then participate in the feedback session as an observer.

It can be very daunting to have your peers, Principal and a Professor come into your room to
observe you but we met prior to this and ensured participating staff that the purpose was to affirm
good practice and seek ways to improve our lesson structure and delivery.

We only had time for 4 ‘demonstration’ lessons on the day, so 4 very brave teachers volunteered
(Ross; Rosemary; Niki Skoullos and Heather — a big thank you and outstanding work all of you!). All
teachers had the opportunity to be an observer on the day.

At the end of the day, we held a staff meeting to discuss the day together and where to go from
here. Peter will write a report and send to us and we are looking forward to receiving his official
report. Here are some of the comments from Peter’s feedback at the staff meeting, of his overall
impressions of the demonstrating teachers, lessons and students.

All teachers demonstrated their skill in drawing out responses from the children, not ‘telling’ the
children.

All lessons observed demonstrated a great deal of openness in that it allowed the children to be
creative in their responses and thus they were more engaged in the learning task and
encouraged to take risks and make their own decisions.

All teachers gave children TIME to answer.

All feachers made the goals of each lesson very clear, the activities very clear and connected to
the goals and thus it was not ambiguous for the children.



All teachers REALLY listened to children.

All teachers connected the day’s learning to past learning and prior lessons, for the children,
therefore providing links and confinuity to other learning.

All teachers connected the learning to life experiences.

All children were very articulate in their responses. This was in direct relation to the richness of the
learning experiences and opportunities provided for them in the lessons by the teachers.

All teachers reported back that they enjoyed the opportunity to go info another class and
observe and learn from their colleagues as well as participate in the feedback process. The
teachers who were demonstrating reported that although it was a little anxiety-provoking to do
the demonstration, they found it a very supportive and rewarding process. It was a fantastic day
and provided rich professional learning opportunities for the teachers to reflect on their practices
with their peers.

We plan to continue to explore ways to open up our practices to each other, to acknowledge
excellent practice, to learn from each other. We will continue the improvement process around
teaching and learning to ultimately improve student achievement at our school and importantly,
to model to our children that we are all a community of learners. Well done all staff and students.

Bike Shed Guidelines Reminder - Travel to and from school

Children riding to school must wear a helmet. The responsibility for children riding bicycles to and
from school lies with the parents/carers. Road safety authorities recommend that before the age
of nine or ten years (Grade 4), children should not ride a bicycle in traffic without adult supervision.
Depending on their cycling skills and experience, some children over this age may still require
supervision.

Children under the age of twelve may ride on footpaths, as may a supervising adult. They are
required to give way to pedestrians and to wheel their bicycles over pedestrian and children’s
crossings. Children aged twelve years or older are required by law to ride on the road.

At School
Bike entrances: Helen Street gate nearest the pedestrian crossing

Henry Street gate
Please use these gates for bikes and scooters. These gates have a direct route to the shed and
leave ample room for other cyclists and pedestrians to move safely and freely once in the school
grounds. The main entrance to school does not lead directly to the shed and we will reserve that
for pedestrians only. Hawthorn Road is a one way street and the footpath narrow, therefore we
believe it is safer to use the above gates.

Children will dismount and walk their bikes through the gate and walk to the Bike Shed. | strongly
encourage all cyclists to lock their bikes to the rails provided to protect from theft. Although the
shed is secure from the playground side, the boundary fence is not secured. Bikes and scooters
are stored at the owner’s risk.

Once bikes are secure, children are to leave the shed until it is hometime. Children are not
permitted to be in the shed at any other time, and only bike or scooter riders are to be in there at
all, and only to drop off or collect their bike or scooter.

Prep Enrolments for 2010

On most Tuesdays of this term, | will continue to take tours of the school for prospective prep
parents. Our tours are booked out until July, and we are receiving calls on an almost daily basis
from parents interested in our wonderful school. If you have children currently attending NPS,
have a preschooler AND you haven't yet enrolled for next year, please call in to the office and
pick up an enrolment form, or download one from the website. We would like to have enrolments
for preps in by the end of this term so we can start planning for 2010.

Warm regards!
Kerrie



COMMUNITY PROJECTS FOR SCHOOL COUNCIL

Have you got a great idea for our school that requires resources? Have you been thinking about
an idea that you think would improve the learning environment of our school?

The Policy and Finance sub-committee of the School Council is the
representative committee that makes recommendations to
School Council on budget expenditure. School funds raised by
the fundraising group are distributed

to various projects throughout the
£ vear. Projects are directly related to
improving learning outcomes and
opportunities for our students, and/or
improving the school environment.
e 2¥ Recent projects have included new =~ 8. Por e
library shelving, cooking equipment for students, and the quiet area o P,
snakes and landscaping.

What to do:

Download the submission form from the school website (see address below) — this has criteria to
assist you

Discuss your idea with a group of interested people who can be part of the project

Nominate a Project Coordinator

Ask questions — please contact myself or a P&F member

Get quotes for the work

Submit project application with all supporting documentation by Wednesday 10" June

The committee will meet on this date to read applications and make recommendations for
projects for council approval.

Good Luck!

Karen Rush
Policy & Finance Convenor

School Website: www.northcoteps.vic.edu.au

FROM THE ART ROOM ...

Dear Parents and Guardians, <‘ .
Most of the school is working on construction/sculpture this term. If you have \‘ >
any boxes, cardboard and interesting bits and pieces that you could donate to ‘
the Art Room, it would be much appreciated!!!

Many regards, Sharon, Art Room Teacher

WATER WISE GARDEN

The Water Wise Garden, along the Hawthorn Street fence is to be planted on Wednesday 20t
May. Children will be helping to plant however we can’t be specific about what time a particular
child or class will be helping out, but would welcome any parents able to join in.

Time: from 2.00 am. Meet at Vegetable Garden. Any questionsg Rosemary Owen. (LA2)


http://www.northcoteps.vic.edu.au/




PUPIL OF THE WEEK

LA9 - Harry L

LA10 - Cecilia& Luca

LA11 - Kon

LA12 - Coco

LA14 - Ben H & RoryB

LA1 - Alexander Mc & Frankie G & Jessie T
LA2 - Zach R & Frank M & Liam O & Beatrice L
LA3 - James D & Alexandra M

LA4 - Max O

LA13 - Jack H& Irene S

Italian - Esther B (LA3) & Raph C - H (LA1)

Art - Courtney, Leon & Zak (LA13)

- RubyJane (LA4)
- Frank M & Tali F (LA2)

COMMUNITY WATER GRANT

In 2008 we received $50,000 from the Federal Government to promote water saving in our school
and to install a number of water saving devices. The works for this grant are nearing complehon
The following have been installed: ;

New drinking tap bubblers for outside for students

Six taps in toilets with fimed push buttons

One 2000L rainwater tank to water our veggie garden

2x5000L rainwater tanks to provide water to the boys’ toilets
Dual flush systems installed in staff and visitor’s toilets

A smart meter to provide consumption data of water to our site

4 Waterwise Garden

At the Northern end of our playground, near LA11 there has also been a
garden installed. Children will assist gardeners from Ceres to plant out this
area with plants that require a minimum amount of water. We look forward
to seeing the improvement this will bring.

Education Component

In Term 1 the whole school as part of their Investigation, focussed on
water.

Students from Prep to Year4 began the topic by watching a
performance of Cloudia Raindrop and Friends. This play was presented
by Yarra Valley Water and traces a raindrop’s journey through the water
cycle. Important water saving ftips for saving water at home were
mentioned throughout the performance. This performance was a good
way for the classes to begin their unit about water.




Students from Years 5 and é had an incursion from Ceres. This speaker covered topics such as
where Melbourne’s water supply comes from, how water is tfreated for our consumption as well as
many of the areas covered in the Yarra Valley performance.

During the term students enjoyed investigations about water in all areas of the curriculum e.g.
reading, writing, maths and IT. They learnt an amazing amount about how to conserve water both
at school and at home and have taken home ftips about saving water. They also watched with
interest the installation of the water saving devices at school.

Rosemary Owen

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS ACTIVITIES 2008-2009

The Buildings and Grounds Committee developed a Master Plan in 2007 to assist in project
planning for the school grounds. The Committee is also working on a Green strategy to infroduce
an environmental reckoning component in the school decision making process.

Projects from the Master Plan completed in 2008:

M Bike shed
1 Quiet area (Helen street side of school) straw bale seating, granitic sand surface
1 Gardening group - planting, ongoing maintenance of planted areas, vegetable garden beds

Other Committee activities: L

1 Rosemary Owen has overseen the administration of the Community Water {H
Grant: installation of water tanks, water wise plumbing improvements, water [l
wise garden through funding, organisation of excursions/incursions and z
purchase of educational materials.

1 Selection and purchase of new refrigerator for school kitchen.

1 Supervision of working bees.

)l

Participation on consultation for Grade 5/6 area redevelopment.
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We have developed a list of projects we would like to work on to contfinue the implementation of

the Master Plan. Funding applications for some or all of these will be submitted in the 2009
Community projects program:

1 Helen St/Hawthorn Rd corner fencing, to include sandpit area — 500mm approx high fence with
seating edge. To retain the sand, provide extra seating and enhance appearance of area.
Fencing to continue down Hawthorn Rd boundary to end of water wise garden.

1 Vegetable garden extension — more beds to be built, and planted. Funding to cover sail,

plants, manure.

Playground outside canteen —seating/barrier to retain tanbark in play area.

Seating - replace existing seating in poor state of repair and identify locations for new seating

and tables. This will be longer term project, implemented as funds become available.

Turf — further allocation to Turf Fund

Install a permanent gas Barbecue attached to existing external gas pipe on western wall of
canteen.

= =
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These projects have been externally funded -
National Solar Schools — installation of solar panels, climate mitigation tasks —
Commonwealth funding.

Planting of water wise garden — from Community Water Grant.

Most of this work has been done by volunteer labour from our school
community — and wouldn't happen otherwise. Thank you for the time and
energy you have devoted to our school. You have all made such a
differencelll

Building and Grounds Committee




Mother’s Day is on this Sunday!illl

“Helen’s Harvest” Cookbook
So far we have sold an amazing 200 copies in the last week! If you
would like to order a copy of the "Helen's Harvest” cookbook,
please fill in the form below. It includes favourite family recipes,
tried and tested by our passionate home cooks. Vegetarian, non-
vegetarian and kid friendly recipes. Fabulous fete salad-bar
recipes, by popular demand The costis $15.00 each.

A special stall will be operating outside the main Hall Entrance this
Friday from 8.50 to 9.10 a.m. and 3.20 to 3.40 p.m. Jams, quince
paste, calico bags and bric-a-brac will also be on sale.

P Sorry, Xavier Kelly (LA2)!
11 { The Recipe Book Team would like to apologise
i [ | for a mistake made on the acknowledgments , e
page of Helen's Harvest. The drawing on page 5,?].3&-.5 &
43 (the Salads & Vegetables chapter i >
introductory page) was by Xavier Kelly, and not VeBetab]es
his sister Hannah (who did the drawing on page | '1{ L !
11 for the Soups chapter). We're very sorry for ‘ }
any disappointment caused and have [

reproduced Xavier's drawing here to clear up |
any confusion.

Thanks again for the wonderful drawings from all
the kids involved!
The Recipe Book Team.

Helen’s Harvest Order Form

Name:

Childs Name: LA:

Teacher:

Contact number:

No. of copies: o Tick for pre-wrapping

Total cost: (Include $1 for wrapping per book)

Cash / Cheque (Cheques payable to Northcote Primary School)

THANKS FROM THE COOKBOOK LAUNCH ORGANISING COMMITTEE J



UPCOMING EVENTS & COSTS FOR 2009

Just a quick update on some of the events and associated costs that will be happening
throughout the year.

Prep| Yr1 | Yr2 | Yr3 | Yrd4 | Yr5 | Yr6 | When
*Compulsory Books 90 90 90 90 90 90 90 | Term lone
*Books- EMA 12.65| 12.65| 12.65| 12.65| 12.65| 12.65| 12.65| Term lone
*Cultural Performance 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 | Term lone
ICT Levy 100 100| 100| 100( 100| 100| 100| Term lone
ICT Levg EMA 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 | Term lone
Voluntary Contribution 30 30 30 30 30 30 30| Term 1 one
Excursions Cost aries:approximately $15.0025.00 | Up to one per term
Sport 45 45 45| Term 12 & 4
Camp Grade-3 265| 265 Terml
Camp Grade-b 292| 292| Term 2

Tri Skills; Prep to Gr 4 27.50( 27.50| 27.90 | 27.50| 27.50 18 18| Term 2

Whole School Sports Term3

School Photos Term 3¢ Varying Prices
Camp Grade-2 80 80 Term 3

Life Education 10 10 10 10 10 Term3

SwimmingGr3 -6 70 70 70 70| Term 3

Whole School Photo 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 | Term 4 (approXx. cost)
Swimming Junior 80 80 80 Term 4

Italian Day Approximately $15.0¢ Term 4

End of Year excursion 30 30| Term 4

SCHOOL COMMUNITY NEWS

MISSING & Nintendo DS Game card (4gb) containing 100 games. Disappeared from the lockers
outside LA2 beween recess and lunchtime on 23 ™ April. If found please return to Tali in LA2.

PARENTS VICTORIA ONLINE CONFERENCE 2009 & Parents Victoria will host its third online
conference, from 18 to 24 May, 2009. The conference provides a forum for all parents to discuss

key issues such as school attendance, cyber bullying, etc. Parents can join this free online discussion
via an internet -connected computer with a browser.  The conference open s from 6.00 a.m. on Monday
18 May until midnight Sunday 24 May, 2009. Parents wishing to participate in t he conference are
required to register online at  http://www.cybertext.net.au/pv09.htm The conference website will be
open on 18 May at http://www.cybertext.net.au/pv109 Further information can be obtained from the
Parents Victoria website at  http://www.parentsvictoria.asn.au/
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