
 

 
Issue No. 24 

12th August, 2009 
 

 

WORKING BEE 
 

A working bee will be held on Saturday 22 nd  
August from 12.30 to 4.00 p.m.  Lunch will be 
provided so please RSVP to Jane on 9489 3591 
for catering purposes.  We will be putting a 

retaining wall around the sandpit in 
Helen Street and Hawth orn Road.  Make 
sure you bring your work boots with you.  

Other activities will involve the usual ð 
sweeping, raking, etc. so don¤t forget 
your brooms (no riding in the school 
yard), shovels and wheelbarrows.   
 

 
 

IMPORTANT SCHOOL DIARY DATES 
 

Saturday 22 nd  August  - Working Bee  

Thursday 20 th August  - Cultural Performance No. 3 - 9.15 a.m.  

Monday 24 th August  - Last Day for Trivia Night Ticket Order Form & Money  

Wed -Fri 26-28th Aug ust - Life Ed Van  

Friday 28 th August  - Daffodil Day  

Thursday 27 th August  - District Athletics  

Friday 28 th August  - Trivia Night  

Monday 31 st August  - Policy & Finance Meeting ð Staffroom ð 6.30-8.30 p.m.  

Thursday 3 rd September  - Grade 5/6 Science Incursion  



GREETINGS FROM KERRIE 
Student Achievemen t 

Congratulations to all our Athletes!  

A wonderful day was had by all students at the Collingwood Athletics track last Friday.  It was 

fantastic to see the enthusiasm and effort that all Prep to year 6 students were putting into their 

events from toss the bean bag (some enthusiastic Preppies nearly hit the Principal standing on the 

sidelines!), to shot put,  hurdles and relays.  The children really enjoyed the day and didnõt seem to 

mind the brrrrrr temperatures at all.  Ribbons were awarded to winners, pla cegetters and 

participants so that all students went home at the end of the day with something to show for their 

great athletic efforts.  

 

I would like to award a thank you ôribbonõ to all the parents who came along and were assigned 

a task and supported th is wonderful day for the children, the day would not have been possible 

without the committed parent support.  You were all great, thank you!  Well done all staff who 

carried out the pre -house sport meets and managed the houses, events and kept morale high  

throughout the athletics day, thank you!   

Special thank you to the following staff and trainee teachers who put many hours into the 

preparation, organisation and operation of the first Athletics Day at our school:  Natasha; Peter; 

Lisa; Karen and Ross.  Thank you also to our Jo from the office (Jackõs Mum), who was ever ready 

with the first aid throughout the day too.   

 

We have had very positive feedback about the day and ways to improve it and also the 

possibility of the next one.    

 

The Results é  

1st:  Yellow House with 280 points.  

2nd :  Green House with 271 points.  

3rd:  Red House with 260 points.  

4th:  Blue House with 255 points.   

 

Congratulations all houses and the trophy remains with Yellow house for 2009!  

 

Well done basketballers!  

On Monday, tea cher/coach Ross Bennie took a group of our 5/6 students to participate in a one 

day, round robin, basketball competition against other schools in our district.  Some of these 

students play together in local basketball teams on the weekend and you might oft en see them 

running up and down the court at our school demonstrating their great skills.  Ross reported back 

that both boys and girls team played really well and just missed out on playing in the final play off.   

 

National Recognition Week for School Sup port Staff  

During the week beginning 17 th August, it is National Recognition Week for Education School 

Support Staff.  I would like to acknowledge our School Support Staff and the vital work that they 

do to contribute to our school being a safe, orderly an d caring environment for our children to be 

in.   

Lyn Ramsay ð Business Manager: has the very important task of making sure the money is in the 

bank to run the school! When not busy doing the money, Lyn may be in the front office to help 

you out.  Lyn is o ur living historian, if you want to know something about the schoolõs past, sheõs 

the one to ask!  

Jo Hurst ð worldõs best ômeeter and greeterõ, sheõs generally the one who answers your calls; 

passes on important messages to your child; greets you at the fr ont office; calls you when your 

child is sick and carries out first aid in a very TLC manner to all.  And sometimes if your are at the 

office at around 3.30pm you can see her perform all these tasks at once while still smiling at you!   

Michel éé - makes sure that there is money in the bank to run the out of school hours program 

and that you get your bill on time as well as a myriad of other Administrative tasks to ensure that it 

is a high quality program.   

Cindy ð supports children with their learning and  classroom programs across the school  



Hugh ð our ôMr Fixitõ and all round problem solver.  Hugh knows how to make our school 

environment safe for all of our community.  You want to know where the switchboards are, the 

pipes, or what type of gutters run bet ween which valleys, or getting the balls, toys and shoes off 

the roof?  Heõs the man to ask! 

 

Thank you to all our Education Support Staff, you all do a wonderful job!  

 

Are you intending moving to another school for 2010?  

We have started the planning proce ss of for 2010, which means working out how many children 

we think we might have at each grade level, and therefore, how many teachers the budget will 

allow us to fund.   

Accurate student numbers are crucial in being able to make resource plans regarding s taffing, 

curriculum provision, and possible grade structures for 2010.  

If you know you will be leaving  our school, could you please let the office know as soon as 

possible ?  We would very much appreciate knowing sooner rather than later.   
 

Parent Opinion S urvey 2009  

In two weeks, w e will be sending out parent opinion surveys to approximately 40 families in our 

community to get some feedback on a range of issues around how parents rate our schoolõs 

provision of teaching and learning programs; quality of comm unication from the school; how 

parents rate the teachers etc.  This survey is generated by the Department of Education and Early 

Childhood and is sent to every government school across the state.   

 

The survey responses are then collated and aggregated aga inst all other schools in Victoria and 

the results are sent back to the school, in the form of graphs, to give the school an idea about 

how our parents feel about our school compared to how parents at other schools feel about their 

schools.  In the past, p arents have thought that it is Department of Education seeking feedback 

on resources needed for our school.  Unfortunately, this is not so.  The Department merely collates 

and returns the surveys to the school.  The Department does not look at the survey r esponse from 

parents to inform it about resources.  

 

In 2008, School Council were pleased with the improvement in the results of our Parent Opinion 

Survey compared to previous years.  Still in relation to how other parents felt about their school 

across Vic toria, our parents had rated our school below the state wide benchmark.   School 

Council and the staff have spent time analysing the 2008 responses and have been very active in 

listening to parents and implementing strategies to improve the way the school communicates to 

our community so that parents are aware of what goes on in our school, particularly in relation to 

teaching and learning with their children.  We believe we have strengthened the way we work 

together as a community to provide the best we ca n for our students.  This survey tells us what you 

think of your school that you are part of and we would hope that this reflects in an improvement 

of our 2009 results.   

 

Warm regards!  

Kerrie  

 

FOUND 
Today in the junior playground area, a navy blue toddler õs shoe.  If your child has lost their shoe, 

please call at the office to collect it.  

 

Two Nintendo DS games.  Please see Jo or Lyn in the office.  

 

LOST PROPERTY 
Please, please, please é the Lost Property cupboard is overflowing!  Make sure you write your 

childõs name on jumpers, jackets, scarves, hats, lunchboxes, drink bottles and anything else you 

can think of so they can be returned to children asap.  Thanks, Heather (the Lost Property Fairy)  



 
  

 LA9  -  Juliette  H &  Lachlan G  

 LA10  -  Finn B   &  Tahlia D  

 LA11  -  Hamish L  &  Hannah A  

 LA12  -  Tanaya D  &  Josh D  

 LA14  -  Bridget L  &  Niamh B  

 LA1  -  Barn R   &  Ramadan Z  

 LA2  -  Xavier K  

 LA3  -  Reshaan G  &  Ben P   &   Esther B  

 LA4  -  Sapphire W  &  Gus M  

 LA13  -  Hugh O  

 Art  -  Charlotte N  &  Max H  

   &  Spencer G - S 

 Itali an  -  Bridget LA14   &   Bang Yan Jin (LA12)  

 

 

 

HELEN STREET TRIVIA NIGHT 
TRIVIA NIGHT - ONLY 2 WEEKS TO GO! 

  

Please return all booking forms by Monday 24 August  so that we can finalise the 

table layouts. If you have misplaced the green ticket order form t hat went home 

a couple of weeks ago, you can download another from the school website.   

Hope to see you all there.  

  

P.S. If anyone has access to a trailer or station wagon and would be available to 

help collect chairs from Isabel Henderson Kindergarten in  North Fitzroy in the 

afternoon of Friday 28th August, please contact Emily on 0419 205 417.  

 

 

  

ATHLETICS TRAINING IN GRADES 5/6 
Children in Grades 5 and 6 will be continuing athletics practise every Friday morning this term.  

Please encourage children to  wear appropriate loose clothing and footwear.  (Converse, Puma, 

Volleys and flat soled shoes give no support and are not suitable for athletics training).  Thanks, 

Linda  

 



OUR FANTASTIC ATHLETICS 
DAY!!!! 

Here are just a few of the photos taken on our Athle tics Day on Friday.  If parents have 

more photos they have taken, it would be much appreciated if they could be sent to us 

at school.  They can be emailed to Jo in the office at hurst.joanne.p@edumail .vic.gov.au  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The wheels on the bus �«  Instructions first  
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 and again!  

Trackside helpers  
Trackside cheerleaders  

mailto:hurst.joanne.p@edumail.vic.gov.au

