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GREETINGS FROM KERRIE 
Student Achievement 
We are proud of all our students! 
It is nearing the end of Term 2, or Semester 1 and as teachers, we have been intensely focused on all of our student’s 
achievements over this time.  They have made some very good progress in the effort they put in to each learning 
task and the outcomes they have reached, as you will see detailed in their reports coming home next week.  
 
Celebrate with them, their hard work, their persistence and strengths.  Support them to reflect and acknowledge 
where they might need to improve and help them to think about some goals that they might like to focus on for the 
next semester.  Of course, this will be covered in more detail in the 3-way conference coming up in term 3. 
 
 I have seen evidence of their work and learning outcomes when I move around the school and classrooms, 
especially this term when on tours with prospective parents.  I will often stop a class and explain that these parents 
are on tour looking at schools to send their children and ask the children why they would recommend our school to 
the parents or what advice would they like to give them.  This is never rehearsed and I often wonder what I will get 
but the responses are so honest and thoughtful I thought I’d share some with you. 
This week I asked 2/3 composite in LA2 and here are some of their answers: 
  

 It’s fun at this school 

 The teachers are kind 

 We do gymnastics! 

 We get to look at snails up close 

 You learn a lot! 

 It is a safe school and the children are friendly! 
 

The touring group were very impressed! 
 
  

IMPORTANT SCHOOL DIARY DATES 
 

Thursday 18th June - Tri-Skills – Dance – 5/6 

Tuesday 23rd June - Tri-Skills – Prep-4 

Wednesday 24th June - Last Tri-Skills - Prep-4 

Thursday 25th June - Tri-Skills – Dance – 5/6 

Thursday 26th June - Wendy’s Music Concert (see further on in newsletter) 

Friday 26th June - Prep 2010 Enrolment Forms Due 
 - Last Tri-Skills – Dance – 5/6 

 - Last Day for Term 2 - 2.30 p.m. dismissal 



Reminder 3-way Conferencing on Monday 27th July, 2009 
A reminder to parents that we will hold the conferences over one day and evening on: Monday, 27th July in Term 3 

replacing the parent-teacher interviews that used to be held last week in Term 2.   

Remember that all children will be expected to come along to their allotted 3-way Conference with their parents.  All 

class teachers will be involved in conducting their 3-way Conferences on this day and will not be running their 

normal class programs.   

 

If you need to send your child to school on that day for the whole day, there will be an alternative program running 

for children.  We hope that by giving advance notice of the date and purpose of the day that this may assist parents 

in deciding how they might manage the day and their child’s attendance at the 3-way conference.  The alternative 

program will operate with mixed classes and specialist and relief teachers will run class programs across the day 

where necessary.   

 

A note will come home today (look out for it) requiring you indicate a preferred time block and also whether your 

child requires to attend school for the alternative program on the day. 

 

Again this is an approach we are trialling as we believe it has the potential to improve the way we communicate with 

each other around student learning and what and how we are trying to achieve with each student.  For more details, 

please see the article in last week’s newsletter detailing 3-way Conferences. 

 
Classroom Helpers Program in Literacy P – 2 
Next term, we will be running a program that will support parents who come into the classroom to assist in the 
Literacy lessons.  Watch out for further detail in term 3 newsletters. 
 
Volunteering and Parent Helpers at Northcote Primary School 
This article is a brief overview of the range of ways parents can participate in the life of the school. No doubt it will 
not be complete and somewhere there will be someone doing something that the rest of us are not aware of – feel 
free to let us know what we’ve missed for the next newsletter! 
 
Northcote Primary School welcomes parent help in a wide variety of ways.  
 
Regular volunteering: 
Classroom Assistance & Helpers Program 
Parent assistance in class time (e.g. changing books, assisting with activities) 
Parent assistance is welcome in your child’s class, and also in specialist classes – for example, some parents attend 
during Art, Italian or Library according to their particular interest 
Contact your classroom teacher 
 
Library Helpers 
Supporting and maintaining the library through a range of activities from recovering cushions to cataloguing and 
more. Contact: Dora Polidoras – (teacher) 
 
Cooking and Gardening 
Parent organised and teacher supported cooking program working mostly with Grade 3 & 4 children 
Gardening – vegetable and other – planting and tidying, again mostly with Grade 3 & 4 children to date 
Contact: Garden – Eric Schulz, Cooking - Sally Gilder (parents) 
 
School Council and Sub-Committee participation 
School Council elections once per year 
Sub-committees ongoing, express your interest via the Office 
School Council meetings are open to observers; schedule is on website or ask at the office.  Please let us know if you 
wish to attend 
 
  



Working Bees - Once per term 
Action packed and sociable events that clean tidy and also achieve major improvements such as snake seating, grass 
deck, bike shed etc. 
Advertised in newsletter 
 
Annual events 
Fundraising Events 
Fete 
Trivia Night 
Mango Drive 
Contact: Fundraising sub-committee 
 
Camps - Once per annum 
Usually about 4 parents attend each camp (can depend on accommodation available) 
Staff try to ensure that different parents have the opportunity to participate 
 
Excursions 
Parent help is welcome on most excursions – details are in the permission notes 
 
One-off events 
Helen’s Harvest Cookbook 
 
We welcome and look forward to your support in any or many of the above activities, whatever your interest is, and 
time you have available.  It is all appreciated and helps to make our school the best teaching and learning 
environment for our children.  If there is something we haven’t listed and you know happens with parent support, 
please phone the office and let us know. 
 

Warm regards! 

Kerrie 
 

 

LA9  - Charlotte  & Lachlan  
LA10 - Zoe  & Finn   & Miles  
LA14  - Emilio   & Hannah  
LA11 - Katie  
LA12 - Brendan  & Tanaya  
LA1 - Dante   & Jason 
LA2  - Tim   & Lila   & Kathleen  
LA3  - Ruby S & Reshaan 
LA4  - Greta  
LA13 - Xiang  



NORTHCOTE OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS CARE 
We would like to say a big thank you to Gabe’s family (LA4) for donating a couch to the house.  

We would also like to say thank you to Cecilia‘s family (LA10) for kindly picking up the couch and 

delivering it to the house.  Thank you, Rosa & Michel 

 

MEMORIAL MOSAIC 
A mosaic memorial plaque will be made to celebrate the life of our much loved student 

Atticus who passed away September 2007.  School Council has approved some funds 

to go towards the making of the plaque.  To make this plaque I'm asking for the school 

community to donate tiles, marbles, and china. Old tea pots and cups with spouts and 

handles I would like to include in the plaque. 

 

I will be buying tiles and old china to add to the mosaic.  I will also be working with Sharon in the 

art room to make some ceramic sun flower and daffodil tiles to be placed on the wall too.  

Anyone who would like to take part in this project or has children wanting to make ceramic 

flowers please let me know.  Donations need to be received by Friday 26th June as the project will 

commence during the holidays. 

 

Contact Lois Wadelton, [mum of Lucy LA4] on the home Ph. 9481 4259.  Any donations can be 

placed in the box on the shelf opp. reception window in school foyer.  Left over china and tile 

pieces will be used in ongoing projects in the school gardens. 

 

CLUBS 
Can families please donate knitting needles and wool for our club next term.  

If you have any spare balls of wool or needles that you no longer need we 

would greatly appreciate them.  Donations can be left at the school office. 

 

ITALIAN UPDATE 
Ciao A Tutti (Hi everyone)!  

Competition News: 

The annual state-wide Dante Alighieri Society Poster Competition has closed for this year. Please 

do not send more money to the school office. GRAZIE to all the students who have chosen to 

enter!  We have more students than last year which is terrific! The quality of work is magnifico and I 

am extremely proud with all student work. On Monday I will see all students who have entered this 

competition to double check names and entries!  

 

Italian Student Committee 2009! 

Yes, due to popular demand, an Italian Day will be organized for Northcote Primary School! 

Watch this space in the future for the actual date! 

 

Italian Student Committee:  

GRAZIE to all students who have applied for the Italian Student Committee for this year. I have 

received many applications from the Grades 5/6 students and I am impressed with the quality of 

letters. Results will be known next Monday and all committee members will be formally known to 

the school community on the first Monday morning assembly of Term 3. Congratulations! 

 

If you have any queries about the Italian Program here at Northcote Primary, please feel free to 

see me at school on Monday or Tuesday.  

 

Grazie mille (many thanks) for your continuing support, 

Signorina Rosa. 

Italian Teacher and Co-ordinator 

 

  



PUBLIC ART PRESENTATION 
On Wednesday morning La11, La14 and some year 6 students attended the Acacia Apartments 

Northcote Plaza Public Art Presentation.   The students viewed slides of public art from around 

Australia (and recognized many wonderful structures).  Sandy (our presenter) was interested in 

getting some ideas of artwork that could feature at the new area between Northcote Plaza and 

All Nations Park.   

 

Sandy told us that Northcote Primary School provided her with many fantastic and creative ideas 

that could be used. She had pages and pages of art ideas about how Northcote could be 

represented.  Some of the ideas and themes included: indigenous art, nature, music, 

culture, cycling, community, leisure etc.   

  

We will be keeping in contact with Sandy and hopefully we will see some of Northcote PS's ideas 

at the new piazza.  Thanks, Niki Skoullos 
 
The students and teachers of Wendy’s Music would like to invite family and friends to attend their 

PERFORMANCE 

Thursday June 25th from 12.30 in the hall for Juniors and 2.30pm for seniors 

PH 9457 1158 or www.wendysmusic.com.au 

 

Now available at school during school hours … 

PIANO/KEYBOARD and GUITAR, VIOLIN, DRUMS and SINGING lessons! 

Individual classes of 20 or 30 minutes 

BOOK for next term or for a trial lesson to meet the teacher and see if you 

enjoy lessons 

Enquiries and enrolments PH 9457 1158 or 

rosanna@wendysmusic.com.au 

 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
The Dept. of Education does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser or notice contained in this newsletter.  

No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education or this school for the accuracy of information contained in 
advertisements or claims made by them. 

 
HOLIDAY BASKETBALL CLINIC  -  Introduction to Basketball on Thursday 2nd and Friday 3rd July, 2009.  Details 
can be found at www.footballfedvic.com.au/development/schools.  Any questions can be directed at me on 9474 
1808 or carena@footballfedvic.com.au 

 
AAA RRRTTT   RRREEETTTRRREEEAAA TTTSSS   FFFOOORRR   KKK III DDDSSS 5-10yrs @ THORNBURY WOMENõS NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE 131 Shaftsbury Parade, 
THORNBURY ð facilitate by: MARITA JACOBSSON: Registered Nurse and Community Artist (MASTERS STUDENT @ MIECAT).  
FOR MORE INFO: Phone TWNH: 9480 0466 Email: justine@twnh.vic.edu.au 
 
VICTORIAN YOUTH THEATRE ðDiscover the benefits of drama!  From 8 year olds upwards.  Bookings essential on 9384 
1644 or www.cpca.com.au/victorian-youth-theatre 
 
ELLIS IN WONDERLAND ð at Northcote Town Hall from 29th June to 4th July at 11.00 a.m., 2.00 p.m. and 7.30 p.m.  Tickets 
on sale at www.MelbourneMagicFestival.com or 9481 9500 
 
CITY OF DAREBIN SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM ð Brochures available outside the school office or contact 8470 8100. 
 
CSIROõS DOUBLE HELIX HOLIDAY SCIENCE ACTIVITIES ð at Kew.  Bookings can be made at 
www.csiro.au/events/VicHolidayPrograms.html or telephone 9252 6482. 
 
KIP MCGRATH Education Centres .  If you would like an assessment of your child in numeracy or literacy, please contact on 
9331 0288 or 9354 5588 or email on colleen.underwood@kipmcgrath.com.au 
 
DAREBIN COMMUNITY SPORTS STADIUM School Holiday Program ð Brochures available outside the school office or 
contact 9471 4935, email darebin@ymca.org.au or www.darebin.ymca.org.au 
 
NORTHERN EXPOSURE Visual Arts Festival from 19th to 21st June.  Opening night on Friday 19th June from 6.00 to 9.00 p.m.  
Brochures outside the school office or contact northernexposure.org.au 
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