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GREETINGS FROM KERRIE 
Serious Fun at our Fete! 

Well our community didn’t let the threat of a little rain deter them from turning up to support our fete and it went 

right off amidst the visiting storms.  We had a great crowd through the gates as soon as 1.00pm rolled around.  

There had been a fantastic crew at the school from 7.30am on Saturday, dodging the clouds and rain to set up just in 

time, great work everyone! 

 

 Our village fair arose and filled with parents, friends and excited children and the smells of delicious cooking food 

and freshly brewed coffee floated across the yard. 

 

It was an outstanding success, especially considering the poor weather that was thrown our way all day and night! 

 

Thank you all 

There are so many people to thank individually and there is not quite enough room in the newsletter to mention 

everyone by name, so I am going to do a one big super thank you to all of our community (parents, children, staff, 

friends of parents and staff, ex-NPS students) for giving up your time, enlisting others, and generously supporting the 

success of our fete. 

 

In particular, the very hard work of the co-ordinators deserve acknowledgement. 

 

Thank you to our wonderful fete co-ordinators 

On behalf of our community, thank you to Sally Gilder and Helen Rainsford for their tireless work, enthusiasm, drive 

and energy to make our fete SERIOUS FUN!  3 cheers, hip hip .. hooray! 

IMPORTANT SCHOOL DIARY DATES 

Fri day 20th March - Last Day for School Fee Payments (please give to class teachers) 
Wed 25th-Fri 27th - Grade 3/4 Camp 
Wed 25th March - National Ride2School Day 
Wed 25th March - School Council Meeting – Staffroom – 7.00 p.m. 
Mon 30th March - Preps begin full week of school 
Tues 31st March - Cultural Performance No. 1  
Friday 3rd April - End of Term 1 – 2.30 p.m. dismissal 
Friday 10th April - Good Friday 
Monday 13th April - Easter Monday 
Monday 20th April - Start Term 2 – 9.00 a.m. 
 



Clean up crew 

I would also like to thank the crew of parents and children who turned up AGAIN after the fete day, tired but willing 

to help to put the school back together in time for classes to commence on Monday morning.  This was not easy as 

when we were packing up Saturday night, the final storm struck, and we were all running madly around, dismantling 

marquees and poles & throwing them into sheds in the rain.  Hence on Sunday, we had to pull everything out again 

to dry off before we could pack it away.  Great work crew, you were all fantastic, thank you! 

 

Last fete families 

I also wish to acknowledge the parents who worked on their last fete for our school as their child is in year 6.  Some 

parents have done up to 13 fetes as their family has moved through the school!  Outstanding contribution! 

 

New fete families 

It was heartening to see our newer families taking on jobs for the fete ensuring the succession and survival of our 

fete and being involved in the community spirit. 

 

We are able to proudly declare the fete has made a profit of $21,647!  Outstanding effort!!   

 

Student Thanks 

We received a lovely letter from Esther Bentley’s mum asking us to thank a couple of our Grade 6 girls (Lula and 

Lucy) and Anouk (now in Year 7) for their help on the face painting stall.  The letter reads “They did a fantastic job, 

several of them stayed for longer than the shifts they signed up for and the younger children loved being fussed over 

by them – and they did a wonderful range of creative designs worked out in collaboration with their young 

customers!” 

 

Warm Regards, 
Kerrie 
 

Student Achievement - Swimming Champs! 

Congratulations to our students who competed in major swimming events this week! 

On Monday we had a keen and athletic group of students braving the cool waters of the Northcote Pool to compete 

in the Zones Competition. 

In the 12-13 year old girls event, Nell Ayres, Julia and Alex Harrison, and Brigid Kruspe competed hard and achieved 

third place – well done, girls! 

Alexander McDonald competed in the 9-10 years old boys age group and came fourth place in freestyle and second 

place in backstroke.  Alexander made it into the Regional competition! 

James Dulfer competed in the eleven year old age group and came second place in backstroke and first place in 

breast-stroke.  James said he made ‘just ahead’ of the second place-getter.  So James made it into the Regionals too! 

The Region competition was on Wednesday at the Boroondara Sports Centre– so, not much rest time between 

competitions.  James and Alexander were competing for the Northern Region against students from the Eastern-

Yarra, Central, and Australian Private School Regions. 

Alexander swam hard and achieved fifth place in backstroke.  Congratulations Alexander on your effort and 

determination!  James achieved a fifth in backstroke and a third in breast-stroke, which means he has made it to the 

State Championships in April at the Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre.  James says this is his first individual state 

championship – congratulations and good luck for the race in April, James! 



This week I caught up with some our grade 5 & 6 students and found out what they have been up to in their class.   

The big buzz in maths for some students is long division – “hard, but good for the challenge”.   

Students have also been setting goals to achieve in Hall, working on skills such as teamwork and cooperation.  “It’s 

sometimes hard to get the group together and agree on what we’re doing” – they’re spending time negotiating and 

clarifying the rules, and believe that even though it takes a while to get through at the moment, it should get faster.  

“We have to think about each other’s point of view and compromise”. 

In reading, one focus has been comprehension – ‘we have to explain our answers and give details”.  Students are 

also enjoying viewing and responding to different television programs, such as, Catalyst and The New Inventors.  

“We’re using different types of graphic organisers to take notes and show our thinking”, they explained to me. 

Thanks Grade 5 and 6 for the learning conversations we have had this week.  The effort students are making in their 

learning is very evident and it’s fantastic to see them taking such pride in their work.  Well done! 

Karen 

PUPIL OF THE WEEK  
 
 LA9  - Isaac  
  - Heidi   
 LA10  - Sabrina  
  - Demetri  
 LA14  - Deniro  
  - Will Mc  
 LA11  - Kon  
  - Tara  
 LA12  - Josh D  
  - Cael  
 LA1  - Olivia I  
  - Joshua M  
 LA2  - Cameron  
  - Ella H -D  
 LA3  - Kate O  
  - April  
  - Macsen  
 LA4  - Louis C  
  - Ruby Jane  
 LA13  - James D  
  - Alex H  
  - Nell  
  - Brigid K  
 Italian  - James D (LA3)  
  - Sabrina (LA10)  
  - Lauren T (LA4)  

  

 

LOST 
One brand new black and grey hooded jacket – size 12 – green number on the front.  Please return to Gabe in LA4. 



 

PREP FAMILIES' GET TOGETHER - Sunday 29 March at 4pm 
Come along to Merri Park from 4.00pm onwards on Sunday 29 March for a relaxed barbecue, picnic and get 
together. This will be the perfect opportunity for the Prep parents to get to know each other while the Preppies and 
their siblings get to run around and climb all over the adventure playground. Prep teachers are most welcome too! 

 
Please bring a plate to share and your own crockery/cutlery and drinks. A list will go up next to the Prep 
kids' playground next week to write down who is coming and what each family is bringing, eg. a plate of 
fairy bread, some sausages, a salad, for an early evening meal. 
 

Any questions, please see Bella Thorpe (mother of Amy, LA9 - annabelthorpe@bigpond.com), Emily Nance (mother 
of Charlotte, LA9 - ematt@netspace.net.au) or Kate Axup (mother of Harry LA9 - kate.axup@aar.com.au) 
 

NORTHCOTE PRIMARY õS FABULOUS FETE 

CONGRATULATIONS EVERYONE!!!  
It really was a wonderful, seriously fun fete....  

The kids had a great time on new and old favo urite adventures, rides and crafts.....and getting wet!   

The adults were well feed enjoying the delicious food and drinks...  

Everyone got great bargains and treasures from the wonderful array of stalls....  

The talented bands played on and mostly survived the weather .... 

We all kept smiling despite the rain...or did it make us smile more???  

  

A huge thank you to all the people who helped at the fete:  

 

r stall co -ordinators who spent hours and days organising their stalls , 

r people who spent hours cooking for the fete, buying and wrapping items for stalls, sewing, knitting, making, 

cleaning items and organising them,  

r people who helped collect equipment prior to the fete and return it after the fete,  

r people who helped set up (yes, in the pouring rain ) from 7.30am Saturday and all those who stayed around 

Saturday night to pack up (again in the wind and rain),  

r those who returned and helped dry out marquees, clean up rubbish and do more pack up Sunday and some 

people who are still tidying up things this we ek. 

 

All the people who did a shift on a stall and many of you who did more that one shiftéin fact most of the day.  

We wonõt name names at the risk of missing someone out but you know who you are and so do we! 

 

A special thanks you to the following people whose grade 6 children will being  leaving at the end of the year, so 

itõs their last Northcote primary fete.  These people have put in years of exceptionally hard work on our fete 

above and beyond the call of duty.  So a huge thanks you to:  

 

Jane Miller - Salad Bar Extraordinaire  

Tony Ayr es ð Pick Up & Put Up Prince 

Lois Wadelton - Trash and Treasure Guru 

Katherine Wositzky and Frank Jones - Music Maestro L egends 

Ian Oliver and Robyn Habner - Book Stall Greats   

Carolyn Radford ð Craft & Tombola Queen 

Ian Taylor & Donna Bennett ð Ticket Masters  

For those of you staying on there are lots of opening so think about what you may enjoy taking up from this list.   
 

Northcote Primary really is a great community isnõt it?  Thanks again and again, have a big rest!  

Sally & Helen  

mailto:kate.axup@aar.com.au


SILENT AUCTION THANK YOU  
We had a very successful Silent Auction at the Fete so we must give a very big thank you to all our 

Contributors who are listed below.  In addition, thank you very much to all the very dedicated school parents 

(and a grandparent) who sought out d onations and in particular those who donated their own goods and services.  

 

A Little Light  Manque Design 

ACMI  Mecca Cosmetica 

Alpha Books Melbourne Observation Deck at Rialto  

Altavilla Vessali Barrister and Solicitors  Milawa Cheese Shop 

Angel's Trumpet  Mitre 10  

Anne Lawson Monnee Ponds Furnishings 

Athens Video  Moppit  

Australian Children's Television Foundation  Movie Reel 

Balgownie Estate  Murdoch Publishing  

Bead Yourself  Narai Thai Restaurant  

Boscastle Hand Made Patries  Northcote Pottery Supplies  

Bulleen Art and Garden Centre  Northcote Social Club  

Café Bedda Norval Halls Gap  

Café Koula Otsumami 

Camp Australia  Palomino 

Cat Macleod - NPS Parent Parachute 

Catherine Manuell Designs  Pasticceria Bisetto  

CCCK Peter Appelman - NPS Parent  

Centrestage  Costume Hire  Peter Muir - NPS Parent  

Clifton Hill Yoga Studio  Pizza Meine Leibe  

CO.AS.IT  Preston Locksmiths  

Cooinda Lodge Puffing Billy Railway  

e:lit  Pure Tennis 

Ed Alive  Reed Furnishings 

El Patio Relaxed Approach  

Eureka Skydeck 88  Robert Eckersley  Builders  

Generous Anonymous Donors Ruckers Hill Café  

Golden Ribbon Professional Dry Cleaners  Sarah Faulkner ð NPS Parent  

Green Butterfly  Souk Lifestyle  

Guests Martial Arts  St Johns Ambulance  

Haddens Gardening Supplies The Beauty Embassy  

Hair by Blaze The Book Grocer  

Harper Publishing  The Friendship Tree  

Hart Sports  The Soap Box 

Human Powered Cycles Tombo Co 

Imagine Me  Tony Balint - NPS Parent  

Jane Miller - NPS Parent Trademark Café  

Selection of Publishers  Universal Music  

Jim's Mowing  Westgarth Palace Cinemas  

John Hedigan - NPS Parent Westgarth Pharmacy  

Konica Minolta  Willow Bar  

Little Kitchen  Zart Art  

Lupa Macmillan Publishing 

  



KIDS ACTIVITIES ð THANK YOU!  
Tunnel of Terror  

Despite battles with the elements and a late start, the feedback seems to be that the Tunnel of Terror was a 

hit (although some kids may have got a bit more terror than they bargained for ð sorry to those children and 

their parents!).  We also seem to have  a lot of keen scarers coming up through the school ð so hopefully the 

Tunnel of Terror will be on again next year.   

 

Many thanks go to:  

The scarers from LA13 and LA4 who did such a fabulous job ð Grace, Merubi, Hugh, Aife, Sam, James, Nell, 

Brigid, Jacob  N., Gabe, Alex H. and Lily D. ð you really put the terror into the tunnel!  

Linda for the loan of costumes  

To all those other people who donated props and costumes  

The painters - Kylea, Monica, Rose and Francesca, and to Monicaõs friend Charlotte for giving us some technical 

advice and paint  

Helen Rainsford ð for the idea to use the playground and for some inspired prop buying  

Nick ð for doing a great job at crowd control (and to the other volunteer who offered to help look after the 

Tunnel at 12:30, but un fortunately there wasnõt much of a tunnel to look after at that stage). 

Xavier and Hannah ð for lending their dress -ups and toys 

Aldi ð for having tarps on special last week and most especially to  

Anthony, Eric, Kylea, Tony and Francesca ð for working in  the wind and the rain to construct and take down the 

Tunnel of Terror on the day.  

 

Treasure Island  

Thanks also to everyone who donated goodies for Treasure Island ð there was certainly a wide 

range of treasure to be had by the treasure seekers this year.  Thanks also to everyone who worked 

on Treasure Island, especially to Kylea and Summer who seemed to be wearing Pirate Hats for most of the day.  

 

Other Activities  

Thanks also to all the other hard workers who braved the weather to look after the other kids õ stalls including 

Steady Hand, Badge Making, and Feed -me-Footy.  

 

Thanks also to Duncan McKenzie for organising the Lacrosse Demonstration ð a few future Lacrosse players 

have been inspired!  

 

I welcome any feedback or suggestions for the Tunnel of Terror,  Treasure Island and other kids activities ð I 

can be contacted on genmcm@bigpond.net.au or catch me before or after school.  

 

Genevieve McMahon 

 

NATIONAL RIDE2SCHOOL DAY ς Wednesday 25 March 2009 
Students getting wheelie excited about National Ride2School Day. 
Students will be gearing up to join schools across the country taking part in National Ride2School Day on Wednesday 
25 March.  National Ride2School Day is a chance for our students to come together and be active on the way to and 
from school. An event like this can give all of us at NPS a taste of the benefits, ease and fun involved in walking and 
riding to school! 
Every student who participates by riding, walking or scootering to school will receive a certificate and sticker.  Harry 
Barber CEO of Bicycle Victoria said: “Ride2School Day 2008 was such a huge success resulting in 559 schools with 
enrolments of over 200,000 students registering to take part in the largest ever national celebration of walking and 
riding to school”. 
 
Help!!  Parent helpers are needed to be at each school gate from about 8.30am to record our fantastic walkers, 
riders, bikers and scooters. If you can help by being a Gate-Keeper ON Wednesday 25th March please contact the 
school office. 
Thank you, Karen 

mailto:genmcm@bigpond.net.au

