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IMPORTANT SCHOOL DIARY DATES

Prep-Gr 2 Excursion to Collingwood Children’s Farm
Cultural Performance — One Show at 2.30 p.m.
Open Day

NAPLAN Testing for Grades 3 & 5

Grade 1/2 Excursion to Dromkeen

Education Week

Tri-skills Gymnastics (Prep-4) starts

Grade 5/6 Camp

Tri-skills Dance (Gr 5-6) starts

Grade 5/6 Excursion to Immigration Museum
Public Holiday — No School for Students
Statewide Reporting Day — No Students at School

GREETINGS FROM KERRIE

Welcome back to everyone in our community!

What beautiful autumnal weather Melbourne enjoyed over the holidays and Easter break. | hope

you and your families relaxed and enjoyed yourselves during the holidays.

Student Achievement

Congratulations to the following year 6 s who successfully applied to be members of the Cookbook
Committee and Athletics Day Carnival Committee. Linda and Ross, year 5/6 teachers were very
impressed with the standard and high quality of the written applications from all students and were
very proud to see so many students prepared to take such an active role in our school community
activities. We look forward to the work you will do in assisting the successful launch of our school

community cookbook and the organisation of the Athletics Day Carnival. Well done Cookbook




Committee members: Ruby; Mathilde; Brigid; Lucy M; Grace; Lucy W; Julia; and Issy; and well
done Athletics Committee: Beth; Lily D; Maddy; and Nell. All of these students are demonstrating

great commitment and leadership in our school.

Group Tours for Prospective Enrolments 2010

We are commencing our group tours for prospective enrolments every Tuesday morning starting
from May 5. We have had many enquiries and tours are booking up fast. If you know of any
parents who are considering schools for their children for 2010, please let them know about our

great school, and to ring our office to book in for a tour.

Our School open day — Tuesday May 5th

We will be holding our open day on May 5t also this year. It is an excellent opportunity to
showcase the quality educational opportunities our school offers. Come along and seelt is a great
time to open our doors to our parents and the broader community to see school programs and

student’s quality work on display.

The evening session begins at 5.30 and goes through to 7.00pm. Parents are invited to come
along with their child and have a look at the work they have been doing this year. Please keep in
mind that this is not a parent teacher interview, but an opportunity to see your child’s class during

the day, or their work in the evening sessions.

Soon, you will receive a personal note from your child inviting you to come along to their class to
observe and acknowledge their great work. It would mean a lot to your child if you were able to
spare some time to demonstrate your support. Teachers will also send home the timetable for the
day so you can pick a time you might like to come along to see a particular activity or learning

experience.

Building the Education Revolution — National School Pride

We have been notified by the Minister for Education, Julia Gillard, and our local Federal Labor
Member for Batman, Martin Ferguson, that our school’s submission for $125,000 under the NSP
program, for the repair and painting of the external double storey building has been successful!
This is a fantastic opportunity to make repairs to our largest historic building as the cost of it's
upkeep has been beyond our school’s capacity to finance over the years and has been on our
wish list to do for some time. This will add to the internal upgrade of the upstairs section currently

in progress. All of this work will improve and enhance the learning environment for our students.



Teacher Professional Learning — ongoing improvement

As part of our commitment to the Northern Region’s ‘Achievement Improvement Zone’ program
(focus on teacher professional learning to improve pedagogy and student achievement in Literacy
and Numeracy), we have invited Professor Peter Sullivan from Monash University, to visit some of
our classrooms next week to observe our teacher practice and provide feedback.

Teachers will also be involved in peer observation and feedback throughout the day. This is a
great opportunity for our teachers to show what we have learnt already throughout this project and
open ourselves up for constructive feedback. | am very confident that Peter will be impressed with
the practices he observes with suggestions for us as to where to go next. | know we have quality
teachers at our school who demonstrate a commitment to ongoing learning and improvement. |
commend the teachers for their openness and willingness to participate in such a professional

learning opportunity.

Your 2008-2009 School Councillors

Marina Henley — President (Mathilde Year 6; Barn Year 2; Leo Year Prep)
Andrew Dodd - Vice President (Tim Year 2)

Celia Pollard — (Aife Year 6; Pascale Year 2)

Doug McPherson - (Electra Year 3; Magnus Year Prep)

Amanda Watkinson — (Sapphire Year 6; Mirryindi Year 1)
Vanessa Walker — (Oliver Year 2)

Sarah MaclLean — (Rosa Year 5; Freya Year 2)

Linda Batten Year 5/6 teacher

Rosemary Owen Year 3/4 teacher

Heather Mountain Year Prep teacher

Karen Rush Assistant Principal

Kerrie Williams Principal

If you wish to contact any School Councillors over School Council issues, you can email the
school and we can forward your email on to the appropriate Councillor or Committee.

Thank you Mr Mather (Bob)

Mr Mather is an ex-student of Northcote Primary School who lives in Herbert Street. Every year,

he walks around the school to the office and drops in a generous donation and has a chat. Bob
was dux of the school many years ago and continues to give a generous donation to his old

school. Thank you so much Bob, a gentleman and true Northcote Primary School benefactor.

Warm Regards,

Kerrie



Newsf | ash! Days

Did you know that last year our students were absent from school an average of
16 days?* Thatodos about 80 |l essons of maths or
gaps in their learning and mastering of concepts, skills and processes, as well as being able to
maintain positive relationships with their peers and teachers.
*State average is 13 days.

(See information sheet on other side)

If a child is not at school, they are not learning.
Did you also know that every class has at least one student who is seldom on time and ready for

learning at 9.00? When a student is late to class they miss out on key information about the day,

the introduction of a lesson and the context as to why we are learning this skill or process.

Literacy and numeracy are the main subjects taught first thing in the morning 1 arriving late means

that a student will missing out on vital learning in these key curriculum areas. A class of students

Q;— can be distracted when a student enters the room after 9.00 - the teacher will need to

V 9 re-explain what the focus and task is, taking their time away from working with, eg, their
reading or maths groups.

Of course, students get sick or need to attend appointments from time to time. These
are reasonable excuses for absence and most parents in our community provide the S

written explanation to school.

1 Current research shows a link between regular attendance and positive
social, emotional and learning outcomes for students

1 Think of a brick wall i missing bricks represent days missed from school. With bricks
missing here and there, the structure of the wall is weakened and will eventually fall down

1 There is a correlation between poor attendance and student disengagement and being to
exposed to O6at risk~6é behaviours

1 A commitment to attendance and punctuality is important in preparing students for roles
and responsibilities in adult life

Parent responsibilities

1 Ensure your child is at school by 9.00
1 Provide a written note explaining any absence 1 give to the class teacher

1 If late for school you must sign your child in at the office i your child CANNOT sign
themselves in

1 If collecting your child before 3.30 you must sign them out at the office

If you require support with getting your child to school regularly and/or on time, please contact

myself or your chil doggteacher:

Regards, *ﬂi"

Karen Rush




PARENT INFORMATION: NATIONAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM, LITERACY & NUMERACY
(NAPLAN) http://www.naplan.edu.au

The National Assessment Program — Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests will be conducted on
Tuesday 12 May, Wednesday 13 May and Thursday 14 May 2009.

Students at Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 in schools across Australia will be completing literacy and

numeracy tests on the same days.
The results from the national literacy and numeracy tests provide an important measure of how
Australian students are performing in the content strands of numeracy, reading, writing, spelling,

grammar and punctuation. These tests will include:

* Language Conventions incorporates spelling, grammar and punctuation.

** Numeracy incorporates Number, Space, Algebra, function and pattern, Space, Measurement,
chance and data Years 3 and 5 teachers here at Northcote PS are preparing and familiarizing
students for the tests, by providing examples of content and format.

It has been recommended that parents and carers can best assist students by making them feel
comfortable about the nature and purpose of the tests. They can assure their children that the
assessments will give them an opportunity to show what they have learned in class. Parent

information and test samples are available on the website http://www.naplan.edu.au or by

contacting your child’s classroom teacher.

Timetable for National Assessment Program — Literacy and Numeracy 2009 at Years 3 and 5

Year Level Tuesday 12 May Wednesday 13 May |Thursday 14 May
Year 3 Language Conventions* Reading Numeracy**
40 minutes 45 minutes 45 minutes
Writing
40 minutes
Year 5 Language Conventions Reading Numeracy
40 minutes 50 minutes 50 minutes
Writing
40 minutes

Margaret Barrett
NAPLAN Co-ordinator


http://www.naplan.edu.au/
http://www.naplan.edu.au/

PUPIL OF THE WEEK

LA9 - EverettO 8 D

- Amy C
LA10 - Bobassa A

- Tahlia B
LA11 - MenziesC
LA12 - Tali W
LA14 - Lucia S

- Emily S
LA1 - Ella S

- Azib W
LA2 - Myles H
LA3 - Esther B

- Max D
LA4 - Lucrezia D
LA13 - Issy E

- Beth S

- Lucy M
ltalian - Ella S (LAl)

- Tyrone (LA12)

WINTER INTERSCHOOL SPORTS PROGRAM
The Northcote and District Winter Sports program begins on Friday 1st May. Training for students

in grade 4/5/6 will commence next Tuesday 28t April and end on Tuesday 16t June. Newcombe,
Netball and Soccer training will begin every Tuesday afternoons from the 28t onwards, 3.30 —
4.15pm. Notices have been sent home this week and need to be returned as soon as possible.

The last sports training session will be Tuesday 16t June.

Soccer - Ross

t* i ﬁ@ ‘ v
t&% Netball - Linda/Daniel/Margaret Q 4

i Newcombe - Rosemary : "

Margaret Barrett




OOSHP NEWS THIS WEEK - ‘We Make Kids Smile’

Hi everyone and welcome back! This term the program will focus on craft work indoors, covering
special occasions such as ANZAC Day, Mother’s Day, etc. as well as other interesting art projects.
Our garden area will need preparing for the Autumn and Winter crops so the garden club will be
little busy beavers over the next few weeks.

As a result of last year’s success, the program will run a soccer competition over the month of
May, so we hope you can join us over this period.

Thanks,

Rosa (OOSHP)

LOST PROPERTY

Our Lost Property cupboard is filled to the brim! The items will be displayed on tables
outside the Hall this Friday and then will be packed up and donated to charity. Please be

sure to take a look as there are many lovely items.

Pssst! Have you heard the news? Helen's Harvestis almost here!

Yes, that's right, the long-awaited, long-gestated Northcote Primary School cookbook will be arriving on
Friday 1 May - just in time for Mother's Day. With a cover by Sarah Faulkner, illustrations by NPS kids and
professional layout and editing jobs, we think it looks great (and then there are the recipes to salivate

over...). Here's what you can expect!

Over 100 recipes prepared with love by the Northcote Primary School Community. Includes:

favourite family recipes tried and fested by our passionate home cooks

vegetarian, non-vegetarian and kid-friendly recjpes

,4 4
lens

Ha

favourite fete salad-bar recipes, by popular demand He
Expect an order form to arrive home via your child today or tomorrow (Friday
24 April). They'll be $15 per copy. Stock up on a few copies for Christmas

while you're at it — the perfect present for family and friends.

We're excited!

The Recipe Book Team

New menu from Lunches to Grow
sent home today or visit
www.lunchestogrow.com.au




SCHOOL COMMUNITY NEWS

NORTHCOTE HIGH SCHOOL OPEN DAY - Wednesday April 29 ™ from 2pm & 6 pm. Information
Sessions at 5pm and 7 pm. Telephone 9488 2300. Nor t hcot e High School 8s AC
achieving students enters its 14 ™ year of operation . Testing for Year 7 entry 2010 will be conducte  d

on Saturday May 2 ". Application forms from the school or ~ www.nhs.vic.edu.au

PRINCES HILL SECONDARY COLLEGE INFORMATION EVENING on Thursday 7" May, 2009 at
4.00 pm Information Session and Tour or  7.00pm Info rmation Session and Tour . Tours Monday &
Thursday mornings at 8.45am until 7™ May. Please phone to book for a tour 9389 0600 .

MELBOURNE GIRLS COLLEGE 8 Information Session & Open Day on Wednesday 6 " May from 9.30
am to 2.30pm. Year 7 2010 Information  Session in the College Lyceum on Wednesday 29 " April &
Daughters Surnames A -K arrive at 7.00 p.m. and Daughters Surnames L -Z arrive at 7.45 p.m. For
further information telephone 9428 8955 or email lead@mgc.vicedu.au

FITZROY HIGH SCHOOL & Open Afternoon & Evening held on Thursday 7 ™ May from 1.30 p.m. to
6.30 p.m. School tours are taking place on Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 9.30 a.m. Please
contact the general office on 9488 1900. For further informat ion visit www.fitzroyhs.vic.edu.au

DO YOU OR YOUR FRIENDS OR FAMILY REQUIRE A HOUSE SITTER ?

Myself and Lily (11) and James (9) (both students at NPS) are renovating our house and are looking
for places to ho use sit from after the June school holidays until around September this year .We
love looking after pets and gardens so if you are going away we would be happy to mind your house for
you. My contact details are mob. 0413 403 148 or email shu.shana@hotmail.com

Kind regards, Sue Drummond.

ADVERTISEMENTS

The Dept. of Education does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser or notice contained in
this newsletter. No responsibility is accepiigdhe Dept. of Education or this school for the accuracy of information
contained in advertisements or claims made by them.
Flyers and brochures are available outside the school office.

KELLY SPORTSA Brilliant Ball Sportsd Flyers available outside theschool office or contact Kelly Sports
Connection on 0402 855 522.

DAREBIN BLUE LIGHT DISCO& Friday 24 ™ April - The Darebin Blue Light Disco is a pofizen event aiming

to provide alcohol and drugfree entertainment for the youth in the area. The Diso is held at the Preston Town
Hall, Gower Street Preston. It is aimatl8 - 14 year olds, and the children MUST be collected from inside thathall
the end of the night. Entry is $5.00 each, and refreshments are available for sale inside the@aitact 0450 134
554,

5™ NORTHCOTE SCOUT GROUR Cubs from ages-81 on Wednesday nights from 7.00 to 8.30 p.m., Scouts

from ages 115 on Thursday nights from 7.30 to 9.30 p.m., and Venturers from age8 @b Tuesday nights from
7.30 to 9.30 p.m. Any geries can be directed to Wendy Farrell, Group Leader on 9471 4842 or 0413 788 045 o
email gl.northcote5th@vicscouts.asn.au

Time 4 Me! on Sunday % May from 1:00pm to 5:00pmat Abbotsford Convent.Explore your life radiating with
vitality and inner calm during an afternoon to celebrate YOUhcludes 3 sessions by Yu Food+Lifestyle, Eli Wilson &
Relaxed Approach Afternoon tea, give aways, end the day with a glass of champagi@ost i$68 For more info

& bookings on linewww.relaxedapproach.com/eventsr ph: 9017 211&n afternoonto nurture your body and
spirit.

ACU NATIONAL ( St Patrickds Campus) FREE MATHS*NaF OONBR F C
7.30 p.m. to 9.00 p.m. at ACU National, Room 1.46, 115 Victoria Parade, Fitzroy.


http://www.nhs.vic.edu.au/
mailto:lead@mgc.vic.edu.au
http://www.fitzroyhs.vic.edu.au/
mailto:shu.shana@hotmail.com
mailto:gl.northcote5th@vicscouts.asn.au
https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.relaxedapproach.com/events

BODY GUARDIANS PARENTING FOR POSITIVEBODY IMAGE

Bratz Dolls, Barbies, Dolly and Cleo: how do parents compete with these images? Increasingly children ar
bombarded with messages that tell them to criticise their bodies. What can parents do to promote positive body
image and seHlrespect? This ternational No Diet Day join WIRE as we explore some practical tips for parenting
for positive body image. FREE International No Diet Day Wednesday May 6 1:3pm The Victoria Room, 4th
FloorrQueen Vi ct or i 20 WosdederSoeet, Metbme 30@0, RSVhittp://trybooking.com/PW ph.

9921 0878inforequests@wire.org.awww.wire.org.au for information, referrals and support call 1300 134 130.
Venue hire kindly provided free of charge by the Qu

Bright Sparks Creative Workshops - Term 2 Bright Sparks is a Creative Arts program that inspires children to
create things that are meaningful to them, promoting a sense of wellbeing and self confidence. Sessions are run
small groups for children between 5 and 10 years of agetom 10am- 12noon &urdays commencing May .2
$100for 5 weeks or $25 per sessioess®nare held at a venue in Preston.ContactNaomi Williams on 0421 914
220. www.brightsparks.id.au

Become a little brother or a little sister to an exchange student & open your door to another country!
Expose your family to another culture and extend your family unit on an international levélorld
Educaion Program (WEP) is looking for Volunteer Host Families for International Students arriving in July 2009.
Students from Belgium, Italy, Brazil, France, and Germany are looking for families that are prepared to welcome
them into their homes as a family rmeber. These young ambassadors are looking forldag friends and a place
to call home during their stay. If you would like more information on becoming a Host Family, please contact our
National Office. World Education Program
Toll Free: 1300 884 733 Ph:  (03) 9598 4733 Fax: (03) 9598 4233
Email: wep@wep.org.au

g\ Bonjour! Ciao! IOINTERESTED INbv HASTING /NG EXEWANGE STUDENT?
EP,

PLAYCONNECT PLAYGROUP o8 Creates a supportive, friendly meeting place for families of children with
autism spectrum disorder to share ideas and experiences. An information session iseieiagthe Darebin Early
Years & Childrends Servi ces"™JuBa2009 datmeens’ B30 pem. &t 9.60 @.m,
RSVP to Sue Stanecki by Tuesday'28ay on 8470 8115 susarstanecki@darebin.vic.gov.au



http://trybooking.com/PW%20ph.%209921%200878
http://trybooking.com/PW%20ph.%209921%200878
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