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GREETINGS FROM KERRIE 
Student Achievement 
Student Assessment and Reporting 
Teachers are working hard and spending many hours on their weekends, evenings and pupil free day, 
finalising student assessments and transferring student achievement information to the student reports.  
Teachers are also meeting together to moderate their judgements of student performance of a particular 
year level, against the Victorian Essential Learning Standards (VELS).  This moderation process assists 
teachers to clarify and standardise their own judgements so that we ensure that at our school, teacher 
judgements of student achievement remain consistent across the school.   
 
It is a lot of work that the school puts in to make sure that the student reports are helpful and gives all 
parents a good understanding of how their child is progressing at school.  Reports are generally available 
towards the last few weeks of this term; watch out for exact date in the newsletter. 
 
2009 Student Enrolments 
I am currently in the process of finalising enrolment numbers for 2009.  If you are aware of any families 
who are yet to enrol their child at school for 2009, could you please encourage them to make contact with 
us as soon as possible so that a place can be made for their child for 2009.     
Also to assist us determine final numbers for 2009, if you intend to leave the school this year, please let the 
office know as soon as possible.  
 
 

IMPORTANT SCHOOL DIARY DATES 
 

Fri 7th November - Whole School Photograph at 1.00 p.m. 
 
Mon 10th November - Policy & Finance Meeting from 4.00 to 6.00 p.m. (Staffroom) 
Wed 26th November - Art Show/Picnic Tea 
Thurs 27th November - Last Day for Junior Dept. Swimming 
Fri 28th November - Ready, Set, Go! Program No. 1 from 9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m. 
Wed 3rd December - School Council Meeting from 7.00 p.m. (Staffroom) 
Thurs 4th December - Grade 3/4 Cooking 
Fri 5th December - Grade 3/4 Cooking 
 - Ready, Set, Go! Program No. 2 from 9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m. 
Tues 9th December - Grade 6 Transition Day to High Schools 
 - Ready, Set, Go! Program No. 3 from 9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m. 
Mon 15th December - Grade 6 Graduation Evening 
 
 



Vacancy for School Administrative Assistant to School Council 
School Council is still looking for an Administrative Assistant to School Council.   
This is a paid position, and the person would be employed by the School Council.  School Council usually 
meets twice per term.  We are looking for a person who: 
  

 has high level note taking skills (able to keep up with meeting discussions and formalities; 

 has competent word processing skills to produce the official minutes documents for School Council; 

 is available on the Fridays before School Council meets the following Wednesday, to prepare the 
agenda (in consultation with the Principal) 

 is available on the Wednesday evenings when School Council (7.00pm – 9.30pm at latest) 

 understands and is able to comply with the confidential nature of sensitive matters raised at School 
Council 

 has a good sense of humour and enjoys working with a great group of committed parents and 
teachers! 

 
The position is paid by the hour on a casual basis, at School Services Officer 1 casual rate.  The hours can 
vary, but usually it is approximately 12 hours per term x 4 terms. 
 
If you are interested or would like to know further details, please ring the office and speak to myself or Lyn, 
the Business Manager. 
 

Warm regards, 
Kerrie 
 

HELEN STREET RECIPE BOOK - Contributions Needed! 
We would like to compile a Helen Street Recipe book - sure there are lots of great food 
ideas out there!  So we are after recipes and ideas about good things that make food easy 
or special or work well for your family.  Children’s favourite recipes are also most 
welcome!  We would like to get this ready for the fete next year, so would need any 

recipes before the end of the school year - sooner if possible! Deadline to be confirmed.  Preferably in 
electronic format.  Any questions or like to be involved get in touch with Claire Loughnan 
(gillough@bigpond.net.au or 9489 7970 or Jane Miller (jmiller@slv.vic.gov.au, ph. 9489 3591) 
 

LOST 
Last week in the sandpit (near LA10) 5 “doodle bear” textas and a Care Bears tin pencil case.  Nabilah is 
very sad and so is her brother – the blue texta belong to him and is the only one that works on his “doodle” 
dinosaur.  Please return to the office or LA10.   Thanks. 
 
Also on the lost list are a number of hats.  Please check inside your hat to make sure your name is in it.  If 
you have mistakenly taken someone else’s hat, please return it to the Lost Property cupboard. 
 

LIBRARY - STUDENT ACTION TEAM 
The Library Student Action Team is opening up the Library every Wednesday starting from the 5th 
November.  We would like it if you could try to convince your child to join us in the Library on Wednesdays 
at lunchtimes. 
 
Thank you from Lula Smith, Julia Harrison, Francesca Ebel-Sweett and Lizzie Civitico 
 

 
 

mailto:gillough@bigpond.net.au


NIT CHECK 
Just a reminder to all parents to be aware that nits are around again.  With the children now wearing hats, 
this provides the perfect environment for breeding.  Please make sure you check your children’s hair on a 
regular basis and treat if necessary.  Thank you. 
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On Friday the 31st of October we played a game of cricket against Fairfield. We won the toss and Harry 
choose to bowl (he was the captain). The first two batsmen from Fairfield were hard to match in the field. 
Daniel got the first breakthrough with the batsman hitting the ball straight into Harry’s hands. The second 
wicket came half way through the match with a massive hit from the Fairfieldian but Harry stopped it 
before the boundary and threw it in to a waiting Patrick by the stumps who quickly bounced it off his 
hands and into the wickets. The next bowler was Issy. With her unique style of bowling she clean bowled 
her first culprit. The next wicket didn’t come with much surprise as Max really confused the batsman and 
forced him to hit it right down the throat of Mitchell who took an easy catch down at mid-wicket. Then in 
the very next over Seb bowled a beautiful bowl and bamboozled the batsman and took just the second 
clean bowled wicket. Jamie bowled the last over with a nice smooth over. Everyone bowled extremely well 
with only 7 sundries J. 
 
The first batter for us sadly got a golden duck L but the next batter was a big hitting Mitchell. He settled 
himself and made 3 then got outL. But not to worry because Harry and Patrick were still to come.  Jaquan 
played some fabulous shots but got out to one of the best balls of the day. In came Patrick (Patrick + Harry 
= Dangerous) (Seb thought of that). Harry was in for a while but all of the bowlers bowled off the pitch. He 
was run out thanks to some miscommunication.  Patrick on the other hand played some magnificent shots 
and built some good partnerships with Harry and Max. Daniel came after Patrick departed from the field 
playing the ball onto the stumps. Daniel played his shots but went out bowled in the closing stages of the 
match. Jamie and Jack held the game together but we ran out of time. Everyone played an extremely good 
game. The final results were ……………………………………… (Drum roll!) Fairfield 85 to Northcote 29 we lostL     
 

SICK BAY - STUDENT ACTION TEAM (SAT) 
Students from the SAT (Sick Bay) would like to inform you that there is a donation box (in the office foyer) 
for single bed sheets and pillow cases.  We would really appreciate it if you could donate some CLEAN 
sheets and pillowcases towards the Sick Bay. 
 
Thank you from Christina Moustakas and Paige Price 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 
 
 

 

 

 
 
  

INTEGRATED STUDIES UNIT 
 
Learning Focus: 
This unit will focus on developing the concepts that students use for understanding civic knowledge. 
 

 How the three levels of Australian Government work 

 How values such as Freedom of Speech and Equality are embedded in our laws. 
 

Outline of the Topic 
 

 In expert or collaborative groups, children research a democratic and non-democratic country and 
report back to class. 

 Utilising research children design a poster/flow chart of the structure of Australian government 
systems. 

LITERACY ς READING/WRITING/SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
 
All students to rehearse their speech for the public speaking competition – ‘Music That Changed The 
World’.  A grade 6 boy and girl will be selected to attend the Public Speaking competition at Northcote 
Secondary College. 
 
In Reading groups all students will be working towards developing their ‘Getting the Knowledge Ready’ 
reading strategies. 
 
We will be utilising financial texts and Economics texts relating to our integrated units in our reading and 
writing program. 
 
We will be discussing local issues and develop ideas about how we can make changes in our local 
community.  This will be followed up with letter writing to Government. 
 
Grade 5’s will also be involved in letter writing as part of their Prep buddy applications. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TERM FOUR 2008 
UPPER SCHOOL CURRICULUM OUTLINE 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

MATHS 
 
We will also continue to develop overall numeracy learning in number, measurement, chance and data 
with a focus on developing problem solving skills.  Our maths Investigation this term will focus on Money 
and how budgeting and debt impact on students lives. Children will complete most tasks at school 
however some activities may be incorporated in homework. 
 

STUDENT ACTION TEAMS 
 
Three Student Action Teams will continue to work in the areas chosen by the students.  Student Action 
Teams aim to use the inquiry process to plan economics investigations about economic issues in the 
home, school or local community and form conclusions supported by evidence. All teams will use the 
PDSA model and a sequence of graphic organisers that will assist in the planning and implementation of 
their ideas.  There will also be a focus on developing co-operative group skills. 
 
 

COMPUTERS ς NICKY 
 
In I.C.T. we will focus on a variety of 
programs including the use of excel to 
develop number in mathematics. 
 

MUSIC ς LINDA 
 
Our music focus this term will 
incorporate grade 6 graduation and 
end of year celebrations. 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
We will further develop our skills, rules 
and strategies related to our inter- 
school sport. 

 
BOUNCE BACK 

HABIT OF MIND 

HOMEWORK AND DIARIES 
 
Homework will be set each week and will 
incorporate: 
 

 Personal reading 

 Numeracy activities 

 Spelling 

 Other activities as set by individual 
teachers. 



BOOK FAIR IS COMING!  
Each year Scholastic Books help us organise a book fair in the school. It is open after 
school and anyone can come in to buy books. They range from novels to picture story 
books to activity books and kits. There are often some good bargains and many of 
Scholastic’s latest releases in children’s literature are available. The school is able to 
take a percentage of our takings in books. It is usually a very worthwhile event for all. 
 
When: It will arrive next Wednesday, 12th November and leave the following Wednesday, 19th 

November. Last day of business will be Tuesday 18th November. The Fair will be open for 
business from 3:30 to 4:15.  

 
Where: In the Hall. (Usually we have it in the Library, but now we have the IT lab the space is no 

longer available.  The multi-purpose room is not an option either. The Hall WILL NOT be 
available for play.) 

 
Who:  Everyone! (Don’t forget that books make great Christmas presents!) 
 
I will need some help during the afternoons of the Book Fair. Please fill in the form below and return to me 
in LA14. 
 
Cheers, 
Anne Lawson, LA14 
 

 
I can help out on the afternoon/s circled below 
 
Name:  _____________________________________________________ 
 
Child: ______________________________________ LA: _____ 
 
Wednesday 12th November 
 
Thursday 13th November 
 
Friday 14th November 
 
Monday 17th November 
 
Tuesday 18th November 
 
 

 
 

  



ADVERTISEMENTS 
The Dept. of Education does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser or notice contained in this newsletter.  

No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education or this school for the accuracy of information contained in 
advertisements or claims made by them. 

Flyers and brochures are available outside the school office. 
 
CASUAL EMPLOYMENT - On 29 November this year all local government councils will hold elections. The City of 
Darebin election office is recruiting casual counting officers for Saturday 29 November, following the close of the 
postal ballot. 
  
What:                  Remove voter details flaps from envelopes and extract ballot papers. Batch ballot papers into 
bundles.  
When:                  8.30 am till about 5 pm (could be a little bit later) 
Where:                Preston Council offices, corner of High and Gower Streets, Preston 
How much:         $18.71 per hour 
Who:                   Anyone over 18 years, who can follow instructions and maintain concentration while performing 
routine tasks. 
How:                   Please contact Helen Frost at the Darebin election office on 9471 0125 or drop in to 32 Wurruk 

Avenue Preston during business hours to collect an expression of interest form. 
 
 Michelle Manly 
Deputy Returning Officer, Darebin City Council election 
Tel:         03 9471 0115 or Fax:        03 9478 7945 
 
SEEING EYE DOGS AUSTRALIA ð Open Day ð Sunday 16th November, 2008 from 11.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m.  Gold 
coin donation.  For more information ring 1800 037 773 or www.seda.org.au 
 
THE BUTEYKO METHOD ð Community Introductory Seminar ð Asthma-free Living and Sleep Improvement at 
Northcote Town Hall, Ground Floor, Room 1, 7.00 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. on Monday 10th November.  To book your 
place (bookings essential) call Jovan on 0413 990 722 
 
MELBOURNE YOUTH MUSIC ð Saturday Music Program ð for more information telephone 9416 4366 or 0417 
124 486, email mym@mym.org.au or visit www.mym.org.au 
 

 
Find out today's UV alert  
 
When the UV Index reaches 3 and above, take five steps to protect yourself against sun damage.  

Slip on some sun protective clothing ð no singlet tops/dresses or tank tops 
 

Slop on SPF30+ sunscreen  Slap on a hat ð available from the school office 
 

Seek shade    Slide on some sunglasses 
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If youõve got room in your heart and your home to provide some care for someone who needs it, Yooralla wants to 
hear from you.   Whether itõs for a night, a weekend, permanent, part time or full time, Yoorallaõs Family Options 
program co-ordinates alternate family-based care for children and young adults with disabilities. 
Information Session to be held: November 19th at 7pm 
Diamond Valley Library, Civic Drive, Greensborough  
Please call 9899 2766 for further information and to book into information session 
 
 
THATõS MELBOURNE CITY ð City of Christmas òwhatõs onó brochures available from the school office. 
 

 
FAMILY MASS AT St Josephõs Parish, Northcote 
Sunday 9 November at 10.30 am 
Followed by a Free Barbeque outside on the Church Lawn 
Childrenõs Liturgy will be running at all 10.30 masses from Sunday 16th November 
Until Sunday 14th December, All Primary school children invited. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


