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IMPORTANT SCHOOL DIARY DATES
Thurday 21st May - Grade 5/6 Camp Return
Sat 23 May - Working Bee from 12.30 to 4.00 p.m.
Monday 25 t May - Fundraising Meeting 0 8.00 p.m. & Northcote Social Club
Tuesday 26t May - Triskills Gymnastics (Prep -4) starts
Thursday 28t May - Cross Country
Tuesday 2 June - Grade 5/6 Excursion to Immigration Museum
Monday 8 th June - Public Holiday & No School for Students
Friday 12" June - Statewide Reporting Day 6 No Students at Scho ol
Wednesday 17 t June - Prep-Grade Two Fairytales Incursion
Friday 26" June - Prep 2010 Enrolment Forms Due
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LUNCH ORDERS

If your child is playing sport on Fridays, please do not organise a lunch order for them. They will
need to bring their lunch  as the children eat at around 12.30 p.m. and the lunch orders do not
arrive until 1.30 -ish.

If you do not have a current price list, one can be downloaded from www.lunchestogrow.com.au

TRI SKILLS GYMNASTE

The Gymnastics Program was unable to start this week as planned o it will
commence next Tuesday and a 6catch upo
241 June.



http://www.lunchestogrow.com.au/

CAMPING NEWS

Day 1 - The campers arrive safe and well and g et into the swing (literally) of it straight away.
Some of us were on the giant swing, others doing archery whilst another group were
on the photo trail.  We all slept extremely well the first night after the big night hike.
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Day 2 - We again got organised to do horse riding, photo t r ai | and archery.
apparently wanted to be in the lead and decided to take off to the front of the
pack. Tonight we sat around a campfire and talked about the horses we had
ridden.
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GREETINGS FROM KERRIE

Information re Influenza HIN1 (Swi ne Flu)

As you may be aware, Victoria has confirmed two new cases of Influenza HIN1 d two boys aged
12 and 10 ¢ taking to three the number of cases in the same family. The younger boys attend
Clifton Hill Primary School and the older boy attends a local s econdary school.

Health officials say the oldest boy has not been at school long enough during his infectious stage
to warrant a rollout of anti  -viral medication at that school.

| have been in contact with the Department of Education and have also spok en to the Chief
Health Officer for advice regarding our community. The advice at this point is that Department of
Human Services (DHS) are dealing with people who have had direct contact with anyone who

has the confirmed Influenza HIN1 & Swine Flu.

TheDepart ment of Human Services (DHS) is continuing
schools on all appropriate action, and the Department of Education and Early Childhood

(DEECD) continues to work closely with DHS.

Parents of all children att he schools where the cases have been confirmed have been provided

with appropriate information.

DHS has notified the principal of the second school where a child has been affected and

appropriate actions are also being undertaken.

If any parents have any concerns about swine flu please refer to any of the following useful
resources:

Call the Swine Influenza Hotline Tel. 180 2007

Call Nurse-on-Call Tel. 1300 606 024 o for expert he alth information and advice (24 hours, 7
days)

Call your doctor (GP) @ if you have an influenza -like illness (fever, cough and fatigue)
particularly if you have travelled to Mexico or California, Arizona, New Mexico or Texas in the
past seven days.

Visit the Victorian Government Health Information Web site for up -to-dat e information for
schools, children, parents and the community: www.health.vic.gov.au

Standard good general health hygiene practices should continue to be practiced, such as
regular hand washing and covering nose and mouth if sneezing and coughing.

If children are unwell, parents are advised to keep children at home away from school and seek
medical attention and avoid public places and close contact with others.


http://www.health.vic.gov.au/

If your child appears unwell at school, we will ca Il you to come and collect your child to take
home until they have recovered fully.

DHS, in consultation with DEECD, will continue to monitor the situation and will provide further
advice to school communities as additional information becomes available.

Student Achievement
Well done Romeo, Prep LA14

I n Ni kids Prep/ 1 class, the children | earnt about t
Dayod. Young Romeo was so moved that when he went
letter to Kevin (ou r Prime Minister no less!) to let him know what he had learnt and he also drew a
picture about the Victorian Bushfires. Romeods mot h
drawing into an envelope and addressed it to Kevin, our Prime Minister, and po sted it to
Canberra.

They werenot really expect ihtiviay, Romgotréce rivgd, a vdryimporamt t h e
| et t Erom @nberra. It was from Kevin!

Mr Rudd thanked Romeo for his letter and commented that he hoped the apology on behalf of

the nati on would help heal the wounds of the past. Mr Rudd also agreed that the bushfires were

devastating with many people losing their lives and their homes and that the Government were

providing assistance to those families.

Mr Rudd pointed out that it was ext raordinary the feeling of community spirit of the Australian

people during those times which pulled together to support fellow Australians who lost so much.

Mr Rudd thanked Romeo for his letter and wished his family well.

Congratulations Romeo, for feeling so strongly that you wanted to express your feelings to our

Pri me Minister, Mr Rudd, and dgthihgsgrgw. say, from | itt

Well done 5/6 Campers

Al so as you read this, our wonder ful grade 5/ 6pcanm
down at Cape Schanck, changed children! We welcome back our intrepid adventurers who

have spent 4 solid days participating in high adventure activities.

I was down at the camp for a few days and was | uc
Programd the o6Trail Ri ded. For many of the studen
you can imagine the courage our students had to muster up to conquer their fears of climbing all

that way up to O6ride a horsed antsdskedhme jo redortackithat s o w
the 6horsesd were dawesomed and the food was good t

Thanks to the great instructors, the students learnt basic horse familiarity skills and developed their
understanding of animal handling. The other activities include d archery; rock climbing; flying fox;
giant swing; wildlife park and bush golf!

Well done all 5/6 campers!

Our Camping Staff & thank you

Camps cannot occur without the hard work and dedication of our teaching staff. A wonderful

camping experience requi  res detailed planning and organisation and then the implementation.

A huge thank you to  Ross Bennie, Camp Co -ordinator; Nicky McKinnon (grade 1/2 teacher) who
volunteered to attend to support Ross and the students as Linda (5/6 teacher) was absent unable

to attend; and Daniel Anderson |, grade 5/ 6 relief teacher (this i
school this year!).



Thank you also to Natasha , Teacher in training, who drove down after sitting her exams on
Monday to join the campers and provide her wonderfu | help.

Thank you parents dsupport o6staffdl

Camps are also more successful if we can reduce the child to adult ratio and provide a high level

of supervision and assistance for the children in the high adventure environment. Thank you to the

following pa rents who took time from work to support the staff and students and make the camp
agreatone: Matt Walsh ( Ru by 6 s Padl&igpe (Maddy and Bri gi d 86 s D a Hénk Ritmam d
(Mathil debés Dad) .

Welcome to our Teachers In Training

We have a number of teache  rs in training in our school over the remaining weeks of term 2. Some
teachers in training are only her e for a day per week whilst others are completing block teaching
rounds. Welcome to:

Marianthi, Esther, Polly, Natasha, Peter, Vanessa, Laura, Paul, Lisa, Magi, James, Jack, Lauren,
Grace, Lauren, Sarah, Yeo, and Yi Zhou. We hope they enjoy their time at Northcote Primary
School!

Warm regards!

Kerrie
PUPIL OF THE WEEK
LA10 - Demetri S
LAl1l - Whole Class
LA12 - Alec J
LA14 - Ava
LAl - Nino & Winnie
LA2 - AngusB & Alorah & Harry H
LA3 - Kierah & JordanP
LA4 - All Campers
LA13 - All Campers
Italian - Jack S (LA9)

- Pascale (LA12)

Art - Harry (LA9)
- Shani (LA2)
Office - Sophie O & Kelly N



ITALIAN UPDATE

Ciao A Tutti (Hi everyone)! This week we ha ve a lot of Italian News.  Grazie to all the parents who
came to visit the Italian classes during Open Day. Your positive and rewarding comments were
much appreciated.

During the term, there have been some parents who have asked about extra Italian practi se for
their children. If you have the internet at home, visit:
www.education.vic.gov.au/languagesonline This program is an extra fun way for your child/ren

to practise and extent their Ital ian knowledge. It is a great language website filled with lots of
activities and games. Many of our students have already visited this site and | have received
positive comments from them. J

WHAT®S HAPPENI NG I N J TALI AN THI'S TERM

Grade Prep students haves t art ed the ©6Ecco Pinocchiod series
They are currently Il earning to sing O0Geppettods
competition work and we will learn to design and label our poster in Italian!

In Year 1/2 the students have started learning about The Days of The Week and where these
names come from. They are associating these days in Italian to the Planets and they are having

fun trying to learn these off by heart! Soon, we will start on the competition work and we will learn
to design a poster for Italian, learn to use The Italian/English Dictionary and then produce a final

copy of our poster all labelled in the Italian Language!

In Years 3/4 we are currently completing comic strips in Italian from last ter m. It has been a long
process but the final results speak for themselves. The students have had to learn greeting terms

and use these to create a comic. They have had to provide a draft, have this conferenced and

then produce a final copy. We have started working on the competition theme on The Days of
The Week and associating these to the Planets. Student will begin work this week.

In Year 5/6 we have completed an extended version of the comic strip from last term. The
students have worked hard on these. The results are fantastico and we had a lot of comments
from parents on The Open Day! We are now focused on the competition theme and learning
more about the days of the week and the planets!

BUT WAI T, THERE®6S MORE

Competition News:

The annual state -wide Dante Alighieri Society Poster Competition is happening and Northcote
Primary School will be entering yet again. We have experienced success over the last three years

in this competition receiving Honourable Mentions, Finalists and a 2 nd Placing in th e state for a
Year 6 student. | am hoping that we will have more students entering this year and hopefully
receive some more winners! J

All Northcote Primary School students will be given the opportunity to enter this competition. All
students have started working on the competition theme in class and will be encouraged to enter
this competition. All students who choose to enter will have their entry submitted and all those
who choose not to enter, will have their poster on display here at school.

The com petition theme is divided into two categories:

an

Grades Prep to Grade 2 = Guarda! Nel pozzo ho pesca

- All entries must have a minimum of 5 words not including the beginning sentence.

Grades 3 to 6 = Una Settimana di Pia nete (A Week of Planets)
-All posters must contain the picture and the message entirely on the front of the A3 sheet. It must
also include 5 sentences in Italian.


http://www.education.vic.gov.au/languagesonline

The entry is to be completed individually and on A3 size paper (that is, two A4 sheets of pa per put
together). No 3D entries will be accepted. The form of presentation is up to the student.

Competition prizes:

All prize winners will be required to attend a presentation evening at The University of Melbourne in

late September (date unknown at thi s stage), with family and friends welcome. There will be a
trophy, certificate and prize awarded to all first, second and third prize winners in each year level.

Each year level eg. Grade 3 will be competing against other Grade 3 students in Victoria. All prize

wi nners wil |l have their photo taken for the Italian
COST: The entry fee for this competition is $5.

Due Date: Monday 15th of June -no later.

Please discuss this competition with your child/ren as we have potential at NPS to do w ell in this
competition.

ITALIAN STUDENT COMMITTEE 2009!

Yes, due to popular demand, an Italian Day will be organized for Northcote Primary School!

Italian Student Committee: Si, there will be a committee this year. Applications from Grade 5 and

6 studen ts are now open and will CLOSE TUESDAY THE 2ND JUNBtudents are asked to write a

l etter to me expressing why they would |Iike to be
given to me beginning from this week. Results will be known by Tuesday the ot June.

This all sounds exciting! | wish all of our students the very best of fortuna (luck). More on these
competitions as the entries draw near. If you have any queries about the Italian Program here at
Northcote Primary, please feel free to see me at school on Monday or Tuesday. J

Grazie mille (many thanks) for your continuing support,
Signorina Rosa.
Italian Teacher and Co -ordinator.

ITALIAN COMPETITON:

The Dante Alighieri Competition Entry Fee is $5. If you wish your child to enter this competi  tion,

pl ease enclose $5 together with the slip below in
classroom teacher before  Monday the 15 ™ June 2009.-NO LATER.

Buona Fortuna (Good Luck) to all of our students who choose to enter.

THE DANTE ALIGHIERI SOCIETY JUNIOR POSTER COMPETITION.
Last day to enter is Monday 15th  t June. Entry Fee = $5

Yes, | wish my child to enter The Dante Alighieri Poster Competition.

Student s name: Grade: LA

Please find enclosed: $5.00. Thank you.

Parent/Guardian Signature:

Until ne xt time, Grazie mille (many thanks) for your continuing support.
Signorina Rosa, Italian Teacher and Coordinator.



CALLING THE SCHOOL

I f your <child is going to be away or has been away from
teacher. You need only ring the school office if your child has a contagious disease, e.g. chickenpox,

measles or headlice. If your child is going to be away from school for an extended period of time, please

send a note to the office including the dates he/she will be abs ent.

Chickenpox is hanging around again. If you are unsure of the symptoms or what to look for, please see the
sheet below.

Chicken pox is a viral infection with fever and skin spots

Skin spots are mostly seen on the central body, head and neck

The child is infectious for about 7 days, 2 days before until 5 days after the rash first appears

Children need to be kept away from school, kindergarten or child care until all the skin spots have
crusted over

Dry scabs are not infectious
Treatment is used to help the symptoms or prevent secondary bacterial infection in the spots

Chicken pox is a common infection caused by a virus (varicella-zoster). The child may be unwell for a day
or two with fever, then redness in the skin followed by widespread groups of small red bumps (purple or
brown in coloured skin) which over the next 2-4 days become blisters. The blisters become white with pus
for several days and then dry to a dark scab. The spots are most common on the central part of the body,
head and neck and less common on the arms and legs. The number of spots can vary. Children aged 2-10
years are most commonly affected. The fever and rash appear about two weeks after contact with an
infected person. Chicken pox is infectious from 2 days before the rash appears until 5 days after it first
appears. The dried scabs are not infectious. Once a person has had chicken pox, there is long lasting
immunity and a second attack is unlikely.

> > > >|>

To prevent infecting others, children need to be kept away from school, kindergarten or child care until all
the skin spots have crusted over. Although they are not part of the routine immunisation program, vaccines
for chicken pox are available. These are given in one dose to children over the age of 12 months.

Most children with chicken pox do not need any special anti-viral treatment. Treatment is used to control
the fever and prevent secondary bacterial infection of the skin spots. If bacterial infection does occur, then it
may result in scars. Bath oils that are both antibacterial and anti-itch may help. Antiseptics may be used on
the skin spots to prevent secondary bacterial infection.

Your Maternal and Child Health nurse Your pharmacist
Your family doctor A dermatologist
E 2002, Depart ment of Der matol ogy, St . Vincent 6s H

3065 Australia.



WATERWISE GARDEN

Yesterday morning people from CERES, lots of parents along with Rosemary planted out the
waterwise garden on the Hawthorn Road side of the school. Below are some photos showing you
how fantastic it looks. See the amazing transformation that has turned a desert into an oasis!!!!!!

L

REMINDER

Fundraising meeting to  plan our activities for the rest of the year at 8pm on Monday 25 May at the
Northcote Social Club.  Any questions, please call Emily on 0419 205 417.

SCHOOL COMMUNITY NEWS

Lost 6Leods red Razor Scooter went missingoORiomaBbDkwart
on the sides in black permanent mar ker . I f youbdve s
by mistake, please call me on 0419 350 696. Thanks! Marina

Lost & A round clear ball that is filled with pink glitter. If you find it cou Id you please hand it in to
the office. Thanks, Alorah

This is Lisa
Lisa and the choir at the Darebin Arts & Eritanment Centre on Saturday



