
 

 
Issue No. 16 

4th June, 2009 

 
1. TISSUES  - It would be much appreciated if parents could send along a box of 

tissues with their child/children to the classroom teac her.   With the sneezes 

and snuffles season now upon us it would be extremely handy!  

2. Macsen Lawlor also participated in the Cross Country event last Thursday but 

was left off the list....Sorry Macsen and well done!  

3. There will be  NO interschool sports train ing next Tuesday, due to Friday being Reporting 

Day. 

  

GREETINGS FROM KERRIE 
Student Achievement  

 

Excellent Community Contributions  

All senior classes have a school community responsibility task to carry out throughout the year, to 

participate in helping o ur school.  Here is one of them.  

 

Well done all year 3/4õs in LA1  

Each week, students collect the worm bucket bins from each classroom and empty them into the 

bigger worm bucket.  On Mondays, they put out the yard rubbish bins for the week and on Friday 

they reverse this and put the bins away for our school.  They do a fantastic job and take pride in 

their work and contribution to helping around the school.  Well done LA1 and thank you!  

IMPORTANT SCHOOL DIARY DATES 
 

Monday 8 th June  - Public Holiday ð No School for Students  

Tuesday 9 th June  - Tri-Skills Prepð4 

Tuesday 9 th June  - Applications for Italian Committee Close (see Italian Update)  

Wednesday 10 th June  - Special Projects Applications Close  

Thursday 11 th June  - Tri-Skills ð Dance ð 5/6  

Friday 12 th June  - Statewide Reporting Day  ð No School for Students   

Monday 15 th June  - Dante Alighieri  Competition Closes (see Italian Update)  

Tuesday 16 th June  - Tri-Skills Prep-4 

Wednesday 17 th June  - Prep-Grade Two Fairytales Incursion  

Thursday 18 th June  - Tri-Skills ð Dance ð 5/6  

Tuesday 23rd June  - Tri-Skills ð Prep-4 

Wednesday 24 th June  - Last Tri-Skills - Prep-4 

Thursday 25 th June  - Tri-Skills ð Dance ð 5/6  

Friday  26th June  - Prep 2010 Enrolment Forms Due  

 - Last Tri-Skills ð Dance ð 5/6  

 - Last Day for Term 2 -   2.30 p.m. dismissal  



Sustain Phase of H1N1 ð Swine Flu 

We have been advised the following i nformation from the Victorian Minister of Health:  

 

Victoria will move to a modified Sustain Phase of its influenza plan to protect vulnerable people 

from the H1N1 virus.  Focus is on treatment on members of the community most vulnerable to viral 

infections , such as the elderly, students at special development schools, hospital patients and 

people with a chronic illness.  

 

The modified Sustain Phase response will include:  

Å Antiviral treatment to those people exhibiting the agreed clinical case definition of  human 

swine flu, together with their immediate household contacts;  

Å Requirement of confirmed cases to isolate themselves for three days following the 

commencement of antiviral treatment, but household contacts will not be required to be 

quarantined;  

Å Mai ntain intensive contact tracing in high risk settings like aged care facilities, hospitals and  

special schools to protect those at greater risk of severe complications from human swine flu;   

Å Implementing enhanced community -wide surveillance of influenza -like illness and undertake 

increased sampling to monitor the distribution of the virus and any changes in the dominant 

circulating influenza strain.  

 

Students with flu -like illness would still go into home quarantine for three days, but schools  would 

no lo nger be automatically closed if there were confirmed cases across several classes.   The virus 

continues to be relatively mild in its impact, with the majority of cases being young people aged 

between five and 18.  

 

People with influenza -like symptoms should  present to their doctor for the best possible advice 

and it is always wise to call ahead and alert clinic staff to your arrival so the proper arrangements 

can be made.  

 

General good health practices  

Families are encouraged to continue with standard good g eneral health hygiene practices, such 

as ensuring your children undertake regular hand washing and cover their nose and mouth if 

sneezing and coughing.  

This practice is with your children at school. See Victorian Government Health Information  for 

advice ( www.health.vic.gov.au ) on washing hands and covering coughs and sneezes.  

If your children are unwell, you should seek medical attention and avoid public places  and close 

contact with others.  

 

More information  

If you have any concerns please:  

Call the Swine Influenza Hotline on 180 2007  

Call Nurse -on -Call on 1300 606 024  

Contact your local GP  

Visit www.healt h.vic.gov.au  for Victorian Government Health Information  

 

June 12 th Statewide Pupil Free Day ð Out of School Hours Care arrangements  

Parents are reminded that there will be a day care program offered to parents who require it on 

June 12 th.  Currently Ros a, co -ordinator, is asking parents to let her know if they will be making a 

booking for the day.  If there are insufficient numbers of children to make it viable, the program 

will not run and parents will be contacted so that they can make alternative arra ngements for the 

care of their children on that day.  Please call the house on 9489 0347 to book your child in if you 

need to.   

 

Warm regards!  

Kerrie  

http://humanswineflu.health.vic.gov.au/
http://www.health.vic.gov.au/
http://humanswineflu.health.vic.gov.au/


NEWS FROM OUR OVERSEAS TRAVELLERS 
Below is the re -type of an email  (09/05/09) and a postcard (27/05/09)  received from Lydia in LA1.  

 

Dear LA1, 
I am going to a school called Wolvercote PS.  We start at 8.40 and finish at 
3.10.  They have put me into Grade 4 and the teacher is called Mr Harris.  
Mr Harris is very funny.  Today (my first day) we have a smart boa rd in our 
class and he put some music on the smart board when we were packing up.  At 
Wolvercote things are very different.  First we start at 8.40 and read and then 
at 9.00 we sometimes have an assembly, then we work till about 10.40 and 
then come back in at 11.00 and then come back and work till 12.00.  Then 
as 12 we go outside.  Before we eat we have about 30 min play then we have 
lunch in a dining hall and only eat for about 20 min and come back in at 
12.45 and work till 3.10 and finish for the day.  We  ride to school.  I sit 
next to a girl called Olivia who comes from New Zealand.  I have made friends 
with nearly every girl in my class.  I went on a camp for a week with my 
classmates this week.  We did lots of fun things like walk in mud and do a long 
walk.  We went to bed at about 9.30ish and woke up about 7.00.  We had a 
disco at the camp and danced to a lot of songs.  One morning when we were in 
our PJs someone locked the door and we couldn§t unlock it so two girls had to 
jump out the window in their PJs and get the teacher and the teacher had to 
climb through the window and unlock it for us. 
from LYDIA 
 
Dear LA1, 
I am in Vienna.  It is very nice.  I have been to 2 art galleries and a fun fair 
that was a bit like the Melbourne show or maybe luna park.  There are lots of 
train stations so we go on a train at the least 3 times and day and at the most 
about 6.  Today before I go on the airoplane we are going to go to the Schloss 
Schonbrunn Palce, I§m not sure what it is about.  Sorry it§s not today I§m going 
on the Airoplane it§s tomorrow.  We went to a swimming pool one day and we 
were wearing our swim tops the life gards told us to take them off 3 times but 
my mum told them off then one of the life gards told the boss to come and he 
told us to take the swim tops off for no good reason (I don§t think they have 
heard of skin cancer.  100000000000 people smoke.  I miss you a lot.  
lots of love 
from LYDIA 
 
 

A REQUEST FROM AFTERCARE 
Calling any parents out there who are getting rid of any furniture, we at After care 

are on the lookout for a 2 -3 seater sofa in good condition and also some shelving 

units.  If you have either of these items please contact Michel or Rosa on 9489 0347.   

Thanks 

 

  



THE NORTHCOTE SCHOOL LIBRARY NEEDS YOU! 

Did you know....?  
Research carr ied out by the Australian Council for Educational Research  shows that:  

 Good school library collections help childrenõs learning 

 Abundance of print materials leads to more reading, which is the best predictor of 

comprehension, vocabulary growth, spelling,  grammatical ability and writing style.  

 Libraries positively influence studentsõ sense of learning responsibility and confidence. 
Lonsdale, M (2003), ACER, Melbourne, òThe Impact of school libraries on student achievement: a review of the 

researchó,   http://eric.ed.gov/ERICDocs/data/ericdocs2sql/content_storage_01/0000019b/80/1b/89/7d.pdf  

 

Donõt forget to make your donation to the Library Trust fund!   

(Donations made by June 24 th are tax deductable for the 2008 -09 year) .  Your contribution can 

buy:  

$25 A new picture book     $30 Two new fiction paperbacks  

$40 A hardback thesaurus    $60 A reference book  

$75 A dictionary of quotations    $150 A state -of -the -art atlas  

$200 An interactive learning game  

 

Forms available from the office, or in your childõs school bag!  

Library Working Group  

 

MEMORIAL MOSAIC 
A mosaic memorial plaque will be made  to celebrate the life of our much loved 

student Atticus who passed away September  2007. School Council has approved 

some funds to go towards the making of the plaque.  To make this plaque I'm asking 

for the school community to donate tiles, marbles, and china. Old tea pots and cups  

with spouts and handles I would like to include in the plaque.  

I will be buying tiles and old china to add to the mosaic .  I will also be worki ng with 

Sharon in the art room to make some ceramic sun flower and daffodil tiles to be 

placed on the wall too.   Anyone who would like to take part in this project or has 

children wanting to make ceramic flowers please let me know.  

Contact Lois Wadelton, [ mum of  Lucy LA4] on the home P h. 9481 4259.  Any donations can  be 

placed in the box on the shelf opp. reception window  in school foyer .  Left over china  and tile 

pieces will be used in ongoing projects in the school gardens.  

 

WORKING BEE THANK YOU 
Have you  noticed how tidy and organised our schoolyard is?  Fifty adults and 25 children made 

this happen at the Working Bee on Saturday  23rd May .  Thank you to everyone, especially to Jane 

Miller and her kitchen crew who presented us with a delicious lunch (be sure to be there next 

time!!!)  

 

Tasks completed:  

. putting up a barrier along the waterwise garden  

. sweeping, sweeping, sweeping  

. removing debris  

. cleaning up along outside pathways  

. clean out of pits  

. planting and tidying of gardens  

. removal of brickies sand (big job!)  

 

If you attended, this week your child will have decorated and brought home a certificate of 

thanks.  If for some reason this does not happen, please ring the office so we can organise one for 

you and your family.  

 

Thanks, Rosemary  



ITALIAN UPDATE 
Ciao A Tutti (Hi everyone)!  

Competition News:  

The annual state -wide Dante Alighieri Society Poster Competition is happening and 

Northcote Primary School will be entering yet again. We have experienced success 

over the last three years in this competi tion , receiving Honourable Mentions, Finalists 

and a 2 nd  Placing in the state for a Year 6 student. I am hoping that we will have more students 

entering this year and hopefully receive some more winners! J 

 

All Northcote Primary School students will be give n the opportunity to enter this competition. All 

students have started working on the competition theme in class and will be encouraged to enter 

this competition. All students who choose to enter will have their entry submitted and all those 

who choose not  to enter, will have their poster on display here at school.  

 

The competition theme is divided into two categories:  

Grades Prep to Grade 2 = Guarda! Nel pozzo ho pescatoé.. (Look! In the well I caughté..) 

- All entries must have a minimum of 5 words not i ncluding the beginning sentence.  

 

Grades 3 to 6 = Una Settimana di Pianete (A Week of Planets)  

-All posters must contain the picture and the message entirely on the front of the A3 sheet. It must 

also include 5 sentences in Italian.  

 

The entry is to be com pleted individually and on A3 size paper (that is, two A4 sheets of paper put 

together). No 3D entries will be accepted. The form of presentation is up to the student.  

Competition prizes:  

All prize winners will be required to attend a presentation evening at The University of Melbourne in 

late September (date unknown at this stage), with family and friends welcome.  

 

There will be a trophy, certificate and prize awarded to all first, second and third prize winners in 

each year level. Each year level eg. Grad e 3 will be competing against other Grade 3 students in 

Victoria. All prize winners will have their photo taken for the Italian Newspaper ôIl Globoõ. 

  

COST: The entry fee for this competition is $5.  

Due Date: Monday 15th of June -no later.  

Please discuss t his competition with your child/ren as we have potential at NPS to do well in this 

competition.  

 

ITALIAN STUDENT COMMITTEE 2009! 

Yes, due to popular demand, an Italian Day will be organised for Northcote Primary School!  

Italian Student Committee: Si, there  will be a committee this year. Applications from Grade 5 and 

6 students are now open and will CLOSE TUESDAY 9th JUNE. Students are asked to write a letter to 

me expressing why they would like to be part of this yearõs Committee. Letters are to be given to 

me beginning from this week. Results will be known by week ending Friday the 12 th June.  

 

If you have any queries about the Italian Program here at Northcote Primary, please feel free to 

see me at school on Monday or Tuesday.  J 

Grazie mille (many thanks) f or your continuing support,  

Signorina Rosa.  

Italian Teacher and Co -ordinator.  

 

ITALIAN COMPETITION 
The Dante Alighieri Competition Entry Fee is $5.   If you wish your child to enter this competition, 

please enclose $5 together with the slip below in an enve lope and send this to your childõs 

classroom teacher or to the school office by Monday 15 TH June 2009  - NO LATER. 

 

Buona Fortuna (Good Luck) to all of our students who choose to enter.  



 

THE DANTE ALIGHIERI SOCIETY JUNIOR POSTER COMPETITION 

 

Last day to en ter is Monday 15th t June.  

 

Entry Fee = $5 

 

Yes, I wish my child to enter The Dante Alighieri Poster Competition.  

  

 

Studentõs name: 

 

 

Grade:   ____    LA:  ____                                                 Please find enclosed: $5.00.  

 

Thank you  

 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature:  

 

 

Until next time, Grazie mille (many thanks) for your continuing support.  

Signorina Rosa - Italian Teacher and Co -ordinator.  

 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
The Dept. of Education does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser or notice contained in 

this newsletter.  No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education or this school for the accuracy of information 
contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 

Flyers and brochures are available outside the school office. 
 

LITTLE SMART ARTS will possibly start another after school program on Thursday afternoons from 4.15 to 5.30 
p.m.  Expressions of interest please call Frosty on 9486 4423.  Just a reminder that Tuesdays class is almost full.  
Thanks. 
 
GENERATION NEXT is presenting a seminar including Dr Michael Carr-Gregg ð adolescent psychologist, Susan 
Mclean ð Cybersafety expert, Paul Dillon ð Drug and Alcohol Research & Training Aust., Julie Gale ð Kids Free 2 B 
Kids advocacy group and Dr Sally Cockburn ð media health commentator.  The seminar will be held in Melbourne 
on 13th June at the Melbourne Convention Centre.  Tickets are $45 and available through Ticketek.  To purchase go 
to ticketek.com or 132849.  For further info visit www.gennextseminars.com 
 
SONNY & COCO MARKET ð Vintage, handmade, body products, art and craft, baby clothes, toys, clothing and 
accessories.  Preston Town Hall from 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. at 284-286 Gower Street, Preston on Sunday 24th May. 
 
CERES Yule Celebratio n -  Winter Solstice 2009  -  Sunday 21st June 3-9pm.  Celebrate the return of the light 
from the darkest night at CERES Winter Solstice.  Brighten up your winterõs night and discover the beauty of 
darkness and light with shadow puppetry, a traditional Yule ritual, fire sculpture, poetry and a stellar musical line 
up.  Tickets at the Gate.  $15 full $10 members /concession $ 5 kids.  $20 passionate - $5 of ticket price is donated to 
CERES Environment Fund.  For more information please contact Sandra Castro Sandra@ceres.org.au 
 
Northcote Town Hall presents Big Bush Dance  -  Northcote Town Hall Saturday 13 June at 7pm. Grab the 
family, pack a supper plate and make your way down High Street to the Northcote Town Hall for a night of top 
shelf music and passable dancing.  The scene will be set with music and dance calling by Dobe and the Veterans, 
featuring Dobe Newton of The Bushwhackers fame, who will put the gathered masses through their paces with the 
fundamentals of partnered bush dancing.   Local band The Band Who Knew Too Much will take the stage to end 
the night and unleash their high energy washboard and accordion driven anthems that they are famous for.  
Prepare to be entertained, excited, amazed, and to dance with almost everyone else in the room. Children are 
welcome, social lubricants will be available at the bar.  Event details:  Saturday 13 June 2009 from 7.00pm.  
Tickets: $10 or $20 for a family of four.  Tickets can be pre-purchased at www.northcotetownhall.com.au or by 
phone on 9481 9500. Tickets will also be available at the door on the night. 

http://www.gennextseminars.com/

