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IMPORTANT SCHOOL DIARY DATES

Fri 12" December
Mon 15" December
Wed 17" December
Fri 19" December

Junior School Excursion to Hayes Paddock

Grade 6 Graduation Evening

Grade 3-4 excursion to All Nations Park

Last Day of Term 4 for 2008 — 1.30 p.m. dismissal (see below)
Wed 28" January Curriculum Day No. 1 —No Students

Thur 29" January Curriculum Day No. 2 —No Students

Fri 30" January - Curriculum Day No. 3 —No Students

2009

First day of Term 1, 2009 - All Students (no assembly)
Lunch Orders in Today for Lunch tomorrow
Lunch Orders in Today for Lunch tomorrow

Mon 2" February
Mon 9" February
Thurs 12" February

REMINDER: There will be no lunch orders on Friday 19" December (last day of term 4). The
Lunch Order Menu for 2009 will stay the same in Term 1.
As dismissal will be at 1.30 p.m. children will only need to bring their play lunch.

9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m. Classrooms

11.00 a.m.to 11.30 a.m. Recess

11.30 a.m. to 1.10 p.m. Classrooms

1.10 p.m. to 1.15 p.m. Classes to begin to assemble outside
1.15 p.m. to 1.30 p.m. Last Assembly for 2008

1.30 p.m. Dismissal from School — lunch at home

GREETINGS FROM KERRIE

Student Achievement

All Children playing at the Instrumental Music Concert

| was very impressed with the skill levels of all children and their ability to perform in front of an audience. Well
done all the children, (and there were many!) who performed last week at the Instrumental Music Concert. There
were keyboard players, guitarists, drummers and many more entertaining an enthusiastic audience of students,
parents and teachers. Well done, and thank you for a great concert! Thank you also to the instrumental music
teachers: Jenny, Russell, Chelsea, Rachel and Kent.



Congratulations Alex Selim, year 6

Alex has been awarded the 2008 Book Award for being the most improved and has tried her hardest in her Year 6.
The award is generously donated by Martin Ferguson, Federal Labor Member for Batman and includes a book
voucher. Well done Alex, a great way to finish up your year at Northcote Primary School.

Well done Year 5’s & 6’s

We had some excellent feedback from the staff at the Melbourne Swimming and Aquatic Centre regarding the
behavior and positive attitude of our year 5/6 students at their end of year excursion to MSAC. They said that
compared to the groups of students they had had over the last few weeks, our students were fantastic!

2009 Prep Ready Set Go! (Prep Orientation Program)

We have concluded our 2009 program and once again we are happy to report back that it was an outstanding
success! Thank you Niki Skoullos, Junior Team Leader, for co-ordinating the program, and to all staff, parents and
students who were such a great help across the 3 sessions to the new parents and Kinder-Preppies. They felt very

wel comed. Special thank you to the school band (Ha
totheKinder-Pr ep parents, they vWiiam’ us al l clappin’ and gr

2009 Class Orientation visits
Orientation visits for children’”s 2009 classes wil/
spend a couple of hours in their new classrooms, with new class members and new teachers, for most.

It is a very natural response for some children to be anxious about change, (new class, new teacher, new classmates,
out of their comfort zone) and we need to support children with positive talk so that they may feel that they can be
resilient, and that they will be ok.

Teachers have spent many hours on the combinations in each class, on trying to place every child with at least one of
their selections. If your child is experiencing concerns or anxieties and you are worried that it is more than general

anxiety about chang e pl ease contact either your child’s 2008

2009 Staffing and Class Structure

Principal Asst. Principal
Kerrie Williams Karen Rush

Term 1

GRADE LA TEACHER

Prep 9 Lisa Engelander

Prep 10 Heather Mountain

Prep/1 14 Niki Skoullos

1/2 11 Nicky McKinnon

1/2 12 Dora Polidoras

2/3 2 Lynne Barrett

3/4 1 Rosemary Owen

3/4 3 Margaret Barrett

5/6 13 Linda Batten (located here until upgrade finished)

6 4 Ross Bennie (located here until upgrade finished)

SPECIALIST STAFF TIME/DAYS

Art Sharon Bennett Mon/Tues/Wed

Italian Rosa Paladino Mon & Tues

Science Laura Bishop Mon/Tues/Thursday

Reading Support Karen Rush —P-2 Days to be confirmed

Anne Lawson —2/3/4 Days to be confirmed



NON-TEACHING STAFF TIME/DAYS

Business Manager Lyn Ramsay

Administrative Support/ Jo Hurst Days T.B.C.
Integration support

Integration Support Rayleene Staff Mon-Wed 0.3
Maintenance Person Hugh Wayland Tuesday am
Computer Technician Shaun Goodwin Wed
Cleaning John Raadi

REGIONAL STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES ~ TIME/DAYS

Guidance Officer Nao Davidson To be confirmed

Speech Pathologist Tamara Dowling Thurs. p/f

OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS PROGRAM TIME/DAYS

OOSHP Co-ordinator Rosa Carbone

OOSHP Accounts Michel Stanley Tues (at the OOSHP House)

#This list of current staff may alter throughout the year.

Staff remaining on leave 2009:

Stephanie Griffiths — Family Leave

Anne Lawson — 12 months Leave from full time teaching, but will return to support Literacy and Numeracy in 2/3/4
area.

Class programs

The 2/3 class will be located in the middle school area and opposite, the 2 x 3/4 classes. Given the larger sizes of
these classes, the teachers Rosemary and Margaret, will open up the space, and team teach the children in this class.
We are very excited about this development and believe that it will be an exciting learning area for the children in
those classes.

Anne Lawson will return from her leave, and provide support in Literacy and Numeracy, to the 3 classes in the
middle school (2/3; 3/4 x 2). The 1/2 classes will be located at one end of the Hall, with the Preps at opposite ends
and the Prep/1 to the side in LA14. There will be a great deal of planning and cross referencing amongst the
teachersintheP—4 ar eas t o e n s uabiliies tvilhba tateredlfol, sugpdrtied aret chellanged where
appropriate.

The 5/6 and year 6 class will remain downstairs until the upgrade is finished and they will continue to plan and work
together despite their locations.

Specialist programs
We have tried to source a part time music teacher for the school with no success. The staff have opted to continue
with the Science specialist area. Laura Bishop has worked in the school as a relief teacher and has a strong interest
in Maths and Science. Laura is looking forward to implementing a highly engaging and quality program for the
students from P —6.

Library 2009

We have enjoyed strong support from a group of very hard working parents in our Library this year, and without
their assistance, the Library would not have worked anywhere near as well as it has. The group this year have done
an outstanding job and the library is looking so inviting! Thank you to those parents (see article further on).

The children and staff have thoroughly enjoyed going into the Library for reading and borrowing with the
improvements that this group have brought in. Friends of the Library will continue to provide support for our
fantastic Library in 2009, and are happy to provide training for any volunteers. Helen Rainsford and Janet Buick are
devoting their time in first term to our fete, and therefore will not have the time to assist in the Library,
understandably.



We need your help

We are looking for any parents in our community who are able to help in the Library for a day, half a day, or some
hours. This means we need to ask our parent community to help the school with the running of the Library.

Are you able to commit any time per week to assist with processing new books, shelving returned books and
cataloguing? We are very keen for our well cared for and well utilised Library to continue in the way it has been in
2009. The Library needs this support to keep it running effectively so that the children can continue to regularly
borrow from the maximum range of books available.

If you are thinking about it, or know you can contribute your time, please contact the office as soon as possible.

Last Week of school for 2008

We will have our final Monday Morning Assembly and then on Friday, at around 1.10pm, weather permitting, we will
assemble outside the Library on the Helen Street
them all the best for 2008 in the next part of their journey.

Remember, school finishes at 1.30pm. Please confirm arrangements with your child about going home at the end of
the day at 1.30pm as it is very distressing for any child to be left at school on the very last day, when every other
child and their parents, sisters, brothers, friends are happily heading off on holidays.

Warm regards
Kerrie

SCHOOL COMMUNITY MESSAGE

We would | ike to encourage the school communi ty
persons acting illegally or irresponsibly, please contact thelocalp ol i ce on “ 000" .

LOST & FOUND

If any parent lost an amount of money in the yard on Friday, please contact the office. Also found in the
yard was a gold ladies watch.

Has anyone seen a silver scooter (with blue handles) belonging to Cael Gilmour in LA11. It has gone
missing from the bike shed. Please call Claire or Gary on 9489 7970 if you have any information on this
matter.

To Students, Teachers and Parents,

| would just like to inform you that my mouse Jack (previously a school mouse) who was very popular with
the students at this school, has died and | would like to thank all the people who made his life worth living.
“Thank you”, Lucy Ackroyd

SIGNING OFF

Just a quick note to introduce the wonderful new people working on the vegetable garden: Eric Schultz,
Kylea Clarke, Peter Appelman, Emily Nance and Matt Smith. Many thanks to the parents who have helped
out in the past either by coming along to work with children, those who have watered over holidays,
helped out in working bees and generally been supportive of our efforts in the school
grounds. Thanks too to Kerrie and the wider school community for supporting the
vegetable garden as part of the life of the school; the grade 3/4 teachers for releasing
children from inside class time, and Rosemary Owen for her support though the Buildings
and Grounds Committee. And to classroom teachers for encouraging the composting
system - this all help helps our garden to grow! Special thanks to the children - who have
done a lot of the work - hopefully you have enjoyed your time outside working on the
school grounds and sharing in their care.

Jane Miller
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PROJECTED PARENT PAYMENTS - 2009

Northcote PS always strives to provide purposeful and engaging learning experiences for all students. Most of these
experiences occur in classrooms, where teachers work with students in a range of curriculum areas. In order for
teachers to implement all learning programs, books and materials are required each year.

To maximise the opportunities and experiences for all students and their learning styles, some learning activities will
involve students going out into the community to investigate and participate in site-specific learning. They may also
involve experiences where outside expertise is brought in and programs run for a set time within our school. These
programs are associated with instruction in our standard curriculum and all students are expected to attend. At
Northcote PS these include excursions, eg, to Scienceworks, organised overnight camps, such Camp Rumbug,
Cultural Performances (eg music/drama performances), and the TriSkills Gymnastics Program. With these programs
comes an associated cost.

The table below is a projection of the costs (to date) across the school for 2009 so that parents can plan their
budgets accordingly. The first two line items* in Table 2 need to be paid by Friday 20" March 2009. Invoices will be

sent out the first week of February.

Table 1 Costs in 2009 at a glance

Prep 1-2 34 5-6
ALL students $250* $250 $250 $250 $250
Term 1 $10 S10 $25 $15
Term 2 $25 S35 $220 $305
Term3 $80 S50 $70
Term 4 $80 $100 $15 $45
Projected TOTAL* excluding $365 $475 $560 $685
excursions
Table 2
Year | Year | Year | Year | Year | Year
Prep 1 ) 3 a 5 6 When
*Compulsory Books 90 90 90 90 90 90 90 Term 1 one payment
*Cultural Performance 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 Term 1 one payment
ICT Levy 100 | 100 100 100 100 100 100 Term 1 one payment

Voluntary Contribution 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 Term 1 one payment

Life Education 10 10 10 10 10 Term 1

Camp Grade 3-4 200 200 Term 2

Camp Grade 5-6 280 280 Term 2

Camp Grade 1-2 80 80 Term 3

Sport 45 45 45 Term 1,2 &4

Tri Skills 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 Term 2

Swimming Junior 80 80 80 Term 4

Swimming 3 - 6 70 70 70 70 Term 3

Italian Day Approximately $15.00 Term 4

Excursions Cost varies: approximately $15.00 - 20.00 Up to one per term

End of Year excursion

MSAC 30 30 Term 4
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HELEN STREET RECIPE BO@éntributions Needed!
We would like to compile a Helen Street Reeiparbdokrg
are lots of great food ideas out there! So we are after [8c
Ideas about good things that make food easy or spegta
well for your familyjywWe would also love to have faveciptss
from the kids.To getthis ready for the fete next yed®
recipew/ould need to be rechigtte the end of the schoOly
- sooner if possible! Prefatabhecipes shouldrbelectronj
format. Any questions or like to be invdhnedayeh witg
Claire Loughnangiliough@bigpond.nebau

9489 7970 or  Jane Millg / g

imiller@slv.vic.gov.au, ph. 9489 3591 //\\
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CAMP AUSTRALIA - OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS CARE

Hi everyone,

The program will now be operating on the three pupil free days 28™ Jan. — 30" Jan 2009. There are still
places available so if you still would like a booking you can do so by Thursday 18" December 2008.
Parents, you will need to fill in new enrolment forms for every child attending the program for 2009 (even
existing bookings) to ensure your child has a place in the program. The enrolment forms are available at
the house or school office and must be returned by 19th December 2008. If you have any outstanding
accounts they will also have to be made by 19th December 2008.

Come and join us at our Christmas bash (parents included) Thursday 18th and Friday 19" December we
would love to see you all there, a fun time assured.

Let me take this opportunity, on behalf of myself and staff at the program to wish you all a very happy and
safe and Christmas and we will see you in 2009.

Merry Christmas
Rosa and Staff (OOSHP)


mailto:gillough@bigpond.net.au

School gardens watering over summer holidays

We have done some planting during the year in front garden beds, as well as the vegetable
garden. Volunteers are needed over the holidays to help with watering. Things are doing
well at the moment & so they will need a bit of extra help over summer.

When: School watering days from mains are Wednesday and Sunday, watering to be
completed by 9.30 am.

We can water vegetables from tank at any time. Please let me know by Wednesday 17 t
December if you can help out.

KyleaCl ar ke (Ruby's and Bell ads mum) including ay
home: 9484 8520,

mob: 0425 853 615

email: e.schulz@bom.gov.au

UPPER SCHOOL SPORTS PROGRAM

The results of our summer interschool sports competition were very good. The mixed rounders team were placed as
runners up, cricket 4™ softball 3 and girls rounders placed 6™. Our district summer competition involves 9 schools
and is played during terms 1 and 4.

In the winter competition which is held during term 2 the mixed netball team were placed 1* and went on to
represent or district at zone where they were defeated in the second round. The soccer, Newcomb and girls netball
teams all finished in the top half of the competition. There are 13 schools that compete in the winter competition.
The interschool sports program includes training after school for all teams.

Our school enters in all the events organised in our district which enables our students to compete in a variety of
sports and maximises their involvement. As well as the summer and winter interschool sports we enter large teams

i n At hl etics Cross Country and triathlon, and
ball team played in an extremely exciting final this year and were beaten in the last few seconds by 1 point. The
winning team went on to win a number of games at the zone level.

Other PE programs that children are involved in during the year are platooning at either the junior, middle or upper
school areas, where students are taught gross and fine motor skills through activities or games that use a number of
different size balls and some specialised equipment. Triskills for gymnastics and swimming are offered to all students
and are sourced from outside providers.

The interschool sports program requires the assistance of parents who contribute by running training sessions,
umpire, score and support our teams by helping to supervise and support our teachers. | would like to thank Stephen
Shipperlee who shared the coaching role and supervised the softball team during terms 1 and 4. Also Sue Grieg, who
stepped in for Stephen when he was unavailable. Heather Jarvis for her coaching expertise during the training and
selection of our athletics team. Katherine Wositzky and Jo Brockwell for their coaching and umpiring with the netball
teams. Thank you to all the other parents who came along to watch games and cheer on our teams and to those
who transported their children and others to zone and regional finals. Finally a big thank you to Linda and Nicky who
supported me with their coaching and selection of the sporting teams.

If you are interested in becoming involved in our sports programs in 2009 please contact me as to continue to field
the number of teams we do we will need your ongoing support.

Ross Bennie
Upper School Sports Co-ordinator



Going, Going, Gone!!l
ANNUAL SILENT AUCTION
WE NEED GOODS, SERVICES AND GREAT OFFERS!
Great opportunity to contribute to the Fete before the day

The Silent Auction at the school Fete has  consistently been one of the most successful
stalls, raising thousands of dollars from donations of goods and services from local and
state -wide businesses, as well as from the school community.

Friends, families, friends of families, and teachers at He len Street, have in the past
generously donated some fantastic items for auction which have resulted in the success!
These have included:

€ professional services such as landscape gardening, architecture advice or photography e

weekends at holiday houses, original artwork, cooking a special dinner, babysitting, vouchers

for natural therapy sessions, haircuts and massages € a sailing trip on a private yacht, music,
new books and toys, a picnic hamper, restaurant vouchers and the 2008 very popular

Crumpler bags €

Donations Needed

This year we are seeking the support of the whole school community by asking as many
families as possible to obtain 1 -2 donations. You should consider what you personally could
donate as well as asking family members/friends  and businesses you regularly support, to
donate their specialist skills/services or products. It is generally surprisingly easy to secure
items O usually all you have to do is ask!

This is a particularly good way to support the Fete, if it is hard for you to commit time on
the day.

Volunteers Needed

Volunteers are needed to canvas an area of
side of High St, Westgarthodé or o0The Plazabd.
to find out which areas still need approaching.

Copies of the explanation letter to traders, pro forma vouchers and Donations pro forma can

be obtained from Sue or from Jo Hur st in the

can give them to Sue or Jo.

Please consider doing this over the school holidays so we come back to a great selection of
items and we can have fantastic success on the day. We need all items donated by Friday,
March, 6 ™, 2009 (only 4 weeks after school returns).

Thanks and please contact me if you hav e any questions at all.
Sue Lawson (Hamish, LA11) selawson@bigpond.com, 9489 4409 or 0410 432 968
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END OF YEAR NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY WORKING GROUP
There’s |l ots to tell you about the Northcote Pr

To round off a year of great achievement, the new flat screen television was installed this week. If you get
a chance, take a | ook. You' | | also notice the I
books and new found energy.

We want to tell you about some of the highlights o f the year and al so s o0me
accomplish next year.

As you know, Northcote Primary School lost its part time librarian this year. Faced with a reduction in
services, several parents stepped in and have done a fantastic job to not only keep the library ticking along
but also to improve the facilities.

The library was staffed all day every Monday by Helen Rainsford and most mornings on Fridays by Janet
Buick. The loans system was maintained and overdues were managed by Philip Jackson. Parents managed
the cataloguing, purchasing, shelving and covering of books. A huge thank you to you all for such a
remarkable effort.

The Library Working Group was very active, meeting regularly to provide direction and support. Our thanks
to Anne Lawson, who was the link between the working group and the school council and teaching staff.

We ran an awareness and fundraising drive which boosted the profile of the Library and raised over
$7,000. We want to thank all the parents who gavegenerous | y t o t he appeal . (1| t°
the way —and all donations are tax deductible!)

The Library was opened for use on Wednesday lunchtimes by the students, showing that they value it and
want to maximise its use.

New shelving (particularly for picture books) was purchased. New shelf labels put up, along with bay-ends
which hide the more scruffy shelving. A new AV cabinet was installed, plus a flat screen LCD TV with a hard
drive recorder so teachers can record and use educational programs. New books were purchased in
curriculum areas. We also concentrated on improving the girls’ fiction collection.

Perhaps the best way to tell the story of the library is with these AMAZING BUT TRUE STATISTICS.

441 books (old and tatty) were deleted from the collection, which were then sold by Helen and Janet with
funds returning to the Library. 753 books were catalogued and added to the collection. 9023 books were
borrowed during 2008. That’'s close to 40 books

No wonder the Working Group is tired and looking forward to a break!

Next year we will be seeking more parents to assist with the Library and exploring ways of making the
Working Group more visible in the school decision making process. We will also be exploring ways of
getting a part time | i brarian on the school St e
to your support in 2009. Have a great break everyone.



ADVERTISEMENTS
The Dept. of Education does not endorse the products & serviaasyqgfrivate advertiser or notice contained in
this newsletter. No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education or this school for the accuracy of informatio
contained in advertisements or claims made by them.
Flyers and brochures are availableitside the school office.

Saturday Comp Basketball - The Ivanhoe Knights Basketball Club will shortly be registering players for the coming
2009 winter season, commencing on May 2 (not including school holidays and long weekends). We are interested in player
both with and without basketball experience. Regjiation day is Saturday February 7, 10.00 a®.00 pm at the basketball

court in lvanhoe East Primary School, Warncliffe Road, Melways 31, J9. For more information, including contact details, plea:
visit our websitevww.ivanhoeknights.orgGames for Under 9s are typically played before 12.40 pm. Cost for registration is $75
per player, with discounts for siblings. There is aoffiecharge to purchase a uniform and a weekly game fee currently set at
$5.50.

Great PC deal for Christmas and New Year! WorkVentures has great specials on quality refurbished PCs
for just $250. Call us now on 1800 112 206ffer only available to Centrelink card holders, schaatsl —
not for profit rganisations Special offer enddanuary 31st, 200Delivery an additional $20 to $40 based =
on location Visitwww.workventures.com.au/connectit i,

Imagine Me Pre Christmas Sale - Shoe sell oud up to 30% off shoesall shoes mugjo! (excluding cheeky little
soles and Crocplus1 5% of f al | Pandas| la n@J uSd te el drteladrsebb$ hats,arampers, ! !
gifts). Sale ends December 24r until sold out New Stock has arrived!!Abe Jones, Knufflekid, JoBo jdleey &
Ohme Ohmy.Plus new stock of Tea Princess arriving at the end of this wéadd your personalised Santa Sack for
Christmas in store now just $49.9%5ck your own desigid there are many to choose from! Get  personalised

bibs, rompers-shirts @d more Pricing starts from $18.9%all Imagine Me Boutique to place your order on 9486
4122 visit us in storeR71 High Street, Northcote 3070

Professional Tennis Coaching in Clifton Hill.

Mayors Park Tennis Centre, Clifton Hill. (Next to thali@dgwood Leisure Centre)Classes are offered Monday to
Friday from 4.00pm and Sundays from 9.30am. The opportunity exists to play Saturday morning junior
competition with the Clifton Tennis Clul{* eary payment fee including G.S.TY.erm ClasStructure:

4 students (max.) (6 yrs +) 30 minutes 8 lessons $120*
2 students (6 yrs +) 30 minutes 8 lessons $190*
1 student (6 yrs +) 30 minutes 8 lessons $260*

XLhristmas &School Holiday Tennis ClinicsAll enquiries please contact Jeff Bakkarre (Tennis Australia
accredited) on 0418 359 791, 9482 5200 or jeffo@mayorsparktennis.net

it Are you a budding novelist? Do you want to write short storimgmoir, poetry? Would you
3 nm like to work as an editor, or in another aspect of the publishingdustry? NMIT
Greensborough offers Certificate 1V and Diploma courses in Professional Writirgditiny. I
youdve thought about e n raodEditingaurse,mo ittnowPandoafoel state goveranhent Wr
increases in TAFE fees from Z099 onwards. Enquiries: Linda Watson or Carole Littler, NMIT, 9269 1881

CAROLS IN ALL NATIONS PARK & Saturday 18 December from 6.00 p.m. to 10.00 p.mBring a picnic, your
best singing voice and celebrate Christmas with your community. For more information please call 8470 8888 c
visitwww.darebin.vic.gov.au/festivals

MANQUE DESIGN is having a réocation sale at 55 Cromwell Street, Collingwood on Saturddy D8cember
from 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.

Jika Jika Community Centre  Januaryd June 200Llasses & Activities Brochi@eut now! We have classes
and activities for everyonePick up our newcourse brochure from your school now or drop in to the offidi&h
Jika Community Centre Cnr Union & Plant Sts Northcotdel. 9482 5100ffice@jikajika.org.au

CITY OF DAREBIN 6 Summer Events Progrard visitwww.darebin.vic.gov.ador more information or see the
school noticeboard outside the office. Also available is the community outing to Queenscliff brochure.

CHAPEL OFF CHAPEL, 12 Lt Chapel St PrahrahUESDAY13 JANUARY 2009 11am & 2pm shows

$10.00 (buy 5 or more for $8.00Bookings 8290 7000 or onlineww.chapeloffchapel.com.au

What do you get whenyou cross a musician, attor & a cartoonist?The Bongo Brothers!

After touring nationally, The Bongo Brotherare making a TV show. Comand join the fun at ChapelOff Chapel
these Summeholidays- two show only!'www.thebongobrothers.com


http://www.ivanhoeknights.org/
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