
 

Issue No. 02 
12th February, 2009 

 

 

GREETINGS FROM KERRIE 
Welcome back to School  
To all our children, families and staff, it is with great pleasure that I welcome you all back to begin the 2009 school 
year.  We currently have 245 students attending our school!  We have had a great start to the school year and I have 
thoroughly enjoyed visiting the classrooms and walking around the yard catching up with the children and families.  
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ΨōǳȊȊΩ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎŀƭƳƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŀǊŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ Ǉƭŀȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ games 
at break time.  Nothing like it! 
 
Our new 2009 Preps and families 
We had 46 very adorable new Preps begin school for the very first time on Monday last.  They have been fantastic!  
We are very proud of the way they have settled into school helped along by their experiences from Kinder, their 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ tǊŜǇ hǊƛŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǳŘŘƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƎǊŀŘŜ сΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻǳŘ 
and supportive parents, and our fantastic Prep teachers  Niki (Prep/1), Lisa (Prep) and Heather (Prep).  Welcome to 
our school both 2009 Preps and new families. 
 
Grade 6 Buddies 
¢ƘŜ tǊŜǇǎΩ DǊŀŘŜ с .ǳŘŘƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǇǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜǿ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōǳŘŘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
morning tea together last Monday.  The big Buddies have given the new Preps the opportunity to explore the school 
environment at recess and lunchtime whilst feeling safe and supported.   
 
Stories from our Preppies and Buddies 
Story 1:  little preppie had been excited all holidays about starting school, finally big day came.  Mum woke little 
ǇǊŜǇǇƛŜ ǳǇ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǇǊŜǇǇƛŜ ǎŀƛŘ άaǳƳƳȅΣ LΩƳ ǘƻƻ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎΗέ  ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ рΣ 
ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ƻƪέ ƳǳƳ ǊŜŀǎǎǳǊŜŘΦ  ά.ǳǘ LΩƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƻƻ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎΗέ  tǊŜǇǇƛŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜǿ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ by the 
end of it! 

IMPORTANT SCHOOL DIARY DATES 

Mon 16th Feb - Meet the Teachers week 
Mon 16th Feb - Lunch orders in today for tomorrow 
Mon 16th Feb - School Council Nominations Open 
Thurs 19th Feb - District Swimming 
Fri 20th Feb - Take Action School Day (see page 3) 
Mon 23rd Feb - School Council Nominations Close 
Mon 23rd Feb - Twilight Picnic & Games ς 6.00 p.m. on the Turf 
Wed 25th Feb - School Council Meeting ς 7.00 p.m. - Staffroom 
Mon 9th March - Labour Day Public Holiday ς No School 
Sat 14th March - Our Fantastic School Fete from 1.00 p.m. to 6.00 p.m. 
Wed 25th-27th Mar - Grade 3/4 Camp 
Mon 30th March - Preps begin full week of school 
Friday 3rd April - End of Term 1 ς 2.30 p.m. dismissal 
Monday 20th April - Start Term 2 



Story 2 - from Grade 6 Buddy with little Prep on Day 1: 
Buddy met Preppie girl just prior to Morning Recess and was carefully walking little Preppie around school.  As they 
rounded the corner of the building and headed toward the big play area (which was empty as children were still in 
ŎƭŀǎǎύΣ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǇǊŜǇǇƛŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ǉǳƛŜǘ ǳǇ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƛƴǘΣ ǘƛƎƘǘŜƴŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƎǊƛǇ ƻƴ ōƛƎ ōǳŘŘƛŜǎ ƘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ άLΩƳ 
ƎƭŀŘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ǳƴǘƛƭ L ŀƳ ŀ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊΦέ  .ƛƎ Buddy wondered how long 
this relationship was going to last! 
¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊ сΩǎΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ƨƻō ŀǎ ōƛƎ .ǳŘŘƛŜǎΣ ǊƻƭŜ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ 
 
Welcome to New Students and Families 
I would like to extend a very warm welcome to our other new student and her family, Natasha Dries in grade 4, LA 1. 
 
New Staff  
Welcome to Laura Bishop who is teaching science this year to the whole school from Prep to Year 6.  Laura has been 
held up a little in commencing her program due to the Science room getting new carpet and not being quite ready.  
LǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǎŜǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ L ƪƴƻǿ [ŀǳǊŀ ƛǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
throughout the year. 
 
Ψaŀƴȅ Ƴŀƴȅ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ Ω 
I would like to extend our gratitude and thanks to the following : 

¶ The garden group who spent time watering our school plants over the holidays (see article in newsletter).  A very 
hardworking and dedicated group, our plants would not have survived without you. 

¶ Rodney Ball, a member of our wider community, and friend of Rayleene, donated an electric guitar and amplifier 
to our school.  Rodney won the guitar at the Northcote Social Club and decided to donate it to us.  The children 
will make very good use of it, thanks Rodney, very generous. 

¶ Hugh for his very hard work over the holiday period with a myriad of jobs to make our school sparkle and ready 
for our return. 

 
Friends of the Library 
This year we have started with a small group of parents who have joined and are building on the great work our 
2008 group did to enhance our Library program for the children.  Thank you Sharon Stewart, Monica Bini, and 
Francesca Coles.  Any volunteers for the Library are encouraged to speak to Dora (LA12). 
 
IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ΧΚ 

¶ New Sun block blinds in the computer Lab & Library! 

¶ The building (demolition!) has begun in earnest with the 5/6 upgrade. 

¶ New sustainable garden put in around the Hawthorn Road side of the school, funded by the community water 
grant. 

¶ Newly painted red school doors and poles ς thanks Hugh! 

¶ Carpet in entrance to the Hall and Library foyer 

¶ Science Room re-carpeted 
 
!ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ǘƻ {ǘƻƭŜƴ DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ моth February 
All classes will be marking the significance of the anniversary day on Friday by doing various activities in their classes.  
The Prepςн ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ōƛƎ ōƻƻƪΤ рκсΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ψ.ŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
bŜǿǎΩ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅΤ нκоκп ǘŜŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ƻǊǊȅ 5ŀȅΩ ŦǊƻƳ нллу ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ 
our students and discuss.  The apology is an important step along the road to reconciliation between indigenous and 
non-indigenous Australians and our school will celebrate this significant event in AustraliŀΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ 
 
ΨDǊŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ aŜŜǘΩ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƴŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪ 
Just a reminder that next Monday, the parents in classes 1ς6 have been invited to come to school to chat to their 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
parents, to assist in planning and providing an appropriate learning environment and learning experiences for your 
ŎƘƛƭŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŎŎǳǊ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƻƴ ƛƴ ¢ŜǊƳ нΦ  
Teachers will be interested to hear from you, how your child is at home, what their interests are, and the things they 
do outside of school.  A separate notice has been sent home regarding this.  If you have not received a notice, and 



ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ school to ensure you have booked a confirmed 
place.   
 
Twilight Picnic Tea and family fun events Monday 23rd February  
²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ Ψ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ tƛŎƴƛŎ ¢Ŝŀ ϧ CŀƳƛƭȅ Cǳƴ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎΩ aƻƴŘŀȅ ноǊŘΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ 
School Community, to gather together socially, at the beginning of the school year. 
It is also an opportunity to welcome our new families into the school, and have some fun for all the family.   
Gather the clan after work, pack a picnic basket, grab the picnic rugs and deck chairs, and head down to school for a 
fun evening.  The idea is to have a hassle free, low-key event, BYO everything (deck chairs, rugs, food and drink).  
Start the evening with some yummy food and drink, catch up with friends and chat to our new families.   
We will finish off the evening with fun (read novelty) events for all grades and parents (volunteers only!) ς no need 
to start the training schedule, emphasis is on fun and participation. 
Where:  Northcote Primary School (around back of school, Henry street side) 
When:  Monday 23 February, 2009 
Time:  6.00 ς тΦолǇƳ όŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ сΦпрǇƳύ 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǘΣ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōŀƭƭ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΗ 
 
±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ .ǳǎƘŦƛǊŜ ǘǊŀƎŜŘȅ 
On behalf of the Department of Education and staff and our school community, I would like to convey our deepest 
sympathy to those students, staff and school communities that have been affected by the shocking bushfires that 
have ravaged our State.  Like all Victorians I am shocked by the scale of the damage and deeply saddened by the loss 
of life. Like everyone, I followed the news coverage in a state of disbelief as the weekend unfolded.  I would like to 
acknowledge the extraordinary work of the Emergency Services of Victoria including the CFA volunteers and the 
incredible support community members generously and selflessly gave to each other throughout the traumatic 
events of last week.   
 
Schools & Communities 
Three schools have been destroyed and many others continue to be closed due to fire related circumstances.  The 
Department has arranged for counsellors to be available to provide support for those students and families affected 
by the bushfires.  In response to this tragedy, the Victorian Government has established the 2009 Victorian Bushfire 
Appeal Fund, in partnership with the Australian Government and Red Cross, to provide vital support to those parents 
and students affected by the bushfires.  To provide support for this fund, all schools are asked to participate in a 
form of fundraising.   
 
hǳǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ 
We have decided at our school that we would like the children to take some action by participating in a day where 
we work in class teams on making our school a safe place to be in.  We will be making a list of tasks for each class, 
e.g. sweeping up loose leaves; picking up twigs and sticks etc.   
In exchange for a gold coin donation, all students will be encouraged to come along to school on Friday 20th 
February, and participate iƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀ ǎŀŦŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ΨǘŀƪŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘŀȅΩ 
ƛǎ ƻŎŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƘŦƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ wŜǎŎǳŜ 
CǳƴŘΩΦ  The Department has established a bank account for schools to deposit the funds raised by the gold coin day.  
All our thoughts are with all those affected at this difficult time. 
 
School Council Elections 2009 
What is a school council and what does it do? 
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally formed bodies that are given powers to set 
the key directions of a school within centrally provided guidelines. In doing this, a school council is able to directly 
influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students. 
Who is on the school council? 
There are three possible categories of membership: 
A mandate elected Parent category. More than one third of the total members must be from this category. 
Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (DEECD) employees can be Parent members at their 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ 
A mandate elected DEECD employee category. Members of this category may make up no more than one third of 
the total membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of these members. 
An optional Community member category. Its members are appointed by a decision of the council because of their 
special skills, interests or experiences. DEECD employees are not eligible to be Community members. 



The term of office for all members is two years. Half the members must retire each year, creating vacancies for the 
annual school council elections. 
 
Fantastic opportunity for parents! 
School Council is a fantastic opportunity for parents to be directly involved and have input into policy development 
and directions of the school.  School Council members are an enthusiastic group of parents and staff, who bring their 
skills & experiences to contribute to the smooth running of the school.   
We deal with such an interesting range of issues that School Council members will tell you that they enjoy their 
participation and find it very satisfying to follow issues and projects through.  
Meetings are twice per month for Council, with prior sub-committee meetings.   
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƻǳǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ Celia Pollard or myself, or 
any other School Council member. 
   
Council Membership expiring this year 
The parents & staff whose membership expires this year are:  Sally Gilder; Nicky Dulfer; Jennifer Arnold; Donna 
Bennett (parent members); Linda Batten and Rosemary Owen (staff members). 
 
Why is Parent membership so important? 
Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape the direction of 
the school. 
Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying in itself and may also find 
that their children feel a greater sense of belonging. 
How can you become involved? 
The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, ballots are only held 
if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant. 
In view of this, you might seriously consider standing for election as a member of the school council encouraging 
another person to stand for election. 
 
Do I need special experience to be on school council? 
bƻΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴŜŜŘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ others to help 
ǎƘŀǇŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 
 
What do you need to do to stand for election? 
As Principal, I will issue a notice and call for nominations following the commencement of Term 1 each year. All 
school council elections must be completed by the end of March.  
If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or you can 
nominate yourself in the Parent category. 
DEECD employees whose child is enrolled in a school in which they are not employed are eligible to nominate as 
parents for the school council where their child is enrolled  
Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the Office within the time stated on the notice of election. You 
will receive a Nomination Form Receipt in the mail following the receipt of your completed nomination. 
If there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be conducted during the 
two weeks after the call for nominations has closed. 
 
Remember 

¶ Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what to do 

¶ Consider standing for election to council this year 

¶ Be sure to vote in the elections. 
Contact, Kerrie, Principal, for further information. 
 
Timeline for School Council Election: 
Monday 16 February  Call for nominations, nomination forms available from office.            
Monday 23 February   Nominations close at 4 pm. 
Wednesday 25th February List of eligible candidates displayed in foyer, Nominator. 
Monday 2 March   Distribute ballot papers by this date 
Tuesday 10 March  Close of ballot. 
Wednesday 11 March   Count votes and declare the poll 



Thursday 18 March   Tentative date for new council to elect office bearers (to be confirmed) 
 
Schedule 4 - Notice of Election and Call for Nominations  
An election is to be conducted for members of the school council of Northcote Primary School Council.  
Nomination forms may be obtained from the school and must be lodged by 4.00pm on Monday 23rd February, 2009.  
 
The ballot will close at 4.00 pm on Tuesday 10 March, 2009. 
  
Following the closing of nominations a list of the nominations received will be posted at the school. The terms of 
office, membership categories and number of positions in each membership category open for election are as 
follows ς  
 

Membership category  Term of office  No. of positions  

Parent member From the day after the date of the declaration of the poll in 2009 
and inclusive of the date of the declaration of the poll in 2010 

 
 

4 

DEECD employee member From the day after the date of the declaration of the poll in 2009 
to and inclusive of the date of the declaration of the poll in 2010 

 
2 

 
Personal goods bought to school at own risk 
Personal property is often brought to school by students, staff and visitors.  This can include mobile phones, 
calculators, toys, sporting equipment and cars parked on school premises.  The Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development does not hold insurance for personal property brought to schools and it will generally not 
pay for any loss or damage to such property.  Children should not bring any unnecessary or particularly valuable 
items to school. 
 
Student Accident Insurance Arrangements 
Parents/Carers are reminded that the Department does not provide personal accident insurance for students.  
Parents and guardians are generally responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured students, 
including any transport costs, unless the injury is caused by the negligence (carelessness) of a Department or school 
council employee or volunteer. 
Student accident insurance policies are available from the private insurance market.  These cover a range of medical 
expenses not covered by Medicare.  They can be obtained by parents for individual students.   
Parents/guardians are reminded that this is important to consider prior to any school camp or major excursion. 
 
A great year in 2009 
In closing, I again welcome you all back to school.  Being part of our school you would know that it is an exciting, 
environment that is buzzing with positive energy and learning that is well supported by our school community.  We 
are very pleased that each and everyone of you are part of our school community and want to let you know, that we 
always appreciate your involvement and support.  I look forward to a great year together in 2009. 
 

Warm regards 
Kerrie 
 

CAMP AUSTRALIA ς OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS CARE 
Hi everyone ς welcome back to all in 2009! 
This term the program will be running more indoor activities due to the extreme hot weather we have had ς more 
creative crafts, games, competitions, cooking and a lot more.  As the weather becomes cooler we will resume 
outdoor play as usual.  During the summer holiday our garden vegetable patch suffered a little but we still managed 
to produce some of the best zucchinis ever, some as long as 40cm with the help of the children in the garden club. 
Just a reminder again to all parents, children using the program will need to fill in their 2009 enrolment forms before 
ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ 
enrolment form this year please do so asap. 
Rosa (OOSHP) 



PUPIL OF THE WEEK  
 

 LA9  - Flora  
  - Harry  
 LA10  - Finn  
  - Zoe 
 LA14  - Ava  
  - Bridget  
 LA11  - Logan  
 LA12  - Marco  
 LA1  - Edward  
  - Electra  
 LA2  - Bill  
  - Eva  
 LA3  - William  
 LA 4 - Daniel  
  - Jack  
 LA13  - Brigid  
  - Lily  
  - Issy  
 Italian  - Jayden  
  - Romeo  
 
 The FETE is coming Χ March 14 2009 
The date draws near and itΩs time to get organised.  We need everyone in the school community to do their little bit 
to make it happen.   What are you able to do to help?   Can you: 
 

ƀ Help door knock for prizes for the silent auction (toddlers are  always helpful with this)? (Contact 
selawson@bigpond.com) 

ƀ Make some Jams or cakes? (Contact jloconnor@dodo.com.au or benich.lucina.l@edumail.vic.gov.au) 

ƀ Work on a stall on the day? (Sign up information in next newsletter) 

ƀ Help set up equipment on Saturday or pack up Sunday (Any big strong men (and women) would be appreciated). 
(Contact sally.gilder@rmit.edu.au or Helen@batchelors.net  

ƀ Help collect equipment on Friday from other schools? (contact sally.gilder@rmit.edu.au or Helen@batchelors.net  

ƀ Drop off leaflets in letterboxes? (Sign up at twilight picnic or contact katherine.w@optusnet.com.au) 

ƀ Donate to silent auction (contact selawson@bigpond.com) 

ƀ Donate to books, trash and treasure or toys? (Drop off at school ς details in newsletter next week) 

ƀ Do you have a talent we could tap into for the fete? (Contact sally.gilder@rmit.edu.au or Helen@batchelors.net ) 

ƀ Too busy for any but can make a donation fete? (Contact sally.gilder@rmit.edu.au or Helen@batchelors.net ) 

ƀ Co-ordinate the coffee stall.   Our wonderful coffee co-ordinators of the past few years are unable to run the stall 
this year.  Please contact them if you can take it on. It is all organised to go! (rodandmarisa@hotmail.com) 

 
Anything would be appreciated so we can have a great fete!   Roster will be available next week to fill your name in.  
Thanks for all those people who have already been working hard on the fete.  If we have forgotten anything please 
ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ ΨǇΩ ǇƭŀǘŜǎ ƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŦŜǘŜ Ŏƻ-ordinating!   Please come and speak to us or email us on: 
 sally.gilder@rmit.edu.au  -  9481 0090  or  Helen@batchelors.net  -  0415 952 517 

mailto:jloconnor@dodo.com.au
mailto:selawson@bigpond.com
mailto:rodandmarisa@hotmail.com


 
Going, Going, Gone!!!  ANNUAL SILENT AUCTION 
WE NEED GOODS, SERVICES AND GREAT OFFERS! 
Great opportunity to contribute to the Fete before the day 
 
The Silent Auction at the school Fete has consistently been one of the most successful stalls, raising thousands of 
dollars from donations of goods and services from local and state-wide businesses, as well as from the school 
community.  Friends, families, friends of families, and teachers at Helen Street, have in the past generously donated 
some fantastic items for auction which have resulted in the success!  These have included: 
 
ΧǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎΣ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ƻǊ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΧǿŜŜƪŜƴŘǎ ŀǘ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ 
houses, original artwork, cooking a special dinner, babysitting, vouchers for natural therapy sessions, haircuts and 
ƳŀǎǎŀƎŜǎΧŀ ǎŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘǊƛǇ ƻƴ ŀ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ȅŀŎƘǘΣ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ƴŜǿ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻȅǎΣ ŀ ǇƛŎƴƛŎ ƘŀƳǇŜǊΣ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ǾƻǳŎƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
нллу ǾŜǊȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ /ǊǳƳǇƭŜǊ ōŀƎǎΧ 
 
Donations Needed 
This year we are seeking the support of the whole school community by asking as many families as possible to obtain 
1-2 donations.  You should consider what you personally could donate as well as asking family members/friends and 
businesses you regularly support, to donate their specialist skills/services or products.  It is generally surprisingly 
easy to secure items ς usually all you have to do is ask!  This is a particularly good way to support the Fete, if it is 
hard for you to commit time on the day. 
 
Volunteers Needed 
Volunteers are needed to canvas an area of the local shopping ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ IƛƎƘ {ǘΣ ²ŜǎǘƎŀǊǘƘέ 
ƻǊ ά¢ƘŜ tƭŀȊŀέΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ {ǳŜ [ŀǿǎƻƴ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘƛƴƎΦ  
Copies of the explanation letter to traders, pro forma vouchers and Donations pro forma can be obtained from Sue 
ƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ Wƻ IǳǊǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŦƛƴŀƭƛǎŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƛǘŜƳǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ {ǳŜ ƻǊ WƻΦ 
 
We need all items donated by Friday, March, 6th, 2009.  Thanks and please contact me if you have any questions at 
all.  Sue Lawson (Hamish, LA11) selawson@bigpond.com, 9489 4409 or 0410 432 968 
 

FETE SPONSORS WANTED!!!!! 
 Do you know of a local business that maybe interested in sponsoring a fete stall?  Please contact Helen Rainsford on 
0415 952 517.  2009 Stall Sponsors to date: 
  
Salad Bar ς Bendigo Bank - Clifton Hill / North Fitzroy Branch, 101Queens Pde, Clifton Hill, Ph: 9482 9040 
Zap Zone - Accountancy Group P/L Suite 1, 101- 103 Queens Pde, Clifton Hill Ph: 9481 1111 
Sushi and Fruit Bar - Doctors of Northcote, 295 High Street, Northcote Ph: 9481 1214 
Pre-School Paradise - J & C Carroll, Merri St., Warrnambool 

CALLING ALL JAM & CHUTNEY MAKERS 
¢ƘŜ CŜǘŜ ƛǎ ǊŀǇƛŘƭȅ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǎǘŀƭƭǎ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ IŜƭŜƴΩǎ IŀǊǾŜǎǘ 
where we sell lots of yummy home-made jams, chutneys, pickles and sauces.  If anyone has made, or 
Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜΣ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎǘŀƭƭΣ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜΦ hǊ ƛŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ 
has excess fruit or vegetables in their gardens that they could donate, though I realize tƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƛƴ ǎƘƻǊǘ 
ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ ƘŜŀǘΣ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƳŜ ŀƭǎƻΦ  !ƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ όōǳǘ ǿŀƛǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƳƻǊŜύΣ ƛŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŎƭŜŀƴ ƧŀǊǎ ŀƴŘκƻǊ 
vinegar, we have some from last year.  Email Cathy Drinkwater (Lucy & CǊŀƴƪΩǎ aǳƳύ ƻƴ 
drinkmorr@optusnet.com.au or call me on 9481 0356 or 0409 516 950.  Thanks 
 

NIT REMINDER 
!ƭƭ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǳŀǊŘƛŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘŀƛǊ ƻƴ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ōŀǎƛǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŦǳƭ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 
critters seem to wait until the kids get back to school to begin their breeding program.  If you find nits or lice in your 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘŀƛǊΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƪƴƻǿ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜƴŘ ƻǳǘ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎΦ 
 

mailto:drinkmorr@optusnet.com.au


CALLING ALL PRE-LOVED 
         
 
 
 
 

Attention all toys!  Are you feeling as if your ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǘƎǊƻǿƴ ȅƻǳΚ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭŀƴƎǳƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŀ 
cupboard why not try your luck at the Northcote Primary School fête? Our pre-loved toy stall is popular with the 
kids, and with parents looking for bargains. You could be just what another child is looking for!  Pre-loved toys can be 
delivered to the school office foyer from Friday 13 February. The fête is only FOUR weeks away, so get sorting!  
(Please, no broken toys or jigsaws with missing pieces; they will not sell.) 
 
Can you help with collection and sorting of toys? 
Over the next four weeks our generous school community will donate quite a few pre-loved toys to help raise funds 
at the school fête on Saturday 14 March. I need someone to help me collect and prepare the toys for sale. If you are 
available at school drop-off or pick-ǳǇ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ǎǇŀǊŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƘƻǳǊǎΦ LΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳΦ 
Michelle Manly on 9495 0737 or 0401 795 495 
 

BABY CONGRATULATIONS 
To Mayrose (LA4) and family on the birth of Owen Turloch Jones on 24th January. 

 
UPDATE ON THE SCHOOL GARDENS 
During the final weeks of last year, prep, grade 3 and 4 students enthusiastically planted out the vegetable beds with 
lots of seeds, seedling and herbs. We watered the vegetable and native plantings over the holidays and everything 
grew like crazy. Now we have a lovely kitchen garden with juicy tomatoes, climbing beans, unusual gourds, silver 
beet, flowers and more. The extreme weather in the last weeks has set the plants back but they are still doing ok ς 
come and have a look. 
 
You may also have noticed the new landscaping outside LA11, where a new water-wise garden consisting of 
plantings of native grasses, shrubs, small trees and wind breaks is underway.  A second rainwater tank will also be 
installed alongside the existing tank in the coming weeks.  
 
Many thanks to all those families who helped with watering over summer holidays:  Peter Appelman, Cathy 
Drinkwater, Emily Nance and Jane Miller.  We are keen to get more parents and families involved with watering the 
existing garden and contributing to future plans. If interested please contact: 
 
YȅƭŜŀ /ƭŀǊƪŜ όwǳōȅ ŀƴŘ .ŜƭƭŀΩǎ ƳǳƳύ  
home: 9484 8520, mob: 0425 853 615 or email: e.schulz@bom.gov.au 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
NORTHCOTE HIGH SCHOOL 2009 OPEN DAY on Wednesday April 29th 2009. 2.00 ς 6.30 pm.  Tours, displays, meet 
our staff and students.   Information Sessions 4.30 and 6.30 pm or www.nhs.vic.edu.au 
 School day tours are available by arrangement from February 2009, at 9.30 am on most Tuesday and Friday 
mornings. 
 Note: 2010 ACE Program Testing ς Saturday 2nd May 2009. See our website for program details and an application 
form.  
  

THORNBURY HIGH SCHOOL Year 6 Information Night is on Thursday 19th March 2009.  Peter Egeberg 
 
LOYOLA COLLEGE OPEN DAY ï Monday 16

th
 February.  Contact 9434 4466 for more information. 

 
BIG FOLK are playing at BADFOLK (Berwick and District Folk Club) at the Old Cheese Factory, 34 Homestead Road, 
Berwick.  (In the old days we used to call our mums ñthe old cheeseò ï no idea why.  Perhaps this is the place where 
they ñchurnò out new mums).  Doors open at 7.30 p.m.   Guests $10.00, members $7.00.  Also coming up in the near 
future is a Bushfire Benefit Bash at the Lomond.  More details soon. 

mailto:e.schulz@bom.gov.au
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