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GREETINGS FROM KERRIE 
Student Achievement 
Well done Preps LA 9 & 10  
Last week, I was invited over to the ‘cinema’ (Hall) to see the culmination of the Prep Maths Unit on Money 
(see article further down).  The preps were involved in real life activities of counting money, purchasing 
tickets, numbering rows for their cinema and many more maths activities in the unit.  I arrived to enter the 
cinema but was stopped at the door by some very polite ‘security guards’ (Daniel and Logan) and ticket 
collectors who explained to me that I couldn’t come in unless I had a proper ticket!  They were having a 
lovely time and learning at the same time.  Well done all Preps, Niki and Lisa and all the adult helpers, 
parents and teachers in training. 
 
DǊŜŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ DǊŀŘŜ оΩǎ ŀƴŘ пΩǎ 
Today the grade 3’s and 4’s had a special day to celebrate the end of their unit on ‘My restaurant’.  The 
children completed research into range of restaurants, reviews, menus, pricing, and design.  They even had 
a real life chef (French) visit to talk to them about ‘front of house’ and ‘back of house’ organisation.  The 
children were set a variety of tasks then around designing their own restaurant complete with name, floor 
plan, business cards, board game, menu and a review.  The final task was for the head chef of their 
restaurant, to choose a dish from the menu, make it and bring along today to share.  Parents and students 
from other classes were invited along to view the great work and write on the student’s feedback sheets.  
Here are a small sample of some of the wonderful restaurants and their signature dishes 
: 

¶ Coco Devine (Hugh ) – for the sweet tooth and some vegies 

¶ La Petite Maison (Shannay D) – Vol au vents  

¶ Jack’s Seafood Café (Jack H) – speciality tuna fish sandwiches 

IMPORTANT SCHOOL DIARY DATES 
 

Tues 18th November - Sunny Boy Day 
Wed 19th November - Last Day for Muffin Orders & Money 
Tues 25th November - Muffin Day 
Wed 26th November - Art Show/Picnic Tea 
Thurs 27th November - Last Day for Junior Dept. Swimming 
Fri 28th November - Ready, Set, Go! Program No. 1 from 9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m. 
Wed 3rd December - School Council Meeting from 7.00 p.m. (Staffroom) 
Thurs 4th December - Grade 3/4 Cooking 
Fri 5th December - Grade 3/4 Cooking 
 - Ready, Set, Go! Program No. 2 from 9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m. 
Tues 9th December - Grade 6 Transition Day to High Schools 
 - Ready, Set, Go! Program No. 3 from 9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m. 
Mon 15th December - Grade 6 Graduation Evening 



¶ Café François – (Grace N) – escargot!  There were real Australian Garden variety snails eating 
lettuce!   Grace & Romany explained it was a joke & they were going to return the snails to their 
habitats at day’s end.  Phew! 

¶ I scream for Ice-Cream (Max) – chocolate muffins.  
 
Some comments from the students: 
“It was really fun because we got to make the dishes and be creative!” Alex S 
“Sometimes it was challenging, especially with timelines, but we ended up really good” – Max H 
“My favourite part was the board game” – Jessie 
“I don’t want my restaurant to be over” – relayed via mum, from Caterina. 
Well done all students, Rosemary, Margaret and Karen, teachers in training, and to all the parents who 
turned up this morning to support the budding entrepreneurs.  
 
Taking short period leave 
I will be taking a short period of leave from next Monday.  I will be back in time for the Art Walk and Picnic 
tea on Wednesday 26th November.  Karen will be acting Principal during this time.   
 
Thank you Lois Wadelton & Helen Morfesse 
Have you noticed the wonderful mural at the front of our school coming together over the last couple of 
weeks?  You may also have noticed Helen and Lois crouching over putting the final touches to our 
“welcome” mat.  On behalf of the school community we would like to thank Helen and Lois for the many 
hours they have put in to seeing this project through to completion.  It certainly enhances the welcoming 
feel to the entrance of our school.  Fantastic job, thanks. 
 
Issues or problems? 
Just a reminder, if you have any concerns regarding your child or school, please make a time to see your 
child’s class teacher in the first instance.  The class teachers are the ones who are with your child every 
day, and will have a lot more current information on their learning and social progress they can let you 
know about.  Often it can be resolved at that level, but if it needs to be taken further, the teacher will let 
me know or you may then want to make a time to come and talk with Karen or myself about it.   
 
Class Structures and Student Numbers for 2009 
Staff are currently looking at our projected student numbers for 2009, and possible class structures.  We 
have had an unpredicted surge in enrolments for 2009 and this is great for our school to be back to similar 
levels of student numbers to where we were in 2006.  We will still be operating with 10 class structure as 
we did in 2006. 
 
I invite parents to submit your thoughts in writing to the office, by next Thursday morning, 20/11/08, on 
class structures for 2009.  Please keep in mind, any models must have lower numbers of children in the 
Prep, 1 (around 20 - 23) and if at all possible, grade 2 classes.   
Student numbers for 2009, are at this stage 256, more than 2008 total enrolment of 233.  There may be a 
few more student enrolments between now and the start of the 2009 school year at the end of January.   
 
If making composite (2 levels in one class arrangement) or multi-age (minimum of 3 levels in one class 
arrangement) grades, try and make sure there is a reasonable representation of a single level class in that 
structure.  Also, try and balance the gender representation across the class where possible. 
 
Please see the table below for year level and gender breakdown for 2009.  Good luck with your 
mathematical combinations!  We look forward to your suggestions. 
 
 
 



Year Level Males Females Total 

Prep 27 24 51 

One 18 22 40 

Two 22 17 39 

Three 19 13 33 

Four 19 18 37 

Five 6 7 13 

Six 15 28 43 

TOTAL   256 

 
Children with a friend for 2009 
Soon, we will be asking the children to nominate friends they would like to be with in 2009.  We will soon 
begin the enormous task of allocating students to classes, and wish to make sure children have at least one 
nominated friend in their 2009 class.  
 
Once again, if you need to let us know anything regarding your child’s 2009 placement, please put it in 
writing, and send to Karen or myself via the office by the end of November.  Don’t forget to talk with your 
child first, as often parents have requested that their child be put in a class with another child, and we find 
that the child has nominated completely different friends!   
Please note, I do not consider requests for specific teaching staff.   
 

Warm regards, 
Kerrie 
 

HELEN STREET RECIPE BOOK - Contributions Needed! 
We would like to get this recipe book ready for the fete next year, so would need any 
recipes before the end of the school year - sooner if possible! Deadline to be confirmed.  
Preferably in electronic format.  Any questions or like to be involved get in touch with 
Claire Loughnan (gillough@bigpond.net.au or 9489 7970 or Jane Miller 

(jmiller@slv.vic.gov.au, ph. 9489 3591) 
 

NEWS FROM THE ICECREAM TEAM 
We would just like to say thank you to everybody who ordered and a huge thank you to everybody who 
helped … 
 
Heather Jarvis (Lucy D’s mum)    Andrew Dodd (Lucy D’s dad) 
Ornella Di Costantino (Lucrezia’s mum)   Anne McCarthy (Maggie’s mum) 
Lisa Kokkin (Anna’s mum)     Nicky McKinnon (teacher) 
 
We would also like to say that all our $167.00 profit will go to Oxfam and we will by a well for a developing 
country.  Thanks again from the Ice cream Student Action Team 
Lucretius, Anna, Lucy, Maggie & Alex 
 

BOOK FAIR IS HERE!  
It arrived yesterday and will leave on Wednesday, 19th November. Last day of business will 
be Tuesday 18th November.   I still need help on the afternoon of Monday 17th November.  If 
you can assist let me know.  The Fair will be open for business from 3:30 to 4:15 in the Hall.  
Everyone is invited! (Don’t forget that books make great Christmas presents!) 
 
Cheers, Anne Lawson, LA14 

mailto:gillough@bigpond.net.au


MATHS + MONEY + M0VIE = MAYHEM! 
Last Friday the prep classes, LA9 & LA10 were involved in a fun 
morning of popcorn and film. As part of their math unit on 
money, the children were involved in organising a mini- theatre 
where they could spend some money and have fun at the same 
time. Seats were numbered and allocated, rows lettered, tickets 
and popcorn holders made, and signs put on the ticket and food 
windows. The students were assigned tasks such as ‘Ticket 
Collector’, ‘Water Seller’, ‘Popcorn Maker’, ‘Popcorn Seller’, 
‘Cleaner’, ‘Usher’, and ‘Security Guard’. We found the security 
guards came in very handy when 2 people - namely Kerrie and 
Karen, tried to get in without a ticket! They were soon sent back 
to purchase one and admonished for trying to get past those 
vigilant employees. 
 

Each child had $2.75 to pay for their ticket, popcorn and water and, 
knew how much to give each vendor. Our cleaners worked 
overtime sweeping up the popcorn as it fell and sponging up spilt 
water. Finally the lights dimmed and the movie started. We 
watched “The Ant Bully’ which also related to our Bounce Back 
topic of working as a team to overcome problems. The children had 
a lovely morning and gained a lot of experience in the explicit 
teaching style that the staff has been learning from Linda.  We then 
followed this after recess with a task on writing a procedure for 
‘How to Make Popcorn’. 
 

 
Thank you to our student teachers and parents 
who helped make this such a valuable and 
practical experience for our preps and thank you 
to the preps for being such enthusiastic and 
voracious learners. 
Lisa and Niki                     

 
 
 
OSHC NEWS THIS WEEK ς we make kids smile 
Hi everyone, 
In the coming weeks the program will be focusing on a number of activities to encourage kids to be out 
and active.  Our vegetable and flower gardens are up and running (digging and planting our seedlings), 
cricket, ten pin bowling, bocce and other similar activities to do outside.  for those extremely hot days 
there will be other interesting games and crafts to do inside. 
 
A reminder to parents that there will be three pupil free days at the start of Term 1, 2009 from the 28th to 
30th January.  The program may be opened depending on the required numbers.  If you are interested 
please call in and place your child’s name on the list at the house.  The cut off point will be 5th December, 
2008. 
 
Thanks, 
Rosa (OOSHP) 



SCHOOL FEES IN 2009  
Each year, School Council considers all options in the context of our school community and available 
resources to set school fees.  Next year, School Council has decided to introduce a new Information and 
Communication Technology (ICT) Levy of $100.   
 
All other fees remain the same as in 2008 (see below). 
 
These funds will be specifically used to maintain the school’s ICT needs.  More information on these costs 
is provided underneath the fees tables.   
Families with more than two children, and those in receipt of the Education Maintenance Allowance, will 
be assisted by a sliding scale ICT levy structure. 
   
In 2009, the full fee structure for each student will be: 
 
Non-EMA Recipient 

 Books, 
stationery, 
consumables 

Cultural 
performances 

Voluntary 
Contribution 

Information & 
Communication 
Technology Levy 

TOTAL 
$ 

1st Child 90 30 30 100 250 

2nd  Child 90 30 30 100 250 

3rd Child 90 30 30 60 210 

 
EMA Recipient 

 Books, 
stationery, 
consumables 

Cultural 
performances 

Voluntary 
Contribution 

Information & 
Communication 
Technology Levy 

TOTAL 
$ 

First Child 12.65 30 30 50 122.65 

2nd/3rd 
Child 

Same as above  

 
ICT Levy background 
The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (DEECD) guidelines regarding computer 
replacement state that computers should be replaced every 4 years.  We will also need a new server, again 
rolled over every 4 years. Other items that require ongoing funds to maintain and upgrade include 
hardware, software, site licences and printers. DEECD provides an amount in our Student Resource 
Package Budget of $1600 per annum specifically for ITC for the whole school.  (DEECD calculates each 
school’s allocation based on a formula of total student enrolment x per-student rate x Student Family 
Occupation (SFO) index.) 
  
Voluntary contributions have assisted with ICT to date but are not enough to maintain equipment and 
sustain ICT to the required standards.  In making this decision, School Council has taken advice from NPS’ 
ICT technician on likely future costs of ICT for the school.  This clearly showed we need to act now to avoid 
significant shortfalls in coming years. 
 

MUFFIN DAY 
This is a reminder from the Muffin Student Action Team.  The order forms and money (including your name 
and LA number) must be at school by Wednesday 19th November.  Remember to put your name and LA 
number on the outside of the envelope and hand it to Sophie O’Bryan or Lucy Wadelton in LA6 (LA4).  
Muffin Day is on Tuesday 25th November. 
 



EDUCATION MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE - information for parents/guardians 
The Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is provided to assist eligible families with the costs 
associated with the education of their children.   
 
To be eligible for receipt of the EMA you must: 
Á be either a parent or guardian of a primary or secondary school student up to the age of sixteen; and 
Á be an eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink pension, allowance or benefit within the meaning of the State 

Concessions Act 2004 or be a Veterans Affairs (TPI) pensioner or be a foster parent. 
 
Consequently parents/guardians are able to access the EMA if they have a valid Health Care Card or valid 
Pension Card.  The eligibility criteria must be met as at the first day of Term 1 (28 January 2009 which is 
the first day for teaching staff) and Term 3 (13 July 2009).  
 
The EMA application must be submitted to the school by 27 February 2009 for the first instalment and 7 
August 2009 for the second instalment. 
 
The EMA provides an annual amount of $221 for primary students and $443 for secondary students and is 
paid in two instalments.  This amount is split evenly between the parents/guardians and the school.   
 
Students turning 16 years in 2009 will be paid on a pro rata basis. 
 
New EMA payment option for 2009 
Commencing in 2009, the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development will introduce a new 
payment option for the payment of the Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) to parents.  
 
Under the new system, eligible parents will have the option to receive the 50% ‘parent portion’ of the EMA 
payment directly into the parent’s nominated bank account, or as a cheque payment.  

 
The 2009 EMA application form includes a section for you to nominate whether you would like your EMA 
payment to be made to your own bank account or to receive your payment as a cheque (which is the 
current arrangement). The banking details required will include the BSB code and the account number. 
 
Payment Amounts 
 

Instalment Portion Primary school* Secondary school* 

One Parent $  77.35 $  155.05 

 School $  77.35 $  155.05 

    

Two Parent $  33.15 $  66.45 

 School $  33.15 $  66.45 

    

 Total $  221 $  443 

 
Parents with continuing eligibility, who are paid the first instalment of 2009 through this school will not be 
required to complete a new application for the second instalment.  Parents who transfer children to 
another school after 27 February 2009 and prior to or on 7 August 2009, must reapply at the new school 
for the second instalment.  
 
EMA application forms are available from the school office at the beginning of Term 1, 2009. 
 

 



BOURNE BATHROOM & KITCHEN CENTRE 
Our new centre has just opened at 249-261 Queens Parade, Clifton Hill.  We are having a massive three day 
sale with up to 60% off this weekend from the 14th to 16th November.  We are offering families at your 
school a further 5% discount on any purchases made this weekend.  Just mention your school’s name and 
that you heard about us through your newsletter.  Tel. 9486 2777. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
The Dept. of Education does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser or notice contained in this newsletter.  

No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education or this school for the accuracy of information contained in 
advertisements or claims made by them. 

Flyers and brochures are available outside the school office. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR SALE -  1 X BUNK BED, CREAM METAL FRAME WITH SIDE RAILS AND REMOVABLE (ROLL UP) SLATTED 
BASES. IN GOOD CONDITION. $100 PH GRANT 0419 334 643  
  
WANTED ð TEMPORARY RENTAL ACCOMODATION -  English couple travelling Australia need a place to 
stay until Christmas. Currently working in Fitzroy. A Share House or House Sitting or Temporary rental would be 
perfect ð anything would be better than the F1 Motel! Have references. Call Faye 0414 924 942. 
 
Children's   Music classes 1-5 y.o with Miss Perriwinkle  - Sing along to guitar, dance and play percussion 
instruments to a range of songs from around the world and some well known favorites.  Share the fun of music with 
your child including rhymes, puppets & stories. Ignite their imagination and develop confidence in these enjoyable 
music classes.  Suitable for 1-5y.o.  Come and join in anytime during school term. No need to book ð pay casual per 
class.  WHEN:  Tuesdays  9.30 - 10.00 a.m.   1 - 3 y.o. ($8) or 10.10 - 10.50 a.m.  3 - 5 y.o. ($10) 
At Fairfield Community Centre, 121 Station St. Fairfield (near the library).  Ph. Perri 9480 5338 or 0425 742 678 
 
KOORIE NIGHT MARKET ð Wednesday 17th December at the Northcote Town Hall from 6.00 p.m. to 9.30 p.m.  
More info?  Visit www.darebin.vic.gov.au or Eva-Jo on 0432 402 516 or Deb 0422 435 517. 
 
BERRY STREET ð EVER THOUGHT ABOUT FOSTERING?  For more information on fostering and how to get 
involved, phone Kaye Bratetich at the North & West Publicity and Recruitment Unit for Foster Care Services on 
9431 1799. 
 
CLIFTON HILL JETS ð Junior Football (soccer) Club ð Information and Registration Day on Sunday 23rd 
November at quarries Park, Clifton Hill from 11.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. 
 
RAYõS OUTDOORS VIP SALE ð 26.5% off storewide ð Thursday 13th November to Friday 14th November from 
8.00 a.m. to 9.00 p.m. 

http://www.darebin.vic.gov.au/

