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IMPORTANT SCHOOL DIARY DATES

Tues 25" November - Muffin Day
Wed 26™ November - Art Walk and Picnic Tea 6-8pm
Thurs 27" November - Last Day for Junior Dept. Swimming
Fri 28" November - Ready, Set, Go! Program No. 1 from 9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m.
Wed 3" December - School Council Meeting from 7.00 p.m. (Staffroom)
Thurs 4™ December - Grade 3/4 Cooking LA2

- Grade 5-6 MSAC Excursion
Fri 5™ December - Grade 3/4 Cooking LA1

- Ready, Set, Go! Program No. 2 from 9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m.
Tues 9" December - Grade 6 Transition Day to High Schools

- Ready, Set, Go! Program No. 3 from 9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m.
Fri 12" December - Junior School Excursion to Hay’s Paddock
Mon 15" December - Grade 6 Graduation Evening
Wed 17" December - Grade 3-4 excursion to All Nations Park
Fri 19" December - End of term assembly and break up

GREETINGS FROM KAREN

Student Achievement

Teachers have been busy finalising their end of year student reports and part of this process is for teams of teachers
to meet and discuss achievement. | have met with some teams, and our discussions have focused to a large extent
on the level of effort students put into their learning. Well done to all students for doing their personal best in their
tasks and in their relationships with fellow students and teachers.

2008 Art Walk

A big reminder to everyone that our Art Walk and end of year picnic is next Wednesday 26" November from 6.00-
8.00pm. A special note for families was distributed to all children yesterday with the details. We hope to see you all
here next Wednesday evening for a wonderful night of art, food, humour and appreciation! If the weather is
inclement we will have our celebration on Thursday 27" November.

2008 Premier’s Reading Challenge - Congratulations

| was very pleased to read in this week’s Education Age the names of all our children who participated in the Reading
Challenge.

Congratulations all children who participated, and to those who succeeded in meeting the challenge. You’ve shown
us that you really love your books, that you are continuing to build on your literacy skills, and you love a challenge!

| also extend my sincere thanks to all members of our school community for your support of the Reading Challenge,
and in particular to Dora, who coordinated the challenge at our school.

Great work Grade 5’s and 6’s
On Tuesday, the Sunny Boys student action team delivered many orders to students throughout the school... here’s a
message from the team:



Lauren, Courtney, Grace, Makao and Dolly organised the Sunny Boy day. We raised about 540.00 to go towards
helping captive dancing bears. We had a lot of fun! We sold about 160 Sunny Boys and we would love to do it again.
We would like to thank all of the children who bought a Sunny Boy!

Lauren, Grace, Courtney, Makao and Dolly

Many thanks to the teachers and parents who volunteer their time to make these special events happen!

Road Safety

| was visited yesterday by the school crossing supervisor in Herbert Street. He was most distressed about a group of
four NPS students who rode their scooters on the road in front of some cars, holding up traffic and creating the
potential for a serious accident. This occurred after school on Thursday and | understand that after riding their
scooters along Herbert Street, the students went through the rail tunnel through to Hartington Street. | am very
concerned about this apparently reckless behaviour and would like to speak to any parents who may have witnessed
what occurred. | also urge parents to speak to their children about safe riding practices — using the designated safe
crossings, riding scooters thoughtfully along footpaths, not roads, and always looking left and right for cars.

Performance and Development Culture Accreditation

Yesterday, it was with great pleasure that | represented the staff in receiving our performance and development
culture accreditation certificate. The Minister for Education, Bronwyn Pike, presented 233 government and Catholic
schools with their accreditation certificates at a special ceremony at the Clocktower Centre in Moonee Ponds.

The accreditation process is consistent with research indicating that the knowledge and skills of teachers is the most
important educational resource that a school possesses. Research also indicates that schools that establish a working
environment that promotes and sustains an active, accountable professional community are best able to nurture
and develop that resource effectively. Building a strong professional community is at the heart of a performance and
development culture.

As a staff, we have been working towards accreditation for the past three years. Now that we have achieved
accreditation, we will continue to develop teacher professional capacity, and in doing so, continue to work towards
improving student achievement and well-being in our school.

Class Structures for 2009

Thank you to the parents who had a go at working out a model for the class structure for 2009. As one parent put it,
she tried for hours to work out combinations, not easy and very complex.

Staff will consider all structures put forward, discussing positives and issues for each proposal. Parent suggestions
were due in today. Staff will be meeting shortly to discuss this and we will be making a decision in the near future.

New NOOSHC Administrator

| am very pleased to announce that we have appointed a new administrator for the program.

Michel Stanley will be shadowing Colleen for the next few Tuesdays before taking over from Colleen in the new year.
Michel has an extensive background in administration AND is the parent of one of our new preps starting in 2009.
We are very pleased that Michel has agreed to take up the role and we welcome her to NPS.

e-payments

We often have enquiries from parents wishing to make their school payments using the internet, as you are able to
do with household utility bills, etc. School Council has looked into the possibility of this facility, however the
Department of Education and Early Childhood Development has advised us that the finance software in schools at
present is not capable of dealing with and tracking e-payments. This may change in the future with the ‘Ultranet’
but at this stage that is the current state of play.

Grounds Work

This Monday and Tuesday a new cyclone fence will be erected along the laneway off Henry Street. This new fence
will replace the existing timber paling fence which is in poor condition, and also will improve visibility of the school
to the street, therefore enhancing security. The builders will be on site both days so please use the Hawthorn Road
gate for those days if you usually access the school through the lane.

Warm regards
Karen



HELEN STREET RECIPE BOOK - Contributions Needed!

We would like to get this recipe book ready for the fete next year, so would need any
recipes before the end of the school year - sooner if possible! Deadline to be confirmed.
Preferably in electronic format. Any questions or like to be involved get in touch with
Claire Loughnan (gillough@bigpond.net.au or 9489 7970 or Jane Miller
(jmiller@slv.vic.gov.au, ph. 9489 3591)

MANGO ORDERS
All mango orders will be available for pick up from the Multi Purpose Room on FRIDAY 5" DECEMBER
from 3.00-4.00pm only

SCHOOL FEES IN 2009

Each year, School Council considers all options in the context of our school community and available
resources to set school fees. Next year, School Council has decided to introduce a new Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) Levy of $100.

All other fees remain the same as in 2008 (see below).

These funds will be specifically used to maintain the school’s ICT needs. More information on these costs
is provided underneath the fees tables.

Families with more than two children, and those in receipt of the Education Maintenance Allowance, will
be assisted by a sliding scale ICT levy structure.

In 2009, the full fee structure for each student will be:
Non-EMA Recipient

Books, Cultural Voluntary Information & | TOTAL
stationery, performances | Contribution Communication | S
consumables Technology Levy
1st Child 90 30 30 100 250
2nd Child 90 30 30 100 250
3rd Child 90 30 30 60 210
EMA Recipient
Books, Cultural Voluntary Information & | TOTAL
stationery, performances Contribution Communication | $
consumables Technology Levy
First Child | 12.65 30 30 50 122.65
2"/3rd Same as above
Child

ICT Levy background

The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (DEECD) guidelines regarding computer
replacement state that computers should be replaced every 4 years. We will also need a new server, again
rolled over every 4 years. Other items that require ongoing funds to maintain and upgrade include
hardware, software, site licences and printers. DEECD provides an amount in our Student Resource
Package Budget of $1600 per annum specifically for ITC for the whole school. (DEECD calculates each
school’s allocation based on a formula of total student enrolment x per-student rate x Student Family
Occupation (SFO) index.)

Voluntary contributions have assisted with ICT to date but are not enough to maintain equipment and
sustain ICT to the required standards. In making this decision, School Council has taken advice from NPS’
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ICT technician on likely future costs of ICT for the school. This clearly showed we need to act now to avoid
significant shortfalls in coming years.

EDUCATION MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE - information for parents/guardians

The Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is provided to assist eligible families with the costs
associated with the education of their children.

To be eligible for receipt of the EMA you must:

= be either a parent or guardian of a primary or secondary school student up to the age of sixteen; and

= be an eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink pension, allowance or benefit within the meaning of the State
Concessions Act 2004 or be a Veterans Affairs (TPI) pensioner or be a foster parent.

Consequently parents/guardians are able to access the EMA if they have a valid Health Care Card or valid
Pension Card. The eligibility criteria must be met as at the first day of Term 1 (28 January 2009 which is
the first day for teaching staff) and Term 3 (13 July 2009).

The EMA application must be submitted to the school by 27 February 2009 for the first instalment and 7
August 2009 for the second instalment.

The EMA provides an annual amount of $221 for primary students and $443 for secondary students and is
paid in two instalments. This amount is split evenly between the parents/guardians and the school.

Students turning 16 years in 2009 will be paid on a pro rata basis.
New EMA payment option for 2009
Commencing in 2009, the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development will introduce a new

payment option for the payment of the Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) to parents.

Under the new system, eligible parents will have the option to receive the 50% ‘parent portion’ of the EMA
payment directly into the parent’s nominated bank account, or as a cheque payment.

The 2009 EMA application form includes a section for you to nominate whether you would like your EMA
payment to be made to your own bank account or to receive your payment as a cheque (which is the

current arrangement). The banking details required will include the BSB code and the account number.

Payment Amounts

Instalment Portion Primary school* Secondary school*
One Parent $ 77.35 $ 155.05

School $ 77.35 $ 155.05
Two Parent $ 33.15 $ 66.45

School $ 33.15 $ 66.45

Total $ 221 S 443

Parents with continuing eligibility, who are paid the first instalment of 2009 through this school will not be
required to complete a new application for the second instalment. Parents who transfer children to
another school after 27 February 2009 and prior to or on 7 August 2009, must reapply at the new school
for the second instalment.

EMA application forms are available from the school office at the beginning of Term 1, 2009.

ADVERTISEMENTS



The Dept. of Education does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser or notice contained in this newsletter.
No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education or this school for the accuracy of information contained in
advertisements or claims made by them.

Flyers and brochures are available outside the school office.

Wendy’s Music
MUSIC EDUCATION HELPS KIDS!
According to research commissioned by the Australian Music Association and others:
i Playing Music improves concentration, memory and self expression.
9 Playing music increases reasoning capacity, time management skills and the ability to think in the
abstract.
9 Playing music improves the ability to think
1 Learning music helps under-performing students improve
' Music students learn critical teamwork and social skills.

Music is a wonderful skill for any child, and can produce great joy.
Wendy’s Music has developed a teaching method that encompasses all the areas of music and makes
learning music simple for those starting out.

THE FOUNDATION OF WENDY”S MUSIC METHOD

The Wendy’s Music Method is based on Wendy’s experience of 30 years of teaching classroom,
instrumental and ensemble music to all ages.

Wendy’s Method consists of the beginner “Learn to Play or Sing Program” in 3 stages, and the
Intermediate and Advanced program of grades 1—8 and Diploma.

The teaching programs, services and method have been developed to fulfil an aim of providing every
student on a wide variety of instruments with well-rounded musical education to enable them to take their
music to whatever level and style they desire.

This method aims to give students the ability to Play and Read music efficiently enough to be able to sight
read, which enables them to play new pieces without assistance.

This method aims to give students the chance to develop listening skills (or ear training) which are
necessary for them to be able to assess their own playing as well as that of others.

This method aims to give students the chance of creating music (or improvising) without waiting until they
are advanced players at which time they can become inhibited.

This method aims to give students an understanding of music (or theory) no matter which instrument,
including singing, they choose.

This method provides technical exercises that establish posture to ensure students are comfortable and
can play with efficient movement.

The program also includes Performance and Ensemble opportunities.

A Rewards program is utilised to encourage and reward students for playing or singing at home regularly.
A Graduation system is available to check and reward students for completion of levels.

For any enquiries please phone 9457 1148 or email schools@wendysmusic.com.au
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Spencer & Flynn's Dad's band "6ft Under" launch their CD this Sunday
the 23rd at the Brunswick Hotel, 140 Sydney Road.
Gig starts at 3.30pm and there's a free BBQ at 5 pm.

CASUAL ELECTION WORK

On 29 November this year all local government councils will hold elections. The City of Darebin election office is
recruiting casual counting officers for Saturday 29 November, following the close of the postal ballot.

What: Remove voter details flaps from envelopes and extract ballot papers. Batch ballot papers into
bundles.

When: 8.30 am till about 5 pm (could be a little bit later)

Where: Preston Council offices, corner of High and Gower Streets, Preston

How much: $18.71 per hour

Who: Anyone over 18 years, who can follow instructions and maintain concentration while performing
routine tasks.

How: Please contact Helen Frost at the Darebin election office on 9471 0125 or drop in to 32 Wurruk

Avenue Preston during business hours to collect an expression of interest form.

Michelle Manly

Deputy Returning Officer
Darebin City Council election
Tel: 039471 0115

Fax: 03 9478 7945

Family Fun Day

Saturday 22nd November 2008

10.30am - 3.30pm

Preston Library: 266 Gower Street, Preston
FEATURING:

LIVE MUSIC FACE PAINTING SAUSAGE SIZZLE
CHILDRENS PERFORMANCES AND ACTIVITIES

COMPETITIONS AND PRIZES AND MUCH MORE
For more information call 1300 655 355
or visit Wiwa.taéebinlianies.gi¢.gov.au



