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HOUSE COLOURS ARE:  Red  Blue  Green Yellow 
 

 

IMPORTANT SCHOOL DIARY DATES 
 

Friday 31st July - Kitchen Garden Consultation (see page 6) 

Friday 7th August - Whole School Sports Carnival (see below) 

 - Last Day for New EMA Applications 

Tuesday 11th August - School Photos 

Saturday 22nd August - Working Bee (see page 5) 

Thursday 20th August - Cultural Performance No. 3 - 9.15 a.m. 

Monday 24th August - Last Day for Trivia Night Ticket Order Form & Money 

Thursday 27th August - Life Ed Van 

Thursday 27th August - District Athletics 

Friday 28th August - Trivia Night (more details page 7) 

 



GREETINGS FROM KERRIE 
Whole School Athletics Carnival 
Our whole school Athletics Carnival is a fantastic opportunity for all our students to experience 

track and field events in a real sports venue, as well as have fun supporting their 'house', 

encouraging each other to have a go at some new activities, and to do their best. 

The other important purpose is to have a forum for athletic selection, for our 9-12 year oldõs 

participation at the Northcote District Athletics.  All students in Grades 3-6 have already been 

learning and practicing in some of the events schedule to run on the day. 

Grades P-2 will compete in modified track and field events, suitable for their age and range of 

skills.  These students have also been practicing associated skills in PE classes this week. 

We are all hoping for a beautiful, crisp, winter, sunny day.  Everyone has to do a sun dance that 

week!  We will be monitoring conditions and if inclement weather is forecast we may have to 

cancel.  Unfortunately there will be no back-up date.  In that case athletics events will be held at 

school for 9-12 year olds on an alternate day.  P-2 students will enjoy a similar activity held at 

school in the near future. 

 

Good luck Netballers 
On Friday at St. John's PS in Thomastown East our A team netballers will be playing in the District Sports 

Competition.  Thank you to Sue Drummond and Sue Greig who will be driving the girls to the match. If 

we win, we will also play another match next week against Whittlesea Primary School.  If we win 

against Whittlesea we will then play against Apollo Parkways.  We would like to wish them all the best 

of luck with their game;  we know they will give it their best shot.  Go team!!! 

 

Thank you, goodbye and good luck Daniel! 

Daniel Anderson, relief teacher, will have his last day (are you sure Daniel?) with our school on 

Friday as Daniel is off next week on long awaited trip to the United Kingdom.  Daniel has already 

secured a teaching job outside of London and is looking forward to experiencing life in the U.K. 

and the similarities and differences in the cultures of schools there.  

  

Daniel has been with us just about all year taking Lynne Barrettõs 2/3 class in Term 1; Linda Battenõs 

5/6 class in Term 2; and finally Rossõ Year 6õs this term.  Daniel also attended 2 school camps (both 

the 3/4 and 5/6 Camp); took interschool sport; swimming; and attended excursions with the 

students.  He has been a very committed relief teacher and all the students who have had him 

have enjoyed his teaching style and personality.  Our staff has similarly enjoyed working with 

Daniel.  Thank you once again Daniel, for all your work and efforts with our school and our 

students.   

 

3-way conferences 

The 3-way conferences last Monday, after a lot of preparation and planning from students and 

teachers, went relatively smoothly.  The alternative program was underway at 9.00am and 

conferences began all over the school at 10 sharp.  Incidental feedback from parents I spoke to 

throughout the day and evening were very positive indeed.  See further on for the feedback from 

the Year 5/6, Lindaõs class, they are very insightful. 

  

Parent feedback pro-formas 

We are in the process of collecting student & teacher feedback and weõd really appreciate your 

written feedback on the pro-formas handed out to you at the conference.  It is important to 

gather feedback from all sources as we are keen to work on the best way to communicate 

student learning achievements for everybody.   If you havenõt returned it already, please take a 

little time to fill it in and send it along with your child to school.   

 

Mental Health Support for Children 

In todayõs world children and young people face new challenges which may at times prove 

difficult. Our children and young people need to know that they can seek support from parents, 

teachers and community agencies if they are feeling sad, lonely, angry, upset, stressed or 

depressed. 



In addition, some children and young people may spend time online. If they have any concerns 

about online behaviour, they should be encouraged to share their concerns with their parents, 

teachers or any of the support services available. 

Schools provide the opportunity to keep children safe by establishing positive school 

environments. In many cases schools and the compassionate environment they offer are one of 

the most powerful resources.  Teachers, Student Welfare Coordinators, Student Support Services 

Officers are available to assist children at our school.   

There are resources available in the wider community for parents who are concerned about their 

childõs health and wellbeing. Schools can provide a list of community agencies that offer 

appropriate support for families and their children.  

Services available to assist with mental health concerns include:  

o Kids Helpline (Ph. 1800 55 1800) or  

o Lifeline (Ph. 13 11 14) 

o Beyond Blue (Ph. 1300 22 4636) 

5/6 Upstairs Upgrade 

We are very close to moving our years 5 and 6õs back upstairs into the refurbished area and 

should all go ahead in the next couple of weeks.  The school will be holding an official opening 

later in the term but in the meantime, I know that there are parents who would like to have a look 

upstairs.  If you are around this Friday afternoon at 3.10pm, meet me outside the double storey 

building doors and we will go upstairs together.   

 

Warm regards! 

Kerrie 

 
  

 LA9  -  Jack S & Trixie D  

 LA10  -  Jessica C 

 LA11  -  Joseph W & Caspar O  

 LA12  -  Bella S & Matthew R  

 LA14  -  Who will it be?  

 LA1  -  Natasha D & Josephine L  

 LA2  -  Oliver B & Liam O  

 LA3  -  Ruby S & James D  

 LA4  -  Lula S & Gus M  

 LA13  -  James D & Irene S  

 Office  -  Kate O (LA3)  

  -  Christina M (LA4) & Paige P (LA 4)  



STUDENT FEEDBACK ON THE THREE WAY CONFERENCES from LA13 
I got to show my mum my work and it was in a power point. Mum could see how I have improved 

and we found out what I need to do to improve more. Irene 

 

I shared my learning with my mum and it was good to be in control. Linda had lots of positive 

comments about me and my mum agreed. We talked about what had been said on the way 

home. Alex S 

 

It was good to discuss my learning and keep my parents up to date. I liked picking my best work. It 

was a different style of interview and it was interesting to hear what my teacher said about me. 

Maggie 

 

I liked discussing my learning in my power point and I was the one in control which made me feel 

more confident. My parents were impressed with all the learning strategies I am using now. 

Mitchell 

 

I showed my Papa and my mum some of my work and I was able to discuss and show what I have 

learned. It was good to see what they thought of my work. Lily D 

 

The discussion was quick and focused on the main points and I got a lot out of it. I learnt that I am 

good at Maths and I showed the new strategies I am using to help my learning. Leon 

 

I chose what I showed and shared my work. I discussed my learning and improvements. I liked 

having a day off school too. It was good to hear what mum and Linda talked about and that 

they have noticed how I have improved. Brigid 

 

I talked about my learning, my improvements and what to do to continue to improve. We talked 

about how good Iõve been and my parents talked about my learning. Beth 

 

We talked about things I could improve in and what I am good at. The power point helped me to 

share and talk about my learning. I also liked being able to talk about my interview on the way 

back home. Ava 

 

I got to pick my own work and show a power point about my learning. I liked hearing the positive 

comments from Linda and Mum. Mum and I talked in the car on the way home and I need to 

keep practising my times tables. I liked being able to show how I can use a computer. Zak 

 

I discussed my learning and I got to decide what was to be shown in my power point. I found out 

that I am going well academically but I need to be more organized. Sam 

 

I liked discussing my learning and talking about the areas of personal improvement. Mum and 

Dad were impressed with my work. We talked about what high school might suit me and how I 

can improve my writing. I felt like I was the one running the meeting.  Rosa 

 

I showed my work and my power point meant that there was no stress. I was proud of myself. It 

was good to hear the compliments from my family. Hugh 

 

I was in charge of the meeting and discussed my learning. I also shared what I was proud of. It 

was interesting to hear what my parents and Linda thought of me and my work. My parents now 

understand how I learn and what I learn. Lucy 

 

We got to talk about how well I am going and we got to sit on a chair. I chose what I showed my 

Dad and that I am going well. My power point went really well and we talked about how I am 

going. Zaryk 

 

I liked hearing about how I have improved and my dad was happy after the conference. I only 

made one spelling mistake and my dad still talked about that when I got home! Xiang 



I was able to discuss my learning ad show my parents what I am proud of. I chose what I wanted 

to show and my power point helped to start the discussion and have a way to organise my work. I 

was the main one showing and talking about what I have done. I liked hearing the good 

comments about my work and then talking about it afterwards at home. I liked finding out that I 

am doing really well and I have learnt many new things this year. Nell 

 

I talked about my work and showed it with my power point. I talked about how I have improved. 

My family were impressed with my work and Linda said I was a good student. Lilli 

 

I discussed my learning and showed my work as well as being in control of the conversation. I 

watched my power point. I liked listening to the good comments about me. Jack 

 

We discussed my learning and I showed the work I had chosen. My mum saw how much I have 

improved.  Kelly 

 

We discussed my learning and I picked the items I wanted to show. It was good to use a power 

point and we liked the different style of interview. Max  

 

All students agreed that: 

They would have like more time! 

Should have practised their power point with a ôcritical friend ôfirst. 

That Linda was running late!  

 

WORKING BEE ð CHANGE OF DATE 
A working bee will be held on Saturday 22nd August from 12.30 to 4.00 p.m.  Lunch will be provided 

so please RSVP to Jane on 9489 3591 for catering purposes.  We will be putting a retaining wall 

around the sandpit in Helen Street and Hawthorn Road.  Make sure you bring your digging boots 

with you.  Other activities will involve the usual ð sweeping, raking, etc. 

 

EDUCATION MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE (EMA) 
If you applied for EMA in Term 1 and your circumstances have not changed, you do not need to 

re-apply this year.  

 

The Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is provided to assist eligible families with the costs 

associated with the education of their children.  To be eligible for receipt of the EMA you must: 

 

. be either a parent or guardian of a primary or secondary school student up to the age of 

sixteen; and 

. be an eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink pension, allowance or benefit within the meaning of 

the State Concessions Act 2004 or be a Veterans Affairs (TPI) pensioner or be a foster parent. 

 

Consequently, parents/guardians are able to access the EMA if they have a valid Health Care 

Card or valid Pension Card.  The eligibility criteria must be met as at the first day of Term 1 (28th 

January, 2009 which is the first day for teaching staff) and Term 3 (13th July, 2009). 

 

The EMA application must be submitted to the school by Friday 7th August for the second 

instalment.  Please bring your card with you for photocopying. 

 

LOST PROPERTY 
A reminder for parents to label kids clothing, especially jumpers/jackets as there is heaps in Lost 

Property already!!!! 

 

LOST 
On Friday a red scarf with a Chinese logo on it.  If found please return to the 

office or LA12.  Thanks. 



SCHOOL KITCHEN GARDEN CONSULTATION 
FRIDAY 3 1st  July, 3 .00  p.m. ð Session 1  
or 3 . 45 pm  ð Session 2 i n School Hall  
 
Over the last three seasons the kitchen garden has flourished 
with great crops of interesting veggies and colourful flowers 
for the children to explore.    
 
It is now time for the garden to grow into  something bigger, 
with a wider range of productive plants and opportunities for 
the children to engage with the space.  
 
The kitchen garden has been allocated a budget from the school 
Community Projects and it is now time to develop a plan for 
the garden that includes the ideas and aspiration of the 
school community ð students, teachers and parents.  
 
A poster is on display in the office for your input.  
 
An in - class consultation with the students will be held on 
Thursday 30 th  July.  
 
A workshop will be run to get parent input. It will consist of 
two identical sessions to allow for student pick - up.  
 
When:  Friday afternoon, 31 st  of July. Two sessions: 3 - 3:30pm  
  or 3:45 - 4:15pm  
Where:  School Hall  
Who:  School community -  parents, children & sta ff .  
 
This is you r opportunity to help shape the expanded kitchen 
garden, so please come along and share your ideas and 
aspirations.  
 
Turn up on the day, or for further information contact Eric.  
 
Eric Schulz (Ruby & Bellaõs dad) 
Phone: 9484 8520, 0425  853  615  
email: e.sc hulz@bom.gov.au    
 
 
 

2010 NORTHCOTE PRIMARY SCHOOL FETE 
Are you itching to be involved, run a stall, co-ordinate an area, the fete??  We 

need people for co-ordinating Trash and Treasure, toys, coffee, equipment, tickets, 

slot cars, books and lots more.  Are you interested in running the salad bar or bring 

in a new idea for food?  We will be having meeting in a few weeks.  Email your 

interest to: 

   sally.gilder@rmit.edu.au 

 

If you were involved last year and are keen to do the same thing or a different thing please let me 

know. 

Thanks Sally 

 

mailto:sally.gilder@rmit.edu.au


HELEN STREET TRIVIA NIGHT 
Ticket booking forms have been sent home on green paper with this newsletter.  

Ticket prices are $20 ($15 for staff members) and numbers are limited, so please get 

in fast. BYO food, drink, crockery and cutlery.  Ticket order forms and money must be 

returned to the school office b y Monday 24 th August . 

 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
The Dept. of Education does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser or notice contained in this 

newsletter.  No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education or this school for the accuracy of information contained in 
advertisements or claims made by them. 

 

BIG FOLK (at 10.00 p.m.) and support Jensen Electric (at 8.30 p.m.) ς Friday 31st July at The Penny Black (formerly 
5ƻƴΩǘ ¢Ŝƭƭ ¢ƻƳύΣ пнл {ȅŘƴŜȅ wƻŀŘΣ .ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪΦ  ¢ŜƭΦ фоул усстΦ 
 

THE MELBOURNE MILLENIUM CHORUS (featuring Jane Miller, Nell Ayers & Cathy Drinkwater) at Federation Square 
BMW Edge on Saturday 1st August at 7.00 p.m., Sunday 2nd August at 7.00 p.m.  Tickets went quickly and the 2.00 
p.m. concert has been sold out. 
 
Too busy to relax?  Simple Meditations for Busy Lives - Friday 7

th
 Aug from 9:45 am to 11:45am at Abbotsford Convent.  Enjoy 

this relaxing morning with a small group, developing a personal relaxation plan to reduce harmful stress in your life, at work and 
at home.  Includes morning tea.  $58pp or book with a friend and pay just $100.  Bookings essential 
www.relaxedapproach.com/events or ph: 9017 2118 
 
PARENTZONE NEWSLETTER - Our term 3 newsletter for 2009 is now available for reading/downloading at 
http://www.anglicarevic.org.au/index.php?action=filemanager&folder_id=928&pageID=6102&sectionID=5948  Please note 
that the list of groups is headed Term 2 groups in error, but they are in fact groups scheduled for term 3 - sorry for any 
confusion.  Erratum - p. 35 heading should read 'Parentzone parenting groups - Term 3'. 
 
SINGLE PARENTS ACTIVE KIDS ς Family Fun Day on Sunday 16

th
 August from 11.00 a.m. at Bundoora Park, 1069 Plenty Road, 

Bundoora.  RSVP 0430 504 119 or 9740 9896.  Email:  info@singleparentsactivekids.org  We are a fun, social networking group 
for single Mums and Dads and their children, offering co-ordinated activities such as:  Picnics, camps, movies, family dinners, 
parent nights, beaches, museums and much more! Call Moush on 0430 504 119 or Julie on 0407 539 330 or website: 
www.singleparentsactivekids.org.  E-mail: info@singleparentsactivekids.org 
 
KIDS SATURDAY BASKETBALL - Ivanhoe East Basketball Club welcomes new players both with and without basketball experience 

from ages 6 and up.  Registration Day is Sat. 1
st

 August, 10.00 am ς 4.00 pm at the basketball court in Ivanhoe East PS, Warncliffe 

Road, Ivanhoe East.  The summer season runs from October 2009 to March 2010, not incl school holidays & long weekends. 

More info. at  www.ivanhoeknights.org 

BRIGHT SPARKS CREATIVE WORKSHOPS - Weekly Sessions in Term 3.  Small groups for children between 5 & 9 yo.   10.30am-
12.30pm Saturdays commencing July 25.  $100 for 5 week course or $25 per session.  Sessions are held in Preston.  To enrol 
contact Naomi Williams on 0421 914 220.  For more information visit www.brightsparks.id.au 
 
JIKA JIKA Classes & Activities from July to Dec. 2009.  Brochures available outside the school office or visit www.jikajika.org.au 
 
TEAM TAEKWONDO Fitness Centre brochures available outside the school office.  Pick up a voucher for a trial class and get two 
classes free. 
 
OZ BALL ς AUSSIE HOOPS - An entry level program for kids aged 5-10 years.  Oz Ball is a 10 week program, with a 55 minute 
session each week held on Sat. mornings 9:00 ς 9:55 am at Collingwood College, McCutcheon Way, Collingwood.  Cost is $60 per 
participant which includes:  Coaching plus a basketball & t-shirt.  Register (from 8:45 am) prior to the commencement of the 
program at 9:00 am on Saturday, July 18th, 2009.  Further info. contact Tim Fruscalzo on 0412 599 319 or fliers available from 
the front office. 
  
WIRE will be running a session on Family Dispute Resolution - This free info. session will present a brief overview of Dispute 
Resolution Mediation for separating couples.  Monday 3 August from 2-2:45pm.  Cost Free.  Held at The Atrium, Level 5, Queen 
±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜΣ 210 Lonsdale Street, Melbourne, 3000.  PLACES LIMITED.  http://www.trybooking.com/BIW or ph. 9921 
0878 or email inforequests@wire.org.au 
 

TURN THE PAGE FOR MORE PARENTING IDEAS! 

https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.relaxedapproach.com/events
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